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INAUGURAL ADDRESS OF HON. JOHN B. HYNES, 
MAYOR OF BOSTON. 


Today I begin my seventh consecutive year as 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 

I have no illusions concerning the honored post 
my fellow citizens have once again entrusted to me. 
I know that only by unrelenting effort, and by 
devotion to duty and to principle, can the affairs 
of our city government be properly managed and 
directed. 

It is in that spirit I have again taken the oath 
of office. It is in the full meaning and significance 
of that oath that I enter upon my new term as Mayor. 

It is not my purpose this morning to exhaust 
your patience by a full accounting of every phase of 
municipal administration, nor do I intend to enu- 
merate the accomplishments and improvements made 
in our city government over the past six years. 

Rather than to delve into the past, I would prefer 
to set my sights on the present and the future. 
Sufficient be it for me to state that within our means, 
and within the legal limitations imposed upon us, 
the Boston city government has made progress in 
every direction during the six years which have 
elapsed since I first became Mayor. This progress 
is self-evident. Boston is, today, basically sound. 
Its financial rating is good. The reputation of its 
city government is good. 

It would be misleading, however, for me to imply 
that all of the problems facing the city are well in 
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hand. There are some problems of a deep-rooted 
nature which cannot, and will not, be overcome, 
until such time as the city is provided the essential 
tools, by way of financial assistance, to solve those 
problems. 

The institution of efficient methods of admuinis- 
tration and operating economies are desirable and 
necessary steps toward the goal we seek to achieve, 
but they are not the simple cures for the ills which 
take shape and form in a high tax rate. If they were 
the antidotes, our troubles would be aggravating, 
but not serious. 

During the past six years, every unit of govern- 
ment, federal, state, city, and town, and, for that 
matter, every business corporation, has been faced 
with the necessity of meeting increased operating 
costs. 

In this comparatively short period of time, the 
appropriation allowances for city, county, and school 
departments have risen almost twenty-two million 
dollars. Eighty-six per cent of this increase results 
from higher allowances for personal service, and this 
despite the fact that the number of employees in the 
city service is less today than it was in 1950. 

Another major increase in operating expenses is 
reflected in appropriations provided for pension re- 
quirements for retired employees. These appropri- 
ations have risen eighty-one per cent in six years. 


No one will deny the obligation of government 
to provide a reasonable pay schedule for its officials, 
employees, and pensioners. No one will deny the 
justice of advancing those pay schedules to meet in- 
creased costs of living. 


It must be kept in mind, however, that any in- 
crease in pay schedules affecting any sizable number 
of employees can be met, under present conditions, 
only by an increase in the tax rate. We have no 
other means of meeting higher personnel costs. For 
example, if the city, this year, were to meet all of 
the current requests for salary adjustments, for 
higher pension allotments, and for other personnel 
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benefits, the Boston tax rate, for these purposes 
alone, would be increased some five dollars per thou- 
sand of valuation. 

It is obvious, therefore, that the increased cost 
of government in recent years is largely attributable 
to greater appropriations for personnel requirements. 

It is equally obvious that the granting of all of 
the current personnel requests, which seem to come 
in a never-ending stream, would result in a tax rate 
considerably higher than the present rate. 

Many of these requests must, necessarily, be de- 
ferred to a later date when the income picture of the 
city is brighter, and when the additional costs can 
be absorbed without a startling and alarming increase 
in the tax rate. 

It is not difficult to understand why I must continue 
to resist any major increase in operating expenditures, 
when it is realized that the main source of the city’s 
income has been shrinking, rather than increasing. 

Property valuations, which carry the load of 
municipal expenditures, have dropped over four hun- 
dred million dollars in the last twenty-five years, 
fifty million of which has been lost during the past 
six years. If our property valuations were the same 
today as they were twenty-five years ago, our tax 
rate would be close to fifty dollars per thousand, 
rather than the present figure of $69.80. If that 
happy condition existed, our financial troubles would 
be of minor consequence. 

Because of this tremendous loss in valuations 
and basic income, and because of unavoidable 
annual increases in administrative costs, it is 
generally accepted that Boston needs another source 
of income if the city is to meet all of its obligations, 
and also meet reasonable requests of employees and 
reasonable requests for expanded services. 

Until there is such a new and substantial source 
of income available, we must be extremely hesitant 
in assuming new obligations which will add further 
strain to our already heavy tax burden, and which 
will make it even more difficult, if not impossible, to 
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attract new, taxable construction, so ardently de- 
sired and so necessary for the healthy progress of our 
city. 

In this vein, I most earnestly implore the 
Massachusetts Legislature to be reluctant in the 
passage of any legislation that will add to the costs 
of municipal administration, unless such legislation 
provides the city with the means to meet whatever 
increased costs may be entailed. I also request the 
Legislature to keep in mind that a bill which, in 
and of itself, represents but a minor outlay, might 
very well be the wedge to pry open the floodgates 
of expenditures reaching a major figure. 

Also in this vein, I request the members of the 
School Committee, and county officials, to carefully 
scrutinize every request which represents greater 
costs, for all of us, city, county, and school officials, 
must share in the responsibility of increasing the 
load now carried by the taxpayer. 

Aside from our vexing financial situation, the city 
government is making progress. New schools are 
being built, and more are in the planning stage. The 
parking facility program for both the downtown 
area and the suburban shopping areas is proceeding 
with all possible speed. The first project in our urban 
redevelopment program is nearing fulfillment. Other 
urban redevelopment and renewal projects which will 
stay the growth of blight and decay, and which will 
change the face of our city, are taking form. The 
internal reorganization of the city government is 
proving most effective and most efficient. One re- 
maining problem is still the cause of much concern, 
and that is the long-standing problem of fair and 
equitable assessments and valuations. We propose to 
make a frontal attack on this problem by means of an 
equalization of values of all properties with the excep- 
tion of those residential properties having four apart- 
ments or less. 

To accomplish such an equalization will require 
the expenditure of about two hundred and fifty 
thousand dollars, and will take two years. With the 
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approval of the City Council, we shall begin, this 
year, a scientific survey of these properties. When 
this study is completed, we should not only have a 
foundation for a stabilized valuation procedure, but 
we should, at the same time, have a marked reduction 
in the flood of petitions for abatements. When this 
equalization is effected, it can then be truthfully 
stated that every activity, every function, and every 
service provided by the city has been improved 
during my tenure of office. 

The economic future of Boston, its place in the 
scheme of things, its competitive position among the 
large cities of our country, and its attraction to 
business is predicated, to no little extent, on the 
character, the motives, and the attitude of the city 
administration. 

For these reasons, and for the more weighty 
reason that business is the lifeblood of any large city, 
I have endeavored to create an atmosphere which 
would encourage the expansion of business and the 
establishment of new business in our city. 

The going has not been easy. New business 
seeks those areas where the tax burden is the least 
heavy and the least oppressive. Though our situation 
is not ideal, we have reason to be optimistic. Present 
prospects for new business in our city are better 
than they have been for a generation. I am confident 
that Boston is on the way to an economic rebirth, 
provided we do not disregard the elemental economic 
laws, and by so doing make it completely impossible 
for a concern to settle in our city without fear that 
all of its profits will be eaten up by local taxes. 

For too long a period Boston has not been a 
magnet for new business. This has meant a great 
loss to our citizens who seek opportunity to earn 
their daily bread. Happily, that situation has taken 
a turn for the better. Business establishments are 
again looking our way. ‘There is a new feeling of 
confidence in the future destiny of our city, the 
centre, the core, the vibrant heart of the sixth largest 
metropolitan area in our country. 
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It is also gratifying to report that among the 
citizens of our own community, especially those who 
hold the purse strings of venture capital, there is a 
more enthusiastic view of the future. 

We have, in all truth, begun to flex our muscles. 
We have come to the realization that our old city of 
charm and substance could become a city of waning 
charm and substance, a decrepit old city unattractive 
to both residents and business alike, unless we adopt 
appropriate measures to avert such a possibility. 

It is good that we have come to this realization. 
It is good that there has been an awakening of civic 
pride and civic conscience, engendered by the Boston 
College Seminars, which have prompted us to probe 
our strengths and our weaknesses, to evaluate them, 
and formulate a concerted course of action. 

We must take advantage, not some time in the 
dim and distant future, but now, of this upsurge of 
determination, this new spirit of stimulating, militant 
zeal, which can mean so much to our city and 
community in the years ahead. 

I am most hopeful that those in our own com- 
munity who are possessed of the requisite material 
means will accept the challenge before us, and give 
impetus and direction to this new spirit of faith 
and confidence. 

Our city government will extend itself to the very 
limits, and add the full weight of its power and in- 
fluence behind any and all proposals and efforts to 
revitalize the City of Boston. 

The task is not an impossible one. There is no 
better time than now to put our thoughts and hopes 
into action. Great changes are taking place all about 
us. Other large cities in our country have begun to 
move forward. The economy of the nation is ex- 
panding by leaps and bounds. We must share and 
profit by that expanding economy, and that, too, 
should not be impossible, for we live in an area where 
the economic base is far more flexible than it is in 
many other parts of our country, and certainly our 
combined skills and talents are second to none in the 
nation. 
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In our land there are great tomorrows yet to 
come. Future generations of Bostonians will charge 
us with being blind to the potentialities of the pres- 
ent if we do not make the valiant and courageous 
moves warranted by the prospects of this very hour. 

Kven now, the face of Boston is undergoing an 
uplifting. Within a short two years our city will 
have the finest network of highways within, and 
touching, its borders, of any large city in the United 
States. Traffic movement will be revolutionized. 
Traffic congestion will be at a minimum. The cost 
of doing business in Boston will be lessened. It is 
not daydreaming to envision expansion and new 
construction along the routes of these new highways 
and especially along the route of the Fitzgerald High- 
way, or Central Artery, as it wends its way through 
the heart of the city. The opportunities for an im- 
proved city which can flow in the wake of this ultra- 
modern network of highways excite the mind and 
fire the imagination. 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts, I am 
happy to say, is cognizant of the necessity for a 
healthy, progressive, capital city, and to that end 
is unsparing in its efforts to help our city cut through 
the bonds which have encircled us and impeded our 
progress in the past. 

In addition to the new radial highways, the Com- 
monwealth is proceeding to attack two problems of 
no mean consequence, which, if solved, or only par- 
tially solved, will bring great benefits to Boston. 

The mass transportation problem, which grows 
more acute as more automobiles take to the roads, is 
now undergoing study by Boston College, M.IL.T., 
and Harvard University, in conjunction with compe- 
tent transportation experts. Unlike previous studies 
which were mainly concerned with the M.T.A., this 
study will include the present and future transporta- 
tion necessities for all those communities now being 
served by a variety of transportation systems includ- 
ing railroads, as well as those areas which, though fast 
growing, have no accessible transportation system. 
Out of this study will come, I believe, a logical 
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solution of the transportation problem as it affects 
Boston, and the entire Greater Boston area. This 
is a consummation devoutly to be desired, for now 
the financial woes of the M.T.A. are a heavy annual 
expense to the City of Boston. 


The proposal of the Governor of our Common- 
wealth for a Port Authority, which would combine 
the assets of the Mystic River Bridge, the airports 
owned by the state, the properties of the present 
Port Commission, and the Sumner Tunnel, seems 
to have general approval. Such an _ authority, 
patterned after the successful Port Authority of New 
York and New Jersey, and to be financed by revenue 
bonds, bids fair to be another skillful move in the 
chessboard of major improvements which are just 
around the bend in the road, and which give us cause 
to predict that Boston is coming out of its long period 
of looking backward, and entering a new period of 
looking ahead. 


In conclusion, may I state that, despite our 
shrunken tax base, our increased expenditure re- 
quirements, and our lack of new income sources, 
the city government of Boston is essentially sound. 
If our city were fortunate enough to have the kind 
of income available to other large cities, we would 
be considered, I know, as one of the most desirable 
cities in which to live or do business. 

It is my hope that before long, and before our 
tax rate reaches the breaking point, more income 
will be forthcoming. 

In the meantime, we shall bend every effort to 
keep the costs of government at the lowest possible 
level consistent with good public service. We shall 
continue to encourage new building and new business 
in our city, for it is through these means that we 
can absorb the seemingly inevitable increases in 
municipal operations. 

To the City Council, my associates in city 
government, may I extend my heartiest congratu- 
lations on this eventful day. With your under- 
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standing cooperation, which I am certain will be 
generously given, I am sure Boston will continue 
to make forward progress. 

To the members of the School Committee, I also 
offer my congratulations. You have assumed a 
high duty, for yours is the great responsibility of 
imparting knowledge to those who will be the citizens 
of tomorrow. I know you will not take lightly this 
responsibility, nor the wider responsibility to all 
of our citizens. 

All of us who will share in the conduct of the city’s 
affairs in the coming years will have our moments of 
elation which spring from the knowledge that duty 
has been well done. We will also have our moments 
of worry and frustration. Whatever may be the 
joys or trials ahead, may we, at all times, seek the 
guidance of Him Who is the Way, the Truth and 
the Light. 

“As With Our Fathers, So God Be With Us.”’ 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 
ADMINISTRATIVE SHRVICES 
DEPARTMENT 
FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


JANUARY 3, 1956. 


Hon. Joun B. Hyness, 
Mayor of Boston. 
DEAR SIR: 

I am pleased to submit herewith the second annual 
report of the Administrative Services Department for 
the year commencing January 1, 1955, and ending 
December 31, 1955, concerning the activities of all 
divisions and units involved, together with comments 
and observations made with reference to various studies 
initiated by the Board in connection with the operations 
and management of various other city departments. 


ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES BOARD 


In accordance with chapter 3A, section 2, of the 
Ordinances of 1953, several studies and recommenda- 
tions were made with respect to the organization, 
activities, policies, and procedures of various depart- 
ments, with particular emphasis being placed on re- 
ductions in costs of municipal operations wherever 
possible, and a higher degree of efficiency being estab- 
lished in each and every instance. 
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As indicated in our initial report for the year 1954, 
we have been striving to place operations of our city 
government on a basis commensurate with other large 
municipalities and business corporations which have 
been streamlining their activities to meet the ever- 
increasing demands of the general public for a more 
intelligent approach to the many problems which con- 
cern us. You will appreciate that many matters that 
might appear quite simple of solution on the surface 
require deep study and investigation before they are 
fully explored. We have found this to be the case in 
many instances where conflicting statutes, ordinances, 
or opposition from one source or another interfered 
with plans for immediate consummation of well-intended 
proposals. : 

A review of last year’s deliberations and accomplish- 
ments discloses that progress has been made on many 
proposals, the results of which will not be available 
until the end of the year 1956, at which time accurate 
comparisons can be made with previous operations. 
Meetings of the Board were held on the following dates: 


January 26, 1955 July 28, 1955 
February 25, 1955 August 18, 1955 
March 24, 1955 September 29, 1955 
April 28, 1955 October 27, 1955 
May 26, 1955 December 1, 1955 


June 23, 1955 


Subjects studied and discussed related to varied fields 
of activities within the framework of municipal manage- 
ment. A list of the more important subjects, upon 
which we have made definite progress during the year 
1955, is submitted below: 


Staffing Surveys: 
1. Administrative Services Department — Pur- 
chasing Division 
2. Election Department 
3. Treasury Department 
4. Welfare Department 


Final reports on the above surveys were submitted 
to the Board by Charles M. Evans & Associates, con- 
sultants in Public Administration and Finance. The 
services of this organization were most helpful to us in 
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securing facts and data regarding the staffing require- 
ments of the departments examined in an accurate and 
unbiased manner. | 

Department heads concerned were interviewed in 
connection with the recommendations of the Evans 
group, and agreements were reached to comply with 
the recommendations as set forth. Substantial savings 
cannot be expected’in the immediate future because of 
Civil Service stipulations, but we are confident, how- 
ever, that by strict adherence to the staffing patterns as 
outlined, gradual savings each year will be realized 
through the nonfilling of future vacancies in each case 
where it was found a department was overstaffed. 
Because of the time involved by the Evans Company 
in analyzing departmental forms throughout the city, 
we were required to discontinue this all-important pro- 
gram for the time being, but intend to revive the same 
at some later date so that, eventually, we will have a 
complete picture of the entire city government, depicting 
our minimum needs for staffing our various govern- 
mental units on an efficient basis, with the city receiving 
a maximum return for services rendered. 

In the study of staffing requirements of the Welfare 
Department, the installation of three procedural changes 
resulted and are summarized as follows: 


1. Transfer of billing from the Welfare Department to 
the Hospital Department for hospital care to all persons 
determined to be the responsibility of jurisdictions other than 
the City of Boston. 


2. ‘Transfer of function from the Welfare Department to 
the Hospital Department of conducting interrogatories 
necessary for settlement determinations covering ‘‘ Unable 
to Pay”’ admissions at the City Hospital. 


3. Confining settlement determinations by the Welfare 
Department to cases previously determined by the Hospital 
Department as ‘“‘Unable to Pay.”? This change reduces 
the estimated work load for settlement determinations from 
over 10,000 cases annually to approximately 3,000 cases. 


Standardization of Forms Survey — This survey was 
conducted during the year on the various forms being 
utilized in the following departments: 


1. Administrative Services Department — Purchasing 
Division 

2. Assessing Department 

3. Auditing Department 

4. Building Department 
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5. City Clerk’s Office 
6. Election Department 
7. Fire Department 
8. Health Department 
9. Hospital Department 
10. Law Department 
11. Library Department 
12. Licensing Board 
13. Parks and Recreation Department 
14. Police Department 
15. Public Works Department 
16. Real Property Department 
17. Traffic Department 
18. Veterans’ Services Department 
19. Welfare Department 
20. General Forms (all departments) 


With the exception of a few of the smaller depart- 
ments, the above survey, which was completed the 
latter part of the year, covered a study of some 4,000 
forms, upon which recommendations were made for 
revisions, alterations, or elimination of 3,777. With 
the assistance of the Evans organization and the budget 
analysts in the department this work progressed during 
the year in a most satisfactory manner; and, with new 
regulations going into effect the early part of this year, 
we feel that the results of our efforts will indicate bene- 
ficial results in the not too distant future in the handling, 
ordering, and preparing of forms. It is difficult at the 
present time to estimate the savings to be realized, 
but we are certain that, after the recommendations in 
the proposed plan of operations have been in effect for 
a period of at least one year, we can then submit com- 
parisons between previous and present costs which 
should prove both enlightening and encouraging. Upon 
the basis of these figures we will then be in a position 
to consider the initiation of a similar survey among the 
various county offices and departments, where such a 
a survey is badly needed. 


Report on Policies Covering Institutional Employee Main- 
tenance. Re Report on Suffolk County Classification 
and Compensation Plan. 


The above two reports were compiled by Charles 
M. Evans & Associates in addition to the reports 
previously mentioned. The recommendations contained 
in these reports are being studied and reviewed by the 
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Board at the present time with a view to placing into 
effect those recommendations which meet with its 
approval. 


At the recommendation of the Board, the following 
surveys were conducted during the year by an investi- 
gator and a budget analyst within the department: 


1. Survey of Parks and Recreation Department with a 
view to setting up an efficient and systematic inventory 
control. 

2. Survey of Hospital Department relative to stock 
inventories, service orders, disbursement of supplies, and 
custodial care. 

3. Survey and analysis of shower bath facilities in the 
Parks and Recreation Department. 


As a result of the above-mentioned surveys, improved 
methods and procedures in inventory controls have been 
established in the Parks and Recreation Department; 
the Hospital Department is establishing new methods 
and procedures in the various aspects of hospital man- 
agement covered under the subjects studied; and the 
third survey is still under consideration and study by 
the Board. 


STUDIES, DISCUSSIONS, AND RESULTS OF SAME. 


1. Personnel Discussions with Union Representa- 
tives — On two separate occasions union representatives 
appeared before the Board regarding personnel items 
pertaining to various employees who were complaining 
of so-called injustices in ratings, salaries, or some other 
type of grievances. Although the Board did not agree 
with some of the criticisms and grievances, nevertheless, 
through the use of tactful and intelligent procedures, it 
was possible to adjudicate each case to the satisfaction 
of the employees involved and the union representatives. 

2. Coasting Streets — Legislation was enacted during 
the year to transfer the authority for designating coast- 
ing streets from the Public Works Department to the 
Trafic Commission. This was a matter of discussion 
during the latter part of 1954, and it is hoped that the 
results of this legislation, which will transfer the function 
to a department to which it rightfully belongs, will be 
a forerunner to future statutory changes that will be in 
line with logical and sensible delegating of authority and 
responsibility. 
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3. Binding Operations — Studies were made of vari- 
ous types of binding operations with a view to reducing 
costs in this expensive field. Searching for a more 
efficient and economical method of handling the city’s 
binding requirements resulted in the initial installation 
of binding equipment in the Fire Department on an 
experimental basis. If the results are as successful as 
we anticipate, it is our intention to establish a central 
binding unit to handle the needs of all city and county 
departments. 

4. Classification and Compensation Plan — Several 
discussions were held during the year on the feasibility 
of amending our present plan through the elimination of 
the longevity feature and substituting therefor an addi- 
tional increment at the end of the seventh and eleventh 
year of city service. These discussions and studies were 
motivated by a request from the union groups that we 
establish a plan similar to that in operation by the state. 
After thorough review of the situation by the Supervisor 
of Personnel, who presented his findings to the Board 
regarding costs and other features attendant thereto, 
it was recommended that an additional increment at the 
end of the seventh and eleventh years be adopted and 
the longevity feature, which provided for increments 
in the tenth and twentieth years, be eliminated. It is 
our understanding that this proposal will be acted upon 
during the coming year. 

5. Central Mailing Unit — The results of previous 
studies were culminated this year by the establishment 
of a Central Mailing Unit in the Collecting Division of 
the Treasury Department. This new unit has been 
operating most efficiently, and at the end of the current 
year we should have some interesting figures to sub- 
stantiate our action in establishing the same. The 
Pitney-Bowes organization, in addition to the Post Office 
Department, were most helpful to us in setting up pro- 
cedures and expediting the flow of mail throughout City 
Hall and the Annex. 

6. Office Machine Service Unit— A review of total 
costs pertaining to the maintenance and repair of type- 
writers and other office machines caused a study to be 
initiated, with a view to decreasing present charges for 
this service. Board members agreed that savings could 
be realized through the establishment of our own office 
machine service unit, and, in accordance with this 
opinion, such a unit will be established in the basement 
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of City Hall on or about the middle of next month. We 
hope to show substantial savings at the end of the current 
year, when present costs can be compared with previous 
charges by outside firms. 


7. Punch Card and Tabulating Systems — With the 
advances being made each day in this particular field, 
we have moved slowly in contracting for or purchasing 
additional equipment of this character. Although the 
Auditing, Treasury, and Assessing Departments have 
been utilizing this type of equipment with great success 
from the standpoint of time saving and accuracy, it is 
felt that other departments requiring facts of a statistical 
nature could very easily decrease labor costs and inac- 
curacies by utilizing similar equipment. The Board has 
this matter under study at the present time and will 
probably make some definite recommendations during 
the current vear. 

8. Group Insurance Plan Studies — Upon the enact- 
ment of chapter 760, Acts of 1955, providing for con- 
tributory, life, accident, hospitalization, medical, and 
surgical insurance for persons in the service of the 
city and county, intensive studies were made concerning 
all aspects of the various types of insurance involved, 
including costs both to the city and the employees con- 
cerned. However, in view of your veto of the measure, 
we have discontinued further studies until such time as 
the city is in a better position financially to reconsider 
the proposal as enacted. 

9. Central Licensing Bureau — This subject has been 
discussed by the members of this Board, in addition to 
the members of the Public Safety Commission, for the 
purpose of coordinating procedures in the issuing of 
licenses or permits, and centralizing the location of such 
issuances. This is a long-range study which will require 
the assistance and cooperation of the Law Department 
in the drawing up of necessary amendments to present 
statutes and ordinances that are both conflicting and 
confusing at the present time. When the legal end of the 
problem has been solved, we are confident that the estab- 
lishment of such a bureau will only be a matter of finding 
a suitable location, and initiating definite and standard 
procedures to be followed. Some of our largest cities 
have established bureaus of this nature and others are 
considering the establishment of similar agencies, with 
a view to simplifying procedures and making it easier 
for the general public in the matter of securing permits 
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or licenses which, in some cases at the present time, 
requires several visits to various departments before one 
ean walk out with the actual permit or license in his 
hand. It is only logical to assume that the establishment 
of such a bureau will not only streamline procedures 
with resultant savings in paper work and manpower, 
but will improve our public relations to a large extent. 
It is our intention to follow up this program to its ulti- 
mate establishment at the earliest possible date. 

10. Mimeograph Operations — Since the establish- 
ment of a mimeograph service in the Printing Plant we 
have learned that, although the operation has been most 
successful in the supplying of mimeographed material 
to the various departments, the utilization of a pressman 
to operate the mimeograph has proven more expensive 
than anticipated. In other words, it was necessary to 
utilize this individual for the operation of a mimeograph 
when his services should have been devoted to the opera- 
tion of a press, at times when printing orders were in 
heavy demand. It is the intention of the Board to 
correct this situation by the hiring of a full-time mimeo- 
graph operator (female), who will probably be attached 
to the Office Machine Service Unit rather than the 
Printing Section. 

11. Organization and Methods Unit — Discussions 
were held at various times regarding the establishment 
of an Organization and Methods Unit within the Admin- 
istrative Division of this department, but progress in 
this direction has been hampered, more or less, by the 
time and effort the director is obliged to devote to the 
supervision and preparation of annual and supplemen- 
tary budgets. As you probably are aware, budget work 
consumes the greater part of the director’s time, and 
until such time as he is relieved of budget responsibili- 
ties, little progress can be made in initiating some of the 
studies which we believe are essential to the efficient 
functioning of municipal operations. Some of the 
studies contemplated, when, and if, this unit is estab- 
lished, are listed herewith: 


(a) The extension of the use of labor-saving office equip- 
ment in all departments. 


(b) The development of a central storeroom for commonly 
used items. 


(c) Departmental storage problems. 


(d2) <A program for the combined purchase of daihe used 
by more than one department. 
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(e) A comprehensive study to increase the yield from 
present sources of miscellaneous revenues. 

(f) A program for the improvement of assessment 
procedures to be worked out with the Assessing Department. 

(g) A review of all fuel burning installations to determine 
possible improvements. 

(h) The creation of a centralized licensing bureau, to 
which reference has already been made. 

(z) Survey of the flow of documents in all departments 
of the city. 

(7) Controls of telephones and postage. 

(k) Improved methods of registering voters and preparing 
voting lists. 

(l) Inventory controls in all departments. 

(m) Centralization of tabulating equipment. 


These are only a few of the many items that would be 
given study and consideration upon the establishment 
of an Organization and Methods section. We have 
attempted to initiate some of these problems on a small 
scale but believe that, unless a permanent unit of this 
character is established, departments will become care- 
less and will revert to their original outmoded systems, 
thereby erasing out any progress which has been made 
up to the present time. 


12. Ambulance Service at the Health Department — 
A survey of the ambulance service at the Health De- 
partment disclosed the fact that two drivers were 
employed on a permanent basis, making on an average 
of one hundred trips per year. ‘This expensive operation 
was discontinued and the Health Department now 
secures ambulance service on a rental basis at a much 
lower cost without jeopardizing the needs of the public. 


13. Welfare Operations — It has been the consensus 
of opinion by the general public for many years that 
any increases in the cost of the city government are at- 
tributable to some action of the Mayor, which is an 
unfair assumption. A case in point was a legislative 
proposal made during the year providing for the pay- 
ment of welfare relief of every character on a weekly 
basis. This would appear to be a logical and popular 
piece of legislation, but after a review of the costs in- 
volved, for which the Legislature had no intention of 
making provision, the bill fortunately was defeated. In 
the event the bill was passed, it would eventually cost 
the city in the vicinity of $200,000 for extra personnel, 
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additional I.B.M. equipment, and the employment of a 
night shift to handle the enormous amount of extra 
work which would be involved. The Board’s attention 
was directed to the provisions of this bill before its 
introduction and it was recorded as being in opposition 
to the same. 


Discussions were held on the feasibility of establish- 
ing a pharmacy in the hospital to handle the prescription 
needs of Welfare and Old Age Assistance recipients, 
and this study is still under consideration. The increased 
costs for medical and pharmacy items for recipients of 
Old Age Assistance and general Welfare motivated this 
study and it is hoped that something might be worked 
out to reduce present charges to a more equitable figure 
than exists at present. Inconvenience to persons in the 
old-age bracket, traveling to and from City Hospital, 
was one of the reasons advanced for not approving the 
measure without further study. We understand the 
City of Lawrence has a centralized pharmacy to take 
care of the medical needs of welfare recipients, but this 
city does not have the problems with which the City 
of Boston is confronted because of size and population 
differences. 


It was noticeable during the year that cash payments 
to welfare recipients were on the increase, and in this 
connection we found that a register has now been 
devised which will eliminate the necessity of cash 
payments in the future. The Welfare Department is 
endeavoring to secure this register through Federal 
Administration Grants, and we hope that they will be 
successful, as the acquisition of this machine will im- 
prove present methods and expedite payments. ‘This 
register will draw a check for the correct amount 
payable, record the amount of the check, and at the 
end of each day totals will be accurate and the handling 
of cash will be eliminated. Burgulary insurance costs 
would also be decreased and paymasters would be 
relieved of additional burdens to which they are now 
subjected. 

14. Library Department Surveys — An _ extensive 
survey of the Library Department was completed this 
year by the Mayor’s Citizens Committee on Municipal 
Finance together with an independent study conducted 
by the City Planning Board. The Mayor’s Citizens 
Committee report dealt with all phases of library opera- 
tions and the Planning Board report confined its studies 
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and recommendations mainly to the operations of our 
branch library system. Both reports received thorough 
review and study by the members of this Board, and 
will result in our forwarding to you, at the earliest 
possible date, a comprehensive report on our findings 
and recommendations. 

We believe that the Mayor’s Citizens Committee and 
the Planning Board are to be commended for their 
excellent summarizations of library procedures, opera- 
tions and functions which were most helpful to us in the 
preparation of our recommendations. After our report 
has been issued, and provided you are in agreement 
with the recommendations contained therein, we will 
be happy to sit in with the trustees and officials of the 
library for the purpose of effecting, at the earliest 
possible date, those findings and recommendations 
which merit immediate consideration and attention. 


15: Advertising and Selling Boston — Boston has 
been lax for many years in advertising the many advan- 
tages she has to offer, both industrially and historically, 
to attract more business, tourist and convention trade. 
In this connection, during the latter part of the year 
we were fortunate to secure, without charge, the services 
of Mr. Paul A. Newsome, who is president of the 
Newsome Company, Inc., with offices in this city, and 
who is also chairman of Public Relations Management 
Corporation of New York City, the largest public 
relations firm in the world, which has twenty offices in 
the United States and five in Canada. Mr. Newsome 
attended one of our Board meetings and outlined his 
proposal in detail, setting forth, in the main, that a 
sroup comprising leading public relations experts from 
different sections of the country be organized to meet 
with you and certain key department heads to decide 
what opportunities are present in the Boston situation 
which lend themselves to a national build-up. During 
October of this year a meeting was held in your office, 
as you recall, attended by Mr. Newsome, a Mr. Wilson, 
from New Orleans, a Mr. O’Brien, who has offices in 
both Chicago and Los Angeles, a Mr. Moore, from 
Cleveland, and a Mr. Moynihan, from New York. A 
Public Relations Plans Board was established with Mr. 
Newsome acting as chairman, and the other members 
agreeing to contribute their services, provided they were 
reimbursed for actual expenses incurred while attending 
meetings. This was agreed upon, and it was the con- 
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sensus of opinion that the expenses involved would be 
infinitesimal when compared to the advantages and 
benefits which we should derive from the deliberations, 
studies, and recommendations of these competent men. 
After the one meeting held this year several recom- 
mendations were made by each of the individuals 
previously mentioned, and although the Board has not 
had an opportunity up to the present time to review 
and study the recommendations and proposals sub- 
mitted, we are confident that enough material is con- 
tained in these recommendations to start the ball rolling 
in the right direction. We contemplate arranging for 
similar meetings during the current year. 

16. Issuance Of Municipal Lien Certificates — Com- 
plaints were received by the Treasury Department 
regarding the dilatory manner in which municipal lien 
certificates were being issued to the public and it was 
found, after investigation, that it was necessary to 
secure information from two or three divisions of different 
departments before the certificate could be accurately 
filled out and issued. The various departments and 
divisions involved were notified to speed up their 
operations and to cooperate with the Treasury Depart- 
ment in the expediting of this work, and at the present 
writing the operation has improved to such an extent 
that no complaints have been received since the month 
of August, when the matter was first brought to our | 
attention. 

17. Atlas Survey — Several meetings were held during 
the year with city engineers regarding the atlas require- 
ments of varous departments. Departments requiring 
atlases in their work have been experiencing some 
difficulty in keeping present old and dilapidated atlases 
up to date because of the fact that the Bromley organiza- 
tion, the original manufacturer, had closed their Boston 
offices because of the lack of business in this particular 
field, and their last issuance of an Atlas was in the year 
1938, some seventeen years ago. Since that time many 
physical changes have occurred throughout the city, 
expecially in the Boston Proper, West Roxbury, and 
Hyde Park areas. Endeavoring to keep the 1938 issue 
of the atlas up to date has resulted in a hodgepodge of 
interpolations difficult for anyone to distinguish except 
the individual responsible for the corrections or deletions. 
At first it was believed that the Engineering Division 
of the Assessing Department could initiate a program 
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to produce a workable atlas for use by all departments, 
but when it was ascertained that it would require a 
period of at least ten years, and the additional employ- 
ment of several civil engineers and draftsmen to finish 
the product, it was decided to contact the Bromley 
organization at their New York office. Their repre- 
sentatives appeared before us and admitted that this 
would be a lengthy program which would require their 
services for at least four years or longer before the project 
would be completed. They have agreed, however, to 
start production of an atlas covering Boston Proper 
only, which they believe they can issue on or about 
October 1. The Board has given this proposal favorable 
consideration and approval, provided the Bromley 
people can give us definite costs and time estimates 
on a proposal to prepare up-to-date atlases for the 
balance of the city. This they have agreed to do at 
the earliest possible date. 

An outstanding engineering firm in Boston was also 
approached on the possibility of preparing maps through 
the utilization of an aerial survey in the first instance, 
and engineering and drafting work as a second proposal. 
It was estimated that the cost of doing this particular 
work would be in the vicinity of $350,000 to $400,000 
and could be completed in a period of four years. The 
Board has all proposals under consideration at the 
present time, and is awaiting a report from the Bromley 
organization before taking definite action. It is the 
consensus of opinion that this work is vital and necessary 
for the efficient operation of the departments involved, 
namely: 


Administrative Services Department 
Assessing Department 

Building Department 

City Clerk Department 

Fire Department 

Health Department 

Law Department 

Parks and Recreation Department 
City Planning Board 

Public Works Department 

Real Property Department 
Boston Traffic Commission. 


18. Printing of Police and Voting Lists — With the 
intent of lowering the cost of producing the annual list 
of residents and the voting lists, a new system of pro- 
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duction was inaugurated the latter part of this year in 
the Printing Plant. In line with the action of other 
progressive cities throughout the country, a new system 
of addressographic offset, replacing the letterpress 
process, has now been installed, and we are hopeful 
that the results of our endeavors will be indicated 
through this new labor-saving, cost-reducing method 
in the not too distant future. However, it is anticipated 
that the first year of operations will not give a true 
picture of what we eventually hope to attain in the 
matter of savings in production costs. During the 
first year of operation, individual plates for each person 
on the police list will have to be cast, but in future years 
these same plates can be utilized and new plates will 
be required only for new residents or those having a 
change of address. The major operation will be a part 
of this year’s program and, as stated previously, we 
cannot be too optimistic in connection with savings in 
the initial year of production. ‘The retention of plates 
covering the list of residents from year to year and the 
utilization of the same plates for additional purposes, 
such as the addressing of various types of tax bills, 
should eliminate in future years the costly expenditures 
which now exist in the printing of police and voting lists. 


19. Consolidation of Library Printing Section with 
Printing Plant — A survey of the printing section of 
the Library Department disclosed that the need for 
a printing section was questionable because of the 
small volume of work produced and the obsolete condi- 
tion of the equipment utilized. The Board decided 
that the operation of a printing section in the Library 
Department was only a duplication of work being 
performed in the Printing Plant and recommended to 
the library officials that the section be abolished and 
that the future printing requirements of the library 
be handled by the City Printing Plant. After several 
discussions on the matter, it was agreed to transfer 
all salvageable equipment to the Printing Plant to- 
gether with the two employees involved. Up to the 
present writing it has been impossible to effect the 
desired transfer because of work already initiated but 
not completed. However, we are hopeful that arrange- 
ments can be made before the first of April to accomplish 
the consolidation as recommended, with additional 
savings being realized in printing costs. 
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20. Business Operations at the Hospital Department — 
Since the reorganization, whereby the operations of the 
Long Island Hospital and the Sanatorium have been 
placed under the jurisdiction of the superintendent and 
trustees of the Hospital Department, many problems 
for centralizing control have arisen, one of the major 
ones being the subject of business operations. Several 
studies and surveys were made in this connection, with 
new procedures being installed gradually and carefully 
in the matter of reporting, accounting, auditing, etc., 
which we believe will show beneficial results before the 
end of the coming year. 


21. Use of Manila Clasp Envelopes — Savings in small 
items of office supplies and equipment do not appear 
sufficiently important to the average individual to war- 
rant consideration or attention, but it must be remem- 
bered that each little saving in the course of a working 
day amounts to an appreciable saving at the end of the 
year. One of the members of the Board, John V. Moran, 
Purchasing Agent, directed our attention to the use 
being made by several of our large insurance companies 
and banks of a simple manila clasp envelope. It was 
found that when a person received papers enclosed in 
such an envelope, it was the usual procedure to toss it 
into the waste basket after removal of the contents 
and, in some instances, before removing the contents. 
Someone came up with the idea of placing punch holes 
in envelopes in order that one might ascertain at a 
glance whether or not the envelope was empty of its 
contents, and ruling off the envelope in sections so that 
it could be used for sixteen different deliveries of various 
papers within departments. This one envelope has now 
taken the place of sixteen envelopes, and if we multiply 
this saving in one department with the number of 
old-type envelopes used each day in every department 
of the city it is only logical to assume that substantial 
savings are bound to be realized during the course of a 
year’s operations. These envelopes are now in use in 
this department and it is hoped that all departments 
in the city and county will follow suit, especially in the 
larger departments where interdepartmental correspond- 
ence is a major function. 

22. Procedures on new Legislation—Chapter 60, Acts 
of 1955 — Upon the enactment of this legislation in- 
creasing the amount from $1,000 to $2,000 on all con- 
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tracts not requiring public advertising, the Board, at 
the suggestion of Joseph P. Lally, City Auditor, con- 
sidered several systems for expediting and controlling 
future city business negotiated under the provisions of 
this act. Because of slight differences of opinion on 
some phases of the procedures submitted, it was agreed 
to have the City Auditor give the subject further study 
and report back to the other members of the Board at an 
early date. We hope to act on the matter in the very 
near future in order that you might issue an executive 
order covering procedures to be followed. 


23. City Record Subscriptions — At the suggestion of 
the chairman, the Board recommended the distribution 
of the Crty Record to all departments without charge. 
This new procedure will eliminate many bookkeeping 
details and will obviate the necessity of authorizing 
appropriations for individual departments. 


24. Crime Reporting — The Chairman of the Board, 
Charles J. Fox, was appointed by his Honor, the Mayor, 
the latter part of the year to make a study of the Boston 
Police Department crime reporting, with which the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation in Washington was not 
too well pleased. Mr. Fox worked and cooperated with 
Mr. Dearborn, the Governor’s representative, and the 
Police Commissioner’s representative, making a trip to 
Philadelphia and reviewing and studying the system 
they have in operation, which is considered one of 
the best in the country. As a result of the studies of 
this group, which were submitted to this Board for con- 
sideration and comment, procedures have been im- 
proved to a large extent and it is believed that, with the 
cooperation of the Police Commissioner, Boston’s crime 
reporting in the future will not be a subject for criticism 
but should be a subject for commendation. 

25. Preparation of a Procedural Manual — One proj- 
ect which has long been overdue in Boston concerns the 
issuance of a procedural manual. In order to manage 
or operate any type of business, the manager or operator 
is obliged to depend on certain key personnel for the 
proper functioning of his business and all employees 
within the framework of that business should, and 
generally do, know just what is expected of them and 
to whom they are responsible. The management of a 
city, a city department, or a division of a city depart- 
ment is just as important to the proper functioning of 
its affairs as it is to the manager or operator of a business 
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corporation. With this thought in mind, the chairman 
of the Board delegated the administrative secretary to 
make a study of operations and procedures within the 
Administrative Services Department, with a view to 
preparing a manual which could be used as a pattern 
for other city departments to follow in setting up 
definite procedures and chains of command for the 
proper functioning of their operations. This manual 
has been prepared’ and approved by the Board and 
should be ready for issuance and distribution in the 
very near future. It will contain organizational charts, 
definite procedures, employees’ duties, and, more par- 
ticularly, the chains of command within the Adminis- 
trative Services Department. It is the intention of the 
Board to distribute these manuals to all city depart- 
ments, requesting that department heads set up a 
similar plan for their own specific departments and 
return a copy of their finished product to the Adminis- 
trative Division of this department to be incorporated 
in a city manual which will cover all departments. We 
believe this work is not only essential to the proper 
functioning of city government but will eliminate, to 
a large extent, many argumentative points that are 
brought up daily within various departments with 
resultant losses of time, effort, and the taxpayers’ 
money. 


ADMINISTRATIVE DIVISION 


The activities and functions of this division are more 
or less self-explanatory, since all actions of the Board, 
as previously outlined, are initiated here. However, in 
addition to these duties, all communications of an 
administrative nature are processed; minutes of all 
Board Meetings are compiled; various reports and 
bulletins are also prepared and issued, both for your 
perusal and the perusal of department heads; meetings 
are arranged with various city, state, and business 
officials in connection with city business; and, in view 
of the fact that our chairman is also Chairman of the 
Public Safety Commission, many subjects of public 
safety are also processed herein. 


BupGeEt DIVISsIon 


This division has completed several individual sur- 
veys of a budgetary character in addition to its regular 
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duties of watching and controlling the expenditures of 
all city and county departments. The assembling and 
composition of the 1956 annual budget required many 
weeks of concentrated effort on the part of employees 
involved, with further progress being made in the prin- 
ciples of Program or Performance budgeting. This is 
only the second year the Program Budget has been in 
effect and we have received some very fine commenda- 
tions from other budget officers in other cities, which 
were most encouraging and conducive to our continuance 
of this new phase of municipal operations. In the first 
year of Program Budgeting, we limited programs to 
personal services expenditures, but expanded the pro- 
grams this year to include other expenditures. We are 
of the opinion that it will take five years’ experience in 
program budgeting to attain the perfection to which we 
aspire. We have not attempted to enter into unit costs 
and other features which will tend to make municipal 
budgets of the future more comprehensible to the average 
citizen. 


PERSONNEL DIVISION 


The routine duties of this division require a large 
volume of paper work for the efficient maintenance of 
complete personnel records, the processing of all per- 
sonnel matters relative to permanent or temporary 
appointments in the city government (except Library, 
Police, and School Departments) and the administra- 
tion of the compensation plan established for city and 
county employees. Many studies have been initiated 
and conducted by the Supervisor of Personnel to improve 
and coordinate the handling of personnel matters. A 
contract was instituted the latter part of the year with 
the Remington-Rand organization to establish a punch- 
card system within the division for the purpose of ascer- 
taining statistical information in a more efficient manner 
than previously existed. We are of the opinion that the 
utilization of this punch-card system will eventually 
result in the expediting of statistical information, 
requests for which are numbered in the hundreds every 
year, and which require many hours of tedious labor, 
the results of which are not always accurate. Hundreds 
of contacts are made each day with the Civil Service 
Commission and various department heads regarding 
personnel matters of every character. Our relations 
with city and county employees since the reorganization 
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have improved noticeably because of a more modern 
approach to employees’ problems which, in the past, 
were given only a cursory review. 


COMPLAINTS DIVISION 


We have found, since the establishment of this divi- 
sion in October of 1954, that it has been a good invest- 
ment in the matter of better public relations. The 
number of complaints received by the Mayor’s office 
and other city departments has decreased substantially, 
and the public apparently has been pleased with this 
new system of filing complaints. Over 20,000 complaints 
were processed this year by this division, with the major 
portion being registered by telephone and the lesser 
portion by personal visits to the office. Where essential 
services have been affected, it has been the aim of this 
division to eliminate delays in satisfying the complain- 
ant, and this has worked out most satisfactorily to the 
complainant and the department concerned. The most 
common complaints received had reference to the re- 
moval of rubbish and garbage, unclean streets, and un- 
sanitary conditions in various sections of the city. We 
are grateful to the Commissioner of Public Works for 
his splendid cooperation and assistance in correcting 
these conditions when they were brought to his attention 
by this division. We are also grateful to other city 
departments for their cooperation and promptness in 
rectifying all types of complaints brought to their atten- 
tion. We believe this division has been a heavy contribu- 
tor to the cementing of public relations and to the saving 
of time for department officials and the public. To 
improve our method of adjudicating complaints and to 
make contacts more agreeable between city officials and 
the general public is the aim of this division; and we are 
certain we will reach our goal if department heads and 
the general public will cooperate as they have in the 
past year. 


PURCHASING DIVISION 


_ The placing of this division on a businesslike basis has 
been emphasized since the reorganization in the early 
part of 1954. Many advances have been made during 
the past year in this direction, with pleasing and success- 
ful results. Companies and individuals doing business 
with the city have noticed a complete change of atmos- 
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phere, with diplomacy and tact being gradually sub- 
stituted for unbusinesslike practices in the matter of 
purchasing. The operations of a central purchasing 
service for all city, and many county, departments 
require intelligent supervision and systematic manage- 
ment. We have strived to operate this division on the 
highest level possible, and believe we have succeeded in 
doing just that. The expansion of our bulk lot purchas- 
ing program, and the establishment of specifications and 
standards for the purchasing of canned goods are two 
examples of how purchasing costs can be reduced and 
procedures simplified. 

The Office Supplies Unit, established in the Printing 
Division in the latter part of 1954, has expanded its 
inventory to include practically every type of ordinary 
office supply, which are purchased in bulk lots at lower 
prices for distribution to city departments, with the 
savings realized being passed along to the departments 
concerned. 

Our Surplus Property Unit has been most active 
during the past year, accumulating and delivering sur- 
plus property which has been turned over to us and 
which we hold in storage until a requisition for a certain 
type of property we have on hand is received. We have 
been fortunate, through the cooperation of the Penal 
Institutions Commissioner, in having desks, chairs, and 
other types of office equipment repaired, painted, and 
put in first-class shape, without charge, for distribution 
to such departments requesting same. We have found 
that many articles which appeared to be dilapidated at 
first glance looked like new after being overhauled and 
reconditioned at our Deer Island institution. We expect 
to take on another responsibility in the near future 
through the establishment of an Office Machine Service 
Unit. It will then be our aim to turn over all surplus 
office machines, which appear to have no further use, for 
possible rehabilitation or salvage. 


PRINTING SECTION 


A general overhauling of our Printing Plant has been 
in existence for the past year for the purposes of 
increasing production and efficiency through the intro- 
duction of more modern methods of printing techniques. 
New fluorescent lighting and new machines of various 
models were installed, necessitating a change in the 
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electrical system at the Plant from D.C., one-phase 
current, to A.C., three-phase current, at a cost of 
approximately $19,000. 

With the intent of lowering the cost of producing the 
annual list of residents and the voting list, to which 
reference was made earlier in this report, a new system 
of addressographic offset was also installed. This equip- 
ment required the purchase of thirty addressograph 
plate cabinets, three automatic addressograph machines, 
six hundred thousand Pivoloktal frames, two automatic 
graphotype machines, one proofing machine, one manual 
graphotype machine, three multilith offset presses, and 
various other supplies, costing in the vicinity of $86,000. 


The following machines were purchased to replace 
models which had forty or more years’ service, thorough- 
ly outmoded, and costing the city money during every 
operation: three linotype machines, two monotype key- 
boards, one air compressor, one multipress, one wire 
stitcher, and one Trimo saw. The cost of the above 
equipment was in the vicinity of $50,000. 

The following machines were acquired for the pro- 
duction of work formerly included in costs for outside 
service; one Thompson typecaster, one monotype ma- 
terials making machine, one monotype keyboard clean- 
ing machine, and one Cleveland folding machine, 
totaling a cost in the vicinity of $21,000. 

With a total investment of some $176,000 to modernize 
our Printing Plant, made possible through the Equip- 
ment Loan, we believe we are now ready to go ahead 
and increase efficiency in operations and decrease the 
over-all costs of production. The modernization of a 
printing plant is not as simple as it might appear, as it 
will become necessary for the men operating the older 
types of machines in the past to accustom themselves 
to the operation of modern machinery and modern 
techniques. 

Other recommendations of the Board for the efficient 
operation of this plant consist of more systematic 
inventory controls of paper stock; savings in quality of 
papers used; elimination of all work possible now being 
let out on contract; improved billing costs and pro- 
cedures; standard specifications for all repeat or stand- 
- ard forms; and the stocking of sufficient quantities of 
general forms in city-wide use. 

We realize that we have taken on a responsibility 
that will require constant supervision, capable and 
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efficient management and employee cooperation, which, 
if all objectives can be obtained, will result in Boston 
reducing its printing costs to a minimum, and its volume 
of production to a maximum. 


ART COMMISSION 


Although the Art Commission is not subject to the 
supervision or control of this Board, however, under 
the provisions of the existing ordinances, its annual 
report is incorporated herewith for your approval. The 
members of the Art Commission include the following: 


Newson W. Aupricu, Chairman, 38 Newbury street, Boston. 
Nominated by the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. 
Term expires May, 1959. 


Howarp T. Criincu, 177 State street, Boston. 
Nominated by the Boston Society of Architects, 1950. 
Term expires April 30, 1960. 


Marcarer FirzHucu Browne, 30 Ipswich street, Boston. 
Nominated by the Copley Society of Boston, 1952. 
Term expires April 30, 1957. 


Witit1AmM Emerson, 107 Massachusetts avenue, Boston. 
Nominated by the Museum of Fine Arts, 1943. 
Term expires April 30, 1958. 


DANIEL SARGENT, Secretary, 102 Eliot street, South Natick. 
Nominated by the Boston Public Library, 1946. 
Term expires April 30, 1956. 


David McKibbin of 103 Beacon street, Boston, is 
employed as a clerk on a part-time basis. 


As you are aware, this commission has custody and 
care of all works of art owned by the city. No work of 
art can be accepted by the city or erected or placed in 
any public way without the approval of this commission. 
In addition, it is also responsible for the upkeep of 
monuments in public squares and the care of existing 
paintings owned by the city. 

The city is fortunate in securing the services, without 
cost to the city, of such outstanding individuals who 
have the interests of the city at heart in the matter of 
works of art. Boston has always enjoyed a high stand- 
ing among other large cities of the country and the 
world in its appreciation of statuary and fine arts, and 
it is consoling to know that personages of high caliber 
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in this particular field have been selected over the years 
to take charge of this important phase of governmental 
operations. 

At the direction of the commission, the following 
matters were attended to or considered during the year: 


1. The large painting of ‘‘Webster’s Reply to Hayne,’ 
by Healy, in Faneuil Hall, was repaired, a patch having been 
applied to the canvas without having to remove the painting 
from the wall. 

2. The Civil War Monument, in Eliot square, Jamaica 
Plain, was cleaned of paint marks, egg, and lipstick stains. 

3. The Civil War Monument, in John Donovan Park, 
Dorchester, had the work of vandals removed. 

4. The commission is continuing its consideration of 
plans for the development of Copley square to provide a 
setting worthy of its surroundings. It is hoped that when 
the way is made clear, as determined by the Boston Traffic 
Commission, this project will be brought under early con- 
sideration. 

5. The condition of the Shaw Monument by Saint- 
Gaudens, on the Common, opposite the State House, has 
been the cause of some uneasiness for the past several years. 
The engineering firm of Gilbert Small & Co., was engaged 
to make a study of the condition of the stonework surrounding 
the bronze and, as a result of these recommendations, it 
has been decided that the commission must take steps to 
arrest deterioration and restore the monument, a very 
expensive operation, for which funds will have to be found 
outside the limits of this commission. 


Mr. Nelson W. Aldrich has served during 1955 as Art 
Commission member of the Board of Censors of Plays 
and his successor, Miss Margaret FitzHugh Browne, 
has been appointed to serve during the year 1956. 


SUMMARY 


This has been another most interesting and educational 
vear in the operations of the city government, especially 
the operations of this department. Our long-term ob- 
jective is to bring about economy in operation and a 
better understanding of municipal fiscal needs. During 
the year we have gathered and correlated various statis- 
tics concerning the operations and activities of other 
large cities, and have taken into consideration only 
those subjects which warranted immediate attention. 
Many suggestions and words of encouragement, re- 
ceived from various sources, proved very stimulating, 
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we assure you. However, we are aware of the many 
other problems requiring solution in the immediate 
future, and many of these problems will receive our 
attention and consideration this year. Being optimistic, 
rather than pessimistic, we believe that we can be of 
service to you and the people of Boston in an endeavor 
to recommend solutions, whenever possible, of such 
pressing problems as might require administrative 
review and action. 

We trust that our efforts this year will prove bene- 
ficial to the city and to the general public in the immedi- 
ate future, and that our future efforts in the development 
of modern thinking in the management of municipal 
affairs will result in Boston attaining that place among 
the larger cities of the world that merited her being 
recognized as the ‘‘Hub of the Universe” during the 
early years of the present century. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES J. Fox, Chairman, 

JoHN V. Moran, Purchasing Agent, 

JoHN A. SULLIVAN, Supervisor of Personnel, 
‘James E. Giupea, Collector-Treasurer, 
JosppH P. Lauuy, Coty Auditor. 


LAWRENCE W. COosTELLO, 
Administrative Secretary. 


Crry oF Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING cetera SECTION 


[DocuMENT 3—1956.] 





ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1955 


Assessors’ OrricE, Ciry Hatt ANNEX, 
Boston, Mass., January 1, 1956. 
Hon. JoHN B. Hynes, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
Str,—In accordance with the requirements of the 


existing ordinance, the Board of Assessors respectfully 
submits the following report for the year 1955: 


Tax WARRANTS 

State warrants were received from the Commonwealth | 

of Massachusetts for the calendar year 1955, to be pay- 
able as of November 20, 1955, as follows: 


Audit of Municipal Accounts ant’) Ae ts eek $4,260 70 
G. L., ch. 44, ss. 41-46A (as amended) 
State Petnination of Retirement System . . ... 12,244 59 


G. L., ch. 32, s. 21 (as amended) 

Metropolitan Districts Area: 
Metropolitan Parks. cdl ek ot UA HEE 
G. L., ch. 92, ss. 54-59A (as amended) 


Se cosolitan Sewerage: 
L., ch. 92, ss. 5-8 oe eee 


North System : a ae k 153,419 55 
South System : f ; ; : 449,790 57 
Boston Metropolitan Thisteict erpenees hae ee Ae a 2,160 63 


Acts of 1929, ch. 383 (as amended) 


Metropolitan Transit Authority: 
Acts of 1947, ch. 544, ss. 8A-13 a ae gee 
Operating Deficiencies pede lel) 45,184,200 52 
SENET ee ee 516,087 76 


— 


Carried forward $6,502,888 87 
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Brought forward $6,502,888 87 
Smoke Inspection Service 4 ; et : ; : 16,578 28 
Acts of 1954, ch. 672, s. 6 

Youth Service Board : ; : : ; : ; F 61,952 84 

$6,581,419 99 

Metropolitan Water Tax* . t . ‘ : . 98,222,387 52 
. Li, ch. 92, 8. 26 (as amended) 

(EOL EAP oe es ese ees . Ee eee tee ese oy 1 


*The Board of Assessors received this state warrant in accordance 
with the provisions of chapter 92, General Laws, and all acts in addition 
and amendment thereto entitled ‘‘An Act to Provide for a Metropolitan 
Water Supply,” $3,222,387.52. This amount was not included in the 
amount upon which the rate of taxation was based, as the estimated 
income of the Water Division of the City of Boston was sufficient to meet 
the expenditure. 


Pott Tax ASSESSMENT 


The number of polls recorded for assessment before 
June 14, 1955, and included in the estimate that deter- 
mined the rate of taxation for the current year, was 
233,347. Under the operation of the law providing for 
supplementary assessment of omitted male persons 
liable to assessment, there were added to the list 3,790 
polls, making the total number of males assessed, 


Bottle 
TAXABLE VALUATIONS 


The valuation of the city as of the first day of January, 
1955, determined by the assessors July 25, when the 
rate of taxation for the current year was fixed, was as 
follows: 





Value of land ; ; ; : . $539,281,400 00 
Value of buildings : : . 870,056,500 00 
Total value of real estate. : , : ; . $1,409,337,900 00 
Total value of personal estate. : : ; . 132,162,100 00 
Total valuation. , . $1,541,500,000 00 
Assessments under the provisions pf d 75 and 76 of 
ch. 59, G. L., Real Estate 144,600 00 
Assessments under the provisions of ss. “™5 ian 76 of 


ch. 59, G. L., Personal Estate ; : 46,400 00 


The total taxable valuation of the city upon which 

taxes were assessed for the financial year 1955, 
when all assessments were made, was . ; : . $1,541,691,000 00 
LRN 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 3 


EXEMPT VALUATIONS 


Real estate of the United States. . $126,883,100 00 
Real estate of the Commonwealth . . 168,188,000 00 
Real estate of the City of Boston . . 295,121,900 00 
Real estate of houses of religious wor- 

ship (and parsonages) , : . 41,948,300 00 


Real estate of charitable, scientific, and 
literary corporations, incl we ceme- 
tertes, etc. . . . 165,661,500 00 


Personal property of Dauratable: sclen- 
tific, and literary corporations esti- 


mated, tangible . ’ - : ; 29,053,243 66 
Total exempt valuation ; . $826,856,043 66 


Grand total valuation as of January 1, 1955 . . $2, 368, 547, 043 66 





THe RATE oF ASSESSMENT AND TAXES COMMITTED TO 
THE COLLECTOR 


The rate of taxation was determined by the assessors 
to be 6.98 per cent, or $69.80 per $1,000; of this rate 
$2.82 was for state, $2.91 for county, and $64.07 for 
the city tax, of which $15.09 was for schools. 


Real and Personal Property Taxes . : . $107,596,700 00 
Real and Personal Property Taxes, Supplementary ; 13,331 80 
er mperiveiexes..) = |. . |. lw. CU CTC. § 107,610,031 80 
Poll Taxes at $2.00 ; - A : ; ; : 466,694 00 
Poll Taxes, Supplementary ; ; , ; : ; 7,580 00 
Grand Total Taxes on Property and Polls . . $108,084,305 80 
ine mene 


The collector was also notified that there was due the 
City of Boston from the Commonwealth of Massachu- 
setts under the provisions of chapter 12, section 12, of 
Revised Laws, amended chapter 161, Acts of 1903, 
the sum of $15,655.59 on account of Chestnut Hill 
Reservoir. There was due also from the Town of 
Brookline, under the same provisions of law, the sum 
of $224,292.07 on account of Brookline water supply. 


In the year 1955 also there was assessed to the Town 
of Brookline the additional sum of $1,786.88, being an 
inheritance by the Town of Brookline for part of the 
estate, located in the City of Boston, formerly owned 
by the late Isabel M. Anderson (Pond at Avon). 


There was also due under the provisions of chapter 59, 
section 8, General Laws, the sum of $13,436.66, being 
an excise tax on persons owning ships and vessels. 
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ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 5 
VALUATION, JANUARY 1, 1955 
Ward Real Estate apenas | Total Polls 
Jes. 28 os 23 tee 20e.- $42,767,500 $1,860,600 $44,628,100 15,325 
MES ocak A Nake 34,917,600 687,500 35,605,100 6,831 
Dent bce adh Mek ove 413,176,400 85,932,100 499,108,500 16,704 
BAe ee ee 94,918,000 914,200 95,832,200 10,863 
yoke Pe eee or 165,282,300 31,206,300 196,438,600 10,999 
a ots ob Sate 74,436,700 1,362,600 75,799,300 7,896 
I ek dE TE 26,959,700 523,400 27,483,100 9,637 
Bie ahs. a As. 28,613,200 1,026,000 29,639,200 7,646 
DEAE ive XMAS EN 24,761,200 1,173,500 25,934,700 9,023 
ili Rae eh ea ae 18,623,200 273,300 18,896,500 7,846 
BAR slash dee SN 24,542,100 476,800 25,018,900 8,593 
Ro Saian st ues she A 30,349,100 361,500 30,710,600 10,321 
Oy ee ee ae ee 24,125,800 385,500 24,511,300 9,382 
be . od. dee ee 43,696,000 784,200 44,480,200 15,257 
ee he of aa eT Ss 21,174,700 338,400 21,513,100 Chant 
NOH AT. &~ Ae iti. FRR. 35,081,600 725,800 35,807,400 9,898 
Rae tes a kb aii eet 34,562,000 478,300 35,040,300 9,725 
DA cle eee ko ie 53,950,200 1,397,700 55,347,900 15,638 
ee ea ea 33,055,400 486,100 33,541,500 9,183 
v1 0) See Gy eee 58,171,600 479,800 58,651,400 12,624 
i 4S ee 0 ee 75,105,700 606,900 75,712,600 12,049 
WEAVE: 1. 5.0he Swi T aA é 51,117,900 681,600 51,799,500 10,196 


— |__| Sf | 


2, ae $1,409,337,900 $132,162,100 $1,541,500,000 233,347 
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VALUATION, JANUARY 1, 1954 











Ward Real Estate halter | Total Polls 
RAMEN Bs ko $42,837,600 $1,986,800 $44,824,400 | 15,519 
7 a ys 34,119,800 734,000 34,853,800 | _—_7,003 
gree es 437,875,700 86,329,700 524,205,400 | 16,976 
“Win ii Bika 95,589,500 950,400 96,539,900 | 11,125 
SRE. Oe, 168,678,700 31,421,200 200,099,900 | 11,003 
) SAA a ee 77,207,800 2,005,200 79,213,000} 8,283 
Fa = | Sek ee 26,725,800 549,400 27,275,200 | ‘9,767 
POS. Be ROPER 28,668,200 1,134,200 29,802,400 | 8,027 
Dt flutes 24,731,900 1,211,600 25,943,500 | 9,496 

fOree: Os 18,113,900 288,600 18,402,500 | 7,476 
ree, Lee 24,589,800 506,200 25,096,000 |. 8,766 
FARR ait 30,418,700 432,900 30,851,600 | 10,626 
(RIES 5 PPL IAN, 23,802,700 313,500 24,116,200 | 8,295 
RAL. OEE 44,071,800 920,400 44,992,200 | 15,007 
et ee 20,988,900 381,900 21,370,800 | 7,780 
TGs Re, 34,917,700 784,100 35,701,800 | 10,042 
he (| ae 34,637,400 483,100 35,120,500 | 9,722 
GER. Gee 51,456,700 1,377,300 52,834,000 | 15,402 
TO8 cop ties 32,598,400 520,500 33,118,900 | 9,228 
ihe d ee ae ee 56,225,100 507,200 56,732,300 | 12,478 
RAS ee 74,924,300 790,100 75,714,400 | 12,075 
B37. wah Oe re 49,081,100 786,200 49,867,300 | 10,051 

Totals, eee $1,432,261,500 |  $134,414,500 | $1,566,676,000 | 234,147 
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RECAPITULATION OF GAIN AND LOSS 
Real and Personal Estate 


Real and Personal, 1954 —yj. 7; : ; . ; .  $1,566,676,000 
Real and Personal, 1955 yx. : ; : ’ : 2 1,541,500,000 
Loss ee $25,176,000 
Real Estate, 1954 Pe ee ee wp. $1,452,261,500 
Real Estate, 1955 rs nD baila pte 1,409,337,900 
Loss ’ : ee 9 ee . ! $22,923,600 
Personal Estate, 1955 . : : : ; : . . $134,414,500 
Personal Estate, 1954 . : é : : : ; : 132,162,100 
Loss IS $2,252,400 
Loss, Real Estate : : : : : : ; . $22,923,600 
Loss, Personal Estate . . : : : : : : 2,252,400 
Net Loss, Real and Personal Estate Mbi-paden $25,176,000 


1955 DIVISION OF TAX RATE 

















1954 1955 

City (excluding Schools) . : d : : . $50 87 $48 98 
County . ‘ : - : : : ; 2 ; 3 00 2 91 
State ; : ; : : : : : : : 3 da 2 82 
General Rate : } . ? . P ; , $57 40 $54 71 
School Rate . ; : : : : ; : F 12 40 15 09 
Total Tax Rate . J 5 ; : : : $69 80 $69 80 

Assessors 
Epmunp J. Burke, Chairman 
JAMES H. ALPHEN LAWRENCE J. Moore 





Joun P. Douerty, Hxecutive Secretary 
JEREMIAH A. CoakiEey, Head Administrative Clerk 
Henry P. Irevanp, Head Clerk 


Rate declared July 25, 1955. 
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DETAIL OF STATE ASSESSMENTS 


| 1954 | 1955 
METROPOLITAN District COMMISSION: 
Maintenance Assessments 4 3 $1,657,604 36 | $1,783,927 67 
Boston Arena Authority . / . 130,616 85 — 
METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY: 
Operating Deficits . : ; : 5,425,606 98 4,184,207 52 
Debt Retirement. ; : : 509,649 48 516,087 76 
STATE ASSESSMENTS . ; : : 105,982 56 97,197 04 
ots ; : ‘ ' : $7,829,460 23 | $6,581,419 99* 


*The above amount, included in detail of state assess- 
ments, which was received by the Assessing Department 
under provisions of law from the Commissioner of 
Corporations and Taxation, was used in determining 
the tax rate. The warrants issued by the Treasurer 
and Receiver-General of the Commonwealth were 
received by the Assessing Department on June 1, 1955. 
The difference is adjusted each succeeding year. 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 


DETAIL OF GENERAL APPROPRIATIONS 


City BUDGET: 
General Government 
Public Safety . 
Public Works . 
Health 
Hospitals . : 
Public Welfare. 
Libraries . 
Parks and Recreation 
Miscellaneous . 


Total . 
Special (Statutory): 
Debt Service 
Pension Systems 
Hurricane Emergency 
Overlay Deficit (’54- ~53~52~51— 
50, Funding) ; 


Total 
County BuDGET: 
General Government 
Correction : 
Judicial 
Medical Examinations 
Other. : ; 
Miscellaneous . 
Special (Statutory —Debt Service) 


Total . ; ele 
ScHOOLs: 
Maintenance, Buildings, 
Appro riations 
Special (Statutory—Debt Service) 


Excess 


Total 
STATE: 
Metropolitan District Commission 
Metropolitan Transit eaeee 
State Assessments... 


Total 


SUMMARY: 
City . 
County 
Schools 
State 


Total 


1955 


$5,514,038 24 
25,700,306 51 
10,484,889 00 
1,846,613 00 
16,582,130 00 
23,694,676 00 
3,253,680. 00 
3,427,179 00 
6,137,069 00 


$96,640,580 75 


$6,214,981 99 
2,791,743 26 
1,003,073 00 


7,787,119 42 


$1,258,781 00 
1,461,410 40 
3.676,412 52 

75,912 00 
58,125 00 
170,000 00 
107,771 25 


$121,245,910 59 


$28,272,536 96 


188,848 75 


$149,707,296 30 


$1,783,927 67 
4,700,295 28 
97,197 04 


1954 


$5,302,230 13 
26,042,208 46 
10,021,218 67 
1,816,713 07 
15,469,563 00 
22,863,283 14 
3,205,655 00 
3,481,230 00 
5,098,284 56 


$94,200,386 03 


$5,915,465 26 
3,076,764 46 


6,420,042 25 


$114,437,498 42) $109,612,658 00 


$1,243,966 17 
1,430,912 59 
3,547,243 72 

75,800 36 
58,225 00 
180,000 00 
110,508 75 


$116,259,314 59 


$27,330,966 76 


156,943 75 


$143,747,225 10 


$1,788,221 21 
5,935,256 46 
105,982 56 





$156,288,716 29 


$114,437,498 42 


6,808,412 17 
28,461,385 71 


6,581,419 99} 


$151,576,685 33 


$109,612,658 00 


6,646,656 59 
27,487,910 51 
7,829,460 23 








$156,288,716 29 





$151,576,685 33 
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TWO-YEAR TAX RATE COMPARISON 
APPROPRIATIONS AND CHARGES 1955 1954 
CITY 
Ganga IMSinLONEaNCG Lute oie ce cieieatie eld oe ote $92,260,580 75 $90,550,386 03 
DebtiServichsck: wae poe eae eee tei ns lakes tine hie 6,214,981 99 5,915,465 26 
Pension Systemeses cee ft ociva we sks See ais. cE eee 2,791,743 26 3,076,764 46 
Non-GontributoryePensionser aw caictere cisaisrets celts tye 4,380,000 00 3,650,000 00 
Hurricane HIMersency es ees alele eh = eee ae ee L003 O75 AUN E eect cei Ars vic. sc 
COUNTY: 
Generslivisingensnce.s9 5 merits o nes eee oss flees 6,530,640 92 6,371,147 84 
Debt Bervice ter nine tice or oeere es ere CCR bis a treyeh ME one 07,771 25 110,508 75 
Non-Contributory le ODSIONS suns eiuhids enn ss sles eon 170,000 00 165,000 00 
SCHOOLS: 
Generals Maintenance. ce cit eis tien es oh se bee ne 22,799,007 19 22,982,853 41 
Debt Service ved BR rer rece oe Ger icitG (hn, heres 188,848 75 156,943 75 
School Buildings: 
Alterations snd epalrs...cs% on bcbe fies . «aac 2,059,305 80 1,967,397 25 
and send- Buildings Seren camtniwscea cs fa chase ene 134,775 00 166,490 00 
HXGESS “A DDLOPHIStIODS since tee cette. cnc oe ee 3,279,448 97 2,214,226 10 
METROPOLITAN DISTRICT COMMISSION: 
Maintenance Assessments...........cccccecececes 1,783,927 67 1,657,604 36 
Boston Arena Authority... 250125 o> + 0 2+ dens sehen nee 180,616 85 
METROPOLITAN TRANSIT AUTHORITY: 
Operating Diemoitee; . sis <s fee te cist. noe 4,184,207 52 5,425,606 98 
Debt Rebiremenii. hiss ccceretsse te obs: cieratesincs teens loos eon tee ene 516,087 76 509,649 48. 
Stata Assessmenten:. © cbs cation ib acass ste coen 97,197 04 105,982 56 
Overlay? 1954 Deficit; 22 00..0 2 ete. wee thse Sot ABO TE Weenie oe Lh stan x. s 
NODS SMehcit a: foee eee ee aac so. Oe Cee 101,029 49 1,287,562 14 
1051 Deficitve: Ge wee sews. 2a2 5.7 02s ee 1,066,168 99 1,697,035 31 
1950 /DORCIE.. Aaives clesite ce Cake as ee ee 685,981 91 1,435,444 80 
Pinding A ceounte ys wee hs eke ee 2,000,000 00 2,000,000 00 
Rey WLS Ss Sh es ee he ee Se Pee AP $156,288,716 29 $151,576,685 33 
ERE OE La 


REVENUES AND CREDITS 


DEPARTMENTAL REVENUE: 
City General 
Printing and Rent o0ards.os.- oc 1 sels he ci eee 
HousingsAuthority at: Socom oh ee ee ee 
COonnty eet cas ore oo ee Re ee wale al Rk Oe 
Saboolar-Dnogome:, 620) sina cats oe ack wes bee ee 
Appropriation balancesee seen. qicmiente eee 

STATE REVENUE: 
Indomeviiaxel gs. 032 wet ee eivacun wns bo. eeee 
COTDOTALG IUXGING LAX. I... ci ceue: vas eeeoeel 
Public LANds anes scree nie ee eee ee 


on Oe & We © Uh Os 6 BCs Tbs 6 sa 0 8 6 8 6 Ob ay pee 


OTHER REVENUE 
Motor Excise—Current Year.............ececeece 
Motor Excise-Prior Years... ..5:.).. cde ee bes mene 
Parking uVieter eceiptee ses siea seit Cr eee 
Lazd@itlepLoans acd senescent ae 


Net Requirements before Adding Overlay............ 
Overlay (83%) (4%) 


Amount to be raised by Taxation on Real and Personal 
Property (mciudinge Folia) cea eee 
Poll Tax (less). 5%, FRbes Se. SR pee A bine eee 


Amount to be raised by Taxation on Real and Personal 
Property.in' 1954 and 1056. ts. -- os eee ee cules 


oe te bon 0 2 bin € 6 OS p16 ep 6 0k e 6 2 6 8s Bee © 





$11,969,000 00 
706,000 00 
1,020,000 00 
950,000 00 
1,470,079 87 
128,927 32 


4,733,143 00 
5,765,429 00 
194,718 00 
377,620 87 
1,328,317 00 
12,400,000 00 
228,000 00 
130,000 00 
440,000 00 


4,083,000 00 
2,108,529 00 
397,000 00 
3,500,000 00 
$51,929,764 06 
no 


$104,358,952 23 
3,705,947 77 


$108,064,900 00 
468,200 00 


$107,596,700 00 
ee oeey 


$69 80 








$11,610,800 00 
800,000 00 
1,100,000 00 
900,000 00 
1,281,592 51 
665,872 22 


4,873,602 99 
6,180,209 69 
189,311 98 
393,700 89 
12,300,000 00 
175,000 00 
85,000 00 


3,000,000 00 
1,000,000 00 
441,000 00 


2 - Bie 16 60 die 6.08 2 ay 


344,996,090 28 
ire 








$106,580,595 05 
3,242,773 75 





$109,823,368 80 | 
469,384 00 





$109,353,984 80 
maaan nee ree meted 


$69 80 
anaes 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 


11 


VALUATION OF TAXABLE LAND AND BUILDINGS, 
BY WARDS, 1955 


“ee eee eee eeeee eee 


SiCh @e € we WS Ue wm ore @. 2 


ee 


eee eee eee eeer ese eee 


ee eee eee eee eee ase 


SO.) 2 Fs » oF 9-e 0 0 Oe 6 


ee eee ereee ee ee ees 


oes eererer eee eee eve 


-*ee eee ewe ee eer ese eee 


- © See Cet e es eee 6 


se ete ©. 6 @ 6 ge «¢ 6 6 6 


| Value Land | 


$13,312,800 


13,820,400 


219,263,200 


34,499,900 
65,731,100 
32,480,800 
9,041,600 
11,588,900 
12,229,100 
4,310,300 
6,534,900 
8,308,900 
6,718,800 
9,724,900 
4,919,400 
8,512,600 
8,815,100 
13,012,200 
9,091,800 
12,060,400 
22,183,700 
13,120,600 


$539,281,400 


Value 


Buildings 


$29,454,700 


21,097,200 
193,913,200 
60,418,100 
99,501,200 
41,955,900 
17,918,100 
17,024,300 
12,532,100 
14,312,900 
18,007,200 
22,040,200 
17,407,000 


~ 33,971,100 


16,255,300 
26,569,000 
25,746,900 
40,938,000 
23,963,600 
46,111,200 
52,922,000 
37,997,300 


$870,056,500 


| Total Value 


$42,767,500 


34,917,600 


413,176,400 


94,918,000 


165,232,300 


74,436,700 
26,959,700 
28,613,200 
24,761,200 
18,623,200: 
24,542,100) 
30,349,100 
24,125,800 
43,696,000 
21,174,700 
35,081,600 
34,562,000 
53,950,200 
33,055,400 
58,171,600 
75,105,700 
51,117,900 


$1,409,337,900 
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AGGREGATES OF EXEMPT VALUATIONS 


Real Estate Exempted from Taxation in Boston for the Years. 
1954 and 1955 by Class of Exemption Shown in Tabulation 


Year Year 
ee 1955 1954 
United States of America . ; ; $126,883,100 | $128,979,400 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts . . 168,188,000 | 144,940,100 
CiEVeD EB GRbOD meee see else oe oe a we ae es 295,121,900 | 296,278,000 
Houses of Religious Worship and Reli- 
gious Organizations ; a: 41,948,300 40,471,700 
All Others.. (Includes Literary, Chari- 
table, Benevolent Institutions, and 
All. Other pepe Not Separately 
Listed.)  . a+ gees 165,661,500 | 153,683,100 
Totals”. . . .' . '.  .| »$797;802,800-) $754.352;300 


Moror VEHICLE Excise Tax 


The motor vehicle excise tax was originally created 
by the passage of chapter 379 of the Acts of 1928, 
which law became effective as of January 1, 1929. 
This act provided that an excise tax should be assessed 
on all registered motor vehicles, in leu of the local tax 
formerly assessed on this class of property. This law, 
which became chapter 60A of the General Laws, was 
amended April 23, 1930, by the passage of chapter 244 
of the Acts of 1930, and further amended by Acts of 
1938, chapter 480. Two recent amendments are con- 
tained in the Acts of 1950, chapters 666 and 731. 

The tax is levied at an average state rate, and valua- 
tions at which these vehicles are assessed are determined 
by the State Tax Commission and forwarded to asses- 
sors of the various cities and towns throughout the 
Commonwealth. All valuations are therefore uniform. 

The number of motor vehicles assessed in 1955 was 
272,796, of which 71,877 were for the levy year of 1954 
committed in 1955. The total amount of the tax levied 
and warrants sent to the Collector of Taxes was 
$8,339,107.75, of which $1,933,043.00 was for the levy 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 15 


year of 1954. State rate for 1955 was $53.37, and for 
1954 was $51.86. 


SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS 


Street, Sewer and Sidewalk Assessments 


Under the operation of the existing laws the following 
amounts were added to the tax list and included in 
warrants sent to the Collector of Taxes: 


Assessment under chapter 521, Acts 1902, for “Laying Out 
and Construction of Highways and Sewerage Works Acts,” 
for street construction, which were divided into ten* equal 
parts, with interest, said interest being ieuned thirty days 
from date of commitment. $81,753 13 


Assessment under chapter 450, Acts of 1889, as rides by 

chapter 371, Acts 1912, for “Laying Out and Construc- 

tion of Highways and Sewerage Works Acts,” for sewers, 

which were divided into ten* parts, with ‘interest, said 

interest being figured thirty days from date of com- 

mitment . : 13,706 21 
Assessment under thapter 437, Acts of 1893, as suended by 

chapter 269, Acts of 1916, “In relation to Sidewalks, ”’ 

which were divided into fivet parts, with interest, said 

interest being figured : ad are from date of com- 

mitment . : ‘ i . : : ; 1,892 09 


motels. . $97,351 438 


Assessment under chapter 248, Acts ras 1935 (General Bare 
chapter 40, sections 42A to eng, of 1954 Water Liens, 





added to taxes . : 480,477 09 
lw te lw ~~ $577,828 52 
ings eee) 


* May now be apportioned over twenty years, on request. 
+ Apportionment is over ten years, on request. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES 


The appropriation - « $671,620 72 
The expenditures for the financial year for salaries, compen- 

sation of assistant assessors, clerk hire, books, stationery 

and incidentals are as follows: 


A. Personal Service . , : . $581,243 05 
B. Service Other than Personal . . 42,779 15 
Co: Bouinmeniey bo hse s ke Poe ee 24,371 72 
D. Supplies, etc. « FOR ‘ 3 : ; 4,045 48 
F. Miaiscellaneous Ha: ‘ f : A 3,148 77 

—————-. 656,188 17 

Balance unexpended .. 5) ON, OA .' 24° $15,432 55 

incre sccnamnac mest 


Respectfully submitted, 
Epmunp J. Burke, Chairman, 
Assessor of Taxes 
Board of 


James H. ALPHEN, Aghia itis 
Associate Assessor of Taxes : 
City of Boston 


LAWRENCE J. Moors, 
Associate Assessor of Taxes 


JoHN P. DoHERTY, 
Executive Secretary 


JEREMIAH A. COAKLEY, 
Head Administrative Clerk 


Henry P. IRELAND, 
Head Clerk 
Note:— By virtue of a City Ordinance, effective 
July 1, 1954, a Board of Review was created within the 
Assessing Department. The present members for 
1955 are: 
JOHN J. CHAPMAN, Chairman 
PuHitie J. CAMERLENGO, Member 
Huntineton W. FRotTHINGHAM, Member 
Board of Review 


ABATEMENTS 
The amount of abatements on poll and motor vehicle 
assessments to December 31, 1955, was: 


Polls. a ee: Ce ee ee PONE $58,004 00 
Motor Excise. : 5 : ; ; ; ; ; 4 206,006 42 
Lota ato camer hd vise ; : : : ; $264,010 42 


— 
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AVERAGE OF ASSESSORS’ VALUATION FOR THREE YEARS* 


In accordance with the requirements of section 4 of 
chapter 5 of the Revised Ordinances of 1914 and General 
Laws, chapter 44, section 10, a statement is here- 
with included of the assessed valuation of the taxable 
property in the City of Boston for each of the preceding 
three years, the abatements thereon allowed previous 
to the thirty-first day of December preceding, and 
the average of such valuations reduced by such abate- 


ments. 








Year Valuations Abatements 

1953 ‘ ’ : : ; ; : $1,661,864,290 $97,760,400 

1954 ‘ : ‘ : ; : : 1,664,539,070 72,724,700 

1955 p ; ; : : : ; 1,630,967,700 17,378,600 
Totals. ; ‘ : : : $4,957,371,060 $187,863,700 
Less Abatements . ‘ t : 187,863,700 


$4,769,507,360 


Re ea rarnendal by chapter 244 nection 3, Acts of 1030. 
divided by 3 gives $1,589,835,787 — average valuation 
for three years less abatements. 

By the provisions of the Acts of 1949, chapter 117, 
the equivalent of the above valuation for school pur- 
poses (excluding motor vehicles) is $1,497,070,100. 
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AVERAGE VALUATIONS UsEp, FINANCIAL YEARS 
1917-18 To 1955 


Financial Year Basis, Three Years 

1917-18 8) OPPO 0 Se 0 
1918-19. : : ; ; t : F : ‘ 1,541,597,610 68 
1919-20... : : ‘ ' ‘ ; ‘ F ‘ 1,518,938,942 75 
1920-21 : : ; ; : : f ; ; ; 1,490,343,142 57 
1921-22... ‘ : ‘ ; : : : A ; 1,526,365,954 67 
VOLLDS iiiv be eabcbegsstuna’> «0» or Mis 3/0 ne nna TOL 
1923-24.) PRP Ne 7 Tp 
1924-25. : , : ; ; : : ; : 1,651,200,431 88 
1925-26 —.. : ; ; } : 5 7 ; : 1,720,250,701 60 
1926. ‘ : ; : : : : ; . : 1,780,945,466 16 
1 eg AN ; ; ; 4 ‘ : ; ; , 1,841,057,566 16 
1928. ’ : ‘ ; : : : : ; : 1,882,009,566 67 
1929. ; : : 4 : P : ‘ . : 1,909,255,300 00 
1930... . !.. . . 4 oy ened 
1931-7, ; , f : : : : : ; 3 1,973,091,133 33 
1932 . 7 ; : ‘ : - ° ‘ ; : 1,984,506,400 00 
1933. ; ; ; ; 4 2 . ; ; ; 1,945,584,733 33 
1934 . ? é ‘ ; : : ‘ ; . J 1,843,744,900 00 
1935 ‘ 1,744,959,500 00 
1936 .  1,675,264,600 00 
1947734 f 5 : ; p ‘ : ; : . 1,631,106,175 00 
1938 . : : ‘ : P : ; ; ; A 1,598,902,763 00 
1939 . , : ; : ; é _ 7 ; s 1,570,885,561 00 
1940. : ; : ; s : : : : : 1,543,610,935 00 
1941- bo aoe ay os wie. oe 
1942 . ‘ ; ‘ ; 4 , : ; ; : 1,481,586,003 00 
1943. ‘ : ; . : s : ‘ ; ‘ 1,460,074,903 00 
1944 . .  . . «4... 9), SR rere 
146. 2 tk 
1946. . : : F ; ; : P ; : 1,436,571,039 00 
1947 5. Uk ee eg 
1948. : < : ‘ : , 4 ‘ ‘ 2 1,471,948,589 00 
1949 . ; ; Y : : : : : : ‘ 1,500,576,133 00 
1950 . : : ; : , : ; : ; : 1,538,774,760 00 
1951 2a kee.) SO 
952... we gg 
1953°° 7 : ‘ ; : » F ; : : 1,580,293,053 00 
1954 . ‘ , : : : ‘ ‘ : F . 1,569,133,815 00 


1955 2 we te lk ey 


Notse.—Commencing 1926 the financial year begins on January 1. 
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NUMBER OF PROPERTY ITEMS ASSESSED 


Mm) at | eel | Bezeousl | water | Better 
I 263 6,525 611 451 120 
2 501 3,407 336 406 2 
3 494 6,014 6,693 613 5 
4 200 2,536 688 422 1 
5 301 4,038 3,160 384 8 
6 305 4,183 645 452 1 
7 174- 3,887 348 329 26 
8 199 2,906 421 A474 31 
9 344 3,459 804 937 — 
10 193 2,371 229 364 12 
Or Gare 210 3,601 323 543 10 
[SOM yh | 131 3,429 389 983 ~ 
seer 145 3,317 313 353 72 
ie) | 250 4,986 634 489 8 
15 75 3,153 262 329 9 
16 103 5,216 586 398 88 
17 123 4,939 310 398 100 
18 1,056 | 12,121 548 605 | 1,038 
19 174 5,030 313 524 171 
20 698 | 11,534 396 439 936 
21 85 2,703 470 262 9 
22 219 5,441 417 457 141 
Totals. . | 6,243 | 104,796 | 18,896 | 10,412 | 2,788 _ 
Supplementary . = in] 10 — — 


Totals . | 6,243 | 104,807 18,906 10,412 | 2,788 
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LIST OF ASSESSORS — 1955 


BOARD OF ASSESSORS 

EpMuUND J. BurKE, Assessor of Taxes 
JaMES H. ALPHEN, LAWRENCE J. Moore, 
Associate Assessors 


Deputy Assessors 


Puitip I. Conroy 
FRANK J. McFAarRLAND 
JEREMIAH A. CoaKLey, Head Administrative Clerk 
Henry P. Irevanp, Head Clerk 
Tuomas F. Gavin, Chief Personal Property Tax Division 
Joun A. SHARKEY, Senior Appraisal Engineer 


BoarD OF REVIEW 

JoHN J. CHAPMAN, Chairman 
Puitie CAMERLENGO, Member 
Huntineton W. FrorHinGHAM, Member 
Joun P, Douerty, Hxecutive Secretary 


JOHN J. O’CONNOR 
Paut J. OSWALD 











2 a 8 a 
= E Be = Assistant Assessors s z os “e Assistant Assessors 
A |El|a| @ A|E ji! a 

1 1] 14 1-2 | Paul M. Finan 26 9 2 2 John D. McLeod 

2 1 2 | 3-4 | Herbert A. Ellis 27 10 1 | 1-2 | John T. Finnegan 

3 2 1 | 1-2 | Frederick T. Desmond 28 11 1 | 1-2 | James J. Boyle 

4 21.2 3 William P. Driscoll 29 12 1 | 1-2 | William T. Inch 

5 3 1 1 Edward IF. Wallace 30 13 1 1-2 | John Quincy 

6 2 2 2 John M. Lanning 31 14 1 | 1-2 | Timothy J. Callahan 

“4 3 3 3 George A. Maloney 32 14 2 | 3-4 | Willard F. O’Brien 

8 se Be 4 Frank H. Whelan 33 15 1 | 1-2 | M. James Peters 

9-10 3 15-6} 5-6 | George H. Mitchell 34 16 1 | 1-3 | Helen M. Sullivan 
11-12} ‘3 |7-8| 7-8 | Warren Freeman, Jr. 35 16 21 2-4 | John P. Kenney 

13 3 9 9 Adolph H. Brauneis 36 17 1 | 1-2 | John F. Fitzpatrick 
14 St rLO 10 Frank A. Duggan 37 17 2 | 3-4 | John F. McCarthy 
15 Ws | ie John M. MacHugh 38 18 1 | 1-2-3] Leonard W. Dolan 
16 4 1 1 William F. Morrissey 39 18 | 2 |4-5-6] Robert T. Fowler, Jr. 
17 4 2 2 John C. Foran, Jr. 40 18 | 3 |7-8-9]| Edward J. Carroll | 
18 5 1 i] James J. Byrne 41 19 1 | 1-2 | Frederick A. Robinson ~ 
19 5 2 2 Norman S. Weinberg 42 19 2 | 3-4 | George D. Leavitt | 
20 5 3 3 Bernard F. Shadrawy 43 20 1 | 1-2-3] Albert Soosman : 
21 6 1 | 1-2-3 | Thomas P. O’Connor 44 20 | 2 |4-5-6| John T. Driscoll | 
22 6 2| 4-5 | Emmett J. Kelly 45 20 3 | 7-8-9 | George F. Cronin : 
23 7 1 | 1-2 | Louis M. Gropman 46 21 |1-2} 1-2 | Warren R. Moore ~ : 
24 8 1 1-2 | Harold L. Vaughan 47 22 1 | 1-2 | Robert E. McGovern 
25 | 9| 1] 1 | James R. Farrell 4g | 22| 2| 3-4 | John J. Riley, Jr. : 


ASSESSING DEPARTMENT 
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VALUATION OF REAL ESTATE, PERSONAL ESTATE, TOTAL 


CITY VALUATION AND POLLS 1947-1955 


YEAR Real Estate Personal Total 

















Kstate Valuation Polls 

ia. $1,410,039,100 | $148,571,800 | $1,558,610,900 | 260,487 

iS ee 1,441,620,300 | 140,373,700 1,581,994,000 | 258,208 

1949... 1,459,118,000 | 142,313,500 1,601,4381,500 | 255,225 

1950. 1,429,900,000 | 137,600,000 | 1,567,500,000 | 254,058 

iL Fa 1,433,186,800 | 137,573,200 1,570,760,000 | 249,997 

152%. 1,433,681,500 | 139,834,500 1,573,516,000 | 245,355 

953°. tit 1,428,187,400 | 137,478,600 1,565,666,000 | 240,513 

1954... 1,432,261,500 | 134,414,500 1,566,676,000 | 234,147 

195535 ) . 1,409,337,900 | 132,162,100 1,541,500,000 | 233,347 

TAXES ON PROPERTY — DISTRIBUTION OF TAX RATE 
Rate Per $1,000 
YER Real Estate See Total a ap ae Total 
i enera 
State | County | City Rate Rate 

1950... .| $90,083,700 00) $8,668,800 00; $98,752,500 00} $2 02 $3 34] $41 83] $47 19] $15 81) $63 00 
1951....| 90,004,131 04] 8,639,596 96| 98,643,728 00} 1 67 3 89} 4041] 4597] 16 83] 62 3¢ 
1952....| 95,769,924 20 9,340,944 60} 105,110,868 80 2 87 2 90| 47 94 53 71) 13 09) 66 80 
1953....| 100,972,849 18] 9,719,737 02] 110,692,586 20] 3 49 3 04] 51 67} 58 20! 12 50] 70 70 
 1954....| 99,971,852 70} 9,382,132 10] 109,353,984 80} 3 53 3 00} 50 87| 57 40) 12 40] 69 80 
—1955....| 98,371,785 42| 9,224,914 58] 107,596,700 00} 2 82 291} 48 98} 54 71] 15 09] 69 30 
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Motor Vehicle Excise Tax, 1929 to 1955 
YEAR Mone Vehicles Amount of Tax Tax Rate 
Assessed 

S999. wiscis js Paneabden ss setae oo a 128,453 $1,619,366 88 $29 65 
TORO AGS er eee ake aes 117,166 1,154,835 60 29 12 
IOSD ees. os cena eee tts. dps 112,228 903,360 22 29 25 
1952. Give, NS sepia wa 97,122 767,368 93 29 92 
1933 5. to bdect cake txue ve os /dne 89,789 628,922 09 31 55 
195M as ev Se che ste 90,785 606,561 91 32 14 
1955 alice vderdansari eas peer aioe 95,107 660,326 21 33 06 
INSEE; S10 OSE Pe aes Gri eekdaeee punt 106,819 779,183 87 33 38 
1S375 Ca Sutaee coebe Mitch teens 111,782 900,576 04 34 62 
1938 Rae ky Oice ees 108,367 882,498 89 35 15 
S39 evens tera ee ee 114,189 914,089 49 35 90 
1940 SUAS. er ete ate cham recs 120,792 1,013,768 21 36 40 
4b erie a ke Pe 128,342 1,211,379 84 36 80 
SMAI ET. Fy mine eae eee ee 99,403 934,767 22 36 46 
1943 Shes tage tee ee eee 87,369 603,744 70 36 33 
ISSAC eee eee en 86,949 441,618 65 35 85 
SGAS rt ks. Horas Pone ee Fee 89,459 355,486 51 35 60 
19AG O75 pH ee Se ees 108,550 576,263 10 35 40 
1947 cee rte ee ee 124,143 1,148,879 91 36 23 
ISAR CoN ee eek trier eee eee 132,901 1,626,886 39 38 07 
£949; lecuth® Vs eres Pecan enh: 147,604 2,248,090 78 41 32 
1958 Fv vowg ever Or OePrRe 166,351 2,875,962 79 44 16 
1950 S45, LP. A RRS 171,469 3,330,635 28 46 85 
1982 A 'Shss Gh eet eer ae 169,872 3,359,024 55 48 25 
US a a ie ek i, Deg 1 179,236 3,723,396 69 50 42 
L954 Ey ek ieee > cree eer aee 181,171 4,083,913 95 51 86 
1955 2702 |. SOR ee 195,894 4,935,600 15 53 37 
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Notr.—Prior to 1842 taxes were assessed on a basis of 50 per cent of true value. 


Custom discontinued in 1842 and thereafter. 
The city of Roxbury was annexed January 6, 1868. 


Valuation realestate . i : = 
personalestate . 5 


vt total 


first taking effect as a part of Boston in 1868. 
Population by state census of 1865 was 28,426. 
The town of Dorchester was annexed January 3, 1870. 
Valuation real estate. ‘ 
personal estate 
. total : 
first taking effect as a part of Boston t in 1870. 
Population by state census of 1865 was 10,717. 


The city of Charlestown was annexed January 5, 1874. 


Valuation realestate. . 4 ~ : 3 a 
personal estate 
. total 


first taking effect as a part of Potent in 1874. 
Population by United States census of 1870 was 28,323. 


The town of West Roxbury was annexed January 5, 1874. 


Valuation real estate . x : x . 5 F i 
te personal estate 
., total 3 “ : 5 7 F 


first taking effect as a part of omen: in 1874. 
Population by United States census of 1870 was 8,686. 


The town of Brighton was annexed January 5, 1874. 


Valuation realestate . s : - > “ 
sa personalestate . : Z 
£ total 


first taking effect as a part of Boston i in 1874. 
Population by United States census of 1870 was 4,967. 


The town of Hyde Park was annexed January 1, 1912. 
Valuation real estate . - J 4 F 


personal estate . A 4 3 ’ ; ; 
* total : 
first taking effect au a part * Boston j in 19 12. 
Number of polls, 4 


Population, United ‘States census, 15,507. 


City or Boston 


. 


$18,265,400 
8,286,300 


$26,551,700 said valuation 


$12,826,200 
7,489,500 


$20,315,700 said valuation 


$26,016,100 
9,273,582 


$35,289,682 said valuation 


$16,254,350 
5,894,250 


$22,148,600 said valuation 


$11,964,450 
2,584,081 


$14,548,531 said valuation 


$13,088,575 
2,540,690 


$15,629,265 said valuation 


ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


PRINTING esto Secrion 
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4 BOSTONIA j 
Cy T ONDITA AD. 


ANNUAL REPORT 
OF THE 
BOSTON RETIREMENT BOARD 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


Boston, January 31, 1956. 


Hon. Joun B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 


DEAR SIR: 


In accordance with section 20 of chapter 521 of the 
Acts of 1922 and section 20 (5) (1) of chapter 658 of the 
Acts of 1945, the Boston Retirement Board respectfully 
submits a combined annual report for the year ending 
December 31, 1955. 


The Boston Retirement System began operation on 
February 1, 1923, and the State-Boston Retirement 
System on October 1, 1946. 


The Retirement Board is composed of three members, 
Wilfred J. Doyle, as its chairman appointed by the 
Mayor, City Auditor Joseph P. Lally (ex officio), and 
John C. Kabachus, elected by the membership. The 
City Treasurer is the custodian of the funds, and Paul L. 
Carty is secretary and executive officer. 


i) 


City DocumMEeNT No. 5 


REPORT OF THE STATE-BOSTON RETIRE- 
MENT SYSTEM 


With the acceptance by the Mayor and the City 
Council on June 5, 1946, of chapter 658 of the Acts of 
1945, as amended by chapter 166 of the Acts of 1946, 
the State-Boston Retirement System for employees of 
the City of Boston and County of Suffolk was estab- 
lished on October 1, 1946. 


By the operation of that law, persons entering the 
employment of the City of Boston and County of Suffolk 
after September 30, 1946, whose compensation is paid 
by the City of Boston, automatically became members 
of the State-Boston Retirement System, unless in- 
eheible under its provisions, and the Boston Retirement 
System, which was established on February 1, 1923, 
by chapter 521 of the Acts of 1922, was closed to new 
members. 


Every person whose employment began prior to 
October 1, 1946, whether he was a member of the 
Boston Retirement System or had other pension rights 
or no pension rights at all, was given an opportunity, 
under certain conditions of make-up payments, to join 
the State-Boston Retirement System during the three- 
month period between October 1, 1946, and December 
31, 1946. 


By chapter 520 of the Acts of 1947 the employees were 
given an additional year and a half to join the State- 
Boston Retirement System. 


By chapter 355 of the Acts of 1950 the State-Boston 
Retirement System was re-opened for a sixty-day period, 
for another period of sixty days by chapter 379 of the 
Acts of 1952, and finally for another ninety-day period 
by chapter 684 of the Acts of 1954. 


Boston RETIREMENT Boarp 3 
The following table shows in detail the receipts and 


payments of the State-Boston Retirement System for 
the fiscal year ending December 31, 1955. 


THe STATE-Boston RETIREMENT SYSTEM 








RECEIPTS 

Balance as of December 31, 1954 . : : ; . $1,790,548 21 
Members’ contributions . : ; : : . 3,586,662 50 
Members’ make-up payments , 112,147 64 
Members’ contributions from Housing ‘Authority ; ‘ 386,215 04 
Members’ make-up payments from Boston Housing 

Authority members. . ; : ; ; 10,167 31 
Interest on investments . . 1,069,142 36 
Transferred from Boston Retirement Sy stem—Retired 

members : ‘ ’ : : ; ; 152,629 15 
Interest on bank deposits ; : ; 1,500 OO 
Redeposits of errors ! : ; é : 20 00 
Audit adjustment. 31 36 
Received from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts : 7,850 25 
Received from Fall River Retirement System. 3 165 36 
Received from Waltham Retirement System ; : 1,476 83 
Received from Middlesex Retirement System. 487 23 
Received from Commonwealth of Massachusetts Teachers 

Retirement System. ; ‘ 732,088 36 
Annual appropriation from City of Boston . : - 1,180,805 00 
Received from Hampshire County for pension li: ability 63 36 
Received from. Town of Brookline Retirement System for 

pension liability. ; : : 503 14 
Received from Boston Housing Authority ; 97,987 O00 
Received from City of Boston — W orkmen’ s Compensation 938 26 
Received from City of Boston Pension Accumulation Fund 232,399 00 
Received from City of Boston for administrative expenses 84,968 356 
Received from Boston Housing Authority for administra- 

tive expenses ! . ) 2,637 76 
Received from sales of securities : 522,722 30 
Recredit of amounts paid, pensions paid, and refunds — 4,852 89 

$9,929,003 67 
cies 2 ee ee eee 
PAYMENTS 

Interest paid. : : ‘ ; : : : P $7,492 70 
Annuities . : : : 558,379 41 
Annuities — Boston Housing Author ity ; ; 2,141 49 
Annuities — Beneficiaries : } : t : é 119,830 07 
Pensions. ‘ ; . 93,470,513 69 
Pensions —- Boston Housing Authority ; 18,906 88 
Bonds purchased __. ; ; : : , . 93,450,480 25 
REFUNDS: 

On account of resignations and dismissals : : 461,974 03 

On account of deaths . : ; ; 76,321 77 

On account of miscellaneous ; ; ; 10,704 84 

On account of transfers to other sy stems : ’ } 15,554 93 
Rerunvs ror Bosron Houstnc AutTHoRiIty ACCOUNT: 

On account of resignations . j P ; : 12,360 60 

On account of deaths . ' ' : 1,131 56 

On account of miscellaneous _. j 146 O1 


On account of transfers to other sy stems : ; : 359 14 
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To the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 


$10,498 70 








To the Teachers’ Retirement System 1,983 60 
To Middlesex County Retirement System . 1,055 45 
To the Newton Retirement System : 889 O8 
To the Norfolk County Retirement System 272 74 
To Medford Retirement System ; ; 13°77 
Transfers of members’ accounts —. : , 363 66 
Expenses. ; ; , ; ; ' , 88,274 31 

Total payments for 1954 ; . . $8,309,648 68 

Cash balance, December 31, 1955 ; . 1,619,354 99 

ote tee : : ; : ; : . . $9,929,003 67 


STATE=BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
Cash and Securities, December 31, 1955 





Cash . ; : $1,669,354 99 
Accrued interest : : , 274,122 92 
ag eat $1,948,477 91 
Securities. , : i ‘ ; } . 41,290,959 28 
‘Total © ; : : : : ; : . $43,234,437 19 


| 
Toran ASSETS 


Annuity Savings Fund é : : ; : ¢ . $33,467,743 86 
Annuity Reserve Fund. : , . 6,484,809 58 





Pension Fund . . ; 3 / ; 3,070,811 66 
Military Service Credit Fund | ; ' ‘ 211,032 82 
Expense Fund . ; ; ‘ ; 39 27 

Total . ; ‘ ; : : L . $43,234,437 19 





STATE-BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
STATISTICAL DATA 


During the year the Board retired 390 members from 
active service; of this number, 244 were for service, 23 
for ordinary disability, 64 were for accidental disabil- 
ity, 10 were termination retirements, 45 were survivor- 
ship, and 4 accidental death benefits were granted. 

The number of withdrawals from membership was 
1,005, of which 41 were due to deaths, 513 were due to 
resignations and dismissal, 390 to retirement from the 
system, and 61 were veteran retirements. 

The amount of cash refunded as a result of the 
resignations, dismissals, deaths, veteran retirements, 
and transfers to other systems was $579,632.57 for the 
fiscal year ending December 31, 1955. 

The amount of cash refunded on account of Boston 
Housing Authority employees resignations, deaths, 
transfers to other systems and miscellaneous amounted 
to $13,997.31. 
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Boston RETIREMENT BOARD 


Boston Housine AUTHORITY 


Active Membership in the State=Boston Retirement System of 
Boston Housing Authority Employees as of December 31, 1955 


GROUP Number 
Ce vce cece rvsvadecrecces 599 
ee 78 
ES ee 677 





Retired Membership in the State=-Boston Retirement System of 
Boston Housing Authority Employees as of December 31, 1955 


| 











Group Number 
Ne 39 
Sr a # 

a 41 








BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 


Valuation Balance Sheet Showing Assets and Liabilities of the 
Funds of the Boston Retirement System as of December 31, 1955 

















Assets 
ANNUITY SAVINGS FUND: 
Credited to Fund . : , $9,528,319 
Deduct reserve transfer: able to R Jetirement 
Reserve Fund . : ; ‘ : : 8,758 
Aut dS $9,519,561 
RETIREMENT RESERVE FUND: 
Credited to Fund . $15,385,022 
Add reserve transferable from Annuity Sav- 
ings Fund 8,758 
Add reserve transfer: able from Pension Ac- 
cumulation Fund . : i ; : 200,008 
— 15,593,788 
PENSION ACCUMULATION FUND: 
Credited to Fund . $11,574,651 
Deduct reserve transferable to Retirement 
Reserve Fund 200,008 
Deduct reserve transfer: able to St: ate- Boston 
System . ; : y : : , ’ 2,644,074 
———---— 8,730,569 
Total present assets. fel niciioue) $900, 540,018 


Present value of pr ospective contributions payable by 
the City of Boston into the Pension Dera tte 
Fund . ; : : ; y ; ; : j 2,919,230 








Total Assets . ; : : i ; : ; . $36,754,148 
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BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
Valuation Balance Sheet Showing Assets and Liabil 
Funds of the Boston Retirement System as of Decem 


Liabilities 

Present value of benefits on account of which contributions 
have been accumulated to date in the Annuity Savings 
Fund . 

Present value of benefits pay able on account of beneficiaries 
or their dependents now drawing allowances from the Re- 
tirement Reserve Fund 

Present value of benefits payable on account of beneficiaries 
or their dependents now drawing allowances from the Pen- 
sion Accumulation Fund, excluding additional benefits 
granted under special acts 

Present value of benefits on account of members to be paid 
by contributions of the City of Boston into the Pension 
Accumulation Fund: 

Superannuation pensions on account of 

service as members equal to annuities 

provided by contributions of employees $6,260,956 
Additional superannuation pensions on 

account of service rendered prior to 


February, 1923 . : 713,359 
Ordinary disability pensions pr ovided by 

the City of Boston . ; 900,127 
Accidental disability pensions | pr ovided 

by the City of Boston. 1,059,532 
Accidental death benefits prov ided by the 


City of Boston . , ; : 359,221 
Total — all benefits to members 


Total liabilities 


BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 


Receipts and Payments 


ities of the 
ber 31, 1955 


$9,519,561 


15,512,703 


2,428,689 


9,293,195 


$36,754,148 





The following table shows in detail the receipts and 
payments of the Boston Retirement System for the 


fiscal year ending December 31, 1955. 


RECEIPTS 

Cash balance as of December 31, 1954 
\embers’ contributions 
Income from Investments 
Investments matured and/or lage 
REVENUE: 

Annual appropriation from City of Boston 

Accrued interest on investments sold } 

From State-Boston System a/c Chapter 684 of 1954 


Total 


$3,192,855 17 

285,489 86 
1,005,397 79 
2,383,865 09 


1,660,000 00 
789 00 
1,799 37 


$8,530,196 08 


Boston RETIREMENT BOARD 


PAYMENTS 
REFUNDS 


On account of resignations . $60,251 55 


On account of deaths . 80,725 96 
On account of veterans (ch. 32) 248,252 91 
On account of miscellaneous 272 18 
On account of transfers to other sy stems . 1,218 62 


Investments purchased 
Transfers to State-Boston 
RETIREMENT ALLOWANCES 


On account of allowances for prior service 

On account of option I payments for prior service 

On account of allowances for membership service . 

On account of option I payments for membership service 
Reimbursement of pensions to other systems a/c liability 


Cash Balance December 31, 1955 . 


Total 


BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 


Cash and Securities as of December 31, 
CASH 
Annuity Savings Fund 
Pension Accumulation Fund . 
Retirement Reserve Fund 
SECURITIES 


PAR VALUE 

$9,155,000 00 
12,811,000 00 
12,867,000 00 


$34,833,000 00 


Annuity Savings Fund 
Pension Accumulation Fund 
Retirement Reserve Fund 





Total 


ToraL ASSETS 
Annuity Savings Fund 
Pension Accumulation Fund 
Retirement Reserve Fund 


$9,585,934 37 
13,091,443 15 
13,988,517 39 


$36,665,894 91 Total 





. $34,655,097 36 


$390,721 
3,452,431 
385,028 


827,644 
21,589 
1,565,572 
49,792 
4,522 





$6,697,301 
1,832,894 








$8,530,196 08 


1955 


$430,934 37 
280,443 15 
1,121,517 39 


$1,832,894 91 








BOOK VALUE 
$9,097,384 94 
12,726,980 90 
12,830,731 52 





$9,528,319 31 
13,007,424 05 
13,952,248 91 





. $36,487,992 27 
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Value of Funds 
YEAR. Baptis is dieser acil Siewepre dl Total. 
Fund. Fund. Fund. 

Ly kine? lve ee Ae $281,315 62 | $887,831 51 $8,196 72 | $1,177,343 85 
1924-25... -% «iad 837,584 29 | 1,829,366 38 4,477 26 | 2,671,427 93 
19282 NSERC 1,406,601 46 | 2,718,846 38 17,879 81 | 4,143,327 65 
SO PGK eh Vo ole 2,077,419 80 | 3,917,600 38 51,203 25 | 6,046,223 43 
1927 See BS 2,781,285 58 | 5,108,185 01 193,703 68 | 8,083,174 27 
EP he ae ae pepe ae IE 3,595,455 85 | 6,330,299 70 273,645 07 | 10,199,400 62 
1929's Ses Bee 4,422,913 34 | 7,686,397 50 403,492 29 | 12,512,803 13 
$OSG err reais is 5,331,697 98 | 8,917,967 48 624,549 81 | 14,874,215 27 
1931) Sisk uae 6,292,136 52 | 10,483,017 75 806,762 87 | 17,581,917 14 
AOS Lecter gs ae 7,292,127 89 | 12,170,716 66 | 1,014,753 99 | 20,477,598 54 
1933. 0 Vero hays 8,173,005 10 | 13,233,173 17 | 1,267,368 90 | 22,673,547 17 
193402950 ee 8,895,676 79 | 14,089,584 13 | 1,685,148 22 | 24,670,409 14 
1935 5. biel ste. Shae 9,869,664 38 | 15,133,084 29 | 1,920,006 52 | 26,922,755 19 
19365 en ces 10,927,825 13 | 16,092,024 83 | 2,246,801 52 | 29,266,651 48 
1937 uisi Hu es ae ek. 11,839,477 15 | 16,862,065 48 | 2,649,153 88 | 31,350,696 51 
LES i, ce ee Oe 12,777,373 62 | 17,776,889 49 | 3,234,369 78 | 33,788,632 89 
SOZO ae en ae Bod 13,714,923 16 | 18,263,765 30 | 3,935,729 92 | 35,914,418 38 
1940 Os Otho: bat o. 2k 14,745,682 02 | 18,539,985 72 | 4,620,653 02 | 37,906,320 76 
TEATS oe er tee eee 15,624,786 18 | 19,199,964 57 | 5,322,351 73 | 40,147,102 48 
t942t0. 4: Ble one os 16,400,439 60 | 20,141,644 74 | 5,956,381 59 | 42,498,465 93 
TOA SG res ee is 17,073,171 32 | 20,845,441 68 | 7,301,125 80 | 45,219,738 80 
IDAR SH BWP. HL ne 17,946,940 48 | 19,799,345 94 | 10,302,189 03 | 48,048,475 45 
19AS ces Le RS 17,731,116 16 | 19,317,231 85 | 11,455,182 76 | 48,503,530 77 
1D46 See Se eB 19,282,599 85 | 20,432,641 27 | 13,584,911 80 | 53,300,152 92 
1947) Pstie. G20 Se 15,613,942 77 | 19,320,245 55 | 14,580,856 84 | 49,515,045 16 
194K et ee, 16,047,483 97 | 16,194,565 31 | 14,759,896 05 | 47,001,945 33 
1949 Bi tse ere ine 16,913,359 74 | 16,532,188 03 | 14,438,730 49 | 47,884,278 26 
1950 Fhe! Poh 16,771,739 16 | 17,145,614 17 | 14,249,412 00 | 48,166,765 33 
LOSE 24 So ee 17,546,246 24 | 17,710,388 74 | 13,801,004 51 | 49,057,639 49 
LOS Dis ivetataanne a .. 10,021,618 60 | 17,519,236 25 | 14,198,396 95 | 41,739,251 80 
LOSS TIER. Hee ee 9,809,574 31 | 16,810,153 39 | 13,687,887 78 | 40,307,615 48 
19820 eh oe eee 9,503,949 92 | 13,332,540 96 | 13,942,895 49 | 36,779,386 37 
ORB N ne oa 9,528,319 31 | 13,007,424 05 | 13,952,248 91 | 36,487,992 27 
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City of Boston’s Yearly Contribution. 








Combined 4 
YEAR. Normal and Normal Accumulated Total. 
Accumulated. Liability. Liability. 





cook RSS oe ae $311,533 $685,595 $997,128 


5. Se 358,626 869,710 1,228,336 
eS a OS 393,640 816,112 1,209,752 
“coc y ce i URN Tepes | Soe ee 511,875 1,071,125 1,583,000 
Seay RAL cy OU SSL ES a Eee ae 607,327 1,047,673 1,655,000 
Of ek) Se) A 615,701 1,072,074 1,687,775 
re ee Tee ee os eee ra 689,777 1,165,490 1,855,267 
1 RT ee en 706,049 1,200,454 1,906,503 
SS Re Oe ee ea 785,200 1,300,924 2,086,124 
et ea Ce eee 804,900 1,340,565 2,145,465 
4 A ae ee 978,392 664,734 1,643,126 
Sos patna a Pn nee eee ae 903,231 696,210 1,599,441 
0 AED RAS 32 or er 924,784 717,097 1,641,881 
Se ae oe 1,008,304 779,812 1,788,116 
0 GT 4 ea ee 1,024,679 803,207 1,827,886 
SMPs Shea tat es tas. oss 1,135,062 827,304 1,962,366 
og ES OB 1,179,581 852,122 2,031,703 
8 a ee 1,201,100 877,686 2,078,786 
ie el ber 1;213,721 904,016 2,117,737 
Ns a 1,222,310 931,137 2,153,447 
es ae 1,221,757 959,070 2,180,827 
SS ee 1,387,588 1,020,597 2,408,185 
a ere 1,567,130 1.093,701 2,660,831 
gS 1,578,975 1,126,512 2,705,487 
OSS Bee 1,199,370 638,713 1,838,083 
| oS GS Or 1,457,096 751,862 2,208,958 
AS 1,218,477 562,706 1,781,183 
eS 1,277,433 626,637 1,904,070 
ee 1,039,386 509,624 1,549,010 
i 1,003,676 492,033 1,495,709 
a 802,388 577,206 1,379,594 
at aOO Ah: ort eat nn Cra ay int 2 ie 2,107,399 

CW. CURT C Cat lave py SER OIA) § 08 SS re 1,660,000 











$3,767,399 $30,329,068 $26,981,708 $61,078,175 
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Boston RETIREMENT SYSTEM 


Active Membership 


The membership of the system consists of those 
employees who joined during the first year of its opera- 
tion and who therefore are entitled to credit for serv- 
ice rendered prior to February 1, 1928, and all persons 
who have entered the service of the city since that 
date to October 1, 1946. 


The following table shows the number of members 
and their annual compensation as of December 31, 1955. 


Membership of the Boston Retirement System as of 
December 31, 1955. 








GROUP. Number Total of Annual 


Compensation 
eg ee eee Eee ean eA A 409 $1,864,712 
Pirenieir pf Seen a ee 127 551,502 
Daboversc..s:\:.hio ee: oni a ae ee 759 2,715,633 
POLGOMEN cis Oy os als He oe. es 203 899,942 
Teachers: 

Moni. (i ie sre a eee 84 490,795 
WOMER Ces soon anise ily 24 77 403,656 
Totals o.i. aeeh 345s. e oe *1,659 $6,926,240 


* In addition there are 71 members, who transferred from the system and who are still 
included in the Active Service Register. 


Retired Members 


The following table shows the number of retired 
employees on the roll as of December 31, 1955, classified 
by occupational groups and causes of retirement: 


SERVICE RETIREMENTS: 


Clerks . : : : : ‘ + OS 
Laborers. ; : ; . . 306 
Teachers. ; : : : 4 > . Bee 

Total . : : ; ’ : ; : (iA 9% 


ORDINARY DISABILITY RETIREMENTS: 
Clerks . ; : ‘ F ; P ea ti 
Laborers. : : 1 : : : wet 


Boston RETIREMENT BOARD 13 





Teachers. : ; : ey Wes 
Firemen 1 
Policemen f 
eae : : : : ‘ ; 2 : 50 
ACCIDENTAL DISABILITY RETIREMENTS: 
Clerks . : : ; ; Aik 
Laborers. ; : ’ i ; , Fags Wee's 
Firemen . 4 : : ; ri tRS 
Policemen . ; : ; : f : Loge 1h 
Teachers. : ; : ’ A é ; 4 
Total . : ‘ ‘ P ; ” ; ; 541 
ACCIDENTAL DratH BENEFITS: 
Clerks . 53 
Laborers 1s 
Policemen 7 
Firemen 7 
Total . : 4 : : 5 : : : a2 
BENEFICIARIES UNDER OPTIONS: 
ee st ...C ‘lh RT ponte ¥¢ 
Option III . ; : 4 ; ‘ : bate? 
Total . f . ; ; : : ; : 59 
MET 1,408 


BOSTON RETIREMENT SYSTEM 
STATISTICAL DATA 

During the year the Board retired 33 members from 
active service; of this number 7 were for service, 1 for 
ordinary disability, 23 were for accidental disability, 
and 2 accidental death benefits were granted. 

The number of withdrawals from membership was 
159, of which 27 were due to death, 36 were due to 
resignation or dismissal, 33 to retirement from the sys- 
tem, and 63 were veteran retirements. 

The amount of cash refunded as a result of the resigna- 
tions, dismissals, deaths, veteran retirements, and 
transfers to other systems was $390,721.22 for the fiscal 
year ending December 31, 1955. 
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Number of Employees Retired Each Year and the Cause of Retirement, 
from February 1, 1923, to December 31, 1955 








SuPERANNUATION Disa siLity Akenseey 
YEAR Death Total 
Voluntary Compulsory Ordinary Accidental Benefit 
| 

1923-24..... | 94 | 177 15 PM | BERR rn onc lh: oe 286 
1924-25..... 79 144 14: | 180 Give 1 238 
LO 25 erat ate 82 89 16 3 | 2 192 
192022309 .00%: 64 83 15 2 2 164 
1927. Be ote 68 98 10 t 1 181 
1928 oie: 57 87 12 6 2 164 
19279 ee ee 64 101 fig! 15 3 194 
1930 ae eat 59 119 11 8 Z 199 
193 eran 60 97 10 if 2 176 
TDS Zin Sot, 60 93 9 9 5 176 
1933 eos tee 81 93 uy 6 3 194 
1954 ee ate 116 72 8 14 4 214 
1938 Cr tes 65 87 5 14 2 173 
19303 ee 50 96 3 14 2 165 
1937 ee ees 70 105 11 13 3 202 
1938 78 es 64 12 12 28 2 218 
19359 teak 73 97 9 2 Sf ilteetehe ca. etek 2 207 
1940 Rete. 68 87 16 LG) earns re eee 187 
194) Seek 96 105 i 28 2 204 
1942 Rie ates 48 94 10 Bo 1 186 
1943 feo 635 102 ff 67 4 243 
DY Os ae 59 82 9 2) Slleiee «tare sone 232 
1945 cee 65 82 21 82 2 252 
1946 weet aree Al 85 8 74 3 211 
ELL WER es La 37 1 52.) Wacatiakie ties eteeats 107 
1948 2 Ac ee. 13 25 3 38 a ae ae 79 
1949 eee 22 24 3 14 iL 64 
L950 et 21 741 1 24. iMNe Sis taeace ahs sine 67 
TOSI eee. ai 37 2 10 3 59 
EPA Ae So oe *12 715 2 18 1 48 
1953. fret 4 8 2 10 3 27 
1954 oo t20 B4 |lacesendes’s ‘ 31 2 56 
1955 ak eas 2 5 1 23 2 33 


* transferred to State-Boston on account of Chapter 379. 
7 6 transferred to State-Boston on account of Chapter 379. 
tf 4 transfers to State-Boston on account of Chapter 684, Acts of 1954. 
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Memberships and Withdrawals 


: E ; Resigned WMisadke Membership 
YEAR Entrants Retired _ and Deaths lakes as of 

Dismissed December 31 

1923-24..... 8,546 286 571 41 106 7,342 
1924-25......... 2,009 238 192 83 127 8,711 
UE ee ee 1,054 192 317 101 84 9,051 
bf ae 1,534 164 444 102 34 9,841 
ei ns ate ee ae 1,744 181 362 106 4 10,982 
| te ee 1,145 164 349 108 3 11,453 
yt ROS eee 980 194 383 117 1 11,738 
AOSD Sonicare <:« 1,574 199 405 123 26 12,559 
USI erica oes 1,121 176 289 126 1 13,088 
b ? KGS a 867 176 252 157 7, PARR. 13,370 
OPES caer Ses bstoin = 497 194 259 OO) eee 13,264 
1934. 904 214 ATT LGDin | Peer os 13,312 
LB Soiete Ss ne ene 833 173 347 Da eo ae 13,486 
hs eae Ae eae 921 165 348 162 4 13,736 
Ue BO eee 908 202 442 ESOC eee srs 13,867 
LOSS Aoi wh ows 1,135 218 461 130 eager. 14,184 
DS fe enw os \e 522 207 463 1 PREG 32 fort AAs 3,914 
1940. 696 187 500 130° 0. Bah 13,793 
bc 5 HOES eae 923 201 621 1B A | Ae 13,768 
1942. 766 186 775 Oe Oe i erurarimna yin 13,449 
EN ee eee 1,418 243 538 LOSP hirer. ars 13,983 
1944. 873 232 401 2 eae 5s 14,1351 
ES eae 1,005 252 404 UD PK cane a2 14,363 
1940 Pee eee 1,524 214. 812 123 81 14,460 
LD ea ee 94 107 201 94 | § 3,935 10,147 
oo he ear $126 +13 183 71 | § 2,655 7,225 
1949. t 84 + 100 111 81 § 85 6,932 
po 67 + 229 73 | *1,344 5,219 
| SS 59 +t 131 49 162 4,818 
Sr 48 | 156 93 7 925 3,596 
JUG os i 27 * 174 50 30 3,015 
oo Eo Cae 56 tt 245 35 | §$1,161 1,818 
SS 33 99 27. loa yereer 1,659 


* Includes 1,269 on account of Chapter 355, of 1950, 53 on account of Chapter 658, of 1957 
+ Includes 60 veteran retirements. t Chapter 520, of 1947. § Chapter 658, of 1945. 
|| Includes 86 veteran retirements. +f Includes 36 veterans retired. 

“| Includes 923 transfers to State-Boston on account of Chapter 379. 

** [Includes 117 veterans retired. 

tt Includes 209 veterans retired. 

§$§ Transferred to State-Boston on account of Chapter 684, of 1954. 
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The Board wishes to express its appreciation to all 
city and county officials for their continued cooperation 
and to the personnel for their loyalty and_ helpful 
assistance in the operation of both systems. 


WILFRED J. DOYLE, 

JosEPH P. LALLY, 

JOHN C. KABACHUS, 
Retirement Board. 


PAu. L.. Carry, 
Executive Officer and Secretary. 


Crry or Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING odie SECTION 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 81, 1955. 


Boston, April 15, 1956. 


Hon. JoHN B. Hynzs, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir: 

In accordance with the provisions of section 115, 
chapter 479 of the Acts of 1938, as amended, I submit 
herewith a brief report of the activities of the Building 
Department during the year 1955. 


CHARLES A. CALLANAN, 
Building Commissioner. 
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DEPARTMENT REORGANIZATION 


1. Effective January 17, 1955, a reorganization of the 
Building Department took place. This was the result 
of the survey conducted by the Administrative Services 
Department, by direction of his Honor, the Mayor. 
Under the terms of the Ordinances, Mr. Charles J. Fox, 
Director of Administrative Services, has authority to 
recommend to the Mayor changes in the department 
organization and procedure. 

Accordingly, there was established in this department 
five major divisions, namely: 

Office Services Division. 

Technical Services Division. 

Construction and Safety Inspections Division. 
Mechanical Inspection Division. 

Electrical Inspection Division. 


All present sections and personnel of the department were 
reassigned to the above divisions. Chief inspectors were 
made responsible to the above division heads for the ad- 
ministration of their respective sections. 


2. The following positions have been created and are 
filled accordingly : 
Executive Secretary, Mr. Frank J. Coughlin. 
Head of Construction and Safety Inspections Division, 
Mr. Dennis J. Keohane. 
Head of Mechanical Inspections Division, Mr. Edward 
P. Lang. 
Mr. James P. Molloy has been promoted to the position 
of Head Administrative Clerk and the position of Head 
Clerk, formerly held by him, has been abolished. 


3. The Deputy Commissioner, Mr. Thomas L. Flynn, 
as executive officer of the department in all technical, 
inspectional, and mechanical matters, will have general 
supervision over technical divisions and will act for the 
Commissioner during his absence. 

The Executive Secretary, as administrative and liaison 
officer, will be next in authority and, during the absence 
of the Commissioner and of the Deputy, will be in charge 
of the department. All correspondence and reports will 
be processed through the Executive Secretary. 

In the absence of all three of the above officials, the 
senior division head shall act. 
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4. Orrick Services Division. The Executive Secre- 
tary, Mr. Frank J. Coughlin, is head of this division 
and will be in charge of all administrative and clerical 
functions, wherever located; he will process all legal com- 
plaints and prosecutions; will be in charge of all personnel 
matters and will assign all clerical help in the department. 
He will prepare the annual budget and will control the 
department records and the Document Room. 


The Office Services Division comprises the following 
sections and the affiliated personnel: 


General Office Services, including Department Per- 
sonnel Records. 

Application Desk. 

Street Numbering Section. 

Licenses and Permit Section. 

Electrical Inspection, Clerical. 

Legal and Complaint Section. 

Document Room and Vaults. 


The Executive Secretary will act as liaison between 
the Commissioner and the various divisions and sections 
and will serve also as secretary to the Committee on 
Licenses. 


Mr. James P. Molloy, Head Administrative Clerk, 
under the general direction of the executive secretary, 
will have complete and direct charge of all clerical and 
office functions wherever located. 


5. TECHNICAL SERVICES Division. The Deputy Com- 
missioner, Mr. Thomas L. Flynn, as a collateral assign- 
ment, will act as head of this division. He will supervise 
the activities of the Plan Examination, Zoning Review 
and Technical Investigations Sections, will coordinate 
these activities with field inspections and will act also as 
head of the Plan Examination Section. 


While the Technical Assistant may continue to receive 
assignments directly from the Commissioner, he is as- 
signed to the Technical Investigations Section for ad- 
ministrative purposes and will be responsible to the 
division head for attendance. 

The Unsafe and Dangerous Buildings program, here- 
tofore administered by the Technical Assistant, was 
transferred to the Construction and Safety Inspections 
Division and will be administered by Mr. Keohane. 
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6. CONSTRUCTION AND SAFETY INSPECTIONS DtvIsION. 
The head of this division, Mr. Dennis J. Keohane, will 
supervise and coordinate, through the chief inspectors, 
the activities of the Construction and Egress Sections 
and will supervise the handling of the inspection pro- 
cedures for unsafe and dangerous buildings and structures. 
The district inspectors will remain in charge of their 
present districts. The lines of jurisdiction, however, are 
redrawn as follows: 

Construction District I—Mr. Edward J. Morgan. 
First Fire District, Second Fire District, except East Boston, 
Brighton and Charlestown. 

Construction District II—_Mr. John L. Riley. East 
Boston, Charlestown and Brighton and all the area outside 
the First and Second Fire Districts. 

The districts formerly known as Construction I, Con- 
struction II, and Construction III were abolished. 
Mr. Dennis J. Keohane’s former rating and status as 
Chief Building Inspector was abolished. 

7. MercHanicat Inspections Divisions. The head 
of this division, Mr. Edward P. Lang, will be in super- 
visory charge of the Sprinkler, Plumbing, Gasfitting and 
Elevator Sections. He will direct the activities of all 
sections through their chief inspectors and, where pos- 
sible, will combine and coordinate the functions and 
inspections of the various sections. Mr. Lang, as col- 
lateral duty, will act as fire protection engineer and 
chief inspector of the Sprinkler Section. His rating and 
status as Fire Protection Engineer was abolished. 

8. ExectricaL Inspection Division. The Super- 
intendent of the Electrical Inspection Division, Mr. 
Bernard B. Whelan, will be in charge of the enforcement 
of the Electrical Code of the City of Boston. No changes 
in the technical organization of this division are at 
present contemplated. 
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FOREWORD. 


The Ordinances of 1954, chapter 2, made certain 
changes in the structure of the Building Department. 
Briefly, these changes are as follows: 


1. A Public Safety Commission was orentali con- 
sisting of the Director of Administrative Services, the 
Building Commissioner, the Health Commissioner, the 
Chairman of the Boston Traffic Commission, and the 
Fire Commissioner, ex officiis. The commission was 
placed in the Building Department, but is not under 
the jurisdiction of the Building Commissioner. The 
function of the commission is to “coordinate the work 
of the Buuding, Fire, and Health Departments to the 
end that there may be efficient and concerted action by 
said departments.” (Section 25, Ordinances of 1954, 
chapter 2.) 


2. In the Public Safety Commission there is a com- 
mittee known as the Committee on Licenses, composed 
of the Building Commissioner, the Fire Commissioner, 
and the Chairman of the Boston Traffic Commission, 
ex officlis. The committee, under the terms of the 
ordinance, shall have the powers and perform the 
duties formerly exercised by the Board of Street Com- 
missioners under chapter 148, G. L.; chapter 577, Acts 
of 1913; chapter 488, Acts of 1924, and chapter 349, 
Acts of 1953, all as amended. ( Section 25, Ordinances 
of 1954, chapter 2.) 


3. The Board of Appeal, the Board of Examiners, 
and the Board of Examiners of Gasfitters were placed 
in the Building Department but are not under the 
jurisdiction of the Building Commissioner. (Sections 
21, 22, and 24, Ordinances of 1954, chapter 2.) 


4. The Electrical Inspection Division of the Fire 
Department was transferred to the Building Depart- 
ment, and the Building Commissioner, by ordinance, 
became successor to the duties imposed on the Wire 
Commissioner and the Fire Commissioner with respect 
to electrical installations in the City of Boston. (Sec- 
tion 20, Ordinances of 1954, chapter 2.) 
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5. The Street Numbering Section of the Public 
Works Department was transferred as of January 1, 
1955, to the Building. Department. (Ordinance 9, 
1954.) 


A survey, under the auspices of the Director of Ad- 
ministrative Services, resulted in certain changes in de- 
partment organization, which became effective on Janu- 
ary 1, 1955. ! 

In the interests of efficiency, the department was 
divided then into five major divisions: 

Office Services Division. 

Technical Services Division. 

Construction and Safety Inspections Division. 
Mechanical Inspections Division. 

Electrical Inspections Division. 


ou Oo DD 
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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION. 


This is the first full year in which the Public Safety 
Commission has been functioning, and the coordination 
of work programs among the Building, Fire, Health, and 
Trafiie Departments has been the main theme during the 
year, in addition to general safety measures which have 
been discussed and upon which recommendations have 
been made whenever it was found that the safety of the 
public was endangered in any way. 


In accordance with the provisions of Chapter 2, Section 
25, of the Ordinances of 1954, a meeting was held once 
each month, on the following dates: 


January 25, 1955 July 12, 1955 
February 24, 1955 August 16, 1955 
March 23, 1955 September 27, 1955 
April 26, 1955 October 25, 1955 
May 24, 1955 November 29, 1955 
June 21, 1955 December 27, 1955 


The Commission, as organized in 1954, with Charles J. 
Fox, Director of Administrative Services, as Chairman, 
and Charles A. Callanan, Building Commissioner, as 
Secretary, remained the same. 


Subjects discussed and studied during the year were 
varied in character but were confined solely to the category 
of “general public safety,” which was the general intent 
of the ordinance as adopted. It will be noted that many 
of the subjects listed in this report are duplications of 
1954 studies, but it must be remembered that new ideas 
and new procedures in safety measures are initiated 
every day throughout the country, thereby making it 
necessary to repeat and repeat again studies that have 
been made not only in a current year, but in previous 
years as well. Keeping up to date on new procedures in 
the matter of public safety requires vigilance and thor- 
ough examination of all facts presented, and this Board 
has adhered to this practice since its inception in May 
of 1954. 
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Submitted herewith is a list of the subjects covered, 
with a brief comment on each subject: 


1. Evevator Operations. During the year 1954 
members of the Fire Department Rescue Squads were 
being trained in elevator operations by elevator inspectors 
of the Building Department with a view to eliminating 
unnecessary damage during rescue operations, and we are 
pleased to report that this program has been completed 
with resultant savings to many property owners through- 
out the City. 


The Commission has cooperated in every way with the 
State Board of Elevator Regulations, which has prepared 
a revised code, which, when it goes into effect, should 
reduce elevator accidents to a minimum not only in Bos- 
ton but throughout the Commonwealth. Hearings are 
now being conducted on said revisions, and it is the hope 
of the Commission that favorable action will be taken 
thereon in the very near future. 


2. EmMeErGENCY RESPONSE SERVICE. This study, ini- 
tiated in 1954, with a view to coordinating medical and 
Fire Department facilities in the case of emergency acci- 
dent cases, culminated in the training of medical aide 
men for ambulance service and utilization of Fire Depart- 
ment Rescue Squads only in cases connected with fire 
emergencies, thereby relieving Rescue Squads of many 
unnecessary calls and keeping them in readiness in the 
event of a major fire. 

3. RuspisH RemMovat — ‘New YorK STREETS” AREA. 

During the early part of the year considerable difficulty 
was entailed in keeping certain sections of the ‘“New York 
Streets” area clean. Some of the residents of this district, 
learning that the area was to be demolished in connection 
with the slum clearance program, became careless and 
indifferent in the disposal of rubbish, and it was necessary 
for the Fire Department, with the cooperation of the 
Health Department, to take steps to remedy the situation. 
The program met with success after abutting property 
owners were notified by Health and Fire Department 
personnel of existing conditions and informed of the 
health and fire hazards attendant to unwarranted disposal 
of rubbish and trash in city streets and vacant lots ad- 
jacent to the area. 
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4, PERSONAL SAFETY — Home Accipents. The 
Health Commissioner, a member of the Commission, has 
been cooperating and working with the Metropolitan 
Health Officers’ Association in the education of the public 
in home accident prevention. This program, covering 
all phases of home accident prevention, including drown- 
ings, sunburns, scaldings, poisoning, etc., has been pro- 
gressing successfully during the year through the 
distribution of pamphlets and publicized instructions 
throughout the Metropolitan Boston area. 


The Commission has been happy to cooperate in this 
all-important work and intends to augment the program 
and aecentuate public interest in the various aspects of 
this educational program, so long as the need exists. 


5. ‘COASTING STREETS. Prior to the reorganization of 
city departments, the function of designating coasting 
streets within the City was delegated to the former Board 
of Street Commissioners and, after the reorganization, 
this function was delegated to the Public Works Com- 
missioner. In view of the fact that the Traffic Depart- 
ment regulates traffic throughout the City and supplies 
the Police Department with coasting signs each year for 
the protection of coasters, it was the opimion of this 
Commission that the function of designating coasting 
streets throughout the City should be transferred to the 
Traffic Commission where stricter controls could be at- 
tained and a more. systematic plan for the designation of 
such areas could be placed in effect. 


The Law Department has drawn up an amendment. to 
present legislation to legalize the transfer of authority 
from the Public Works Commissioner to the Traffic Com- 
mission, and we trust that the General Court will act 
favorably on this measure during the present year. 

6. Axut-NicgHt Parkina. Several discussions were 
held on the legalizing of all-night parking on alternate 
sides of the streets in various sections throughout the 
City. Traffic Commissioner Reilly has worked diligently 
on this matter and we are pleased to report at this writing 
that an informal notification has been received from the 
State Department of Public Works to the effect that this 
recommendation would receive favorable action and con- 
sideration. When and if favorable action is taken, it will 
be necessary to erect signs in every section of the City 
at a cost of approximately $10,000. 
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This plan has worked out successfully in many other 
large cities and it is the Commission’s belief that night- 
parking restrictions confined to one side of a street in 
various sections of the City will result in less traffic con- 
gestion and smoother accessibility for fire, police, and 
hospital apparatus in all cases of emergency. The amount 
involved to place this proposed plan in operation is in- 
finitesimal when the saving of even one human life is 
the important issue to be considered. We are hopeful 
that this plan can be put in operation at an early date. 


7. Pouto Epipemic. During the summer months 
there was a substantial increase in polio cases over recent 
years with similar conditions being prevalent in other 
areas of the country, although in many of these other 
areas the situation was more serious than in Boston. 


The Health Department and City Hospital officials 
were in constant contact with the State Department of 
Public Health, Dr. Enders (Nobel Prize Winner) and 
the top doctors at the Children’s Hospital from the middle 
of March until after the epidemic reached its peak in 
September. Several conferences were held and ideas ex- 
changed on the treatments that should be administered 
to victims and on procedures to be taken to prevent the 
spread of the disease. Twenty thousand children were 
inoculated with Salk Vaccine the latter part of May and 
the question of giving a second inoculation is now being 
considered by the State Department of Public Health. 
All precautions known to medical science were taken by 
the medical officials of our City to stem the outbreak and 
it is the opinion of this Board that were it not for the 
cooperation and assistance of the various medical authori- 
ties mentioned herein, the number of victims would have 
been much larger and the number of recoveries much 
smaller. The situation was met in an intelligent and 
tactful manner and it is the opinion of Dr. Cauley, 
the Health Commissioner, that the situation this year 
and the following year will not be as serious as 1955 be- 
cause of the vaccine inoculations given to a greater part 
of the younger age groups the early part of 1955, where 
the disease appeared to be more or less centered. 


At the recommendation of this Commission, a survey 
was made of all available hospital space under the City’s 
jurisdiction to provide additional facilities for polio vic- 
tims, and the results of this survey, which proved most 
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beneficial and helpful this year, have been filed in the 
offices of the Health Department for future reference, if 
hospital facilities should again become an issue. 


8. Trarric Licuts. With the cooperation of the 
Traffic Commission, studies were made of those sections 
in the City in need of traffic light installations and it was 
found that some one hundred locations merited consider- 
ation, at an estimated cost of $2,500,000. Because of the 
tremendous expense attached to this program which 
would require an appropriation making further increases 
in the tax rate necessary, it was the opinion of the Com- 
mission that consideration should be given to financing 
part of this project either through an Equipment Loan 
or some other method whereby the cost would be dis- 
tributed over a period of years and the most hazardous 
spots in the City would be supplied with traffic lights in 
the order of their need. 


9. CENTRALIZED LicmENSING Bureau. Discussions 
were held on several occasions regarding the feasibility of 
establishing a Centralized Licensing Bureau for the issu- 
ance of licenses and permits of various character. Al- 
though this matter ordinarily would be a subject for 
consideration by the Administrative Services Board, it 
was agreed that in view of the fact that the Building, 
Fire, Health, and Traffic Departments issue a greater 
part of all licenses and permits issued throughout the 
City, preliminary discussions by this Board were in order. 


Many of the phases attendant to an agency of this 
character were discussed and considered, including a suit- 
able location, the merging of various permit and license 
divisions attached to different departments, administra- 
tive supervision, etc. It was the contention of the Board 
that a long-range study would be necessary to coordinate 
procedures but that, first and foremost, a study by the 
Law Department would be imperative before any definite 
action could be taken. There are so many conflicting 
statutes pertaining to procedures and departmental juris- 
diction that would of necessity have to be amended that. 
it was the consensus of opinion that Law Department 
study and review would be the first necessary step in 
bringing proposed plans and recommendations to a suc- 
cessful conclusion. 

The Law Department has this matter under considera- 
tion at the present time and as soon as a report is received 
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from the Law Department, necessary amendments to 
existing statutes prepared, and final action is taken by the 
Legislature, the program can then be approached on a 
more intelligent and definite basis. 


10. Trarric Parnting ProcRaM.—With the full co- 
operation of the Traffic Commission, a program was ini- 
tiated this year for the painting of all center line traffic 
lanes, crosswalks, parkways, etc., throughout the City, 
utilizing City help rather than private contractors. 


The program was most successful and a continuance 
of the same this year and following years has been recom- 
mended. 


11. DisposAL OF RADIOACTIVE SUBSTANCES. Con- 
tinued study has been made on this subject, which is be- 
coming more serious as time passes. When this subject 
was brought to the Commission’s attention by Dr. 
Cauley in the early months of 1954, studies by federal, 
state, and local authorities were in a preliminary stage, 
but since that time the Atomic Energy Commission has 
issued circulars and instructions covering their findings 
to date. A definite and consistent plan for the disposal 
of these substances has not been formed up to the present 
time, but nevertheless every safeguard and precaution 
is being taken until the results of present studies by the 
Atomic Energy Commission, the State Department of 
Public Health, and the Legislature, which body will au- 
thorize certain city divisions to control disposals of this 
nature, have been consummated. 


12. ELIMINATION OF PARKING IN SHOPPING AREAS. 
Studies have been conducted by the Traffic Commission, 
at the request of this Commission, regarding the feasi- 
bility of eliminating passenger cars from the narrow 
streets surrounding the retail shopping district, limiting 
the use of these streets to pedestrian traffic and trucks 
making and receiving deliveries. 

Final studies have not been completed up to the present 
time, but it is believed that if such a plan could be placed 
in operation, even on a temporary basis during the 
heavy shopping seasons, it should result in a smoother 
flow of pedestrian traffic throughout the various stores and 
streets in the area and should eliminate many types of 
accidents caused by the heavy concentration of passenger 
cars in the area. 
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13. Apvisory HeattH Councit. A recommendation 
that an “Advisory Health Council” be established in the 
Health Department to advise and counsel the Health 
Commissioner on matters relating to the public health of 
the community was considered favorably by the Commis- 
sion, and the necessary ordinance to legalize the estab- 
lishment of the same is being prepared by the Law 
Department for submission to the City Council and Mayor 
for final approval. 


14. UNSAFE AND DILAPIDATED BuiLpiInGs. Unsafe 
buildings have been a sore spot in the general atmosphere 
of certain sections of the City notwithstanding the fact 
that they are always conducive to the hazards of fire and 
health. Many discourses were held on the procedures to 
be followed by the Health, Fire, and Building Depart- 
ments in meeting the situation. In the most urgent 
cases constructive progress was made, but, due to the 
unavailability of necessary appropriations, it was only 
possible to touch the surface. It is intended, during the 
present year, to make sufficient funds available for this 
all-important program, with a view to eventually clearing 
the City of those eyesores that contribute nothing to the 
community but only mar the beauty of a well-kept 
neighborhood, and at the same time create health men- 
aces and fire hazards in many locations. 


15. Crivit DerENSE—HURRICANE AND FLoop CONTROL. 
With the advent of hurricanes and floods in this area, 
several conferences were held with the Civil Defense Di- 
rector, Joseph Malone, with a view to coordinating the 
works of various city agencies with that of Civil Defense. 
After careful study and consideration, plans were devised 
whereby equipment and men from all agencies involved 
would be utilized to the greatest extent in the event of a 
major disaster attributed to hurricane, floods, or any other 
type of catastrophe striking any area of the City. 

We believe that preparedness and common sense should 
supersede any other consideration at the present time, if 
we are to face realities of this character in the future. 


16. Bicycur Accipents. The Commission’s attention 
was directed to the death of a young boy, under date of 
September 20, who was killed while riding a bicycle, 
and a review of bicycle accidents during the past five 
years disclosed the fact that a total of three (males) lost 
their lives from accidents of this nature and 562 were 
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injured. The highest number of injuries during this 
period was recorded in 1950, with a total of 117 as against 
56 in 1955. These figures ‘indicate that the hazard has 
decreased over 50% in the 5-year period, but neverthe- 
less the danger still exists, and it was the Commission’s 
opinion that something should be done in the matter of 
control or supervision, as the Traffic Commission is un- 
able to set up official regulations because of the fact that 
a bicycle is not classified as a vehicle because it does not 
run under its own power. 


Consideration is now being given to the feasibility of 
drawing up an ordinance giving the Traffic Commission 
authority to regulate vehicles in this category. 


17. Homes ror Acep, Nursing Homess, Etc. The 
Health Department reports to the State Department of 
Public Health periodically during the year on conditions 
and operations existing in homes for the aged, nursing 
homes, convalescent homes, day nurseries, etc., regard- 
ing inspections covering sanitation, food, medicine, health, 
education, and nursing. In this connection, the Board’s 
attention was directed to a request from the State De- 
partment of Nursing for closer supervision of these insti- 
tutions in the matter of zoning, fire hazards, electrical 
hazards, etc. It was learned that in view of the fact that 
such institutions were licensed by the Health Department, 
the Fire and Building Departments did not devote the 
attention that would ordinarily be given to structures of 
this character, with the result that electrical, building, 
and other types of alterations were being made without 
securing permits or licenses from the departments con- 
cerned. By a vote of the Board, letters were sent out to 
the two hundred and some odd institutions located 
throughout the City informing them of building and fire 
eode regulations and inspections proposed during the 
coming year and hereafter. 

- Another item that was directed to the Board’s attention 
by Mr. Callanan, the Building Commissioner, concerned 
procedures now being followed by owners or operators of 
institutions above mentioned seeking licenses for exten- 
sions of facilities to an upper floor where construction 
consisted of wooden buildings. The Building Code limits 
onerations in wooden buildings to the first floor, and in 
many cases where vetitions were denied by the Building 
Commissioner for extensions to an upper floor, petitioners 
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then appeared before the Board of Appeal and received 
favorable action. 


By a vote of the Board, a letter was forwarded to the 
Board of Appeal the latter part of the year pointing out 
the possibility of a violation of the Building Code, the 
hazards attendant to the extension of facilities to an upper 
floor, and the Board’s opposition to the granting of such 
extensions over the decision of the Building Commissioner, 


18. MisceLrtanrous. The Health Commissioner, with 
the cooperation of the members of this Commission, has 
compiled a Revised Code for various city services which 
has been forwarded to the Law Department for study and 
approval and it is believed that this document will be 
ready for distribution the early part of 1956. In order 
to bring codes up to date, that have been more or less 
obsolete during the past decade, many hours of study and 
research were required and we believe that this document 
will prove valuable both to the City government and the 
public in general. 

The Fire Department has been most active during the 
year, at the recommendation of this Commission, in pub- 
licizing, through the press, radio and television, fire pre- 
vention measures which have proven helpful and educa- 
tional to the public, and especially to children, whose 
knowledge in this field is negligible. 

Recommendations of the National Safety Council have 
been analyzed and studied with a view to improving our 
standing among other large cities of the country in public 
safety. Programs studied included death and injury 
records, accident facts, traffic engineering, police traffic 
supervision, school traffic safety programs and public 
safety education generally, with special emphasis being 
placed on parking facility studies covering both the City 
proper and outlying districts. It might be well to note 
herein that motor vehicle fatalities within the City de- 
creased from 48 in 1953, just prior to the establishment 
of this Commission, to 32 in the current year, indicating 
that this Commission’s activities were not in vain. 

The simplification of procedures in the issuance of per- 
mits for electrical work in the Electrical Inspection Divi- 
sion of the Building Department has been the subject of 
discussion on several occasions. Complicated fee sched- 
ules and delays in the issuance of permits because of the 
length of time required to finish certain types of electrical 
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work were the main causes of dissension among electrical 
contractors. Being an administrative matter, the Ad- 
ministrative Services Department, headed by Mr. Fox 
who is also Chairman of this Board, is at present making 
a study of present procedures with a view to improving 
the situation and placing procedures on a more business- 
like basis by simplifying present fee schedules, if possible, 
and eliminating delays in the issuance of permits, where- 
ever practicable. 


Ladder crews and Engine Companies in the Fire De- 
partment were instructed and trained in the intricacies 
of lifting trucks, automobiles, and other heavy apparatus, 
which training was confined only to Rescue Squads in 
the past. Now when Rescue Squad men are not imme- 
diately available, these men will be in a position to handle 
the matter efficiently and in the same manner as the 
Rescue Squad men. 


Another action of the Commission was motivated by 
an experience of the Fire Department reporting to a call 
in the vicinity of the Elevated Railway structure on At- 
lantic avenue. It appeared that the electric power of 
the MTA was shut off, leaving a passenger train stranded 
on the tracks within the area of the fire. Subsequently, 
a meeting was arranged between MTA and Fire Depart- 
ment officials resulting in maps being furnished to Dis- 
trict Chiefs setting forth MTA routes and lines in order 
that apparatus in the future would be stationed in areas 
that would not interfere with MTA transportation. 


Another Fire Department matter that received atten- 
tion concerned negligence on the part of various hotels 
and restaurants in the cleaning of grease flues which, in 
many cases, caused several fires. Arrangements were made 
to have inspections conducted by the Fire Department 
of all hotels and restaurants throughout the City, with 
a regular program of annual inspections being instituted 
for the future. 


A proposal of the Traffic Commissioner, William Arthur 
Reilly, for a pedestrian overpass in the Dewey Square 
section of Boston (South Station), where the new high- 
way is now under construction, was studied and con- 
sidered by the Commission. The State plan called for 
a traffic tunnel, but it was the consensus of opinion that 
a, greater part of the people traveling to and from the 
South Station would be more apt to cross the street of 


18 City Document No. 6. 


this wide area rather than utilize a tunnel and would 
be more inclined to use an overpass, provided a moving 
stairway was also included in the construction plans. The 
matter is still under consideration, but the main bone of 
contention concerns ‘the bearing of the cost, which is es- 
timated in the vicinity of $500,000. It is hoped the State 
will look favorably on this proposal, both from the stand- 
points of planning and bearing the cost of construction. 


CONCLUSION. 


We believe the activities of this Commission have been 
most helpful and essential to the proper conduct of pub- 
lic safety throughout the City, and although it was sug- 
gested in the 1954 report that four meetings a year would 
suffice, we find, after this year’s experience and with 
many phases of public safety being increased each year 
in such a fast-moving world, that it is only natural to 
assume that public safety will be a more important factor 
in municipal affairs as each new year approaches. With 
this thought in mind, we would like to rescind our origi- 
nal suggestion and assure you that it will be our intention 
to continue our monthly meetings in accordance with the 
Ordinance as adopted, with renewed vigor, vision and 
alertness, to the end that the public safety standing of 
Boston will be the highest in the country, with new ideas, 
new programs and new procedures the order of the day. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES J. Fox, Chairman, 
CHARLES A. CALLANAN, 
Building Commissioner, Secretary, 
JoHN H. Causey, M.D., Health Commissioner, — 
Francis X. Correr, Fire Commissioner, 
Witi1AmM ArTHUR REILty, Traffic Commissioner. 
LAWRENCE W. COosTELLo, 
Acting Secretary. 
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Number of permits and licenses issued from January 1, 
to December 31, 1955 by the Permit Division of the Com- 
mittee on Licenses, and revenue received for same. 


Number of 


: Revenue 
CLass. Permits and : 
Licenses Issued. Received. 
sg cia bo Win we wi ee iain basi ol 336 $3,608 00 
Private 312 cars 254 permits $258 00 
Lubritoriums 6lcars 34 permits 37 00 
Wash Stand 7 cars 1 permit 6 00 
Repair shops 122 cars 16permits 107 00 
Business 508 cars 29 permits 2,900 00 
Public 215 cars 2 permits 300 00 
Totals... .1,225 $3,608 00 
ES ee 139 7,731 00 
Total Gallonage: 2,080,328 gallons 
Open-air parking spaces....... 2s keine ae Sear 334 27,751 91 


(a ae ree 809 $39,090 91 


Committee on Licenses: 


CHARLES A. CALLANAN, Chairman, 
WILLIAM ARTHUR REILLY, Traffic Commissioner, 
FrANcis X. Corter, Fire Commissioner. 


FRANK J. COUGHLIN, 
Secretary. 


Respectfully submitted, 


CHARLES J. Fox, Chairman, 

JoHN H. Cautry, M.D., Health Commissioner, 
CHaArLEes A. CALLANAN, Building Commissioner, 
FRANCIS X. Corrsr, Fire Commissioner, 
WILLIAM ARTHUR REILLY, Traffic Commissioner. 


Crarves A. CALLANAN, 
Secretary. 
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LIST OF OPEN=AIR PARKING SPACES FOR THE YEAR 1955. 

















Location | wal Licensee | Area “ak 

145-149 Albany st., Boston..........5.....:; . Benjamin Alston. .- ji. sesse os tee 6,280 35 
114: Allston st.;-Allaton:.. cer ce tebe Ley taents Christos Patsades ., 3,..#e ee eee 15,000 

Rear 10-16" Atlantie av., City ....2. 1. ace dene North End Auto Park, Inc.......... 21,600 100 
436 Atlantic av.,) Boston... ..456 wera s Apaes Raymond V. Finnegan............-- 3,840 9 
474-476 and 514-516 Atlantic av., Boston Atlantic Auto Park, Inc............. 120,695 46 
Avety pl, Bostonv:. i. vrs ve vei oe eer gie eee Samuel 8: Boland ,*/2ivae.. seme oes 3,000 19 
75-17 peach St-,)bOstoOn ance ee oe seers John "Tl? Walker... 1 ae eee 6,611 4 
137 Beach st. and 176 South st., Boston ...... Beach Street Realty. ...0......0s00- 3,500 16 
17 Beacon st.; Boston)... 252. -te cea ence ee Garage Service Corp. ), 11. 2..-+eseee 3,600 22 
WEE Beacon wt. DOSCON «cakewss as luvin ato tedite Robert. H. Sallivany wuss ae een 3,150 25 
854 Beacon st., Boston...... Ee Rede Fase Amy B, Simmons. ¢.5\+3 aseemnueoe 715 4 
54 Berkeley and Rear 56 Berkeley st.......... Daniel P. Carr & John R. McCarthy... 2,940 15 
16-22 Bowdoin st., Boston............... 3.4 Anthony DeRosa.3; oye5 pe eeeee ss 7,000 49 
10-31 Bowkerst., Boston 4p. ue .cuc sates... James W.. Meek.iiv3.4) «aceon dies. 4,600 32 
80! Boylston at., Bostonian seth siete en Ralph M. Naveasss)). Joe. coun 3,500 23 
1220 Boylston st., Boston............0.0.0005 Sun Oil Company. .ciweneea eee aes 7,000 45 
1279 Boylston st., Boston................000, Fenway Park Parking, Inc........... 59,347 150 
1301 Boylston st: Boston:..c.. vn bee Edmor’s Service Station............. 5,000 35 
1325 Boylston st.; Boston ..c65 eee ee eee awe Peter Mouris 7 uy .g0uaas ta nee 12,500 36 
1330 Boylston st., Boston. ............e0005 Fenway. Flyer Dinets vi, <..s sas eeee 7,000 41 
O17: Brighton Av.. AUstwOn, slsuascc ein cay vane. Henry T. Davisivsepeu eee 700 5 
79-81 Brighton st., Boston.................6. Harry H: Levine,ts. 2.527 etee eee 1,500 10 
61-71 Bristol at.) Boston c7ik 5 333.0. a Louis Gilman’, }..J 4. Seen 5,330 28 
47-53) Broad at., Bostons..) seaneesel a een Joseph T. Deragon ... 2.2 jee ee 3,500 21 
156 Broad way) boston. «sacs oe caee ree Max Siders. :.....+..s05 eee 7,000 49 
907 Broadway, Boston «oo: «os ecu scans coos Najeb Succar. .. .... ons asa eee 9,500 44 
S72. Broadway, boston i ean ee eee ee Rapid Service Realty Corp.......... 10,000 39 
115-121 Brookline av., Boston............... Samuel Shactman........0 ee 4,000 20 
Rear 40-42 Bunker Hill st., Charlestown Elizabeth Pelosi...:. .. i; as meeen eee 4,364 14 
65-71 Cambridge st. and 10 Hawkins st........ Bowdoin Amusement Co............ 18,286 93 
115 Cambridge st., Boston...............005. Augustus Mantia.........5 cn eee 11,798 75 
200 Cambridge st., Boston..............0008- Armando V. Catalano............... 6,100 42 
200 Cambridge st., Boston..............520.- Chester’s Auto Park...............- 7,906 40 
261 Cambridge st., Boston............0e eee John P.:McGarry..... 4.0250 575 4 
296 Cambridge st., Boston............0eee eee Stephen Kreticos.......0.ceccessces 1,400 10 
822-330 Cambridge st., Boston.............-. Henry E. McClintook...........0.0. 3,500 20 


O1 Carver-st., Boston.) sls odes ber secon bah eas Arthur Miller... 5.<s oeeue waatewn as 2,355 10 








< 
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PARKING SPACE LIST FOR 1955 — Continued. 














Location | wa, Licensee | Area aoe 

Pinea (lentenb bts Hoston.............-.....- 3 | Kilby Parking Company, Inc........ 1 Py 6 Te: 
POM SATION AGE IESOMDOMG oo lac co.cc cree c eens SiUAIDErbeA ROCCO mete sss. oS" s + Ba hes 13,798 42 
Rare 7 MERERTOM Se TS ORUOIs gic ce ose ee ee SPE DOnAtOrlasGOne ee sak. «os cb eiia.s bce diene 2,308 7 
m2 Chelsea sta GATICSGOWN... 6c. oe cc eee 2 | Northern Contracting Corporation.... 14,254 rive 
144-185 Chelsea st., Charlestown............. Pole yauourarking= | INGy s2 4. aeltie at ests 71,500 500 
es (HEAENI TAG CGA TIESUOWEE os 6 sisi. occ secs os 2a) Sy a iall Wau! Sia) aT illnee eeede er, & Weel Pa See 8,118 37 
36-38 Chestnut st., Charlestown.............. Doe SOS Lie tV CULM O scsmcere o dieve 6 ohe.0seccke,s 7,000 5 
tes Chestnut pulav., Brighton. ............. 22 | Connolly’s Garage, Inc.............. 59,000 10 
PAS ATPUCON Sts, ESOS UOT Go o.ciy fo 4ia ais) l0/s © 03s @ 5 | New England Lubricating Service.... 12,092 70 
PA. Opin DURE Ver EOORDUTY 5450 os 0's ooo sreiee os Aer OSE DINE UP a VaCISe tees iin ca che orn ancien 9,696 17 
BOLO COMMIBUS BV. sO8tON, Soe iii ele. 11 | Esso Standard Oil Company......... 23,266 46 
122-124 Commerce st., Boston............... SB ie@arl Lochtltoe ss. 2 ect oc ovate te 3,500 25 
eco Commercial st., Boston. ........50000008 3 | G. Savarese & Son, Inc.............-- 3,500 25 
548-554 Commercial st., Boston.............. Bh Ra thIO ie ADORLARLS 62) c'eiu sie cele a wales ain'e 1,848 7 
Sa5 Commercial st., Boston.................. She DRELCOCO: LAIN rs, sisie ts i /shalardl lars ea ely wre 20,281 49 
23 & 24 Common st., Charlestown............ ee ONTY a UEC a cm aleronsie WS Wte sieve etic aie. cucgaye 2,440 10 
573-575 Commonwealth av., Boston.......... 5 | Beaconsfield Motors................ 8,270 21 
577-589 Commonwealth av., Boston.......... De CNIMOroPAULON EAT Kola sis e octets. 14,400 100 
599-601 Commonwealth av., Boston.......... BbayY MBI DMPA hte, £6,424 ks aie comes 15,682 49 
665 Commonwealth av., Boston. ............. Bal OUNWAS Guigzh aie ce sic eres lsvevaee Ayan ic-psess 7,000 49 
1251-1253 Commonwealth av., Boston........ ball | RAPA V) CLNOS meres arcs ore in wiv nib os .0i5, 5.9 7,700 25 
1447 Commonwealth av., Brighton............ DT tial FOOTE GC, He RSCLe vie cig che ar tilts cist. 13.0 ss 7,000 49 
et ok PNETOSE SU CICY oo bic co es ee ens ese Mle LOTIAEG TOCSY hea s.0i <5 c.sneic alec sels cae 3,200 22 
338-342 Congress st., City............0...0. Gi Deminig Bramante....6<..60002<8ba 4,939 18 
285-289 Corey rd. and 255 Keltonst., Brighton..} 21 George SET sei ects, SDA + Soe oS eins 19,567 25 
PANO OMENLEVIAN SOBUON 035.20 ous ccc ccvcnss GFP MV LISONGEETRCR tere ee seco occ eiasus eve 9,170 25 
OPES Sey ng UTE) Se 3 | Sumner Tunnel Service Station....... 1,400 10 
EE SC eh 3 | Boston Paper Board Co........ sh ae 9,763 25 
SRIMOGPEUGIC BG MISORLONs 5 6... cs ce cee cece Bol TawrencevA. Brophyiees «. «us.c.6.0.00 0.6 18,220 47 
MUR PODMINMUL AG RSOBUORL, pice. cs cece gcse ceses 5 | Loyal Protective Life Insurance Co... 15,700 58 
EOS TAsb DPR DATES OPER oe os inn 6 onc conse, ode 23,449 25 
110 Dorchester av., South Boston............. 6 | George F. McKenzie................ 3,250 20 
1950 Dorchester av., Dorchester.............. 16) Croorme. F ACHIbOGy, «2.0402 +.0<55 eens 21,429 150 
ESS ER SESS TT AM PArthuriA tCookea deine se caine coda 1,882 10 
34 Edinboro’ st., Boston........ mitten apuliistine BA OMOO COIR oa oak kas es vende ce ca 3,000 25 
EES SS sriebranita hi clonalds.... cigs os ce creas 5,478 35 
197-199 Endicott st., City...... Rage RS ee 3 | Frank P. Pennachioand Dominic Pen- 

MCh. Tees S3 esas ered vee eee oe 1,000 7 


Merreueton rd., Brighton. .......560cccccceeee 21 | Eugene M. Colmes........ tesserae 5,000 35 
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Location 
14 Wargo'st., COUun DOStona.. vse. k esc ce vie tie. 6 
GO BAVetteisty oOOstOlbass cxkccine os sais s ines ste ie 5 
17-19 Ferrin st., Charlestown....:.......«2-3 2 
47-51-53 Fleet st., Boston..............0005; 3 
SEDO Pend Bi tsORtOD ir. g wins cee sk ganas are 3 
Rear 76-100 Gainsborough st., Boston........ 4 
248 Hanover st., Boston sci. aac ss sedmcn seins s 3 
20d BITISDE RY.¢ ORO davies vmenay cma. « 3 
937-939-941 Harrison av. and 3-11 Fairweather} 8 


st., Boston 
214-226 Harvard av., Allston................ 21 


3-11 Hollis st., 2-18 Dillaway st., 10 Dore st.,| 3 
and 769-777 Washington st., City. 


“4 


Licensee 


Matthew D. Spinale...............+ 
Arthur Wolfe... .. i... see 


Paul Grand6, \) 2s. 12s we 
Joseph Baroa, Jrvis,:..eeues tainted 
Wallace R. Marden Co...........«+: 
Edward Giordani... ccen sa sauene one 
PhiliptM, ‘Horan, 55) eee eee 


Giovanni Carbone ....cse ake eee 


Herbert Kaplan, ..:..5 sree. see 
New England Auto Parking System, 


47-53 Hudson st., Boston...............e000- 3 ]-Benne Schiff 2 ieeyab «tae aera es 
111 Hudson sti, BORD... «5 20 eso 0s bon hen a ates 3 { George Moses. oo G.s i0e scan ere 
244 Humboldt. 8vs,chOxOUury .5 aie eins sete ores 12 | Arsene Bi Cregailov,...c.capaass enced 
353 Huntington ay, 0860. .... 0 sees gea> ess 4 | Opera Holding Company, Inc........ 
563 Huntington av., Boston.................. 4] Albert J. Ryani ir... cease dene es 
920 Huntington av., Boston..........ces neues 10 | Estate of Thomas Reynolds.......... 
130, Hutchings sts Roxbury. fo..).5 +546. ok kh 12 | Louis, Gatemanii cee eee 
OD Sersey Shr DOStON tami eens. cae cies orhieel 5 | Homestead Motor Car Co........... 
A A OrRRION D1. + ORO as nea ee eek oa 3 | Peter B.:Moschelia..... 4.55 seaeeee 
AON OVESES CILY semtenttr os atc ade, Sees oe nies ice 3 | William and Lorene Nickerson....... 
12-14 Kennard av., Boston. ......,...+.:-00, 3 | Herbert G. Anderson.............:. 
Rear 8 Kinrose rd., Brighton................. 21 | Philip Wernick. /...7. 2.2.4 ee eee 
82 Kneeland sto-City. i 00 ok o2 be wees Conk 3 | Loy Wong... io... :024. se 
154-156 .Kneeland.st.. City 2s. sarc.ic see bros 3 |, Robert Hart.) 2. 0. os ope 
D2 esnicht st. meaavile.. 5 ace ies ene ene aid « 18 { John E. Coury:. .. /.5...5 eee 
16 Lawrence AV. RDEDUIV: «056s oc cca ck ce eo 14 | Mary Botbol.\....22en see 
OU-D4' Leon Bt, BOBLONy poi sos been we cs 4 | Kar-Hol Corporation. .............. 
130-132 Leverett st., Boston............csees 3 | Harris Osofsky..|..... 2 ee oe 
30 Lowney Way and Tremont st., Charlestown.| 2 | Mary E. Giblin...................,. 
40 Malvern St, :AMStOD og:.co's ens Kars dines F's. 0 whe 21 |. Gertrude .B. Costello... 5.5 70en ee 
909 Massachusetts av., Boston............... 8 | Dickson Truck Rental System, Inc... 
20-30 Maverick sq.j 40ast, Boston: . <2. 2. en .s 1 } Louis,Giampi....4<.. 02 eee 
277 Maverick st., East Boston............... 1 | Anthony and Ralph Correale........ 
34 Merrimack at., Boston : ss see sain pee ka ss 80h 3 | Estate of Harry E. Morton.......... 
bli Merrimackist.. 0ston... +a vce oe ee nee 3) ledacobiW. Blank:...%.; <<, «eee 
GO; Middlesex:at. City ic << dcacicscc nis cls: staianiins $i |e. Maller. < .\. 00.0 < sis cee ee 


Area 


46,479 
16,600 
2,411 
1,190 
4,500 
14,250 
1,970 
2,100 
8,500 


14,298 


21,465 
5,557 
10,000 


1,500 | 


8,064 
7,143 
15,192 
11,534 
32,679 
2,400 
800 
3,900 
1,420 
1,400 
3,500 
13,790 
5,062 
74,923 
18,338 
13,522 
8,850 


144,321 
13,000 | 


2,858 


9,036 
6,332 


1,825 
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Location | wa, Licensee | Area ae 

ep ole ES NOP SE 00) a Ol 3 | Margaret H. McMackin............. 2,500 18 
TNC EE ESOBDOINs vhs ak wists Se ees od ree eel Gr he WBTOHOUSCL LG WING aii), nwo ait MUTE ves 13,840 73 
4-6 Newbury st., City....0...6..00.c0c cece 5 | Ritz-Carlton Hotel................. 8,736 | 49 
na shy Newbury st., 278-284 Dartmouth st.} 5 | Estate of Aroline C. Gove........... 2,400 6. 
PAULIN WEIR SteeSOSUONE oo 0 -aie so aes os ke sc 0 Dial INGWOLL Be ISUTSON. 245 crsace cles ose oe 700 5 
399-405 Newbury st., Boston................ 5 | Harvard Club of Boston............ 12,500 58 
419-439 Newbury st., Boston................ OD EELO LCL EIT LUGIh certitude heats ory totes cae 23,760 98. 
575-587 Newbury st., Boston..... tert Siete a Oa RECLOY Las IGCOUbdsains acs cere icing cna. 17,500 75 
350-360 North st. and 30 Harris st., Boston ...| 3 | North Street Auto Park, Inc......... 16,300 74. 
101 Northampton st., Boston................ Sele OOS LLCO at ae ear re reicie ee ciate hae 5,000 20 
381 North Beacon st., Brghton.............. Bs We TLODELG Wie i ESALAIIY ees cle s'el gus ae ose ater 82,680 100 
283 Northern av., South Boston.............. 6 | Harbor Motor Terminals, Inc........ 32,895 80: 
AMIN OR WET Bic SOSUON cic e.cie ccchincic csc oicsins e's 4 | Romeo L. Desfosses................ 3,500 25 
55 Oldfields rd., Dorchester........... eee De, Wr A SEEY Lar VEhs cate oo ei le eco ee ow te 17,600 50 
ee tery Oi go tl eM Oe a Seis Dowsearking CO jes ct erties eee eee 6,425 28 
DO ATK Sey OMATICHOWE oe eee wer Carmen, C. Belling #076 sav wt deja ate ova 13,800 10 
Oe Park Swe NAricstown. . 2... 2... 2. ees 2 | Louise S. Raia, doing business as Raia 

EE PANSHOLLG GOK aut) tein Sieio te areas 9,000 25 
SOLEUS errs POT OT nie os oe AMEN ATY sD) Vi OONGY. sr eles oe tieis ms aiaictc 12,000 41 
CEOS tao GHZ Sa ae ar Ph MINOR UO es eecieie attics eure hae eidloics 1,100 5 
De ee I AV rere iaks 3G 5 kit v0 5s 0 coe ee Poi iid a Riacotchet brhatel| wick, eeuyey ere era Ene ame Rate 2,100 9 
em EIPONMBO Bbce COIN oo 5 cs ee eee 3 | Allstate Plumbing Co., Inc.......... 6,892 40 
79-85 Queensberry st., Boston................ S ielanwood Gril ing... 3. 6 steel once 20,706 50 
40 Readville st., Hyde Park............5.5..... A SamA TI CGEM OCS site's oie ace inn 2 arti 14,000 98. 
Ve ERIOMINIOIIE STs ONY ee as ok ccc ee cee ee eee 3 | Richmond Auto Park, Inc........... 9,000 63 
PIONS IE PISOBLOING cieks ois kins es ss sce a ees 3 | Samuel B. Michelman.............. 2,000 6 
37-39-41 Rutherford av., Charlestown........ PORE TAN DATAOlS Stic Gas acins vie ss cn ed 3,908 25 
64 Sleeper st., South Boston................. 6 | Farrell’s Dock & Terminal Co....... 10,395 ve 
CISD Speen te cp Oy 5 4 | Stanhope Garage, Inc............... 14,645 84 
126-128-132 Staniford st., City.............. Oa WAD POLO RACANOE ail. coc so plea e a eie hat 3,023 12 
8 Sterling st. and 17 Williams st., Roxbury.....| 9 | Milano Guarino..................6- 21,482 Cis. 
BperOneneiny Gb. DOSUON, ... 26... 0s cc ces eee 4 | Lynwood Apartments, Inc........... 5,940 19 
162 Strathmore rd., Brighton................ Peet regs ALADNG toa dce chick Hoek tae 1,500 10 
222 Stuart st: and 75 Church st., City......... 5 | Stuart Street Jenney Station......... 1,400 9 
240 Stuart st. and 66-72 Church st., Boston....| 5 | Como Rombola.................... 11,400 70 
651-655 Summer st., South Boston........... Galdames Ly ManonGy ci... ose cas cccca 59,641 41 
249 Sumner st., East Boston.............2006 THe DOIEUNINTOs cc i. oem k ees ee cen 7,520 25 
230-292 Tremont st. and 8-24 Shawmut av., oimeNagiow AUtO Park: an «/cs'ele sclera eh «0 9,499 50 


City. 
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Location | Wd. | Licensee | Area a 
283-285 <iremont: st., BOston...-o4e.nss css kt 5 | R. A. McCormick Company, Inc..... 4,578 17 
357-359 Eremont st., Boston. .<..<...2ukleaele © Hel) Paul Ji.Caviechi, Jz: 0.5 eeu ee 2,200 18 
S5, Rv lemstetGity shee heise ad 6s so rae 3)|# Sheltered Workshop: .....cseeeanse 3,225 13 
12-90. Vinelist.. Brighton's... 2... eect sets te 219 Mae Zieman.. sé .imeihd. ate ene 17,724 30 
15-17-19 Walbridge st., Allston.............. 21.) Wilhelm M. Hansen. 2... -e eee A 10,846 23 
BSW AMTICO Stsse AUSLOM Co cies ares ic uertanete tee ereass 21.1); Philip, Chansky oc ieee ae 15,412 50 
FO FeV BELLE ClUNe Basiccne iat im ee ee 3,| Joseph Freni. cas... o eee eee 4,332 20 
AAT EW Sts, Cry, iret ake ole aevare teins Miers ee 3:1 John Colonna... ose eee eee Ae 2,160 8 
20-22: Wapping 'st., Charlestown....\......... 2.\aHdsen J. Marlin.) oes ene oe Re 2,307 13 
243-5-7 Warrenists, ROxDUry.<..- wae eee ates et ere 12° |) Russell Dikmaic., 2 -sieee ene eee 3,480 24 
hd) WALTEN Sta hOx DUT Mere ise ntere ein ee 12| George Starr-->.. 2. eee eee 9,700 10 
20) Washington st ebogaton nies: fuse eee 21}. Patrick J4 Murphy, Jt. s.r eee 24,663 50 
2750 Washington st.,hoxDUry 4. tar saa oe We 11. | Madeline iR..Millmant. 3 oe eee 9,415 25 
3694 Washington st., Forest Hills............. 11 | Catherine, B.. Ramsdell eee 68,420 201 
Se st. and 11 Morton at., Forest] 11 | Lincoln OilCo ls ios .4.<+ ee eee ae 14,900 50 
Rear 3710 Washington st., Forest Hills........ 11) Walter DENolan. =e enter Se 14,000 50 
1-93" Way: st., Cityceas ot eee ens ee 3° |: Mabel Chin’. 2s... 7s ee cee 7,100 50 
106-114 W. Brookline st., Boston............. 9 | Josephine: Walkers--.. oe eee 12,663 49 
DODRVVeStOrn a vee rigitOn sti. eee tee ee noe 22: |. Harvard University...) ee welt 227,000 900 
OM Westlangraver DOSUON fem ee a tinea 4 | Symphony Auto Park, Inc......... 5 9,650 50 
cea CO ea T. Morrissey Boulevard, | 13 | Simmons Parking Corp........... -.-| 200,000 595 
28 Woodlawn st., Jamaica Plain.............. 11 | Mrs. George J. Laverdure. shal weeciar 2,945 6 
A Wyman pl., Jamaica Plain........... esses! 10 | Angelo Criscitiello........ os aes 10,000 49 
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Location | wal Licensee | Area rote 
8-10 Edgeworth st., Charlestown............. SL atrick so byInese sce eee ce tate 3,124 21 
34-36 Ferrin st., Charlestown................ 2 PL Rtrick/ de BYIMNes: 5. eee coe ooo ee 3,508 25 
34-36-38 Ferrin st., Charlestown............. 2 PE MtriCk or eeyenes! i lee ee Wess aes 3,556 20 
TAG A Bey OUG EORUOTN sii ee eens G6 | Lester 8. Chilson Co., Inc............ 3,500 25 
4 Baldwin st., South Boston.’..........:..... 6 | Lester 8. Chilson Co., Inc............ 5,000 29 
22 Court st., Boston, and 7-9 Court sq........ 3 | Court Street Parking Co. (Samuel P. 
ROCA Mis Chis Peer Labuaees.. 17,500 91 
47-55 La Grange st., Boston. ................ 3 | City Parking Garage, Inc. (S. P. 
cE i ee eat ae 7,650 32 
45-53 Broadway and 1-11 Shawmut st., City..| 3 | Philip Ferris....................... 8,485 56 
67-69 Broadway and 5-7-9 Piedmont st., Boston| 5 | Philip Ferris....................... 4,898 14 
45 Carson st., Dorchester: ;.:.............03: 13 | Shawmut Parking, Inc. (Victor J.Ferris) 59,775 100 
45 Carson st., Dorchester: $232.20) 00000005.. 13 | Shawmut Parking, Inc. (Victor J.Ferris) 19,596 34 
Moy 1 PemmOmumty DOBRON. fois cee. s sce oes 5 | Shawmut Parking, Ine. (Victor J.Ferris) 6,164 35 
Cy VEE a ED Bo gon th. Hitegeraldasies< foc lace). o.* 3,500 25 
Dos NeeiIOn Shitty... oo .cclhsc cd cae cscs 3} John I. Fitzgerald... oo. 660.000 005. 4,000 25 
NE fe a 3 | Fitz-Inn Auto Parks, Inc............ 9,500 44 
130 Dartmouth st., City, and 7-27 Harwich st.| 4 | Fitz-Inn Auto Parks, Inc............ 12,690 65 
EEO LE 6) 4 | Fitz-Inn Auto Parks, Inc............ 7,698 38 
24-26 Somerset st,, City.................00.. 3 | Fitz-Inn Auto Parks, Inc............ 5,453 32 
OR 6 4 | Fitz-Inn Auto Parks, Inc............ 5,350 29 
Bile Pha semrimeion Ob OIGY.. 5.6... cesses & i Gonernl Praditie (C0... ccs s ce cenacks 11,635 68 
EN 0 3 | Boston Auto Parks, Inc.............. 4,048 21 
ES 3 | Boston Auto Parks, Inc.............. 60,011 55 
Maes OWMNOM Bt CILY. .. 2 ce eee 3 | General Trading Co................ 6,900 37 
218-222 Boylston st. and 58-60 Parksq., Boston | 5 | Boylston Auto Park................ 6,963 50 
29-51 Brattle st. and 15-23-25 Hanoverst., City | 3 | Brattle Company................... 41,977 219 
18 Broadway, Eliot, Carver, and Stuart sts., City 5 | Red Crown Oil Products Co.......... 17,915 105 
SO 4 | Back Bay Auto Park, Inc............ 11,752 64 
Baus Pe museway Bt. City... ee oS ieoneraletrading:@o. ats eee ee ok 6,439 31 
206 Columbus av., Berkeley and Isabella sts., 5 | General Trading Co................ 10,904 61 
Boston. 
169-195 Congress st., City............eeeeee- aeimigoneral Prading:; Coe. .)c/te s.s-aisiels ane 16,394 90 
1-3 Gainsborough BE PUIORLON «.<ciasc 9.0.0 o.0.c/aeiaye » 4 | Boston Auto Parks, Inc.............. 24,207 109 
8 ER OT (6 3 | Boston Auto Parks, Inc............. 44,148 244 
Ee Sul Areneral irading Con. a sickle cee sine PHY AY 121 
NI TCC ns aw nln a Giiiesie cuslecees a kiGeneral Trading Co's. 3. +iss «cas vas 3,0¢2 18 
fan st., and Cotting and Billerica sts.,, 3 | General Trading Co................ 5,670 31 
SEPM IMMOMIBG., DOBCOD..... 00 cccccccrcvces 3 1 guliot-Carver Co.; Inc: iki sees es 11,484 59 
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Location | wa, 


18-28 Nashua st. and 18-26 Billerica st., City..| 3 


BG-20 IN Ash ue Bt. lb Verne sols ais sale cab o 
Be Naga ae, ity sh ss. cents nk son once See 3 
OoVNashunanstes Cityein ii iaca tesa ane a eee 3 
LO Sorerset:8t.¢ City... <55/vcte behave monet 3 
LZ=14 South’ St.,: City rteiisak seh eeaaaen eae 3 
43-65 Southst., City. eb «ak clement cee 3 
Fae StaNnOperat snOlt vo metet tA enn o: cei ee es coe 4 
TSO StuarkistspGity accent es este ae een ae 5 
219-031 Btuart Bt: City wie x «net sevens eats 5 
B00 Stisttiieh. City... 6 oi oi ns ed oes 4 
AD) Stuartisisw Citys ce eeu ah. cose 4 
93225 Oxfordist. wCityusee scent oS uta ee 3 
121—T33ebviler. st Cityc.ce sete + eee 3 
1927 Beacon.st.; Brighton, ).... + aside doled cated 21 
148 Chestnut Hill av., Brighton.............. 21 


210 Columbus av. and 120 Berkeley st., Boston..| 5 


1650 Commonwealth av., Brighton............ 21 


182-188 Summer st. and 612-624 Atlantic av.,| 3 
Boston. 


SoO-oDe Ll remont sts GOSstOlue:: .2 seen neae sc 5 


12 Bulfinch st. and 52-60 Howard st., City.....] 3 
BU-oS Ghardomn sti Ciby.c ce. een eae eee eee 3 
174=176 Columbusiive, DOStOl. 7.5 c,h 4s a: 5 


1-19 Green st., 2-18 Chardon st., and 11-13 3 
Pitts st., City. 


10 Hawking.et; City 0%. 0 natbadest me peeln 3 
37-41 Dalton at.; Boston... 2 4-026 dunk ae Be 4 
Rear 95-135 Huntington av., Boston.......... 4 
AcIrvington. sti bOstone a... ste nee 4 
275 South st. and Utica st., City.............. 3 
Trinity Place Station, Boston. ..:............ 4 


3-5-7 Chatham Row and 57 Chatham st., City] 3 


420-5) Chatham: sts City) coe cen eee nte ate eat 3 
152-186 tate sb. ity soe cet ek eee ete 3 
9 Glenville av., Brighton....... Chen ee aat 21 
Rear 80-90 Gordon st., Brighton............. Pal 
100 Kilmarnock sti, Boston. ... 0.09 + esens 


Licensee 


Nashua Parking ’'Co:,, nessa 


General ‘Trading Co. \.. ease 


General Trading Co...:. .s,«sseeeeee 


General Trading: Cos sac0) eee 
Eliot-Carver'Coi; Inc... «s+ mma ae 


General Trading Co. (Licenses sur- 
rendered:'7—13—55) .). . ween aes 


Boston Auto Parks, Inc. (Licenses 
surrendered: 8—-29-55)........+.05. 


General Trading Ca. ....<st 4¢ee a? 
Red Crown Oil Products Co......... 


General ‘Trading Coven enn 


Boston Auto Parks. in¢ aay ee eee 


Boston -Anito-Parks1in¢.. seen eae 
Albert Gilbert. 90@i.< Us waen ees ae 
Albert Gilbert... oc. i:3sis00 deca eee 
Gulf Oil Gorp..c. eee eee eee 
Gulf Qil Corp.y. oer eet ioe 
Gulf Oil Corny ee coer eee 
Gulf Oil Corpigs eee eee 
Gulf OilCorp?.2.. 70 eee eee 


Gulf: Oil. Gorpehaneee ec 
Paul K. Hardwire. oa teeter 
Paul K. Handy). stare eee 
Handy Parking: 2250 a eee 
Paul K. Handy .. 2. a. 2 etna 


Paul K. Handy. .. <njcseetee ee 


William Lyndon.....:..0ss)eeen marine 
William Lyndon..... ° 0:50 > Siar 
William Lyndon........% ee 
Wiliam Lyndon’... . 5 soe 
William Lyndon..7.2 5 eu cee A 
Francis H. Maher............eseeee 
Francis H. Maher... Asse 
Francis H. Maher: .....2.5 ue 
Brainerd Auto Park (Nathan Mazur). 
Joseph G, Masur... <. .. saa 
Brainerd Auto Park Co. (Nathan 


Mazur).. 


| Area 


15,297 
8,628 
3,360 

39,500 
8,000 


7,382 


10,790 
12,185 
20,333 
44,124 

9,617 
33,350 

2,200 
17,873 
26,530 
18,973 
31,214 
19,546 
18,326 


14,557 
6,069 
8,808 
4,840 

21,433 


4,405 
21,500 
21,500 

7,100 
46,000 

7,000 

2,084 

1,733 

1,400 

7,150 
34,000 


25,419 





No. 
Cars 





66 

45 
21 
150 


137 
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Location 


SUeveta! Wa? bate © € b! ef ele 6 6 eS = 


97 Larnark rd., Brighton 
EC 
35-39 Arch st., City 
ee 
2-26 Friend st. and 50-60 Elm st., City 


eet eee 


16-24 Hollis st. to 17-35 Common st., City.... 
PATE gM GU BI eo Sige Oba ee tt er 
30 Kilby st. and 10-20 Central st., City....... 
41-47 Stuart st. and 40-50 La Grange st., City. 
17 Tyler st. to 76-82 Harrison av., City........ 


837-857 Washington 
Common sts., City. 


73-85 Brookline av., Boston 
OSS MES UT aga tah O10. Se 
PISVINCRY DNIEY RUETONUN ee ce ee ok esc ee ee 


st., Warrenton and 


6-8 Congress st., corner State st., City........ 
woot Pemberton 8G., City... 0.0: 6.6.6. ec eee 
EN SOE Sa er 
SEPP LOGUE BucmMCIUe SEs aunts cin Bole d's See eas 
PAA Wy ashineton ste Olt. wy cc ok 6 oe oociyv e ees 
Bei ATDIEtLON Rts, OSLO a. c os ccs secs es eee 
Po) opandiensh, Gs08Ston.................. 
io Merri st, Cnarlestowil......:........-+-. 
20 Ferrin st., Charlestown 
212-214 A st., South Boston 
ES OS ere 
4 Alden st. and 4-6 Alden ct., City 
23 Chardon st., City 
25-27 Farnsworth st., South Boston........... 
60 Necco st., South Boston 
23-27 Sleeper st., South Boston............... 
74 Sudbury st., City 
SA Oe oe 2 
285-295 Broadway and 272 Harrison av., City. . 
27-29 Curve st. and 149 Hudson st., City 
30 Curve st., Boston 


BD Mee" 06.8 6, € 6. 6)'e ea % » 


Tee eee e ees 


Silase) O18, 0) 6 4 0 9 0 6 "ev eres « 


Semis @lels @ © 6.0.66 0 6 0 9 8 0 0 6 8 + @ 


Se ie ae ae ee ee eee 


= 143-145-147 Hudson st., City................ 


=, 4, 5, 6G, 7, 8, 9, 10 Noanet st., City.......... 


| wal 


wo Ww wo 


Licensee 


INOGHAN MASUM Piya cticas bicadtaaed 
ING bier MARU O06 au aula s os Sin he 
Arch St. Realty, Inc. (David Meyers) 
Federal Parking, Ine. (David Meyers) 


Post Office Sq. Parking, Inc. 
Meyers) 


Pilgrim Parking, Inc. (David Meyers) 
Pilgrim Parking, Inc. (David Meyers) 
Pilgrim Parking, Inc. (David Meyers) 
Arch St. Realty, Inc. (David Meyers) 
Devy-Annex, Inc. (David Meyers).... 


Arch St. Realty, Inc. (David Meyers). 


K. Ba Newton Realty Co. 105 voce 
K. B. Newton Realty Co............ 
K: B. Newton Realty Co............ 
Reavis PANS Tay cies as ities ae iam o> 
POPs IU SGT. i. cos ea Pe ass: 
PaP MT ETL  ee e ee Waa eane aisle sca 


William Saitz 


SO UG) OF eee) a) eae ee Sere we a) ®, 


he bee eo ee 6 8 4 ee ble ee 8 


HDavidch Asedersky oa eek ree 
Flerbertiskolnices.wiesics.4 6 fcitere cares 


ADnAM SOlOmON ss60445 ve ve kak ses 
Abraham Solomon... 2.6... .00e-e00s 
ADIS0RMD SOIGMON ay.o5 4-5 cha kde ca yas 
Abraham Bolomon:.< iis. oess sas 
Abraham Solomon j..25 0. esses ceva 
Abraham’ Solomon... i..ciiesseeces- 
Abraham Bolomon i. 0). scans wee aa 
Abraham Solomon.................. 
Boston Parking Co. (Kalil Solomon). . 
Boston Parking Co. (Kalil Solomon). . 
Boston Parking Co. (Kalil Solomon). . 
ROME CGMAOTE | oy salsa ac vgn Wc Go asa oA 


Boston Parking Co. (Kalil Solomon). . 


| Area | 


10,712 
10,712 

3,400 
10,000 


7,000 
28,500 
5,000 
6,637 
14,031 
8,814 
32,900 


43,403 
7,000 
7,000 

11,428 

10,700 
9,926 

10,958 

14,181 
6,300 

41,745 
1,200 
1,000 
7,149 

38,068 
4,443 
9,271 
9,034 

28,500 

10,000 
4,274 
6,294 
2,700 
1,993 
9,763 
4,200 
8,719 


No. 
Cars 
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‘GROUPED’? PARKING SPACE LIST FOR 1955 — Continued. 














Location | wa) Licensee | Area fot 

TL WNOanet tres Ostons oo ec.'e oe coterie 5. eteis, Crore 3(iKalil Solomon... .:.ifsnsisenee eieeeeeee 2,490 14 

add’l add 
EO-H1'Albany.nty City onl vin Hees eck 3 | John'A, Sullivan, ...,..c00e eee 2,940 | 20 
at OP AlDANYBt. cGlbV sides fe bess ea eee sists 3 | John A, Sullivans a. eee 3,856 22 
G2) Hudsonist:« Gatyerr ven eit eaieec eres sic e 3.1 John’ A. Sullivans. nee Bt eee & 5,450 33 
91 Kneeland st., 24-30 Hudson st., 45-49 Albany| 3 | John A. Sullivan................6-- 10,600 70 

st., City 
3a2 Chestnut Hillay., Brighton. ........0-+-.: 21 | The Texas Co. (M. L. O’Connell).... 31,910 70 
584 Commonwealth av., City..........s0+6-- § | The Texas Co. (K. hs Keyes). se 13,466 25 
200 Ipswich st. and 1241 Boylston st., City ....| 5 | The Texas Co. (K. F. Keyes)........ 20,106 50 
122}Seaver st.. KOXDUFY.. cn ee courts ace es 12 | The Texas Co. (K. F. Keyes)........ 18,600 40 
159-163 Milk st. and 6-8 Custom House st.,| 3 | Willard M. Towne..... (PPO eee 4,187 28 
Boston. 

5-11 CustompHouse Sic Cry ose oes ers eine ee 3°] Willard M. Towné-....-eee see 1,400 10 
120 Brookline’ ayenCityi. ssc i aoe slerettanst 21 |. United.Consumers, Inc...) 2.2. ee 3,500 25 
7) Vani Ness st:, City oc. o. 6c. Nea § | United Consumers, Inc: .5.... 00. «+ «1 7,700 50 
Zo Belvidere Sts City ein ous lewvecisiie soi Geeta. 4 | Huntington Auto Parks, Inc......... 4,435 21 
87-93 Belvidere st., City...... isis te vik eae 4 | Huntington Auto Parks, Inc......... 25,000 150 
82-70 St. Germain Bhp Citys sce coc cade otas noe 4 | Huntington Auto Parks, Inc......... 4,479 25 


ce 
aaa aaa rer rT 
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BASEBALL, RACING, AND FOOTBALL. 





Location Wd. Licensee | Area se 
1209 Boyistemeureitger. ss. el eae 5 | Eliot Carver Co., Inc. (G. E. Cheevers) 
(Baseball and Football)........... 48,023 100 
Rear 1365 Boylston st., Boston................ 5 | Michael D. Saunders (Baseball and 
POotb all ees. cepts Ueto 7,677 45 
1369 Boylstomist.pGOStons . 6... sec ec e eee 5 | Michael D. Saunders (Baseball)...... 9,700 50 
Rear 147 Brookline av. and 27 Fullerton st.,| 21 | Newton Realty Co. (J. W. Newton) 
bates | ok. ree ee, ees (Basbballeteaus we ca ee ore 42,965 50 
150 BrOOKUROIATeMAGRLON, 6 5 ce icrh ee ee sce 21 | Arthur Scarlatos and Louis J. Taris 
(Baseball)iv.. : 50: ee here cee ok 6,168 25 
565 Commonwealth av., Boston.............. 5 | Lawrence A. Brophy (Baseball)...... 7,840 32 
590-594-598 Commonwealth av., Boston...... 5 | George H. Kerr (Baseball and Foot- 
: Dalle oe oh ctaiele os cress s Oeee scans 18,850 98 
20 Van Ness st. and 189 Ipswich st., City...... 5 | Lalime & Partridge, Inc. (Baseball and 
Football). 224 os... 03 See hae ee a i | 94 
123 Waldemar av., East Boston.............. 1 | Eastern Racing Association, Inc. (65 
days, April 1 to June 4 and 
October 3 to October 29).......... 371,316 | 2,600 


BE DADDOCIISE EATIBEOD. hse cietifo ds. aia dials» 21 | Newton Realty Co, (Football)....... 14,500 100 








30 City DocumMEnT No. 6. 


NUMBER OF DOCUMENTS AND FrEes RECEIVED BY THE 
BuILDING DEPARTMENT—JANUARY 1 TO DECEMBER 
31, 1955. 


Number Fees Paid 


New construction . 1,018 $45,616 00 
Alterations. . 7,275 27,472 00 
Elevator, annual tests—minor alterations 1,539 5,453 00 
Amendments . 234 2,982 00 
Snrinkiora . vcrus a 114 720 00 
Night elevator test 20 360 00 
Special foundation 54 264 00 
Board of Appeal 262 3,440 00 
Boilers, etc. 624 622 00 
Plumbing, old 1,900 2,740 00 
Plumbing, new 741 4,195 00 
Plumbing, no fee . —- = 
Gas fitting, old 7,354 8,018 00 
Gas fitting, new 43 25 50 
Gas fitting, no fee — ool 
Building law books 198 482 00 
Petit law books 205 163 50 
Elevator licenses, new . 1,512 1,501 00 
Elevator licenses, renewal 4,505 2,253 00 
Elevator licenses, out of town 1 50 
Elevator licenses, new, no fee 40 — 
Elevator licenses, renewal, no fee 149 — 
Elevator licenses, duplicates 64 32 00 
Master gas fitter licenses, new 10 16 00 
Master gas fitter licenses, renewal 667 1,326 00 
Journeyman gas fitter licenses, new . 46 20 75 
Journeyman gas fitter licenses, renewal 824 408 25 
Permission to inspect plans in vault and 

certified copies of documents . 264 763 00 
Gasoline licenses 139 7,814 75 
Garage licenses oe a an 3,606 00 
License for storage of inflammables and 

explosives . 139 7,814 75 
Open-air parking license 333 29,616 66 
Electrical inspection 15,903 63,337 47 





46,371 $211,384 93 
—— 





SuMMARY OF EXAMINATIONS AND Reports, 1955. 


New buildings 5,978 
Alterations 15,815 
Existing buildings 96 
Boilers, engines, etc. 27 
Plumbing, new . 1,853 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT. 


Plumbing, alterations 
Plumbing tests . 
Gas fitting, new 
Gas fitting, alterations 
Gas fitting, tests 
Egress 
Elevators 
Sprinklers 
Standpipes 
Tests of both 
Zoning 
Plans 
Special form applications 
Fires ; 
Gas accidents: 
Fatal 
Nonfatal ' 
Elevator accidents: 
Fatal 
Nonfatal 
Building el reports 
Violations 
eee eae made — \ Unsafe aes 
Finals . 
Communications acted on 
Special detail—Civil Defense Inspections 


Complaints referred to Law Department. for action 
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ELECTRICAL INSPECTION DIVISION. 


Permits granted to perform electrical work . 

Exterior inspections made 

Interior inspections made é ie, 

Theaters, amusement places, carnivals etc., 
inspected : 

Hospitals, homes, clinics, ete. _ inspected 

Complaints received and investigated 

Grants of location approved 
Streets affected 

Underground service locations approved and 
referred to Public Works Department 

Plans of underground services loaned to utilities, 
CLC ; 

Manholes constructed 

Underground services installed 

Poles set, new locations 

Poles reset, replaced or straightened 

Poles removed , 

Poles standing in public Ww rays 

Notices of overhead construction . 

Notices of underground construction 

Reports on overhead construction . 

Reports on underground construction . 

Accidents investigated 

Notices of street lamp locations received 

Street lamp locations investigated 

Vaults installed in public ways during year 

Vaults in public ways, 13,800 volts aie 

Underground conduit installed, feet. : 


240 
175,240 


FINANCIAL Report, 1955 — ExPENDITURES. 


1. PERSONAL SERVICE: 
10. Permanent employees 
11. Temporary employees 
12. Overtime : 


2. CONTRACTUAL SERVICES: 
27. Repairs and servicing of equipment 
28. Travel expenses — inside the state 
29. Other contractual services 


$549,483 47 
2,184 60 
$551,668 07 
$175 79 
11,989 60 
23,968 49 


$36,133 88 


BUILDING DEPARTMENT. oo 


3. SupPLIES AND MATERIALS: 


30. Automotive supplies and materials $61 70 
36. Office supplies and materials... 7,937 25 
39. Other operating supplies and materials 10 13 

$8,009 08 


4. CURRENT CHARGES AND OBLIGATIONS: 
49. Dues, Subscriptions, Licenses, ete... $100 50 


5. EQUIPMENT: 





56. Officeequipment. 1} C heestha eae $4 50 
59. Miscellaneous equipment daub By seeee 8 105 65 
$110 15 
rane. 86; (el weit eov0,Ugl. 98 
Rn eS we fy on 597,977; 67 
Departmentincome. . . . ... . . $211,384 93 
Unsafe buildings razed by city. 13 
Unsafe buildings shored by city or other- 
wise secured against trespass. 8 
Total expenditures for shoring, securing, and 
eters. fe ee S2t 214 60 
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CLASSIFICATION OF DEPARTMENT PERSONNEL. 


Quota. Title. 
1 Building Commissioner 


1 Deputy Building Commissioner 


1 Executive Secretary . 
1 Chief of Technical Services 


1 Head of Construction and Safety 


Inspections Division 


1 Head of Mechanical Inspections 


Division . 


1 Superintendent, Electrical Inspections 
1 Technical Assistant to Building 


Commissioner 


2 Senior Construction Engineer 
2 Senior Construction Engineer . 


2 Head Administrative Clerk 
1 Zoning Administrator 

2 Chief Building Inspector . 
1 Chief Egress Inspector 

1 Chief Electrical Inspector 
1 Chief Elevator Inspector . 
1 Chief Gas Fitting Inspector 
1 Chief Plumbing Inspector 
2 Head Clerk 
1 Chief Permit Super visor 

2 Legal Assistant . 

3 Senior Egress Inspector 

1 Senior Cashier 


16 Building Inspector 


20 Interior Electrical Inspector 


3. Exterior Electrical Inspector 


7 Elevator Inspector 

6 Gas Fitting Inspector 

8 Plumbing Inspector . 

3 Sprinkler Inspector 

1 Welding Inspector 

1 Street Numbering Inspector 


14 Egress Inspector 


3 Principal Clerk . 


3 Principal Clerk-Stenographer 


1 Cashier 

1 Encroachment Inv estigator 
9 Senior Clerk-Typist . 

1 Senior Clerk 

1 Senior Clerk-Stenogr apher 
1 Motor Equipment me betehe? 
1 Clerk-Messenger 

3 apa h A 

1Clerk . 


135 


Grade. 


28 
28 
28 
26 
26 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
22 
20 
20 
20 
19 
19 
19 
19 
18 
18 
18 
18 
18 
17 
17 
17 
17 
16 
15 
13 
13 
13 
12 

8 

8 


Compensation. 
$916 67 
146 25 
053 54 
122 50 


127 25 


127 25 
136 75 


122 50 
$114 28-125 79 
223 12-532 88 
103 50-114 28 


73 00-76 50 
80 00 
73 00-80 00 
68 00 
70 50 
63 00 
65 50 
68 00 
63 00 
50 50 
43 36-58 70 
58 70 
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GENERAL STATISTICS, 1955. 


On January 1, 1955, there were (estimated) in the City 
of Boston: 


Brick and other fire-resistive build- 





ings wie, ; . 46,380 
Erected during the year . 230 
aS AB610 
Taken down during year . 183 
Existing January 1, 1956 ; y ! . 46,427 
Weeeidiiee ees CCC | C95 869 
Erected during year. . ... 760 
96,129 
Taken down during year . 182 
Existing January 1,1956 . . . . . 95,947 


Total number (estimated) of buildings in Boston 
PARR ODG ee Ce cere © o> 142,874 
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BEACON HILL ARCHITECTURAL COMMISSION. 


For the purpose of promoting the educational, cultural, 
economic, and general welfare of the public through the 
preservation of the historic Beacon Hill District, and to 
maintain said District as a landmark in the history of 
architecture and as a tangible reminder of Old Boston 
as it existed in the early days of the Commonwealth, the 
Legislature, under Chapter 616 of the Acts of 1955, es- 
tablished the Beacon Hill Architectural Commission. 

The Commission is established in the Building De- 
partment but is not under the supervision or control of 
the Building Commissioner. 

The membership of the Commission, as appointed by 
the Mayor, is as follows: 


Nominated By Term Ends 

Charles A, Callanan The Mayor May 1, 1960 
John G. Greene Society for the Preservation of 

New England Antiquities May 1, 1959 

Isidor Richmond Boston Society of Architects | May 1, 1958 

John Codman Boston Real Estate Board May 1, 1957 

Robert E. Minot Beacon Hill Civic Association | May 1, 1956 


The above members were sworn in by City Clerk Walter 
J. Malloy in the presence of his Honor, the Mayor, on 
November 29, 1955. They then adjourned to the office 
of the Building Commissioner, held an organizational 
meeting and elected the following officers: 
JOHN CopMAN, Chairman, 
~Isrpor RicnHMonp, Vice-Chairman, 
FRANK J. CouGHLiin, Secretary. | 
Since the time between November 29, 1955 and the 
end of the year was devoted largely to establishing pro- 
cedures and determining the scope of the Commission’s 
work, it has been deemed advisable to defer to the 1956 
Report a statistical report of the actions of the Commis- 
sion. 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS OF GAS FITTERS. 





Examinations conducted . ; , Pil 3 
Applicants examined — Master. yoo 
Journeyman. : . 36 

Applicants passed and certified — Master. sed 
Journeyman . 228 


BOARD OF APPEAL. 





The Board of Appeal, established in accordance with 
section 117 of chapter 479, Acts of 1938, as amended, in 
its functioning, may vary the provisions of the Act re- 
ferred to in specific cases which appear to them not to 
have been contemplated by this Act although covered 
by it, or in cases where manifest injustice is done, pro- 
vided that the decision of the Board in such a case shall 
have the assent of four members under Building Law 
and shall be unanimous under Zoning Law and shall 
not conflict with the spirit of any provision of the Act. 

The following is a statistical summary of the work of 
this department for the year 1955. 

In re Building Law — chapter 479, Acts of 1938, as 
amended: 


Appeals received . ; aie Are: 100 
ER rrr 
Appeals pending MN a eta oy 
Appeals sustained . Maio 
Appeals sustained with proviso en ere ely ie OO 
Appeals dismissed ANAS Shae 2 Pe a ee 

Total er ere Me oye ah ky ots 105 


In re Zoning Law — chapter 488, Acts of 1924, as 
amended : 


IVE, 6 168 
Semeeerincrawo. . 0. fll ltt 
SG TT RS hema, 
Appeals sustained... Ee ey Rh Aa 
Appeals sustained with proviso erseeiiet. Vt, ven OO 
Appeals dismissed AD EY LUNE ASW on a 9 

Total ei eee Pe Oe a OS  TI9O 


* Includes decisions of 5 cases pending from 1954. 
+ Includes decisions on 22 cases pending from 1954. 
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BOARD OF EXAMINERS. 


The Board of Examiners was created by city ordinance 
in 1913 and re-established under legislative act in 1938. 
It acts upon applications of persons desiring to be L- 
censed in Boston as construction superintendents, approv- 
ing or rejecting said applications under certain rules and 
regulations adopted as procedure by the Board. The 
members are appointed by the Mayor and consist of an 
architect or engineer, a contractor or mechanic, and a 
lawyer. 

The following list is that of applications acted upon 
in 1955: 


Approved Rejected Suspended 


New licenses and reissues . ‘ : 149 59 — 
Renewals ? ; é : ; ; 1,866 — — 
Suspended. ‘ ; ; y , — —— — 

Reissue of licenses granted in previous 
years . P ; : : : 362 — — 
2,377 59 0 


Fees collected amounted to $6,287. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


CITY CLERK DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1955. 


Boston, February 1, 1956. 
Hon. JOHN B. HyYngss, 
Mayor of Boston. 
DrAR SiR: 

In compliance with the provisions of the Revised 
Ordinances, I submit the report of the City Clerk 
Department for the year ending December 31, 1955. 

The details of the business and of the receipts and 
expenditures follow: 


PAPERS RECORDED OR FILED. 























1953. 1954. | 1955. 

Mortgages and other recorded instruments... . 22,414 21,761 2a .0aa 
PONIES CETUINCALTCS: |)... 2s eee ea ee 3,136 3,129 3,034 
Assignments for benefits of ereditors......... 49 38 47 
‘Pe Yeg CANTOR) iO 02) (er 45 52 59 
Ce yof DD Ole ae rr 3,388 1,130 1,183 
Accident notices and claims filed............. 1,530 1,544 1,627 
Tienes tor labor or materials...............+. 31 20 24 
OT, 99 95 92 
OT Uien) Wo SS hl 12 11 8 
Returns of primary and election expenses.... . 97 275 101 
Pole and conduit locations.................. 427 377 418 
RNMTIBGHOTGZOR; 255 000. 2. os ae ep eas 52 53 42 
Employees’ loyalty oath statements.......... * 3,611 4,045 

EEN EM ai sh aie are’ ivle rite yas boa p.si« » Seales 31,280 32,096 34,213 














* 2.310 included in miscellaneous item. 
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RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Receipts. 














| 1953. | 1954. 1955. 





Mortgage fees, etc., and other recording and 





























Gling fees Gee ee ane ee $65,491 15 | $64,662 00 | $68,462 
Reimbursement for pole location notices...... 525° 73 679 99 2235 
Constables’ and minor officers’ warrants...... 821 00 780 00 780 
Miscellancous,.:t2 ae oats fae oat 2,081 95 1,776 75 1,685 
Sundays bOwliNeICens@sy. i ete caen nel a eokn, 2,450 00 2,240 00 2,195 

Tae seen ee aI ed nance TERS $71,369 83 | $70,138 74 | $73,346 

EKapenditures. 

| 1953. | 1954. | 1955. 

iat BPETSODBIMSCLVAGES seis se fae cra cers aie octane $80,178 61 | $77,603 16 | $74,981 
De OONtraActiaLSeLVvices amen ete eie ce ae eens 3,914 93 8,009 83 5,000 
32 Supplies and matenals'y - ee 2 eee ee 5,591 91 6,762 12 5,689 
4. Current charges and obligations......... 170 00 180 00 191 
Giee VA Dye (bbb opeasith wueennes oO pu taoes dC mica Seen ee W75el2 173 00 207 
DRO} Hoy Fe St behead a eg LOR hee ieee ee pie $90,030 57 | $91,728 11 | $86,070 





+ 





Respectfully submitted, 


WaLTER J. MALLOY, 
City Clerk. 


City OF BOSTON 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING cadlicapation SECTION 
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THE FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


aera N NING BOARD 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


Boston, JANUARY 31, 1956. 


Hon. JoHN B. HyYNEs, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


DEAR SIR: 

The City Planning Board submits herewith, in accord- 
ance with the provisions of section 24, chapter 3, 
Revised Ordinances of 1947, its forty-second annual 
report, containing a statement of its acts and doings and 
receipts and expenditures for the year ending December 
o1,. 1955. 

The Board at its annual meeting on May 10, acting 
under the provisions of section 9, chapter 3 of the 
Revised Ordinances of 1947, re-elected Thomas F. 
McDonough as Chairman and Joseph A. Mitchell as 
Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. The Director of 
Planning, Thomas E. McCormick, and the Secretary, 
Miss Mary T. Downey, were reappointed by the Board. 

During the year twenty-one formal meetings and 
several informal meetings and conferences were held. 
In addition, the Board continued to carry out its 
schedule of evening meetings with neighborhood groups 
in various districts of Boston where the re-zoning study 
material was presented for review and suggestions or 
criticism. 

On December 20, a letter was received from Mr. Oakes 
in which he submitted his resignation as of December 31, 
1955, because of illness. 


bo 
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At its first meeting of the year 1956, resolutions 
were adopted expressing the keen loss felt by the 
Board in losing the services of George Oakes who was a 
dynamic force in the movement to rebuild Boston and 
had given so much in time, effort and now his health, 
in advancing the development of his home city. A 
copy of the resolutions is incorporated in this report. 

As in previous reports, the various problems studied 
during the past year are presented herewith in as much 
detail as appears advisable for purposes of record, while 
all the maps, plans, and charts referred to are on file in 
the office of the Board and are open for inspection. 


Very truly yours, 
Tuomas F. McDonouau, Chairman. 


Resolutions adopted by the Boston City Planning Board 
at its meeting, January 11, 1956, on the resignation of 
George F. Oakes from membership on the Board 


Whereas, George F. Oakes, for nearly four years a member 
of the Boston City Planning Board, has found it necessary 
because of health to submit his resignation to the Chief 
Executive of the City; and 


Whereas, his years of service as a member of the Board, 
unpaid so far as material compensation is concerned, have 
earned for him the respect of all with whom he has come in 
contact; and 


Whereas, by his resignation, the City of Boston has lost 
the services of an eminent realtor, who has an outstanding 
knowledge of the City’s problems particularly as regards 
the economics of building development and tax matters; 
and a man of unusual public spirit and civic ability; 


Be It Resolved, that the City Planning Board, while it 
regrets keenly the necessity that compels withdrawal at 
this time, nevertheless accepts freely any arrangement that 
will relieve him of extra-curricula work and thus promote 
his well-being; | 

Be It Further Resolved, that the members of the City 
Planning Board, in recognition of his work and worth, are 
privileged to unite in this expression of gratitude to Mr. 
Oakes for his generous cooperation, of appreciation for his 
outstanding ability, and of sincere thankfulness for his 
friendship, understanding and goodwill; and 


Be It Further Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be 
spread upon the records of the Boston City Planning Board, 
and that copies be sent to Mr. Oakes, His Honor the Mayor, 
and to the Boston City Record. 
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GENERAL PLAN 


CENTRAL BusINnEss District STUDY 


During the year much progress was made on the func- 
tional comprehensive plan for the downtown area. 
Much of the work accomplished has had a design empha- 
sis particularly on proposals for two problem areas, 
namely, a redevelopment of a section of the North End 
Waterfront and a redevelopment for the Pemberton- 
Scollay Square, Dock Square area. It is expected that 
in 1956 definite proposals for these areas, and possibly 
others, will be completed and released. 


Boston AND ALBANY RAILROAD YARD 


The Recess Commission, established by chapter 98, 
Resolves of 1954, to study House Bill 29386 of 1954, 
reported in January of this year. The main consider- 
ation in this report concerned the allowing of special tax 
concessions to induce investment of capital to develop 
such an area as the Back Bay Yards. 

By a majority vote enabling legislation was proposed 
as Senate Bill 580. However, previous to being con- 
sidered by the legislature it was forwarded by the Gov- 
ernor to the Massachusetts Supreme Court for a prior 
opinion as to its constitutionality. The Court in May 
ruled adversely and its opinion was incorporated in 
Senate Bill 716. Despite this opinion the Stevens group 
said that they would still persevere in promoting ‘‘ The 
Proposed Back Bay Center Development’’. 


SysTEM STrupIES — LIBRARY REPORT 


In September the Board published a 38-page plano- 
graphed report on ‘‘Boston’s Branch Library System.” 
This report consists of an evaluation of the existing 
branch library system and a short and long range plan 
for the location and construction of future buildings. 
The report is intended to be one of several reports on 
studies of the different systems of community facilities. 
The report in addition to serving as one of the detailed 
elements of the general or master plan, will also serve as 
a basis for decisions in capital improvement programming 
where it concerns branch libraries, as well as provide 
data for urban renewal studies. 

The present library system contains many facilities 
that do not conform to one or more of the generally ac- 
cepted standards of service area and population, location, 
and structural adequacy. 
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This Board recommended a twenty-year plan of con- 
solidation and new construction that will create a 
modern library system of twenty-seven branches (six 
fewer than the present thirty-three). Fourteen of the 
twenty-seven branch library buildings are now in use 
and are to be retained; thirteen are proposed new 
structures. 

It is felt that the effectuation of this plan will allow 
Boston to maintain a useful and economically efficient 
branch library system, which will provide maximum 
benefit at minimum cost. 

The report was undertaken with the advice and 
assistance of Milton EK. Lord, Director of the Library 
and his staff. A similar report is now being prepared 
with the advice and assistance of the Fire Department. 


SCHOOLS AND RECREATION 


The School Committee referred the matter of the 
disposition of two former school sites to the Board for 
its study and recommendation. The Board found that 
one, the Hobart School site in Brighton, because of its 
location and the lack of recreation facilities in the area, 
should be retained by the city as a junior playground and 
tot lot. However, it was the Board’s recommendation 
that the second, the Lafayette School site on Ruggles 
Street in Roxbury, should be disposed of since it is not 
needed for any community facility purpose. 


Girts Latin Hicu ScHoou 


Acting on a request from the School Committee the 
Planning Board recommended two sites for a new Girls 
Latin High School. One site would consist of the Gordon 
College property on Evans Way along with the street 
area and park land in Evans Way fronting on the Gordon 
College site, which would amount to some 4} acres of 
land. This would allow sufficient area for the Girls 
Latin School, and return it to a more central location 
in the city. However, the Board felt that it could not 
recommend this site unless a sizeable addition could be 
made to the park land. 

The Board suggested and preferred a site bounded 
by Parker, Greenleaf, Leon and Ruggles Streets. Mak- 
ing due provision for the use of part of the land on the 
Ruggles Street side for future belt expressway use, six 
acres would be available for a school site. The area 
has been designated in our general plan as a blighted 
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area subject to redevelopment. It is a logical extension 
of the Back Bay Fens cultural area, adjoining North- 
eastern University and Wentworth Institute and op- 
posite the Museum of Fine Arts. 

The Board is of the opinion that the city will be com- 
pelled to acquire sites for high schools through clearance 
methods and feels that the last mentioned site is par- 
ticularly adaptable. 


DoveER STREET Batu 


During 1955 the Board considered a proposal for the 
alteration of the Dover Street bathhouse and the con- 
struction of a laundry on an adjacent site. 

The Board, after due consideration of the proposal and 
consultation with representatives of the Park Depart- 
ment and Finance Commission, felt that the Dover 
Street bath should be abandoned within the next few 
years. It was felt that the facility could be abandoned 
because of: the reduction of potential users due to the 
redevelopment of the New York Streets area for in- 
dustry, and the fact that the two other existing bath 
facilities in the area should be able to accommodate all 
the South End patrons. It was further recommended 
that a central laundry which would do the laundering 
for all other city departments, excepting the hospital 
and institutions departments, should be built on another 
site, preferably near the proposed South Bay incinerator. 


SALE OF ParRK LAND 


The Board acted favorably on a referral of the Law 
Department proposing the sale of a triangular parcel of 
land at the intersection of Chestnut Hill Avenue and 
Commonwealth Avenue, amounting to 66,000 square 
feet, now under the jurisdiction of the Parks and 
Recreation Commission. The Board, however, recom- 
mended that a sufficient amount of this parcel at the 
intersection of the two streets be retained for traffic 
improvement purposes. 


Economic BasrE Strupy 
Toward the end of the year the Board devoted con- 
siderable time to discussing the need and importance of a 
comprehensive economic base study for the metropoli- 
tan area. ‘The importance of the economic base had 
been consistently referred to at the Boston College 
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Seminars which many of the Board members attended. 
The first section of our general plan report of 1951 was 
committed to an economic base study of the corporate 
city. Though this study was confined only to available 
statistical records regarding trends in employment, 
volume of business, etc., it nevertheless pinpointed 
several prime changes in economic factors. Examples 
are a lack of increase in industrial activity over a period 
of many years and a decrease in Boston’s percentage of 
the metropolitan retail business. On the favorable side 
it appeared that there is an increasing trend in office 
operations and service trades. 

The Board’s consideration of this matter was prompted 
by an inquiry as to the Board’s ability to co-sponsor this 
study with the Federal Reserve Bank. Dr. Alfred 
Neale, Vice-President of the Federal Reserve Bank, 
Mr. Robert Ryan, Vice-President of Cabot, Cabot & 
Forbes, and Mr. Joseph Turley, Director of Research at 
Boston College, were actively engaged in promoting 
this study. No action was taken at the year’s end, but 
it was becoming apparent that the scope of the study 
had broadened to the extent that a much larger budget 
than originally proposed would be needed. 


TRANSPORTATION 


CENTRAL ARTERY 


Late in the year the Board on learning of the State 
Public Works construction plans for the Central Artery 
at Dewey Square became quite concerned regarding 
pedestrian traffic at this location. 

At a meeting with officials of the City Public Works 
Department and the Traffic Commission it was estab- 
lished that the Traffic Commissioner had sent a com- 
munication to the State Public Works Commissioner 
regarding the need of an overpass to handle South 
Station pedestrian movement across the Artery. It is 
feared that the complicated traffic signal control needed 
for vehicles because of ramp locations at this point will 
not allow enough time in a cycle for pedestrian move- 
ment. The matter was unresolved at the close of the 
year. 

DowNntTowN PARKING REPORT 
In April the Board released its Report on “A Parking 


Program for the Central Business District.”? The report 
proposed a system of twenty garages throughout the 
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business district, ten of which should receive im- 
mediate attention. The site locations fall into two 
categories, one an inner ring wherein the sites have been 
selected as close as possible to the retail area without 
encroaching on valuable property, and two, an outer 
ring, wherein sites have been picked just inside the 
central artery with due consideration of ramp locations. 
Both rings comprise a chain of locations 600 to 800 feet 
apart. 


The report emphasized the necessity of having these 
new spaces used primarily by short time parkers, 2.e., 
for shopping and business trips. In this way additional 
economic activity can best be attracted into the business 
area with little loss to mass transportation patronage. 
It is pointed out that this may require an adjustment of 
parking rates charged in off-street facilities and a 
similar recommendation involves increasing the rates 
charged on on-street meter spaces. 

The present 335,000 people attracted to the central 
business district each day will increase to about 380,000 
in 1965. Consequently the number of passenger cars to 
be parked is expected to increase from about 80,000 to 
125,000 per day. 


The report concluded that a conservative estimate of 
the immediate parking space need is ten to twelve thou- 
sand additional off-street spaces. These new parking 
spaces will contribute to the economic health and wel- 
fare of the business area, and the entire community. 
This proposed program will: (1) make it possible for the 
Central Artery to bring more people to the downtown 
area; (2) encourage development of new downtown 
construction; and (8) arrest the decline of assessed 
values. 

By a majority vote the Board favored the construc- 
tion of a garage under Boston Common in accordance 
with the provisions set forth in House Bill 1275, which 
proposes the establishment of an authority to build the 
garage. | 

OFF-STREET PARKING 

In May of this year the Real Property Department 
referred to this Board for its consideration and report 
two proposed garage sites, one at Kilby, Central, Broad 
and Water Streets, and the other at Washington Street, 
Norfolk Place, Harrison Avenue, and Hayward Place. 
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The Board concurred in the selection of these sites 
for the establishment of off-street parking facilities 
inasmuch as the locations are in accord with its Report 
on a Parking Program for the Boston Central Business 
District. 

In December contracts: were awarded for the building 
of the St. James Avenue garage, the fourth in the city’s 
garage program. ‘Takings were also made for three 
additional metered parking lots in suburban business 
areas, at Cleary Square in Hyde Park and at Uphams 
Corner and Mattapan Square in Dorchester. 


URBAN RENEWAL 


WORKABLE PROGRAM REPORT 


In accordance with the requirements of the U. 8. 
Housing Act of 1954, that a municipality must submit 
to the Housing and Home Finance Agency for certifica- 
tion a ‘‘Workable Program for Urban Renewal,” the staff 
early in the year undertook the preparation of this 
report. 

The Mayor’s Committee on Urban Renewal, ap- 
pointed last December, had several meetings regarding 
formulation of a program. Meanwhile the Planning 
Board staff, in cooperation with the Urban Redevelop- 
ment Division of the Housing Authority and the Law 
Department, completed a 46-page statement on a 
“Workable Program for Urban Renewal.’’ This report 
was approved by the Mayor’s Committee. On Octo- 
ber 25th it was forwarded to Washington by the Mayor. 
Documentation material amounting to thirty pounds in 
weight was also forwarded in support of this statement. 
It is expected that the program will be reviewed and 
acted upon early in the ensuing year. 


New YorkK STREETS REDEVELOPMENT 


The New York Streets Project, fourteen acres in 
extent, the first in Boston’s Urban Redevelopment pro- 
gram, reached the execution stage this year with the 
purchase of land and the demolition of buildings. The 
implementing of this project will mean the addition of 
industrial and commercial enterprises that will provide 
the city with additional tax revenue. 


West Enp PROJECT 


Plans for the redevelopment of a 48-acre site in the 
West End for residential use have progressed to the 
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extent that an application for final approval has been 
forwarded to Washington by the Urban Redevelopment 
Section of the Housing Authority. From time to time 
the Planning Board staff has conferred with the redevel- 
opment staff on(problem®)concerning the plan. 


MassacuHusetrs Mpmortat-Ciry Hosprran MerpIcan 
CENTER 

Acting on a referral of letter to the Mayor forwarded 
by Dr. Philip D. Bonnet of the Massachusetts Memorial 
Hospital which requested a staff study to coordinate 
the efforts of all groups in the South End to assist urban 
renewal work, the Board complied: by arranging for 
several conferences both with hospital groups and the 
South End rehabilitation units. 

A preliminary staff study of the area between Wash- 
ington and Albany Streets was made based on the possi- 
bility of acquiring land through redevelopment processes 
for an expansion of medical facilities. The matter was 
still in the conference stage at the end of the year. 


REHABILITATION 

Staff aid on certain occasions was supplied to the 
Coordinator of Rehabilitation and Conservation. From 
time to time a staff member was assigned to address 
rehabilitation neighborhood groups. 

Staff studies are underway for the preparation of a 
report on urban renewal. These city-wide studies 
undertake the division of the city into clearance, rehabili- 
tation, and conservation areas. Ultimately it is hoped 
that a method can be devised for the scheduling of pri- 
ority areas. 


REZONING STUDY 


During the year a great deal was accomplished on a 
staff level towards bringing this project as a study to a 
conclusion. Basic drafting was completed. This in- 
cluded the delineating of proposed zoning district lines 
on seventy sections of the 200 scale map of the city, the 
revision of twelve, 400 scale district maps of the city 
and the making of several 800 scale maps or wall maps 
showing zoning, land use and other pertinent material. 

In addition numerous charts and displays were made 
for illustrative purposes and for use at advisory com- 
mittee and community meetings. 
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The proposed Zoning Enabling Act was considered for 
the first time by a legislative committee and in July the 
first draft of the proposed zoning code, prepared by the 
consultants and the staff was presented to the Board for 
its study and review. 

During the year twenty-three of a total of thirty-five 
evening meetings were held with neighborhood groups 
in various sections of the city. These meetings were 
usually preceded by a preliminary meeting in the 
Planning Board office where group leaders after being 
briefed on the proposals contributed suggestions or 
criticisms. 

In addition several meetings with advisory groups 
representing business and real estate groups were held. 
The proposed code was still under study at the end of 
the year. 

ZONING LEGISLATION 


NEw ZONING ENABLING ACT 


House Bill 1392, which proposed a new Zoning En- 
abling Act for Boston was first heard by the Committee 
on Mercantile Affairs. After minor changes the bill 
became Senate 729 and was referred to the Senate 
Municipal Finance Committee. The Board discussed 
the matter with the committee at several executive 
sessions but the bill remained in committee at the end of 
the legislative session. 


COMMONWEALTH AVENUE AND ARLINGTON STREET 


Last year legislation, in the form of chapter 418, Acts 
of 1954, was passed which would permit building to a 
height of 155 feet at the southwest corner of Arlington 
Street and Commonwealth Avenue. This unusual action 
superseded the Zoning Map which placed this area in an 
80-foot zone. The act has not been accepted by the City 
Council. This year a further attempt in the form of 
House Bill 796 was made to supersede the Zoning Laws 
by allowing a mercantile use on this property. The 
Planning Board recorded its objections and the bill 
renumbered as Senate 691 was subsequently rejected. 


Historic Beacon Hixiu Districr 
A special case of interest to zoning, though not a part 
of the Zoning Law, was the enactment of chapter 616, 
Acts of 1955, creating the Historic Beacon Hill District 
and establishing in the Building Department, the 
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Beacon Hill Architectural Commission. The purpose of 
this act is to preserve the exterior colonial features of the 
buildings on Beacon Hill and to maintain it as a land- 
mark as a tangible reminder of old Boston as it was in the 
early days of its history. 


OTHER LEGISLATION 


METROPOLITAN OR REGIONAL PLANNING 


Bills again were considered during this year’s legisla- 
tive session with regard to establishing metropolitan 
planning, particularly in the Boston area. As a result 
of these bills an act known as ‘‘The Regional Planning 
Law’ was enacted in the form of chapter 374, as 
amended by chapter 656 of the Acts of 1955. This act 
is permissive and allows any group of cities and towns, 
by vote of their respective city councils or town meetings, 
to establish a planning district and a district planning 
commission, provided the division of planning of the 
department of commerce determines that such group of 
cities and towns constitutes an effective region for 
planning purposes. 


NEw STATE OFFICE BUILDING 


Chapter 94 of the Resolves of 1955 further revived the 
unpaid special commission established by chapter 99 of 
the Resolves of 1953 which had been revived and con- 
tinued by later resolves. This commission was estab- 
lished for the purpose of investigating and studying the 
cost of leasing privately owned buildings, the necessity 
of a new state office building or buildings, and the proper 
facilities for the storage and preservation of public 
records and documents and the historic documents in 
the archives of the Commonwealth. The Board pre- 
viously had, upon request, submitted data on two 
proposed sites for a new state office building. The 
Commission was directed to report on its findings early 
next year. 

M. D. C. RecrEATION 


Due in part to the large number of petitions to the 
Legislature requesting the Metropolitan District Com- 
mission to construct recreation facilities in cities and 
towns of the metropolitan area, a legislative Resolve, 
chapter 123, was passed. This resolve directed that the 
Metropolitan District Commission investigate and study 
the advisability of constructing and improving recrea- 
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tional facilities within the district and report its 
recommendation in the ensuing year. 


CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMS 


During the past year the Planning Board released its 
fourth annual six-year Capital Improvement Program. 
This program, designed to provide a long-range view of 
construction activities, recommended a $114,000,000 
expenditure for major improvements for a six-year 
period. 

This program is larger by $14,000,000 than the six- 
year program recommended last year. However, most 
of this increase is due to larger contributions from the 
State and Federal Governments and additional invest- 
ment in municipal garage projects by private enter- 
prise. 

Two-thirds of the $114,000,000 was to be made avail- 
able from various municipal funds, the remaining third 
from the State and Federal Governments, trust funds 
and private enterprise. 

A six-year borrowing of $64,684,000 was recom- 
mended; an average of $10,800,000 per year. However, 
almost $22,000,000 of this has already been authorized 
and is ready to be issued and used. 

Almost two-thirds of the total money to be spent was 
allocated for transportation facilities (streets, bridges, 
and off-street parking) ; and educational and recreational 
facilities (schools, libraries and playgrounds). Other 
important allocations were for two incinerators, four 
new fire stations, major repairs to the City Hospital, 
a new hospital at Long Island, and for urban rede- 
velopment projects. This year, for the first time, ex- 
penditures for urban rehabilitation are included in the 
Capital Improvement Program. 

The report also recommended that new loans be au- 
thorized this year to finance not only those projects 
scheduled for 1955, but also for those scheduled for 
1956 and 1957. This encourages proper planning and 
preparation and ensures on-schedule construction of 
the necessary improvements. 


PLANNING CONFERENCES 


During the year the Board was represented at the 
following conferences: 


Montreal, Canada.— American Society of Planning Officials, 
National Planning Conference, September 23-29. 
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Salem, Mass.— Massachusetts Federation of Planning 
Boards, Annual Meeting, November 4-5. 

These conferences were attended by representatives 
of the Boston City Planning Board who were either 
listed among the speakers or took an active part in the 
discussions. ‘The conferences serve a useful purpose, 
making possible the exchange of ideas on planning 
administration and promotion with the foremost experts 
in the planning field throughout the country. 


PUBLISHED REPORTS 
Capital Improvement Program 1955-1960, January. 
Off-Street Parking Program for the Central Business 
District, March. 
Boston’s Branch Library System, September. 
Workable Program for Urban Renewal, October. 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
I. REGULAR APPROPRIATION 
Receipts 
Appropriation — 1955: 
Board’s work (Items 1to5) . $92,695 96 


$92,695 96 
Expenditures 
1. Personal Service . . . $79,092 33 
2. Contractual Service. 3,737 95 
3. Supplies and Materials 777:~«63 
4. Current Charges and Obli- 
gations ie. Witsaa 597 08 
TS 152 80 
$84,357 79 
Balance unexpended from Items 1to5 8,338 17 
$92,695 96 
II. SprcraL APPROPRIATION: 
Rezoning Study 
Balance from 1954 — working 
appropriation for 1955 . $28,750 16 
$28,750 16 
Expenditures 
Personal Service, Consultant, supplies, ete . $21,341. 25 
Balance unexpended . + . +)... .») 7,408 91 
$28,750 16 
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THE THIRTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOARD OF ZONING ADJUSTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


Boston, February 1, 1956. 


To the Mayor of the City of Boston, 
and 
To the General Court of the Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 

In accordance with the provisions of section 20, chap- 
ter 488, of the Acts of the year 1924, and amendments 
thereto, the Board of Zoning Adjustment of the City of 
Boston submits herewith, in the form of its thirty-second 
annual report, a statement of its acts and doings and 
receipts and expenditures for the year ending Decem- 
ber 31, 1955. 

On September 12, Mr. Alan J. Potter who had served 
on the Board for four years, the past year as Chairman 
found it necessary because of a change in business 
affliations to submit his resignation. Resolutions in 
appreciation of his service were adopted by the Board 
and are incorporated in this report. Mr. Albert V. 
Colman, Vice-Chairman served as acting chairman for 
the remainder of the year. 

During the past year the following appointments and 
reappointments have taken place in the membership of 
the Board. 


APPOINTIVE MEMBERS 


Samuel 8. Eisenberg, a member of this Board upon 
nomination of the Boston Society of Architects, was 
appointed for the term ending May 1, 1960. Mr. Eisen- 
berg appeared before the City Clerk on May 11, 1955 
and was sworn as such officer. 

F. Paul Morgan, a member of this Board upon nomi- 
nation of the Mass. Real Estate Association, was ap- 
pointed for the term ending May 1, 1960. Mr. Morgan 
appeared before the City Clerk on May 18, 1955 and 
was sworn as such officer. 
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ALTERNATE MEMBERS 


Theodore W. Paul, a member of this Board upon 
nomination of the Mass. Motor Truck Association, Inc., 
was appointed for the term ending May 1, 1958. Mr. 
Paul appeared before the City Clerk on March 23, 1955 
and was sworn as such officer. 

Douglas B. Footit, a member of this Board upon 
nomination of the Boston Society of Architects, was 
appointed for the term ending May 1, 1960. Mr. Footit 
appeared before the City Clerk on May 12, 1955 and 
was sworn as such officer. 

Thomas M. Horan, a member of this Board upon 
nomination of the Mass. Real Estate Association, was 
appointed for the term ending May 1, 1960. Mr. Horan 
appeared before the City Clerk on May 24, 1955 and 
was sworn as such officer. 


Resolutions adopted by the Board of Zoning Adjustment 
at its meeting. October 19, 1955, on the resignation of 
Alan J. Potter from membership on the Board. 


Whereas, Alan J. Potter, for four years a member of the 
Boston Board of Zoning Adjustment, and serving the past 
year as Chairman, has found it necessary because of business 
and personal matters to submit his resignation to the Chief 
Executive of the City; and 


Whereas, his years of service as a member and official of 
the Board, unpaid so far as material compensation is con- 
cerned, have earned for him the respect of all with whom he 
has come in contact; and 


Whereas, by his resignation, the City of Boston has lost 
the services of an eminent builder, who has an outstanding 
knowledge of the City’s problems particularly as regards 
zoning, and the economics of building site development, and 
aman of unusual public spirit and civic ability 


Be It Resolved, that the Board of Zoning Adjustment, while 
it regrets keenly the necessity that compels withdrawal at 
this time, it nevertheless accepts freely any arrangement 
that will tend to promote his business and personal aspirations 


Be It Further Resolved, that the members of the Board of 
Zoning Adjustment, in recognition of his work and worth, 
are privileged to unite in this expression of gratitude to Mr. 
Potter for his generous cooperation, of appreciation for his 
outstanding ability, and of sincere thankfulness for his 
friendship, understanding and good will; and 


Be It Further Resolved, that a copy of these resolutions be 
spread upon the records of the Boston Board of Zoning 
Adjustment, and that copies be sent to Mr. Potter, His 
Honor the Mayor, and to the Boston City Record. 
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In accordance with the provisions of section 9, chapter 
3 of the Revised Ordinances of 1947, the Board organized 
at an executive meeting on May 18, 1955, by the re- 
election of the following officers: 


ALAN J. Porrmr, Chairman 
ALBERT V. CoumMAN, Vice-Chairman 


Thomas EK. McCormick and Miss Mary T. Downey 
were reappointed respectively as Engineer and Secretary. 


Since the enactment of the Zoning Law in 1924, a 
total of 402 petitions has been received, 345 for changes 
in boundary lines, and 57 for review of Board of Appeal 
decisions on height variances. 


No amendments have been added to the Zoning Law 
during the past year. 


The method of procedure in connection with petitions 
for changes in the boundary lines of the zoning districts 
remains unchanged. Public hearings, executive sessions 
and inspection trips were held as found necessary, the 
staff of the City Planning Board rendering such assist- 
ance as was essential in the way of investigations, field 
surveys, drafting and clerical work. A detailed record 
of the proceedings has been filed by the Board in the 
office of the Building Commissioner, as required by law. 
This record is open to public inspection, and notice of 
the decision has been mailed to all parties in interest. 
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Petition 
Number 


379 


391 


392 


393 


396 


397 


398 


399 


394 


395 


400 


401 
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SUMMARY OF ACTION ON ZONING 


PETITIONS 


PENDING AT END oF 1954 


Hyde Park Change to more restrictive district; from R-35 
to 8-35. 
Dismissed 
Dorchester Permit building to exceed allowable height. Set- 
back recision also confirmed. Board of Appeal 
Review. 
Confirmed 
RECEIVED Durina YEAR 1955 
Hyde Park Change to less restrictive district; from R-40 and 
R-385 to L-65. 
Dismissed 
Dorchester Change to less restrictive district; from R-—40 
to L—40. 
Allowed 
West Roxbury Change to less restrictive district; from R-—40 
to I-80. 
Allowed 
West Roxbury Change to less restrictive distriet; from R-35 
to I-80. 
Allowed 
Jamaica Plain Change to less restrictive district; from L-65 and 
R-40 to I-65. 
Allowed 
Mattapan Change to less restrictive district; from R-35 and 
Allowed 
Review OF Boarp or APPEAL DECISIONS 
West End Permit building to exceed allowable height. 
Confirmed 
West End Permit building to exceed allowable height. 
Confirmed 
PrtiTIONS PENDING aT END oF 1955 
Dorchester Change to less restrictive district; from R-35 
to L-35. 
Brighton Change to less restrictive district; from R-—65 


to B-80. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
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Thomas F. McDonough, City Planning Board 

David F. Supple, Associated Industries of ARR cies 
Earl McMann, Boston Central Labor Union . 

*Alan J. Potter, Boston Chamber of Commerce 

John F. Murphy, Boston Real Estate Board . 

Samuel 8. Eisenberg, Boston Society of Architects 
William L. Hyland, Boston Society of Civil Engineers 
F. Paul Morgan, Massachusetts Real Estate Association 
Fred 8. Crowther, Master Builders Association 


Francis E. Buckley, Massachusetts Motor Truck Becaeeeiica) on 


Raymond P. Delano, United Improvement Association 


Alternates 
Leo J. Glennon, Mayor’s Representative 
Mark Linenthal, Boston Society of Civil Parinesye 
C. Clark Macomber, Associated Industries of Masedchusetts 
Alfred Ellis, Boston Central Labor Union 
William Moore, Boston Chamber of Commerce 
John Codman, Boston Real Estate Board 
Douglas B. Footit, Boston Society of Landscape Rroniects 
Thomas M. Horan, Massachusetts Real Estate Association 
Philip M. Horan, Sr., Master Builders Association f 
Theodore W. Paul, eaahuactic Motor Truck Association, The 
Francis D. Harrigan, United Improvement Association 


* Resigned, September 12, 1955, 
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Term 
Ending 
May 1, 1961 

Ex Officio 

April 30, 1957 
May 1, 1959 
April 30, 1956 
April 30, 1957 


May 1, 1960 
May 1, 1959 
May 1, 1960 
April 30, 1956 
May 1, 1958 
April 30, 1958 


May 1, 1961 
April 30, 1955 
April 30, 1957 
May 1, 1959 
April 30, 1956 
April 30, 1960 
May 1, 1960 
May 1, 1960 
May 1, 1956 
May 1, 1958 
April 30, 1958 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 


Fees for petitions filed with the Board are $25.00 for 
each petition. Eight petitions were filed and $200.00 has 
been deposited with the City Collector during the year. 
There is no fee required for review of Board of Appeal 
decisions on height variances; three such petitions were 

received during the year. 
~The Board was allowed $1,995.00 in the regular 
budget for operating expenses for 1955. The following 
is a statement of receipts and expenditures: 

Receipts from regular appropriation . $1,995 00 





$1,995 00 
Expenditures 
de. Personal Services Fe.) es $1,060 00 
2. Contractual Services . . . 516 32 
Communications 
Verbatim Reporting 
Travel Expenses 
Advertising, etc. 
3. Supplies and Materials: 
Office Supplies. 116 45 
$1,692 77 
Balance Unexpended ne 302 23 
$1,995 00 


Ciry oF Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING aa SECTION 
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BOSTONIA 





ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HLHEOCTION DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1955. 


Boston, JANUARY 31, 1956. 


Hon. Joun B. Hynes, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir:—In complianée with section 24, chapter 3, of 
the Revised Ordinances, the Board of Election Com- 
missioners respectfully submits its annual report. 


REGISTRATION. 


In accordance with chapter 246 of the Acts of 1945 
registration was held continuously at the central office 
from January 3 to September 7, inclusive, from Sep- 
tember 28 to October 19, inclusive, and from November 
9 to December 30, inclusive. Registration in wards 
was held on August 24, 25, 26, 29, 30, 31, and September 
1,2, 6 and 7, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the Preliminary 
City Election; and October 5, 6, 7, 10, 11, 13, 14, 17, 
18 and 19, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the City Election. 
This registration was held in two places in different 
sections of each ward, ten nights in each place. 

In Ward 38, an additional registration place was 
open on August 31 and September 1, 2, 6 and 7, from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the Preliminary City Election; 
and October 13, 14, 17, 18 and 19, from 6 p.m. to 10 
p.M., for the City Election. In Ward 13, an additional 
registration place was open on September 7 only, from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m., for the Preliminary City Election. 
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Registration for the Special State Primary was held 
in the central office on January 26 from 9 a.m. to 10 
p.M., and for the Special State Election on March 1 
from 9 a.m. to 10 P.M. 


NUMBER OF VOTERS. 


At the State Election held November 2, 1954, the 
number of voters on the list was 374,591. The number 
of such voters in the first list published by the Board 
August 25, 1955, was 336,790. From that time to the 
close of registration for the City Election there were 
added the names of 26,100 voters. Included in this 
latter figure are the names of 5,721 voters who were 
omitted from the 1955 police listing and who were 
restored to the voting list without registration, under 
the provisions of chapter 244 of the Acts of 1947. The 
number of voters on the final list sent to the polls on 
the day of the City Election, held November 8, 1955, 
was 362,890, a decrease of 11,701 from the number on 
the list at the preceding, State Election. The number 
of voters on final list December 30, 1955, was 362,985. 


NOMINATION PAPERS, REFERENDUM AND RECOUNT 
PETITIONS. 

A total of 90 persons declared their intentions for 
nominations to City offices; 10 for Mayor, 58 for City 
Councillor, and 22 for School Committeeman, 33 of 
these did not file nomination papers; the remaining 
57 candidates submitted 3,404 nomination papers on 
which 96,870 names were checked; 5 candidates were 
certified for the office of Mayor, 28 candidates were 
certified for the office of City Councillor, and 8 candi- 
dates were certified for the office of School Committee- 
man; after certification by the Board of Election 
Commissioners, the Boston Ballot Law Commission 
disqualified 1 candidate for Mayor and 1 candidate 
for City Councillor; for the Special State Primary 15 
candidates filed 47 nomination papers on which 774 
names were checked, making a total of 3,451 papers 
filed on which the names of 97,644 voters were certified. 
There were no referendum or recount petitions. 


REVISION OF THE VOTING LIST. 


The names of 2,986 voters were stricken from the 
voting list by reason of death, removal from the city 
and other causes. 
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JURORS. 

The jury list prepared by the Board in 1955 con- 
tained the names of 9,575 voters of Boston. During 
the time covered by this report, 2,937 were drawn for 
jury service. 


REGISTRATION OF THE PHYSICALLY DISABLED. 


In accordance with the provisions of chapter 196 of 
the Acts of 1946, persons qualified to vote but unable 
to appear at a registration office because of physical 
disability were examined for registration in their homes 
or other places of confinement upon receipt of an ap- 
plication for such registration. Applications were re- 
ceived from 448 such persons. Of that number, 291 
were found to be qualified and were duly registered. 
199 applications were received after the closing date 
established by law and could not be acted upon. Per- 
sons found qualified to register were furnished with 
applications for absentee ballots for the City Election. 


SUPPLEMENTARY REGISTRATION OF SOLDIERS AND 
SAILORS. 


Under the provisions of chapter 51, sections 50 and 
51, of the General Laws, 11 persons in the military 
service were registered as voters in Boston during the 
period from the close of registration to the third day 
preceding the City Election. 


ABSENTEE VOTING. 
Absentee voting applied to this City Election, and 
set forth below are statistics relating to absentee ballots: 


282 applications received from civilians. 
281 civilian ballots mailed. 
203 civilian ballots returned and sent to polls. 
1,038 applications received from physically disabled. 
741 ballots mailed to physically disabled. 
664 ballots returned and sent to polls. 
26 applications received from both members of the armed 
forces and kin, qualifying members of the armed forces 
(S. A. V.) 
69 applications received from both members of armed forces 
and kin for registered voters in the armed forces. 
95 total applications for servicemen’s ballots. 
90 ballots mailed to servicemen. 
64 ballots returned by servicemen and sent to polls. 
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10 civilian ballots returned ‘‘unclaimed.”’ 
1 serviceman’s ballot returned ‘‘unclaimed.”’ 
20 civilian ballots returned too late to be cast. 
1 serviceman’s ballot returned too late to be east. 
1,415 total applications received. 
1,112 total ballots mailed. 
931 total ballots returned and sent to polls. 


VoTING MACHINES. 


Voting Machines were used in 244 precincts in 1955. 
This was an increase of 14 over the previous year. 
The total number of precincts in the City was reduced 
to 290 as compared to 303 in 1954. As a result, only 
46 precincts voted by paper ballot. Precinct lines in 
Wards 13 and 16 were altered in order to completely 
cover these wards with machines. Wards 1 to 14 in- 
clusive and Wards 16 and 21 are now completely mech- 
anized; the remaining wards are mechanized in part. 

Evening demonstrations of voting machines were 
held in the districts where machines were used for the 
first time. All voters in these sections were notified 
by mail in order that they might avail themselves of 
the instructions. Demonstrations were also held daily 
between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., at the Election Department 
in City Hall Annex. 

The returns were quick and accurate and the Boston 
morning newspapers on the day after the Preliminary 
Klection were able to report full returns for the first 
time in history. 


MEMBERSHIP OF THE BOARD. 

The term of Miss Gertrude A. Pfau expired on 
March 31, 1955, and she was reappointed for the term 
of four years ending March 31, 1959. Commissioner 
Lasker was designated by the Mayor to be Chairman 
of the Board, and Commissioner Gertrude A. Pfau 
continued as Secretary. 


EXPENSES OF THE ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 


The expenses of the Election Department for the year 
ending December 31, 1955, amounted to $466,765.03. 


Davip LASKER, 

GERTRUDE A. PFAU, 

JOSEPH Russo, 

PERLIE Dyar CHASE, 
Board of Election Commissioners. 
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Votes Cast at Special State Election, March 8, 1955. 
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PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION. 
Votes Cast at Preliminary City Election, September 27, 1955. 


Number of Persons Registered Who Voted................... 40 
HOP MB VON, Ties itil Bintlic’ gts CEE iile 2 ais, s os wip x 41-52 
For City: (councilor, 25 piiais). es seie o cicd oes + 8s» Oe 53-77 


For School. Committeeman” ....sco0 f « 6 onmsu 4 ¢0 uw 0 ee 





*As only eight candidates for School Committeeman 
qualified through nomination papers, they were not 
printed on the Preliminary City Election ballot. 


CITY ELECTION. 
Votes Cast at City Election, November 8, 1955. 


Number of Persons Registered Who Voted................+.- 80 
HOr MAYOR. or 5.5 oo vase saw dus» my phot op Douce nei dons eb er 81-92 
For City Councillor 2.7...09hi (etie orang +s hiusitene © eg 93-116 


For School Committeeman......... 5's. & avis bank ean 117-139 


ELECTION STATISTICS, 





TABULATED STATEMENT OF THE NUMBER 
OF LISTED MEN AND WOMEN RESIDENTS, 
REGISTERED MEN AND WOMEN VOTERS 
AND PERSONS WHO VOTED IN EACH VOT- 
ING PRECINCT, TOGETHER WITH THE 
NUMBER OF VOTES CAST FOR EACH 
CANDIDATE AT THE 


SPECIAL STATE PRIMARY ..._ February 15, 1955. 
SPECIAL STATE ELECTION ; March 8, 1955. 
PRELIMINARY CITY ELECTION September 27, 1955. 
Pipette tON .  . . «. #. November 8,. 1955. 
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POPULATION OF THE CITY OF BOSTON. 
As Returned by the Secretary of State. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for Mayor, Preliminary City Election, 
September 27, 1955. 
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eS 

me 3 Zz 

Warps. 2 fa pa fas 

é : 3 
a Ss " < 
— 

Zi Z a a 

i cs z = 

5 5 i O 
ES eats lied be 2,237 2,196 1,820 2,008 
yes) eae Stes Ob ge: Perey 1,327 1,288 1,111 568 
tr ae ae 1.978 1/375 1,357 1,766 
Oh Arde ae ele eee 5. «ih 2,204 684 901 314 
ses AEN hess er she ii Ate te 3,102 560 697 286 
6 ng em sr se 1,140 3,776 959 261 
7, Seda ot ly We tn 1/831 3.966 1,298 359 
BS SeRL tenes eects enclee eene 977 1,225 1,178 302 
oe Pea A ay ee. 1,032 726 1/023 445 
10: Cee aed 1/256 834 1.217 2,244 
11 ey enue, eae ae 1.251 765 1,188 Vail 
FA a CRN US 1.651 838 727 349 
12 ieee ee ear 013 2,501 177 534 
14 ea) aaa ey eens 2,831 2,116 825 664 
1S. eee: sy Sena tone 1,978 1,495 1,060 488 
16) ae Mee a ee ena 3807 1/896 1/235 624 
yh apne ie! thas st 3.638 781 1.037 486 
a aah ee Sekt ee Yee. 3,799 2,637 1,310 1,362 
0D oma) rei ene eee 2,797 1,076 1,224 1,659 
20 de cee neo ed a 5,118 1/882 1121 1212 
Ph LANG: wha thoy rk ee 2,547 1,065 698 443 
Be Bee rie Ee a coder 2,543 1,725 1,046 716 
Potala: 4. ee 50,957 | 36,407 | 24,209 | 18551 
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ELECTION DEPARTMENT. 40 


Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, Preliminary City Election, 
September 27, 1955. 


* 
H * 
* A bi 
Z ; 5 ri 
; o iS 5 . ee aes 
zx o) J Z, © Bt 7, 
* ne = Z | fe) Q I 
: aa a < = ioe} < fe) 
= feet Q < DO Pp 
ey 3] — an O 
Warps. B a a ss a Ss 
= =) ea oO O : = A fy 
Sete | MN wT | 3 | g 
ca) = 3 eS i id a id 5 
ie) ie) 
n a o a a fe — a 
5) fa] es Q a fa iS fa ) 
5 5 SC fy a Ay Ay Ay A 
hs cheers ce ee, 3,418 985 437 | 3,692 | 1,020} 1,900| 1,394 837 541 
Vea eee Sib ee 955 | 1,025 376 903 | 1,184] 1,979 187i 14s 1gkth 743 
FPR Es, «PO PE 795 884 | 1,008| 3,476] 1,001 | 1,227] 1,234 591 476 
Bi eo ae, 928 860 775 868 | 1,529 | 1,306 299 829 870 
PO «eee eee 1,041 724 847 859 | 1,991 | 1,163 378 660 929 
ee a Le ee 854 | 1,433 395 | 1216 | | 1,268 | §3,030 | 1,049 |. 1,112 564 
Rea eats SEES. 986 | 1,603 498 | 1,129] 1,800 | 3,589 577 | 1,400 792 
Pees 3) eee ee 544 | 1,132 330 792 879 | 1,527 282 | 1,226 466 
FP Pe ee 487 812 362 544 809 | 1,012 223 707 441 
Soe Oat. ee oa 768 | 1,799 321 689 | 2,250 | 2,254 242:| 1,157 912 
eT Oe Pe 657 971 294 614 | 1,864] 1,801 252 862 738 
ee ce 648 795 350 621 | 1,005 873 200 | 1,046 468 
LE pe ee 977 | 1,534 427 861 | 1,556 | 2,875 284 | 1,340 721 
SP a ee 996 934 539 984 | 1,435 | 1,595 282 627 620 
ag he 836 | 1,053 341 707 | 1,476 | 2,841 261 | 1,094 740 
IF yo ee ee 1,147 | 1,591 414 748 | 2,299 | 4,047 299 | 1,485 991 
(ote ee Wii7)) 4,904 495 789 | 2,242 | 3,909 258 | 1,129 922 
Atel Pick eee eee 1,607 1,562 660 1,558 4,031 3,377 641 1,293 1,942 
See ee eee 1,053 | 1,030 382 729 | 4,060 | 2,167 255 843 | 1,782 
eee oe eee.) 7,582.| 1:300 550 | 1,097 | 6,099} 2,552 328 894 | 4,681 
ed 846 779 530 765 | 1,928 | 1,527 248 707 928 
A rn 1,079 | 1,283 474 989 | 1,947 | 2,423 279 | 1,045 981 
onlay... is... 23,271 | 25,203 | 10,805 | 24,630 | 43,673 | 48,974 | 9,452 | 21,995 | 22,248 


* Nominated. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, Preliminary City Election, 
September 27, 1955 — Continued. 








* 


* . . 
>] eed 
= > ‘3 
a ~ mH 
* © Zz : *, a 
Zz a < a 9 0 5 
Bel, one | Sd 18 Se | os 
eS =) HH & MS ah i, 
=| wy) és) food 4 ie) 162) 
Pp Oo — et ° wm eal = 
Warps. 2) Z cS = AZ ES £ cI i 
a 
: a : S) = 
= cc , o = ° = os : 
ey . A Ss) o) 
a Ese ra > et =) s! < 
3) a Z = raw 
5 = Ss y eS a ~ rm 
P fa e a Si o < Gj = 
maa < a oe = 5 a im 5 
= ro) 5) fy o < = = os 
pr 
Bt, cL aoe ee 924 | 4,349 1,043 1,438 933 2,230 | 2,081 851 1,465 
eo OL ae ae ae es 1,037 1,218 1,830 206 988 248 1,992 1,124 1,209 
Se Se Sh ee 811 3,821 1,037 1,209 862 1,446 1,552 701 1,183 
rT ee eee oe 773 1,692 1,238 243 1,308 278 1,739 720 1,393 
Bis ot a A eee 810 | 2,214 1,678 267 1,330 315 1,848 625 1,987 
be, 5 see est 953 1,622 1,778 859 1,203 392 | 4,019 1,154 1,329 
ye Th te OM ee 1,163 1,950 | 2,280 938 1,570 S77 1) 4.785 1,499 1,821 
iy. 4 eae es oe ai 756 1,279 1,088 360 906 395 1,652 997 894 
Dy ae et ce eee 646 956 737 209 708 226 1,221 672 780 
1G 25 «bleeds see 1,184 1,403 2,138 319 1,400 284 | 2,382 1,332 1,752 
Le. eae ae 788 1,267 1,636 254 1,154 288 1,915 997 1,617 
a EROGRIEC U, 9 oe) 475 1,246 746 219 874 190 1,252 488 1,064 
yes ar Ree aes cate 1,073 1,705 1,956 430 1,343 265 2,965 1,946 1,629 
Vee es a ere 643 | 2,369 1,042 359 1,425 285 | 2,043 605 1,879 
CS eu io. bee e. wana. 1,062 1,491 1,806 396 1,296 282 | 2,623 1,225 1,554 
160.5, tn eee eek 1,392 1,964 | 3,172 415 1,805 255 | 3,773 1,583 | 2,594 
Cee oe cede oe 1,237 1,995 | 3,074 416 1,668 270 4°) S201 1,342 | 2,439 
UR 7) eet a 1.473 | 3,523.) | 4,051 752 | 3,558 689 | 3,635 1,335 | 3,329 
10.455) Aspe oe owes 1,182 1,959 | 3,634 377 1,517 241 2,774 1,080 | 3,102 
Sait ik kak cn), Fee 1,807 | 3,029} 4,311 1,081 2,033 388 | 3,943 | + 1,076 | 5,495 
Shia) 1, faves sa cakes, 1,457 1,710 1,565 258 1,271 241 1,908 691 1,852 
WD bak 6 cM Pee sk MRIS ce 3,780 1,740 | 2,504 364 1,278 370 | 2,665 1,042 | 2,004 
Totals. de. /eete ae 25,516 | 44,502 | 44,344 | 11,369 | 30,430 | 9,955 | 55,975 | 23,085 | 42,371 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for City Councillor, Preliminary City Election, 
September 27, 1955 — Concluded. 
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0 
ve Me < Z, 
Z : mc = : <{ 
ot Zz + x ie) fen] & 3) 
va < < 1 x en fe) s Zz 
5 S| g 3 Z 5 D 5 3 
Warps. = ie re = = B 2 SI oC 
pA D = ° = Ne rae on es 
Kd oO : ; Dy 
fet a < 0 oO iz an Z 
2 3 TN ; 2) oe} 
3 o a 7 ms 3 e 5 
a Z a 3 Z = = is Zz 
a < i = fa A eS a fr 
- pe S < ° ps A ° S 
'e) = 5 ar ar eS a ed ee 
ANP ee ne eee 379 | 1,464] 1,246 | 5,062 843 388 | 1,629 351 520 
1 hate Ser ee ae 455 | 1,528] 1,460] 1,947 | 1,085 470 | 1,707 126 503 
less SO eS fea Ob 1. 1,278 | 1,428 882 395 | 1,319 387 489 
RS ee eens rg 333 | 1,325] 1,102 839 | 1,016 8273] 1,982 272 546 
Gaara ae ee S207 1,723 | 7 1,276 845 | 1,172 486 | 1,580 362 526 
lie Al nae 337 | 1,593 | 3,663 | 1,602| 1,274 455 | 3,984 288 814 
1 Ridog 5 Sea Ce 408 | 1,998} 4,684 | 1,883] 1,944 606 | 4,476 B97) rh g22 
eee en ee 252 | 1,044| 1,340] 1,341] 1,146 512 | 1,318 188 443 
MA ee ae 233 764 844 726 878 593 916 141 231 
Es 6 ee ae 408 | 1,760 | 1,767| 1,618| 2,706 582 | 2,445 169 604 
Base cre eth se vin. 306 | 1,175 | 1,427| 1,395 | 2,699 419 | 1,606 223 526 
ME eles lin os 194 808 877 646 | 1,025 355 | 1,039 640 346 
AS a eee 380 | 1,699 | 2,855] 1,662] 1,581 374 | 3,187 392 | 1,182 
ete A ee Sel isi42 | 1,811 | 1,502} 1,018 414} 2,131 | 2,714 659 
by ent SORE ana nae 480 | 1,726] 2,086 | 1,428| 1,394 330 | 2,757 444 | 1,567 
Lt oe 464 | 2,675 | 3,320] 1,971 | 2,093 408 | 4,462 319 | 3,006 
|e 479 | 2,441] 2,596] 1,550] 1,947 367 | 4,099 529 | 2,020 
ee Sie iiss os’ 2,241 | 2,550] 2,622] 1,948] 2,747 551 | 3,747 562 | 1,330 
BR TT erica Gx « 3 440 | 2,055] 2,109 | 1,590] 3,671 409 | 2,654 179 689 
Ng SA ee 518 | 2,963 | 2,715} 1,957] 3,241 533 | 3,328 352 829 
tk ee 308 | 2,229] 1,442] 1,142| 1,265 414 | 1,654 560 561 
RE eit de ses. s\. 454 | 3,689 | 1,800} 1,637| 1,650 450 | 2,208 237 811 
OSS ea 10,004 | 39,452 | 43,820 | 35,719 | 37,277 | 10,038 | 53,478 | 9,822 | 19,424 








* Nominated. 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for Mayor, City Election, 
November 8, 1955. 
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eo a 

aa) <a 

Zs 7 

cm to 

} 5) 

5 5 
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ee It eae re a iene 3,926 4,350 
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Rear e ne ea ae De OOM ai 4,403 5,662 
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De. URE eae 6,617 1,168 2,426 sila Wy 2,196 4,140 4,850 3,476 2,138 7,608 
FE ys ae 1,636 1,219 2,20 2 3,363 1,642 3,798 3,656 3,378| 2,567 2,309 
ab Arce: hte h 1,740 1,090 1,860 2,412 1,774 2,812 3,514 3,002 1,853 6,631 
eet: Ft eae 1,984 1,811 2,147 3,799 2,224 3,867 4,384 3,738 2,932 2,387 
ee eat Oe ae 2,369 1,890 2,001 5,194 1,750 4,334 5,326 4,139 3,692 2,521 
TES ay Bah 1,371 982 2,656 3,909 2,543 5,664 6,780 3,812 2,245 2,719 
Dice ers Mega es 1,838 1,433 3,570 4,816 2,805 7,086 8,294 5,488 2,753 2,974 
EO Rae A SMS 1,247 986 2,217 2,664 2,069 3,185 3,456 3,068 2,075 2,069 
Ora Su, Baa 1,138 929 1,747 2,052 1,616 HIN 2,702 2,918 1,744 1,447 
|| LS ORS eS SR ee 1,507 1,580 2,568 4,188 2,744 4,712 4,394 5,663 2,706 2,002 
Lh Ripa oe eg 1,557 1,533 2,260 3,791 Lado 4,208 3,983 6,012 2,170 1,995 
We Heese rae BoraeP Ta F 2,007 1,592 2,011 2,780 1,985 2,892 3,809 3,897 2,197 2,206 
BS diced vcs Sake 1,908 1,403 3,847 4,637 2,297 6,210 5,910 5,107 3,125 2,447 
SRR cr ae 3,232 2,421 2,631 4,489 2,467 5,284 6,503 4,687 3,231 3,601 
EB ER Siem 1,956 1,829 3,169 4,518 2,069 5,914 5,320 4,782 2,964 Pee ie 
| ee Ae eee 2,323 1,904 3,539 6,890 2,443 8,676 7,342 7,366 4,065 2,652 
ky oe 2,433 2,223 3,321 6,870 2,196 8,457 6,711 6,332 3,903 3,010 
| Fe eee 3,991 4,623 4,248 9,816 3,317 8,833 8,846 8,408 5,135 5,333 
| ey ee ae 2,224 3,167 2,525 7,092 1,915 5,631 5,524 7,543 3,509 2,696 
° DPS eae 3,404 8,379 3,023 9,988 3,173 7,947 8,895 9,227 6,069 4,223 
| OE eee 2,540 2,733 2,453 5,562 2,125 5,379 5,842 4,788 5,513) 2,918 
OR ea 2,321 2,612 2,980 5,898 2,386 5,929 5,908 5,079 7,930 2,898 


Totals..... 51,343; 47,507} 59,471] 108,145) 49,453) 117,130) 121,949 139410) 74,516) 68,929 
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se nD & 5 = a | | 
ro) ro) A (e“] =) < =) 
5 > ea ey = am Oo oO 
ee ea eS, oes e reasen ee ren 2,702 3,084 3,603 2,061 9,206 3,003 iqloo 1,707 
De EERE. Cee BOn ate e 2,824 2,454 3,178 2,107 3,287 2,607 2,062 1,297 
Sl i Lie are ies tet eo oe eee eee. 2,544 2,408 2,790 2,109 2,628 2,015 6,456 1,456 
Banat 4S Medidhn 1 me RO SE teehee Se A Agi 3,096 3,249 3,669 3,048 2,319 3,341 3,578 2,099 
Bree fae SORE creestetas ies (eke eet a 3,828 4,750 4,717 3,578 2,100 4,801 5,305 YAH IS 
gS et aE ates ek care mB Sl 40 Pig Re 5,921 2,333 6,912 2,348 3,184 3,359 2,875 Li2h 
Do ts IRS Be oo hE oe es 7,848 3,087 8,324 3,260 3,422 4,063 3,600 2,270 
Br cee cht fone Rm ake ee eek ae eT 2,778 1,857 3,207 1,857 2,024 2,448 24 BP 1,395 
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Total Votes Cast by Wards for School Committeeman, City Election, 
November 8, 1955. 








* . 
ie 
* . 

* 2 — Z 

= oS 

Kal (o) * < Q 

oa fe os = 7 

a 2) < Zz . Be o 

WARDS. = = a - 'S) ar 

ea ras O * oe} fe rH 

S dy Soles ie eed 

Pe pe le | om dp lo 

; si = f : nD > 

a Py a = Ay law ce se] 

Par a 

me. Z 4 | Z Z & © 

ot es 8 oe. verdes |e 

O SS = s = S oS ca! 
UF peaks aay Son lle EA ea 5,019 3,477 5,081 5,386 3,368 2,617 8,254 4,477 
Scapa ae te) i ee 3,637 2,394 3,892 3,356 2,841 1,946 1,949 3,953 
fe oe Seg ee 2,905 2,054 2,942 3,958 1,879 2,682 7,412 2,520 
As ee oe 4,035 3,699 3,740 4,208 2,846 2,831 2,791 3,584 
OO Sheol sr a eee 4,368 4,940 4,123 5,852 3,421 4,068 3,836 3,430 
Ds yoni OR oe epee 4,646 3,004 Goll 3,897 3,682 as 2,305 4,486 
74 eee SS a ee 5,658 4,953 8,016 4,867 4,098 2,981 2,718 5,747 
ly et al a ae 3,367 2,356 3,208 2,701 2,208 1,820 2,346 3,453 
ati Ay aes Ae ee 2,659 1,897 2,461 2,303 1,579 1,546 1,695 2,645 
Oth aa One 4,615 3,631 4,329 3,754 3,216 2,641 2,080 5,481 
can AA ee 4,179 3,220 4,262 3,682 3,057 2,370 2,118 4,926 
Se gies ees 3,618 2,852 3,698 4,075 2,336 2,416 3,202 3,632 
tae Se ee 4,986 5,141 5,829 4,610 3,830 2,936 2,416 5,422 
Ly el a Mes A 5,391 5,193 5,885 6,747 3,819 4,332 4,718 5,108 
0 Sy \y theps, Ga A 4,735 6,006 5168 4,216 3,506 2,444 2,372 5,261 
ye’ es 5,704 10,469 6,510 Oove 4,829 3,514 2,599 6,677 
Ol bt es 6,110 8,158 6,715 6,052 4,898 3,623 3,262 6,346 
a ; 9,485 8,746 9,146 8,609 6,940 SUM Ref 6,249 9,404 
Te si. cca e iets eae s 6,368 5,675 5,976 5,705 4,965 3,300 3,006 6,128 
i a 11,636 8,979 8,878 8,773 8,919 4,623 4,982 8,244 
a a 5,726 4,976 5,515 6,248 4,384 4,369 3,554 5,107 
rr 6,534 5,215 6,334 5,787 5,067 3,701 3,364 6,610 
OU 115,380} 107,368} 118,014} 110,388 85,688 68,065 77,228| 112,641 

*E lected. 


_ Nore: As only eight candidates for School Committeeman qualified through nomina- 
tion papers, they were not printed on the Preliminary City Election ballot, but were voted) 
in the City Election. 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


FIRE DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1955. 


Boston, February 1, 1956. 
-Hon. Joun B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 
DEAR SIR: 
I have the honor to submit herewith a concise report 
of the activities of the Boston Fire Department for the 
year ending December 31, 1955. 


Respectfully submitted, 


P te 


Francis X. COTTER, 
Fire Commissioner. 


| FIRE COMMISSIONERS 
i *1874-1876. Alfred P. Rockwell. 
1877-1879. David Chamberlain. 
1879-1883. John E. Fitzgerald. 
1883-1885. Henry W. Longley. 
1885-1886. John E. Fitzgerald. 
1886-1895. Robert G. Fitch. 
1895-1905. Henry S. Russell. 


1905. Patrick J. Kennedy. 
(Acting February 17—March 20.) 


1905-1908. Benjamin W. Wells. 
1908-1910. Samuel D. Parker. 


1910. Francis M. Carroll. 
(Acting May 27—September 16.) 


1910-1912. Charles C. Daly. 
1912-1914. Charles H. Cole. 
1914-1919. John Grady. 
1919-1921. John R. Murphy. 


1921-1922. Joseph P. Manning. 
(Acting Nov. 8, 192i—April 1, 1922.) 
1922. William J. Casey. 
(Acting April 1—August 24.) 
1922-1925. Theodore A. Glynn. 


1926. Thomas F. Sullivan. 
(Acting January 26—July 6.) 


1926-1930. Eugene C. Hultman. 
1930-1933. Edward F. McLaughlin. 


1933. Eugene M. McSweeney. 
(October 16, 19833—January 5, 1934.) 


1934-1938. Edward F. McLaughlin. 
1938-1945. William Arthur Reilly. 


1945-1946. John I. Fitzgerald. 
(June 7, 1945—January 7, 1946.) 


1946-1950. Russell S. Codman, Jr. 
1950-1953. Michael T. Kelleher. 
1953-1954. John F. Cotter. 

1954- Francis X. Cotter. 


HISTORY 


CHIEFS OF DEPARTMENT 


1826-1828. 
1829-1835. 
1836-1853. 
1854-1855. 
1856-1865. 
1866-1874. 
1874-1884. 
1884-1901. 
1901-1906. 


1906-1914, 


1914. 


1914-1919. 
1919-1922. 
1922-1924. 
1925-1930. 
1930-1936. 
1936-1946. 
1946-1948. 


1948-1950. 


1950- 


Samuel D. Harris. 
Thomas C. Amory. 
William Barnicoat. 
Elisha Smith, Jr. 
George W. Bird. 
John 8. Damrell. 
William A. Green. 
Louis P. Webber. 
William T. Cheswell. 
John A. Mullen. — 
John Grady. (1 day.) 
Peter F. McDonough. 
Peter E. Walsh. 

John O. Taber. 

Daniel F. Sennott. 
Henry A. Fox. 

Samuel J. Pope. 
Napeen Boutilier. 
John F. McDonough. 


John V. Stapleton. 


* Previous to 1874, the Boston Fire Department was in charge of the Chief Engineer. 
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SPECIAL COMMENTS 

In 1955 the greatest attention was given to activities 
that were aimed at preventing fires. For some years 
the Fire Marshal Plan was in effect in Boston. This 
plan involved the use of two lieutenants to lecture to 
sixth-grade pupils in public and private schools and 
had for its end the elimination of fire hazards in the 
home. In 1955 four visits were made to each school 
and the lectures were given to 13,000 children. 

In-service inspections began in 1954, were continued 
in 1955. Elaboration was made on this procedure. Not 
only were full-scale dwelling inspections made to point 
out visible hazards and to eliminate or minimize them, 
but the firefighters informed the householders of pos- 
sible hazards. They stressed to the occupant the 
proper use and care of oil burners. The householders 
were warned against the overloading of circuits and the 
danger of using badly defective appliances and fixtures. 
Stress was placed on the occasion of fire that came from 
smoking in bed and the careless disposal of cigarette 
butts and smoking materials. Parents of small children 
were reminded of the dangers of leaving small children 
and babies unattended. There were 35,000 inspections 
of dwelling units. 

While inspecting, fire companies responded to thirty- 
three (33) box alarms and twelve (12) still alarms for 
resuscitator and emergency cases. In no instance was 
there any unreasonable delay in responding because of 
the apparatus being out of quarters. 

During the inspection, the members of Ladder Com- 
pany 3 discovered and removed the doors from thirty- 
two (32) abandoned ice boxes and refrigerators which 
had been left by former tenants of buildings in the 
so-called ‘‘New York Streets”’ area of the South End. 
This action was in accordance with the recently enacted 
law designed to prevent loss of life to young children who 
may be trapped within such refrigerators. 

As in the previous years, our inspectors were received 
with courtesy by homemakers and occupants, who ap- 
parently were glad of the opportunity of having their 
homes inspected by firefighters. There were six in- 
stances of record where permission to enter and inspect 
was refused. This is the same number as recorded last 
year. In the light of the great number of inspections 
made and the fact that a great number of persons were 
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undoubtedly fire-conscious, such refusals did not reflect 
the attitude of the average householder nor did they 
detract from the program or offer any valid reason why 
the program should not be continued with increased 
vigor in coming years. 

The Public Relations activity is geared to the fire 
prevention program and its aim is to stimulate the 
people to eliminate causes of fire and to make them 
conscious of potential hazards. 

A summary of Public Relations activities is listed 
below: 

1. A review of happenings within the Fire Depart- 
ment for the preceding 24-hour period is given daily by 
Jack Chase, over WBZ-TV, at 7.55 a.m. Pictures taken 
of these happenings are shown at these broadcasts. 
A short but forceful fire prevention message is given 
at the end of each summary. On radio, over WBZ and 
WBZA, a similar report is given five times during the 
day and evening by members of the radio staff. On-the- 
spot coverage is given by the Public Relations Officer 
at all major fires occuring within the city. 

2. ‘‘Hmergencies Don’t Wait Week”’ was observed 
this year, October 8 to 15. For the second successive 
year, the Johnson & Johnson Company award was 
presented to Boston’s outstanding firefighter. This 
year’s recipient was Firefighter Harry Bryant, of Ladder 
Company 22, who received a huge bronze trophy, 
suitably inseribed, for his outstanding act of heroism. 

3. ‘‘Fire Prevention Week’’ was observed October 9 
to 15. Activities for this all-important week started with 
a huge parade through the downtown streets of Boston 
ending with a demonstration of skill and daring by our 
Dandy Drillers on the Boston Common. More than 
35,000 spectators witnessed the parade and drill. A 
résumé of activities for the week follows: 


(a) Radio, television, and newspaper items calling 
the seriousness of fire prevention to the attention 
of the public. 

(b) Public Relations worked with WBZ-TV in 
promoting a fire prevention contest over their network. 

(c) Several live telecasts arranged using Boston 
Fire Department personnel. 

(d) Interviews of Assistant Chiefs Collins, Mont- 
gomery, and Driscoll arranged with WBZ staff 
members. 
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(e) Interview of Commissioner Cotter, by Nelson 
Bragg, on ‘“‘Swan Boat,’ over WBZ-TV. 

(f) Posters carrying fire prevention message on 
360 taxicabs. 

(g) Public demonstrations by our drill team and 
fireboat at Boston Navy Yard. Other drills were 
conducted during the week at Copley square, Tremont 
and West streets, and Summer and Washington 
streets. 

(h) Presentation of movies and talks in Boston’s ele- 
mentary schools, convalescent homes, and hospitals. 


4. For the first time, this department entered a fire 
prevention contest sponsored by the National Fire Pro- 
tection Association among fire departments through- 
out the world to determine the best Fire Prevention 
Week program. For our efforts, we received honorable 
mention by placing third among cities of comparable 
size. 

5. In June, Public Relations worked with members 
of the Boston Board of Fire Underwriters in carrying 
out its annual junior firefighter jamboree at the Hatch 
Shell. At this affair, awards were presented to junior 
firefighters by Commissioner Cotter and Assistant Fire 
Chief Edward N. Montgomery. The Fire Department 
band furnished musical selections throughout the eve- 


ning. Pictures of the affair were shown in local papers 
and on TY. 

During the Mayor’s ‘‘Paint-Up, Fix-Up, Clean-Up 
Week” Public Relations again rendered invaluable 
assistance in carrying out a very successful campaign 
by distributing posters, issuing news releases, and by 
radio and TV spot announcements. 

This year marked the introduction of a training 
program for officers in the department. Courses in 
new firefighting techniques were conducted over a 
two-week period with each class attending both morning 
and afternoon sessions. The press, radio, and television 
were on hand to record this event. 

Throughout the year, Public Relations has handled 
numerous requests for fire prevention talks and the 
showing of movies to various groups, such as Kiwanis, 
Rotary, American Legion, Knights of Columbus, and 
other fraternal groups as well as auxiliary and out-of- 
town fire departments. 
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Again, as in the past two years, WBZ-TV put to- 
gether a film showing some of Boston’s outstanding 
fires during the year. . . . A lesson on fire prevention 
was incorporated in this picture, and it is hoped it will 
bring out a reduction in the number of fires. ‘‘ Official 
File” is the title of the film, and Fire Commissioner 
Cotter narrates the closing message. 

The Fire Prevention Division after examining many 
devices has approved a safety device for range oil 
burners which will be required hereafter on new instal- 
lations and will bring about a continuous reduction 
of fires from this cause. The adoption of this device 
has spread to other parts of the country. 

We feel that the emphasis on fire prevention has 
contributed to the reduction in the fire loss and especially, 
since the number of building fires has decreased from 
3,695 in 1954 to 2,780 in 1955, strikingly so when one 
considers that much of this reduction is in one-, two-, 
and three-family dwellings, even though the number of 
alarms reached a new high. 

Hydrant inspection program was inaugurated in 
October, 1955. Hach engine and ladder company, with 
the exception of those located in the heavily-trafiicked 
mercantile and market districts, inspected the post, 
Lowry and high pressure hydrants installed in their 
respective subdistricts on a twice-weekly schedule. 
Companies located downtown where it would not be 
practicable to have fire apparatus tying up traffic, 
performed the inspection on Sundays. The program 
was continued until it was deemed unsafe to keep 
apparatus on the street for protracted periods and 
subject it to the possibility of freezing the pumps, the 
tanks, or piping when the weather was extremely cold. 

During the inspection period, 10,816 hydrants were 
inspected. In every instance where defects which 
would interfere with the operation of the hydrant were 
discovered or where water was found in the barrel, it 
was reported by radio to the fire alarm office, which 
in turn notified the Water Department by telephone. 
A weekly report of such defects was forwarded to the 
Water Department by the chief of department. 

One thousand one hundred and six initial reinspec- 
tions were made to ascertain whether or not the most 
serious defects had been corrected, and 567 secondary 
inspections were made where water had failed to drain 
from the barrel on the initial reinspection. 
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Training was made a principal endeavor in 1955. To 
obtain a high degree of efficiency and with full realiza- 
tion of the practical aspects confronting the department, 
new methods were thoroughly analyzed, and new equip- 
ment tested and evaluated. As required by the new 
operational techniques of the Boston Fire Department, 
and as necessary, apparatus and equipment was de- 
signed to make it possible for the department to procure 
equipment and apparatus which would meet with the 
detailed specifications and needs of the service. The 
development of a training program demonstrated the 
need for the coordination of the procurement, mainte- 
nance, and operational functions of the Fire Depart- 
ment. At the close of the year the liaison of these 
functions was better defined, which substantially added 
to the over-all operating efficiency of the department as 
a whole. A summary of these efforts follows: 


I. TRAINING PROGRAM 

Curriculum — The cold weather phase embraced the 
period from January 1, 1955, to February 7, 1955. 

1. Company Drills — Rescue Equipment — Squad 
and Ladder Companies. 

2. Nozzle Instruction and Inspection — All com- 
panies furnished with SOS, Wornall, and JN—200 type 
nozzles. 

3. O.C.D. Type Pump Instruction — All companies 
with this type of apparatus housed in their quarters. 

4. Single Unit Operation — Review and appraisal of 
all single unit engine companies in service. 

5. Officers Training and Instruction Course — For 
the edification and instruction of all officers below the 
rank of district chief. 

The temperate weather phase embraced the period 
from February 8, 1955, to December 12, 1955. 

1. Fire School: 


(a) Single Unit Procedure (f) Nozzle Instruction 
(b) Ladder Pipe Procedure (g) Pump Instruction 


(c) Tower Company Procedure (h) Pump Testing 

(d) Foam Generator Procedure (i) Officer Training Course 

(e) Fire Extinguishment (j) Gas Mask Procedure 

2. Indoctrination of District Chiefs in New Oper- 
ational Procedures. 

3. Metropolitan Transit Authority Rescue Pro- 
cedure. 
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4. Instruction on Resuscitators. 
5. Testing and Preventative Maintenance of Appa- 


6. Individual Company Instruction. 

7. Tests of New Equipment and Appliances. 
8. Officers’ Training and Instruction Course. 
9. Single Unit Engine Operation by Company. 
10. Ladder Pipe Operation. 
11. Engine Squad Unit Training. 

12. Probationers’ Training School. 


II. TRAINING 

1. Company Drills — With the advent of severe 
weather, outside instruction was curtailed and emphasis 
was directed to the drilling of companies in quarters. 
Special attention was focused upon the equipment of 
engine squad companies and ladder companies and itensi- 
fied instruction furnished in the use of the various tools 
and appliances carried. 

2. All companies furnished with the Elkhart, SOS, 
J N-200, and Wornall nozzles were visited by instructors 
from the Training Division who reviewed the use of the 
nozzle, instructed company personnel in proper tech- 
niques of use, and inspected as to condition of nozzles. 

3. The various companies in the quarters at which 
O.C.D. pumpers were housed were given pump instruc- 
tion on this type of equipment. Instruction was sched- 
uled to reach all company personnel, and covered all 
the practical aspects of pumping, including drafting, 
relief valve operation, supplying first attack lines, sup- 
plying large size hand lines, supplying heavy stream 
appliances, limitations of pump, motor speed, and source 
of supply. 

4. Single Unit Operation was reviewed in many of 
the companies so operating errors in procedure were 
corrected, complete availability of the potential pointed 
out and the necessity for the use of good judgment in its 
use stressed. The equipment layout of this type of 
company, due to the difference in appliances, is not 
necessarily standard, although every effort is made to 
standardize as much as conditions permit. For this 
reason, inspections and surveys of the company were 
made to maintain them as nearly standard as possible. 

5. Officers’ Training and Instruction Course — A 
two-week course of instruction was set up for officers 
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below the rank of district fire chief. Speakers were 
selected on the basis of experience and knowledge and 
the subjects covered were as listed in the 1954 report. 
Many of the lectures were accompanied by visual aids, 
motion pictures, mock-ups, department forms, training 
division pamphlets, manufacturer’s literature, exhibits, 
and any available device which would assist in bringing 
more clarity to the subject. Cooperatively, cities and 
towns outside of Boston were permitted a maximum of 
two officers per class to the training course. In 1955, ten 
classes were assembled with a total of 209 Boston Fire 
Department officers being instructed and 36 visiting 
officers. 


III. TrRainine 

1. Fire School—As the weather became more 
temperate, more of the activity of the Training Division 
was shifted to the Fire School, South Boston, and 
various engine and ladder companies of the department 
were ordered there for instruction and review on the 
various phases of departmental operation. Companies 
were directed to report a sufficient number of times 
so that all members received necessary instruction as 
their service warranted as follows: 


(a) Single Unit Procedure — Single unit companies 
reported for a review of procedure and actual drilling 
in all phases of single unit operation, check of equip- 
ment carried, and any modifications or changes 
developed since the company last attended single 
unit training. 

(b) Ladder Pipe Procedure — Ladder companies 
were instructed in ladder training procedure, co- 
ordinating it with the operation of a single unit 
company and members of ladder companies in 
single unit procedure. 

(c) Tower Company Procedure — Simultaneously, 
members of ladder companies were instructed in 
Tower Operation, in the raising and lowering, the 
operation of the pipe, the placing of the tower, and 
the precautions to be taken. 

(d) Foam Generator Procedure — All foam com- 
panies of the department were directed to report 
for instruction in the use of foam generators carried 
on their apparatus and its actual operation. All 
personnel operated the foam generators. 
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(e) Nozzle Instruction — All new nozzles of the 
department were gone over with the members of all 
companies present with stress being laid upon the 
proper use of the nozzle, precautions to be taken, 
mechanical items to note when inspecting, such as 
the possibility of damage if dropped on a hard surface, 
the flexibility of use, the discharge to be expected, 
and the pressures required. Nozzles covered were 
the Elkhart, SOS, JN-200, J-200, and Wornall. As 
a matter of interest, other types of department 
nozzles such as the Navy All-Purpose, and the 
Callahan Pipe were used to establish visual com- 
parisons. The various cellar pipes in use in this 
department were demonstrated and actual water 
passed to better acquaint personnel in the use of 
those devices which are in frequent use. 

(f) Pump Instruction — Other companies present, 
other than single unit companies, were instructed in 
all phases of pump instruction, covering drafting, 
supplying of hand lines, supplying of heavy stream 
appliances, including ladder pipes, booster line opera- 
tion (13 inches), method of determining pump 
capacity, stage of operation, value of relief valve, 
pump limitations, motor speed limitations, limita- 
tions of water carriers, residual pressure, reading of 
hydrants, the value of correct pump procedure, the 
difference in types of pumps, acceptance tests of 
pumps, ete. 

(g) Officers’ Training Course—This training activity 
continued into the warm weather, and as part of 
the schedule called for the actual witnessing of many 
of the newer methods and equipment in use under 
actual fire conditions, one day was devoted to this 
at the Fire School in each two-week course period. 

(h) Gas Mask Procedure—Part of the time at 
the Fire School was given to the correct procedure in 
the use of the gas masks, the governing factors in 
the selection of the mask to be used, the precautions 
to be taken with each type, the actual donning and 
wearing into a fire or smoke condition and the proper’ 
disposal of spent canisters. 

(2) Fire Hatinguishment — To supplement the in- 
struction on nozzles, various types of fires were 
prepared and the various types of nozzles used in 
extinguishment. Members of the department were 
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instructed in the correct approach, the value of fog 
for protection and extinguishment, the conversion 
of water to steam, the value of steam, the high 
absorption of heat, ete. 

(7) Pump Testing — All pumpers being returned 
to service from the Maintenance Division were 
given a service inspection test at the Fire School 
and any defects were corrected before the return 
of the pumper to service. 


1. Asan integral part of the instruction being carried 
on at the Fire School, the district fire chiefs in the de- 
partment attended during their tours of duty to witness 
the new procedures, new equipment, fire extinguishment, 
and pump procedure. 

2. Metropolitan Transit Authority Equipment — Res- 
cue Procedure — All ladder companies, engine squad 
companies, and rescue companies in the department 
stationed where they would be required to perform 
rescue work involving this type of utility equipment, 
reported to the various utility yards and locations for 
actual instruction in the procedures to be followed. 
‘The scope of instruction included all types of rolling stock 
owned by the M.T.A., exclusive of the bus type, the 
dangers of working on M.T.A. property, the precautions 
to be taken, the establishment of more positive liaison 
between the Fire Department and the M.T.A. As of 
the close of the year, a total of 48 demonstrations were 
given to members of the Boston Fire Department. 

3. Resuscitators — All companies issued this type of 
equipment were subject to intensive drilling in its use. 
The engine squad companies and the ladder companies 
were each visited by Training Division instructors and 
drilled, reviewed, and advised as to the actual operation 
of the device. Every member of every company with 
this equipment was required to actually place it into 
operation. Alled with this type of equipment was an 
M.S8.A. Pneolator donated to the City of Boston Fire 
Department by WBZ-TV and upon its issuance the 
entire personnel of Ladder Company 6 where it was 
installed was instructed under the supervision of the 
Training Division and the M.S.A. Company repre- 
sentative. 

4. Pump Testing and Preventative Maintenance of Ap- 
paratus — It was discovered that although a certain 
amount of testing of pumps was engaged in, there was 


12 Crry DocuMENT No. 12. 


actually no record which weuld give a pump test history 
of all the pumpers in the Boston Fire Department. 
Every pumper in the department was then ordered to 
report to the pump test pit at Headquarters and be put 
through a service pump test to determine its ability to 
discharge its rated capacity, the motor speed required 
to obtain it, its discharge volume in the capacity stage 
and in the pressure stage, and general condition of the 
unit itself, discharge gates, inlets, gauges, relief valves, 
and actuating levers. The unit was gone over completely 
by department mechanics and any defects noted cor- 
rected. A separate record was made and retained on 
every unit tested in order to have available a history 
of each pumper’s ability. Attempts are being made to 
obtain the operating specifications of every pumper in 
the department or specifications for that type and 
classification in order that future testing results may be 
compared with the original requirements and data of 
the manufacturer. As an integral part of the preventa- 
tive maintenance program, company officers and chauf- 
feurs were required to call any deficiencies known to 
them to the attention of the Maintenance Division for 
corrective action. All aspects of motor vehicle upkeep 
were covered, such as ignition system, fuel system, 
steering system, running gear, tires, appointments, 
braking system, springs, lights, warning devices, etc. 
As the general appearance warranted, company designa- 
tions and finishes were renewed. 

5. Indwidual Company Instruction — Companies 
which were not directed to report to the Fire School 
were visited by instructors and drilled in their specific 
procedures in sections where such was required. Cases 
in point were the ordering of all companies located in 
District 11 to the Edison substation, and the ordering of 
specific companies to Housing Authority Projects fur- 
nished with elevators in order that rescue procedure 
could be taken that would permit maximum results 
with a minimum of delay and property damage. 

6. Officers’ Training and Instruction Course—This 
type of instruction was continued with the curriculum 
the same as previously indicated and scheduled to reach 
as many officers as possible before the arrival of hot 
weather. 

7. Swngle Unit Engine Operation — Effective April 
12, 1955, the training of engine companies in single 
unit operation reopened with an entire company being 
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withdrawn from service in the daytime period for in- 
doctrination of this type procedure. Fundamentally, the 
syllabus was the same as the previous year and covered 
theory and use, nozzles, pumping procedure, deck gun 
and cellar pipe procedure, teamwork, practical applica- 
tions, and running of lines. More emphasis was given 
to the method of getting big lines (24-inch size) into 
operation from this type of engine company, and greater 
stress was laid on the adaptability of it to meet any 
situation, as well as the necessity of practical judgment 
in the selection of lines. Many of the problems were 
discussed and the practical solution pointed out. The 
following companies were trained as units in single unit 
procedure: Engine Companies 1, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 13, 22, 
25. 26, 33, 36, 39, 40, 41, 50. 

All engine companies in the department were com- 
pleted as of August 25, 1955, and personnel of ladder 
companies and other types of units were scheduled to 
attend this type of training as well as engine company 
personnel who had failed to attend with their com- 
panies. In this category, ten classes of 30 men each 
attended a course of five days’ duration. On October 
25, 1955, it was decided to concentrate the course and 
send two classes per week of 20 men each. A total of 
18 classes was directed to attend this course before 
severe weather forced the cancellation of this program. 
Total personnel attending over and above engine com- 
panies was approximately 650. It was necessary due to 
the number of men in classes to utilize the services of 
two pumping units in this phase of single unit training. 
Training at the Fire School was discontinued because of 
weather on December 19, 1955. 

8. Ladder Pipe Operation — Under date of April 8, 
1955, the installation of ladder pipe brackets on the 
following ladder trucks was completed as well as the 
indoctrination of the complete company in the use of 
same: Ladder Company’s 7, 14, 16, 19, 20, 21, 27, 28, 30. 

Training was carried out at the Fire School with the 
actual use of equipment and the passing of water. 
Operations were governed by the operational pamphlet 
previously issued to members of the department. 

9. EHngine Squad Units — Training of this type of 
unit continued with all phases being covered. New 
equipment and new methods which would make the 
engine squad unit capable of coping with the many and 
varied types of operation which might be expected of 
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it continued. Upon the issuance of new equipment an 
intensive training program was instituted in this type 
company to make certain that all members would 
acquire the necessary skill and knowledge needed to 
use it. Upon the acquisition of this necessary skill to 
a degree which would satisfy the training officer, the 
equipment would then be placed in service. Among 
the items on which training was required were the 
Skil-circular saw, Skil-chain saw, Porter-Ferguson tools, 
refrigerator kits, oxyacetylene cutting outfits, O’Brien 
rotary cutters, Robbins tourniquets, explosimeters, 
resuscitators, and breathing devices. 


IV. ‘TRAINING 

Firefighters on Probation — With a view towards 
maintaining positive control over the training of fire- 
fighters on probation during their entire probationary 
period with the appointment of the first class on April 
28, 1955, a course of instruction was set up which 
would indoctrinate all new appointees in the funda- 
mentals of firefighting, and supplement it by furnishing 
additional instruction after a period of actual assignment 
to a firefighting company. The fundamentals furnished 
consisted of a 15-day period at the Brighton drill yard 
and the Fire School, South Boston, where a good 
cross section of this department’s activities could be 
demonstrated. Subsequently, each class of appointees 
was lectured on engine squad equipment and ordered to 
the Fire Alarm Office and to the fireboat so that their 
knowledge of the entire department would be broadened. 
Upon their completion of drill school, at the mid- 
probationary, each candidate was given an examination 
in the subjects taught, with each examination being 
more advanced than the prior one. A careful evaluation 
was made of each candidate upon the completion of 
drill school. After assignment and operation with his 
company, a confidential monthly report as to his 
work was required from the officers under whom he 
directly worked. All firefighters on probation were 
required to substantiate their possession of a chauffeur’s 
license, and those men with possible visual deficiencies 
were given further eye examination to assure that a 
visual lack would not handicap the man’s usefulness in 
the future or prevent his acting in the capacity of a 
driver if required. Upon the completion of all in- 
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struction, the successful passing of all examinations, 
the meeting of all drillmaster’s requirements, satisfying 
the company officer’s evaluation and measuring up 
over-all to the requirements of the Training Division, 
the commissioner was informed and recommendations 
furnished to appoint the candidate a permanent member 
of the Boston Fire Department. Five classes were 
appointed to the Boston Fire Department in 1955 with 
the total number appointed totaling 80 men. 


Department Drill Team — As an inherent part of 
Fire Prevention Week, a drill team consisting of 22 
men was organized to give exhibition and demonstra- 
tions of department ladder work at various public 
locations during the week. The entire training of 
this unit was under the jurisdiction of the Training 
Division. 

Recapitulation and Tabulation — The following pub- 
lications were formulated for the information and 
guidance of the department: 


(a) Skil-Circular Saw. 

(b) Pak-Kut Dry Acetylene Cutting Outfit. 

(c) The Firefighter and Electrical Equipment. 

(d) Instruction of M.T.A. to Emergency Crews. 

(e) M.T.A. Streetcar Accident Procedure. 

(f) Explosimeter Procedure. 

(g) Specifications — 100-Foot Aerial Truck.* 

(h) Specifications — Mack Squad Conversions.* 

(t) Specifications — 13-Inch, 23-Inch, and 3-Inch Hose.* 


Lraining Division personnel furnished instruction in 
the following various functions: 


(a) Number of companies trained as single units. 17 
(b) Companies trained: Engines 1, 3, 4, 5, 7,8, 10, 13, 29, 
25, 26, 33, 36, 39, 40, 41, 50 
(c) Department personnel, exclusive of men trained 
with companies receiving instruction in single unit 650 


(d) Ladder pipe drills (10 companies) . . .  . 45 
(e) ‘Tower drills (10 companies) 45 
(f) Nozzle instruction, SOS, Wornall, JN 200, J200 (ex- 
clusive of company drills in quarters) ; aryl 
(g) Pump instruction, exclusive of single unit training . +52 
(h) Elevator accident instruction, number of companies. 10 
() Number of classes, Officers Training... ihre aa Lf) 


* Collaborating with Fire Fighting Force. 
+ Number of Drills. 
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(7) Total officers attending training course: 


Boston ees 209 Cambridge. ayaa 11 
Newtons bees 2. Chelsea “eee 8 
Belmonturvcw eas 6 Braintree iia ae 1 
Weymouth... .20 3 Winthrop, jaeaeeeee 4 
INAV VAY ATUL oe obsaets 1 
(k) Instruction in foam operation—companies . . 14 
(1) Total drills in M.T.A. rescue procedure. 2”) 43 
(m) Total companies trained in rescue procedure .. 4 
(n) Number of drill classes for probationers. eT 5 
(0) Total number of men attending drill classes . . 80 
(p) Total number of pumpers tested — In-service 7 CAS 
Reserve . 18 


(q) Total number of units checked for defects as part of 
preventative maintenance program: 


Pumpers . : S00 
Wagons a aes 2 
(r) Edison substation training, Brighton — companies . 5 


Conversion of Engine Squad Units — Upon the basis 
of experience and requirements of a company which 
could assume a secondary function as a rescue unit 
without losing its necessity as an engine company, 
work was commenced early in 1955 to design a body 
for installing on the Mack, Model 85, wagon. Plans 
were formulated to establish specifications in conjunction 
therewith so that the finished product would meet the 
many requirements of a dual-purpose company, and 
five units were earmarked for this conversion. 


Award of the contract to A. F. Robinson Fire Ap- 
paratus Company of Cambridge was made and the 
first unit was delivered to them for the commencement 
of the conversion. Close scrutiny of the progress of 
this conversion was maintained at all times, since in 
the process of development of the prototype every 
effort was to be made to eliminate or make modifica- 
tions on those items which appeared necessary or which 
had been unforeseeable when the original plans and 
specifications were drawn up. Additionally, frequent 
inspections made it possible to assure that materials 
and workmanship were in keeping with the best recog- 
nized standards and methods. Cooperation of the 
contractor has been excellent in these matters. 


As the manufacturer progressed in this development 
of the prototype, a second unit was received, then a 
third, a fourth, with the last unit readied for delivery 
at the beginning of 1956. 
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The prototype was received on November 7, 1955, 
and inspected and thoroughly tested against its require- 
ments. All items needing attention were ticketed for 
further attention by the fabricator if within the purview 
of his contract requirements and all items for which 
the department was responsible were corrected, such as 
motor tune-up, braking system, ignition system, lubrica- 
tion and tires. 

The first unit had not been finally and officially ac- 
cepted by the Boston Fire Department as of December 
31, 1955, as some items were still in need of attention, 
however the finished product satisfies the requirements 
of the specifications amply and will be a unit capable of 
meeting the demands of its dual-purpose role without 
losing or surrendering anything. 

It is anticipated that with the acceptance of the initial 
unit, the conversion and delivery of the remaining four 
units will be in early 1956. 

As a part of this project, the stations of all the present 
squad companies were surveyed to make certain that 
these units when assigned would be capable of being 
quartered. In each and every case, facilities were ade- 
_ quate to house the newly-designed units. 

Purchase of 100-Foot Ladder Trucks — Upon the basis 
of operational experience, research, manufacturer’s infor- 
mation, recognized authorities, plans, and specifications 
were originated for the purchase of 100-foot aerial ladder 
trucks. On May 5, 1955, specifications were completed 
which detailed the requirements for a ladder truck of 
this type. Upon its approval, the necessary purchasing 
procedure was instituted for the procurement of two (2) 
units of fire apparatus of this type. The award of the 
contract was to the Seagrave Corporation and action 
was immediately taken to meet with the representatives 
and engineers of the Seagrave Corporation to discuss the 
specifications and plans with the purpose of clarifying 
items which might be misinterpreted. 

Various conferences and meetings with the Seagrave 
Corporation representative have been had to determine 
the requirements in the matter of equipment being 
furnished, paint shade to be used, arrangement of com- 
partments, and the multitude of problems which arise. 

Upon the basis of the contract specification, blue- 
printing and shop specifications were made by the manu- 
facturer. Procurement of equipment and coordination 
of all the phases necessary to commence actual fabrica- 
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tion were instituted by the manufacturer and occupied 
the remainder of the year 1955. It is anticipated that 
actual fabrication of the two new units will commence 
in the early part of 1956. 

As a collateral part of various conventions and meet- 
ings held in various parts of the country, the officer in 
charge of the Training Division had opportunity to view 
the product of this manufacturer similar to that called for 
in the specifications and the consensus of opinion after 
seeing same is that this type unit will be an efficient 
and practical piece of apparatus of great value to the 
department. 

Elevator Rescue Procedure — As a result of damage to 
Housing Project elevators in those cases where the de- 
partment responded to release persons trapped in stalled 
elevators, the Fire Commissioner directed a careful 
survey of the situation with a view towards establishing 
a definite procedure to effect the rescue of persons in 
this situation without unnecessarily damaging housing 
project property. 

The result of this survey revealed the need for positive 
instruction in operations of this kind, and a procedure 
was established to be followed, if at all possible. All 
companies in areas exposed to this type of operation 
were scheduled for instruction, and all instruction 
furnished under the guidance of an officer of the Train- 
ing Division, with the cooperation of a representative 
from the elevator company responsible for the upkeep 
of this type of equipment. To supplement future in- 
struction of this type, a series of photographs of the 
procedure were taken for future use. A secondary result 
of the survey indicated that the Boston Housing Au- 
thority had no positive way of communicating with the 
elevator company when their assistance was needed, 
and as the need was evident, a positive system of noti- 
fication between the Housing Authority and the elevator 
company was established without any lessening of the 
department’s procedural rights in incidents where life 
was endangered. 

As of the close of the year, the schedule of instruction 
for the various companies continued, so that every 
man in each company liable for this type of response 
was familiar with the problem to be encountered and 
the remedial action required. 

Incidental to the establishment of this course of 
action, it was learned that many of the roofs of the 
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Housing Authority buildings were improperly safe- 
guarded. This matter was brought to their attention, 
and they are cooperating to install safeguards wherever 
required. 

Infe Net Survey — A survey of the rope life nets in use 
in the department was directed by the Fire Commis- 
sioner, and it revealed that Oey of the nets currently 
carried were between 25 and 35 years of age, that many 
of them were unsafe and should be withdrawn from 
service, and new ones purchased. 

As of the close of the year, none had yet been delivered, 
but delivery will commence in early 1956. 

Electrical Survey — A survey of the electrical require- 
ments of the portable generating apparatus was insti- 
tuted to determine future requirements of the depart- 
ment, and to ascertain whether the installations as 
currently arranged were in keeping with best accepted 
practices of the wiring code. The results of this survey 
indicated that the installations were deficient and re- 
quired complete rearrangement to make them conform 
with sound wiring practices, and the necessary recom- 
mendations were made to accomplish this. 

The necessity of the survey became apparent when 
it developed that a great deal of difficulty was being 
encountered by units calling upon the Lighting Plants 
for electrical current and that equipment was not being 
properly grounded and was being overloaded with 
resulting shorting of circuits and the delaying of oper- 
ations. All deficiencies were corrected. 

In 1955 the following promotions were made: 


To Assistant Fire Chief 5 
To Deputy Fire Chief. : wi el 
To District Fire Chief. 5 
To Fire Captain : , ; aa 
To Fire Lieutenant . es!) 


79 were appointed to serve as firefighter rs. 


Sn Hemoriam 


Deaths of Active Members During 1955 


Name | Rank | Company 


Robert J. Quinn Fire Fighter. ...| Engine Squad 18. 
Neil C. Penny Fire Captain....] Engine Company 51. 
Robert M. Walsh. ......| Fire Fighter....| Engine Company 21. 


Edwin I. Clarke......... Engineer, High 
Pressure High Pressure. 


Jobn A. Gust Fire Fighter. ...| Ladder Company 3. 
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BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT 
1955 
Fire Commissioner, FRANCIS X. COTTER. 
: ad 
Chief of Department, JOHN V. STAPLETON. 
Hxecutive Secretary, WiLLIAM D. SLATTERY. 
Medical Kxaminer, Enywarp H. HoMMEL, M.D. 


Superintendent of Fire Alarm Division, ALBERT L. 
O’ BANION. 


Superintendent of Maintenance Division, JOHN A. 
MARTIN. 


Assistant Fire Chief in Charge of Fire Prevention Divi- 
ston, Kpwarp N. MONTGOMERY. 


Assistant Fire Chief in Charge of Fire Fighting Force, 
Patrick K. Couns. 


Assistant Fire Chief in Charge of Personnel and Train- 
ung, LEO C. DRISCOLL. 


Chaplains, Rr. Rev. Mser. Henry J. O’CONNELL 
(Catholic), Rev. Joon EK. Barcitay (Protestant), 
Raspbpr SAMUEL I. Korrr (Jewish). 
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MEDAL OF HONOR MEN 
BOSTON FIRE DEPARTMENT — 1955 





‘“Walter Scott Medal for Valot.”’ 


Awarded to Fire Fighter Harry E. Bryant, Ladder 
Company 22. 


‘Patrick J. Kennedy Medal.” 


Awarded to Fire Fighter JosepH F. Hoar, Ladder 
Company 4. 





ROLL OF MERIT — 1955 


Fire Lieutenant ANDREW J. CANNING, Engine Com- 
pany 46. 
Fire Fighter JoHN C. Murpuy, Ladder Company 14. 


DATE 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
April 27 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
July 
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APPOINTMENTS — 1955 
(Firefighting Division) 


NaME 
George W. Ray, Jr. 
Robert L. Hennessey 
James F. Walsh 
Joseph T. Earner 
John J. Trementozzi 
Richard W. Lynch . 
Thomas M. O’Toole 
Gerald R. LaFlame 
Francis C. Hession 
Timothy J. McGowan 
John J. Geswell 
George F. McCafferty 
Thomas Slattery 


Carmen A. Campanaro . 


John G. Thompson. 
William H. H. Tripp 
Edward F. McMillan 
Joseph M. Martin . 
Frank J. Murano 
Richard A. Ferrari 
Nicholas F. Lepore 
Francis T. McAlpine 
John C. Ahern 
William P. Powers . 
John F. O’Faherty . 
Thomas G. Slyman 
John J. Donovan 
Joseph M. Crawford 
Peter W. Judge 
John J. Sheedy 
Arthur D. Howell . 
Bernard F. Woods . 
John P. Fallon ‘ 
Thomas F. Goodwin 
Joseph L. Pistorino 
Wilham J. O’Brien 
George V. Rull : 
Robert M. Sweeney 
Walter P. Sullivan . 
Joseph A. Reardon 
Arthur J. Howard . 
Acacio J. Gazo 
John G. Monteiro . 
Leo J. Souza . : 
Robert P. Sullivan 
Frank J. Marcella . 
Joseph A. Dantona 
John J. Handren’ . 
Arthur M. Turk 
James R. Munzert . 
Paul J. Lambrecht . 
Frank J. Gemellaro 
Robert J. Leonard . 
William D. Shea 
Henry V. Jundzil 
George J. Holland . 


ASSIGNMENT 


Ladder Company 27 
Ladder Company 8 
Ladder Company 26 
Engine Company 8 
Engine Company 16 
Engine Company 13 
Engine Company 31 
Engine Company 16 
Engine Company 24 
Ladder Company 13 
Ladder Company 8 
Engine Company 33 
Engine Company 40 
Engine Company 36 
Engine Company 56 
Engine Company 9 
Ladder Company 22 
Engine Company 36 
Engine Squad 34 
Engine Company 50 
Engine Company 56 
Engine Company 40 
Engine Company 50 
Hingine Company 47 
Ladder Company 2 
Engine Company 9 
Engine Company 50 
Engine Squad 18 
Engine Company 56 
Engine Company 40 
Engine Company 28 
Engine Company 27 
Engine Company 41 
Engine Company 27 
Engine Squad 18 
Ladder Company 26 
Ladder Company 15 
Ladder Company 24 
Ladder Company 9 
Engine Company 40 
Engine Company 5 
Engine Company 41 
Ladder Company 10 
Ladder Company 26 
Engine Company 9 
Engine Company 36 
Engine Company 27 
Engine Company 40 
Engine Company 29 
Engine Company 42 
Ladder Company 15 
Engine Company 27 
Ladder Company 3 
Ladder Company 24 
Ladder Company 11 
Ladder Company 11 


DATE 


gan... 6 
Jan. 5 
Jan. 19 
Feb. 9 
Feb. 9 
April 20 
April 21 
April 27 
May 11 
May 25 
May 25 
June 8 
June 15 
June 22 
July 14 
Aug. 5 
Aug. 10 
Aug. 10 
Sept. 14 
Sept. 14 
Oct. 19 
Oct. 19 
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APPOINTMENTS — 1955, Continued. 


NAME 
Edward L. Fitzpatrick . 
Robert E. Laing ; 
John P. Tynan ; ‘ 
Martin J. McDonough . 
Robert R. Donovan 
Joseph Boylan 
John T. Corcoran 
Alan W. Robinson . 
Stanley A. France . 
James F. Roy 
John J. Force . 
Kenneth C. Bruynell 


Bartolomeo J. DeBenedetto 


Arthur EK. Ruggere 
Frank Gambardello 
William J. Foley. 
Anthony J. Orlando 
Daniel T. Gallagher 
Thomas Danilchuk 
Edward W. Greene 
Walter J. McEvoy 
Frank J. Piazza 
Iugene F. Tierney 


ASSIGNMENT 


Ladder Company 21 
Engine Company 22 
Engine Company 30 
Icengine Company 33 
Engine Squad = 334 
Engine Company 4 
Engine Company 37 
Ladder Company 26 
Ladder Company 18 
lingine Company 31 
Iingine Company 52 
Engine Company 43 
Engine Company 36 
engine Company 41 
Engine Company 33 
Engine Company 33 
Engine Company 45 
Engine Company 42 
dngine Company 56 
Kngine Company 27 
Engine Company 8 
Engine Company 12 
Ladder Company 30 


APPOINTMENTS — 1955 
(Civilian Division) 


NAME 


Marie T. McCann . 
Charles Barranco 
Elaine V. Hector 
Rosemarie R. Guinazzo 
Charles A. O’ Dowd 
Catherine Boodro 
Mary Radziusz 
Francis C. Keane 
Francis J. Shea 
Angelo M. Malvarosa 
James P. Maney 
Joan M. Fallon 
Michelina Cataldo . 
Albert F. Marando 
Mary E. White 
Regina A. Sullivan 
Rocco J. Cozza : 
Ralph P. Selvitella . 
Joseph F. Garrity 
Francis J. Wallace . 
John P. Mahoney 
Daniel B. Shea 


ASSIGNMENT 
Headquarters 
Maintenance Division 
Fire Prevention Division 
Fire Prevention Division 
Fire Alarm Division 
Headquarters 
Maintenance Division 
Fire Alarm Division 
Maintenance Division 
Maintenance Division 
Maintenance Division 
Fire Prevention Division 
Maintenance Division 
Fire Alarm Division 
Fire Prevention Division 
Maintenance Division 
Maintenance Division 
Maintenance Division 
Maintenance Division 
Maintenance Division 
Fire Alarm Division 
Fire Alarm Division 


DATE 

Jan, . 
Jan. 
JaT. ot 
JAN, J 
JAN, i 
Jan. 5 
of B00. aD 
van, 6 
Jan. 19 
Jan. 19 
Jan. 19 
Jan. 26 
Jan. 26 
Jan. 31 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 1 
Feb. 16 
Feb. 16 
Feb. 23 
Feb. 23 
Feb. 23 
Feb. 23 
Feb. 23 
Feb. 23 
Mar. 1 
Mar. 1 
Mar: 1 
Mar. 1 
Mar. 2 
Mar. 23 
Mar. 23 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April 1 
April I 
April 1 
April 1 
April 20 
April 20 
April 20 
May 1 
May 1 
May 1 
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RETIREMENTS — 1955 


NAME 
David F. Culhane 
Arthur I. Doyle 
Johan G. W. Holmberg 
Michael J. Sullivan 
William J. Mahoney 
Henry P. Doherty 
James M. Collins 
James W. MeQuaide 


William A. Moore 
Hilary J. O’Connell 
John J. Butler 
Robert J. Ritchie 
John F, Doherty 
Annie 1. Gavin 
Frederick W. Sullivan 
Joseph M. Kenney 


Thomas F. Prendergast 


John J. Doyle 
David Burke 
Arthur J. Short 
Allan R. McInnis 
John F. Galvin 
George T. Cunniff 
John F. H. Fox 


John L. Morrison 


Hugh J. MeMackin 
George H. King 

BE dward Behnke 
William F. Linnehan 
Thomas F., Haley 
James F. White 
John C,. O’Brien 
Thomas F. Hurley 
Richard J. Dunn 
Thomas J. Flaherty 
Walter F. McCourt 
Edmund 8. Sharp 
Norman F, Davidson 
Joseph W. Thompson 
James J. Kiley 
David 1°. Lane 
Charles F, MeCarthy 
Walter 2. Crouch 


Msther C, Hanrahan 
Joseph F. Lynch 
Patrick J. Kenney 
Patrick J. Mahoney 
Miles V. Murphy 
Howard T. Chase 
George M. Eaton 
Warren C, Somers 


RANK 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Lieutenant . 
Fire Fighter 
District Fire Chief 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter ; 
Aide to Medical 
Examiner 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 
Engineer 
Fire Captain 
Fire Lieutenant 
Janitress 
Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Fighter 
Engineer in Charge of 
Cardox System 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 
Apparatus Operator 
Fire Captain 
Fire Captain 
Apparatus Operator 
Fire Lieutenant 


Fire Fighter 


Fire Lieutenant . 

Engineer, Motor Squad 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Lieutenant 

Fire Lieutenant . 

District Fire Chief 

Fire Lieutenant 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Lieutenant . 

Fire Lieutenant . 

Fire Lieutenant 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Lieutenant 

Assistant Fire Chief 
(Temporary) . 

Janitress ; 

Fire Fighter 

Steam Fireman 

Fire Captain 

District Fire Chief 

Fire Lieutenant 

Fire Captain 

Fire Fighter 


William O, Abbondanzio Fire Fighter 


COMPANY 
Engine Company 51 
Engine Squad 53 
Ladder Company 17 
Ladder Company 26 
District 11 
Ladder Company 33 
Headquarters 


Headquarters 
Lighting Plant 1 
Engine Company 40 
High Pressure 
Engine Company 42 
Ladder Company 18 
Headquarters 
Ladder Company 19 
Ladder Company 30 


Maintenance Division 
Engine Company 37 
Engine Company 55 
Engine Company 138 
Engine Company 20 
Engine Company 30 
Engine Company 43 
Fire Prevention 
Division 
Fire Prevention 
Division 
Engine Company 4 
Maintenance Division 
Engine Company 42 
Ladder Company 17 
Engine Company 43 
District 3 
Ladder Company 26 
Ingine Company 4 
Engine Squad 11 
Engine Company 19 
Engine Squad 34 
Ingine Company 36 
engine Company 46 
Engine Company 48 
Engine Company 54 
Ladder Company 2 
Ladder Company 22 


Headquarters 
Headquarters 

Fire Alarm Division 
Maintenance Division 
I’ngine Company 1 
District 4 

Engine Company 48 
Engine Company 16 
Iiingine Company 40 
Ladder Company 1t 
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RETIREMENTS — 1955, Continued. 


NAME 

Robert D. Doherty 
Thomas M. Manning 
William J. McCarthy 
Clarence A. Knight 
William H. McAndrew 
Franklin B. Sanborn 
William J. Prendergast 


William J. Donahue 
Raymond D. Doucette 
Leo 8. Manning 

John J. Smith 

Michael J. MeLaughlin 
Alfred K. Smith 

James J. Galvin 
Caesar Mikolajewski 


John J. O’Connor 
Giorgio A. Frattaroli 
Leo J. Walker 

John A. Abbott 
Jeremiah E. Mahoney 
John Kk. Broughton 
James E. Welch 
James F, Marshall 


Frank L. Loring 
Joseph J. Falcone 
James J. Horgan 
John F. Good 

John K. Hayes 
Charles H. McCarthy 
Egbert R. Murphy 
Frank J. Galvin 
Thomas B. Maguire 
Joseph H. Dashner 
Arthur D. Brownell 
David F. Heelen 

Olaf T. Svensen 
Cleveland W. DeRoche 
Arthur W,. Lundgren 
John T. J. Cronin 
Robert V. Hurley 
Charles N. Vogel 
George F. Frazier 


William H. Guenthner 
John J. Glynn 
William E. Stewart 
Alwin J. Thibeault 
Francis H. Baker 
Raymond B, LaCasse 
Joseph A. Hurley 


Albert McLaughlin 


Kugene F. O’ Neil 
Edward F. Leonard 
Peter J. Bradley 
William F. Gilmore 


RANK 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Captain 

Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Lieutenant . 
Deputy Fire Chief 
Working Foreman 


Lineman Cablesplicer 


Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Captain 

Fire Captain 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 
Senior Fire Alarm 

Operator 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Captain 
District Fire Chief 
Fire Fighter 


Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Lieutenant 
Engineer, Motor Squ ad 
Fire Lieutenant . 
Fire Captain 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Capt: vin 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Captain 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 

Fire Fighter 


Fire Fighter 
Fire Lieutenant 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Captain 
Fire Fighter 


Fire Fighter 


Apparatus Operator 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 
Fire Fighter 


COMPANY 


Ladder Company 30 
engine Company 28 
Engine Company 30 
[engine Company 31 
Ladder Company 25 
Division 2 


Fire Alarm Division 
Engine Company 46 
Ladder Company 11 
Rescue Company 
Iingine Company 31 
Ingine Company 50 
Maintenance Division 
Engine Company 3 


Fire Alarm Division 
engine Company 4 
Iengine Company 5 
Iingine Company 13 
Engine Company 26 
Iingine Company 26 
Ladder Company 24 
District 9 
Fire Prevention 
Division 
Iingine Company 20 
Engine Company 4 
Ladder Company 2 
Ladder Company 20 
Maintenance Division 
Kngine Company 31 
Ingine Company 28 
ISngine Company 46 
Engine Company 47 
Engine Company 13 
Iingine Company 48 
Kngine Company 4 
Iingine Company 17 
Ladder Company 17 
Ladder Company 10 
Ladder Company 18 
Engine Company 42 
Ladder Company 20 
Fire Prevention 
Division 
Headquarters 
Engine Company 
Mngine Company 45 
Engine Company 12 
Ladder Company 4 
Ladder Company 11 
Fire Prevention 
Division 
Fire Prevention 
Division 
ngine Company 
Engine Compan, 
Mngine Squad 14 
Headquarters 
Headquarters 


53 
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RESIGNATIONS — 1955 


DATE NAME RANK CoMPANY 

Jan. 19 Paul A. Sawizky Fire Fighter : ‘ . Engine Company 45 
Feb. 15 Carmen DiLorenzo Storekeeper . ; ‘ . Maintenance Division 
Mar. 22. Richard 8. Doherty Fire Fighter ; . Ladder Company 13 
Aprilll John J. Gorham Junior Building 

Custodian d 5 . Maintenance Division 
April18 Francis X. Riley Fire Apparatus 

| Repairman. ‘ . Maintenance Division 
April 27 Philomene K. Sheehan Clerk and Typist i . Fire Prevention 
Division 

July 14 Robert E. Powers Fire Fighter : . Engine Company 33 
Aug. 11 John F. O’Faherty Fire Fighter : . +. Ladder Company 2 
Aug. 12. Charles L. O’Reilly Fire Fighter , . Ladder Company 19 
Sept. 7 Carl P. DeVasto Lineman ; ; . Fire Alarm Division 
Sept.16 John J. Cunningham Fire Fighter . Ladder Company 6 
Nov. 2 Edward J. Sullivan Fire Fighter : . Ladder Company 20 
Dec. 16 Andrew DeFrancesco Fire Apparatus 

Repairman : : . Maintenance Division 
Dec. 16 William L. Heigham Fire Apparatus 

Repairman . .  . Maintenance Division 
Dec. 21 Raymond P. Owens Fire Fighter : , . Engine Company 49 
Dec. 27. Emily A. Randall Clerk and Typist : . Fire Prevention 


Division 
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COMPARATIVE FIRE DEPARTMENT 


PERSONAL SERVICES 
Permanent employees 


Overtime 


Total Personal Services 


CONTRACTUAL SERVICES 


Communications 
Light, heat and power 


Professional and technical services 
Repairs and maintenance of build- 


ings and structures 
Repairs and servicing of 


ment 


Transportation of per sons 
Other contractual services 


Total Contractual Services 


SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS 
Automotive supplies and materials 
Building supplies and materials 
Heating supplies and materials 
Household supplies and materials . 
Medical, dental and eee aUDS 


plies and materials 


Office supplies and materials 
Police, traffic control and firefight- 
ing supplies and materials : 
Public Works supplies and materials 
Other supplies and materials . 


Total Supplies and Materials . 


CURRENT CHARGES AND OBLIGATIONS 


Dues and subscriptions 
Bond and insurance premiums 


Rents . 


Other current charges and obliga- 


tions 


Total Current 
Obligations 


}.QUIPMENT 


Charges and 


Automotive equipment 
Electrical and mechanical machiner' vy 


and equipment 
Iengineering and scientific equipment 


Fire fighting equipment 


Household furniture and equipment 
Medical, dental and es oa: 


ment 


equip- 


EXPENDITURES 


1954 
$9,597,517 65 
178,284 61 


$9,775,802 26 


$33,847 24 
70,106 37 
3.213 65 


40,206 87 
32,479 35 

740 80 
19,757 12 


$200,351 40 


$82,132 68 
25,423 15 
78,808 84 

8.180 13 


$351,661 51 


$1,003 35 
1,880 90 
5,954 97 


10 00 


$8,867 22 


$7,697 80 
6,037 72 
1,965 86 
79,905 61 
77 68 


3,381 6) 


1955 
$9,204,206 11 
169,776 11 


$9,373,982 22 


$33,919 02 
69,149 33 


42,205 11 


46,349 58 
1,790 21 
16,295 78 


$209,709 03 





$88,759 05 


80,092 38 
17,185 91 


927 19 
18,836 55 


178,359 42 
$384,160 50 


$6,388 00 


$6,388 00 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. we 


1954 1955 
Office furniture and equipment $1,565 31 $4,621 58 
Signalequipment : 48,618 39 — 
Agriculture, park and recreation 
SE $33 05 — 
Library books. : : 1,576 95 — 
Motorless vehicles. ; 12 12 — 
Other equipment eRe 680 89 73,798 20 
Total Equipment $151,552 99 $78,419 78 
Department Total. ; . $10,488,235 38 $10,052,659 53 


FIRE DEPARTMENT REVENUE — 1955 


Permits for storage of inflammable fluids, certificates of 


registration, etc. Ey Ng eg) ea (Peak A $79,332 OO 
Sale of badges : | ‘ : , , ; : 7 80 
Miscellaneous receipts. . ; 9,757 99 
Damage to apparatus and motor vehicles. : ‘ 2,124 55 
Damage to fire alarm boxes , ; ~ : 3,234 00 
Suspense Account mee Um eee aaa 5 41,935 20 

Total ; ; : : ; : : ; y ; $146,391 54 





a NO aedaligatantagme is CL Sees 1 


2h So 
ay O22 ba my rey 2 Sweeanities 


min ” : a 
t Hupee NT US Waele, REP 
ie ee AE rer L fine 
Of OLGT hy hau iis 
7 8 Ea 
Qo WA one ae 
iene yet trae ee ee wer D j te 
BY Obes Ne Sad, Ae etapa 
i. He SOLOS 2) dete sve SAB arr tag 
a abs, 4 - ‘ : ‘ « i - a 
“| maa a Seah *: 
fan. vig é p ae ji fh Gy. gave , 
ce8k ne IAD VAD “TEM cee ASA 
Binvlilen . delsan nalts “ajay sibiettini 


ih? Oberle 
7) 
Fey “ i 
‘ ‘ae i . is 
<_ oe Sa 
‘ j aL ae. 
1 2 Lv Pe an) @ WD in 
9 gs i 
Ce ed hi 2 
, aah {sry ‘pe dina tavat 
Boa traces 2 we muy etalk: wi cia 
Ais ang ae ae 
et ee he ee er: 
hate eMac ete? rey 
~ Masia) ead’ pert 
nF ek eo al @ 
Devnet," 
— y, 
5 : i 7 q ry ’ U 9 





Sel ae ee 

‘ _ vele a } 

*) a - Boel I ‘ 
r 7 

f.. ; ' 4 at } 






a 4 . i 
= re? . 


ie 1 


_ FIRE ALARM DIVISION 
Beemer 1955 


= 
—s 
SEE, 
My 


33 


34 Crry DocuMENtT No. 12. 


FIRE ALARM DIVISION 


GENERAL SUMMARY OF ALARMS 


TOTAL NUMBER OF ALARMS TRANSMITTED 
(To Which Apparatus Responded) 





| 1953 | 1954 | 1955 


Birstalarins (pox6s) eis ee ci ee pa en ae ae 9,690 8,748 9,983 

SC RIArae i eT OPAL Lie aay a owe oo era's ers 7,409 6,310 7,441 
Total alarms — Boston only... «.......-.0006 0% 17,099 15,058 17,424 

WZ GGUAL Cid vib eas tae in ok ea ae ls i 105 92 101 
TOTAL ALARMBIW.. ts te ces ee reso eos eee 17,204 15,150 17,525 


TELEPHONE ALARMS 











| 1953 | 1954 | 1955 
Alarms received from citizens by telephone (for fire). . 6,058 5,554. 6,684 
Per Gent ol tore Alarcon myers rete einai rene 35.3 36.7 38.1 
FALSE ALARMS 
| 1953 | 1954 | 1955 
Total falseralarmsncic os cere oe ae ce eae foe 2,474 2,154 2,451 
Percent. of total alarme: a'r ae ere eta eer ere 14.4 14.2 14.0 


NOTE: 
The first electric telegraph fire alarm system in the world (in Boston) cost $16,000 and 
consisted of 40 miles of wire, 45 signal boxes or stations, and 16 alarm bells. 
The system was officially accepted by the city at noon, April 28, 1852, and the first 
alarm was received from Station 7, District 1 (now Box 1212), at 8.25 p.m., April 29, 1852. 
Total box alarms transmitted since April 28, 1852, through December 31, 1955, 404,537. 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. oO 


ANALYSIS OF STILL ALARMS 


| 1953 | 1954 | 1955 








Received from citizens by telephone............... 6,058 5,554 6,684 
Received from Police Department................. 928 781 894 
Received from Fire Department................... 1,430 1,249 1,423 
Boxes received — treated as STILLS................ 23 11 22 
Emergency calls — treated as STILLS............... 2,091 1,942 2,113 
Received from Boston Automatic *................ 177 162 139 
DET IRE waa ces oe eos ee wens 138 140 188 
i ee ee ae a 54 66 48 
GOSS) WS GLUE Se a) RR 10,899 9,905 iby lea ia 
Depucr 

Still alarms received for which Box ALARMS were 
pulled after and Box ALARMS were transmitted... . 122 84 107 

Still alarms received for which Box ALARMS were 
OT ee 3,368 3,511 3,963 
Ner Toray Sritzt AvarMs (Boston).......... 7,409 6,310 7,441 
NOS ee 105 92 101 


_ * Dogs Nor include alarms received after still alarm or after City Box Alarm, in which 
case no action was taken. 

TE.—Ner Toran Stitt ALArMs indicates number of alarms for which apparatus 
was dispatched by telephone without Box AtarM, and alarms for which Private Com- 
pany box only was transmitted without City Box Alarm. 


MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES 


| 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 











OS PS 2 rr 44 44 44 46 71 
Oo ASST a a 7 21 13 17 20 
La se (a i 1 y 6 2 5 
LOE | a a rr 0 2 ] 1 4 

OE oo RE ee a 52 69 64 66 100 
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SUMMARY OF ALARMS 
ACCORDING TO FIRE DISTRICTS— 1955 
































No | Boxes Stills | Total 
1 | East Boston. : : : ; ; 532 453 985 
21 Charlestown . : 436 243 679 
3 | North and West Ends and ‘Business 
District ; ; 748 454 1,202 
4 | Business District, “South End ‘and 
Back Bay } Pl zen 655 1,882 
5 | Back Bay and Roxbur y t ; a pee YY 6 6s 859 2,646 
6 | South Boston . ‘ ‘ 792 535 1,327 
7 | Roxbury and Dorchester North . .| 21,238 743 1,973 
8 | Dorchester : j ; { 83 1,099 1,936 
9 | Jamaica Plain and Roxbury ; { 989 726 1,715 
10 | Roslindale, West eee and eo de 
ATC On: : 842 1,062 1,904 
11 | Brighton . : Pe . grt 573 602 1,175 
Totals in Boston ; a ee 9,983 7,441 | 17,424 
Mutual Aid to sae Cities and 
Towns : : : — 101 101 
Totals 9,983 7,542 | 17,525 
SUMMARY OF MULTIPLE ALARM FIRES 
ACCORDING TO MONTHS OF THE YEAR — 1955 
Two Three Four Five 
Monti Alarms | Alarms | Alarms | Alarms | Totals 
JANUATY Jo ciaie elisa ate ieee oie eee 13 3 1 0 Wy? 
HeDTUATV 4 6 ns es aoe ie tee ai ee # 0 1) 0 i 
Warchiet esis elit diate nate, see eee a eae 7 2 1 ] 11 
ADiilaeae on alter ake wears Reet enna ere 9 2 0 1 12 
INI B87 baie rrar a ak a AS i hc he te eer cre ane 3 1 0 0 4 
June's ee ie is ee ee oe Eee 4 0 1 0 5 
Pulyc tate Seiten Ore cee ate ata: dial saree exe 4 2 0 0 6 
ATL@USth-. ic She vite < Ute ats Nereis ite ay «eae 5 1 0 0 6 
SADLGMID Cie... ot, aa. he wlcsls Ge Leib ee ee 5 0 0 0 5 
Octobenistts <5. 3 ae + eee iis aees ie ston 2 5 0 0 7 
DOVENEDAL dacs arti ersat itevereckecobian Dea 1 1 0 0 2 
DI SCOm DOL vid wisviw tecisas Os De ae Pe eee vail 3 2 2 18 
Ota Sy a oatRENe Peas cn ox & eevee aur 71 20 5 + 100 
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MUTUAL AID ALARMS 




















Response of BOSTON Response of Adjacent 
Cs nt eens Ciena 
1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 || 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 

TSEOOKUURG Hh whe o-wie -/0, 40 12 10 23 24 27 92 108 91 108 120 
Ganibrmugees. oss sss mS 10 10 8 14 2 7 1 6 
isheleta Server reeset: 11 11 12 8 5 4 4 9 13 
Dedhamt.¥ 6655.62. 36 0 5 6 il 3 20 Bl a1 26 20 
Everett... ......00005 2 2 0 2 1 2 1 1 4 
Maldeny sas). s.<65%'. 0 0 0 ul 0 0 0 0 0 
CO UO ee ae 8 8 6 8 4 0 3 1 1 4 
OE A pe a 1 4 8 5 8 16 19 16 17 22 
Sg pe Oe, a 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 
CUIDD Ts seed e's Fs ss 5's 4 2 5 1 4 0 5) 9 7 19 
MOVETOt Toes es sss 0 0 1 1 0 0 0 G10 0 
Somerville. .......... 34 32 32 28 34 38 30 38 22 42 
Wy RTO Ds vote ays os «5's 0 1 0 0 1 5 1 1 1 7 
morcester..0...5..:. 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Votalsspeasveess 81 85 105 92 101 175 203 189 193 257 














90°91 91 





18,000 
17,000 
16,000 
15,000 
13,000 


FIRE DEPARTMENT. 


SUMMARY OF FIRE ALARM BOXES 


Total number of fire alarm boxes in service as of December 51, 
1954, as given in annual report . 

CorrEcTion—fire alarm boxes installed i in 1954, not included i in 
1954 annual report ls abit ah en wine teh: mk Rear" 


Correcrep total number of fire alarm boxes in service as of 
December 31, 1954 : : : : : : : : 


Fire alarm boxes installed January 1 to December 31, 1955. 30 
Fire alarm boxes discontinued January 1 to December 31, 
1955 ER P37. rsp 


Ner INCREASE in number of fire alarm boxes . 


Total number of fire alarm boxes in service as of December 


31, 1955 


DISTRIBUTION OF FIRE ALARM BOXES 





DISTRICTS 
District 1 5 , : i 116 ~=District 7 
District 2 : ; : : 126 ~—— District 8 
District 3 ; ‘ : i 148 =—~District 9 
District 4 ; } : ; 137. ~— District 10 
District 5 : : : : 188 District 11 
District 6 : : : J 185 
DIVISIONS 
Division 1 . : : : 712 
Division 2 ; : ; . leas 
FCOLaLs 44 ; ; ; 41,955 
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FIRE ALARM BOXES INSTALLED IN 1955 




















Dis- 
Dare Box pai ell LOCATION 
Jan. 3 | 12-3239 i General Services Administration Warehouse, 130 Auckland’ 
Street. 
Jan. ©26 } 138-2523 9 Ramsay House, Inc., 11 Revere Street. 


Feb. 4 | 12-2712 10 Jewish Recuperation Home, 1251 Centre Street. 


Mar. 2 {| 12-2547 9 New England Sinai Hospital, 215 Forest Hills Street. 


Mar. 30 5476 1] Hobart Street and Ranelegh Road. 

April 1 Beoe ‘g Monticello and Brandon Avenues. 

April 1 | 12-8225 7 Brandon Avenue, opposite Belvoir Road. 
April 1 | 15-8225 7 Monticello Avenue, opposite Montpelier Road. 


April 1 328 7 Stonehurst and Topliff Streets. 
April 26 | 13-3343 8 Oliver Wendell Holmes School, 40 School Street. 
‘May 3 | 13-3225 if Montpelier Road, opposite No. 20. 

May 3 | 14-3225 iy Monticello Avenue, opposite No. 96. 

May 3 | 16-3225 7 Monticello Avenue, opposite No. 166. 


May 9 | 12-2577 10 Edwin P. Seaver School, 35 Eldridge Road. 


May 12 3792 10 Van Brunt Street and Halsey Road. 

May 13 3791 10 Cranmore and Badger Roads. 

May 31 7138 6 Dorchester Avenue and West Broadway. 

June 2 | 12-2246 5 Eliot Square Nursing Home, 159 Roxbury Street. 
June 14 | 13-2552 9 Washingtonian Hospital, 41 Morton Street. 
June 30 1216 23 North Margin and Endicott Streets. 

June 30 TOL “95 Washington Street North and Thacher Street. 
July 1 1218 3 Endicott and Cross Streets. 

July 1 1219 3 Hanover and Cross Streets. 

Sept. 21 | 12-3154 7 John Winthrop School, 35 Brookford Street. 
Sept. 21 | 12-3285 8 John Marshall School, 35 Westville Street. 
Sept. 21 | 12-3564 8 Edmund P. Tileston School, 108 Babson Street. 
Sept. 21 | 12-1351 5 William Blackstone School, 33 Blossom Street. 


Nov. 30 | 12-5158 11 Ross-Corey Nursing Home, 249 Corey Road. 
John Boyle O’Reilly School, 27 Dorchester Street. 
Patrick F. Gavin School, 215 Dorchester Street. 


fon) 


Dee. 6 | 13-7236 
Dec. 19 |} 12-7413 


o 





DATE 
Feb. | 2 
April 20 
April 20 
May 4 
June 10 
Attys. a 
Aug. 1 
Aug. 1 
Aug. 1 
Dee 
Dec 8 
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FIRE ALARM BOXES DISCONTINUED IN 1955 


Box 


13-6136 
12-5134 
12-5478 
12-1511 
12-2328 
12-1334 
12-284 

12-3724 


6133 
12-1272 
1295 





Dis- 
TRICT 


OF OT 


wo wore 








LOCATION 





Commonwealth Pier No. 1, Eastern Steamship Company, 
Allston Theatre, 128 Brighton Avenue. 

Hobart School, Hobart Street. 

Hotel Touraine, Boylston and Tremont Streets. 

Boston Storage Warehouse, 21-25 Westland Avenue. 
Bowdoin Square Theatre, Bowdoin Square. 

Richard Olney School, Hastings Street. 


Elihu Greenwood School, Metropolitan Avenue and Lock- 
wood Street. 


Boston & Albany Railroad Yard, Foot of Clyde Street. 
Thompson’s Spa, 239 Washington Street. 


Purchase Street and Belcher Lane. 
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FIRE ALARM BOXES RENUMBERED IN 1955 


New Box] Dis- 
NUMBER |} TRICT 


Oxuv Box 


NUMBER LocaTION 


DaTaA 








April 27 | 13-1412 | 12-1437 4 South Station Express Building, near Beach 
Street. 

Auge 115) 12-166) siel2-1652 4 Franklin Square House, 11 East Newton Street. 

Nov. 2 7232 7227 6 West Ninth and E Streets. 

Nove.) 2 7411 7236 6 Dorchester and Vinton Streets. 

Nov. 2 | 12-7411 | 12-7236 6 John A. Andrew School, Dorchester and Roger 
Streets. 

Dec. 16 | 12-4125 | 12-4121 2 Hoosac Docks, Grain Elevator Stores. 

Dec. 16 | 13-1425 | 13-4121 2 Hoosac Docks, Pier No. 1, East. 

Dec. 16 | 14-4125 | 14-4121 2 Hoosac Docks, Pier No. 1, West. 

Dec. 16 | 15-4125 |} 15-4121 2 Hoosac Docks, Battery Charging Building. 

Dec. 20 ab 7276 6 South Bay Avenue and Burnham Street. 

Dec. 20 3112 7273 6 Southampton and Atkinson Streets. 

Dec. 20 3113 7275 6 Southampton Street and Newmarket Square. 

Dec. 20 3115 CaS 6 Massachusetts Avenue and Southampton Street. 

Dec. 20 | 12-3115 12-727 6 Fire Headquarters, 115 Southampton Street. 

Dec. 20 | 13-3115 13-727 6 Fire Alarm Garage and Shop, 115 Southampton 
Street. 

Dec. 20 | 14-3115 | 14-727 6 | Maintenance Division, 890 Massachusetts 
Avenue. 

Dec. 27 3116 7271 6 Messen Avenue and Theodore A. Glynn 

Dec. 27 3117 7272 6 Massachusetts Avenue, opposite Shirley Street. 

Dec. 27 3123 7261 6 | Boston and Rawson Streets. 

Dec. 27 3125 7263 6 | Boston and Mt. Vernon Streets. 

Dec. 27 3126 7265 6 | Massachusetts Avenue and Clapp Street. 

Dec. 27 321 724 6 | Preble Street and Old Colony Avenue. 

Dec. 27 3211 7241 6 Old Colony Avenue and General Lawrence J. 
Logan Way. 

Dec, 27 3212 7242 6 Old Colony Avenue and Monsignor Dennis F. 
O'Callaghan Way. 

Dec. 29 3213 7244 6 General Lawrence J. Logan and Monsignor 
Dennis F. O'Callaghan Ways. 

Dec. 29 3214 7243 6 Dr. Michael Gavin and Monsignor Dennis F. 
O'Callaghan Ways. 

Dec. 29 3215 7245 6 Dorchester Avenue and Kemp Street. 

Dec. 29 3216 7251 6 | Dorchester Avenue and Dorset Street. 

Dec. 29 | 12-3216 | 12-7251 6 Roger Clap School, Harvest Street. 

Dec. 29 3217 7253 6 | Locust and Von Hillern Streets. 

Dec. 29 3218 7252 6 Columbia Road and Dorchester Avenue. 

Dec. 29 | 12-3218 | 12-7252 6 | William E. Russell School, 750 Columbia Road. 
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FIRE ALARM CONSTRUCTION FORCE 
UNDERGROUND CONSTRUCTION — 1955 


























INSTALLED REMOVED 
NuMBER 
or Con- TYPE oF CABLE 
DUCTORS Feet of Feet of Feet of Feet of 
Cable Conductors Cable Conductors 
2 Twisted pair.......... — — 450 900 
4 Polyethylene, P.V.C... 8,230 32,920 -- — 
4 Rubber-lead.......... — —- 3,092 12,368 
4 Non-metallic.......... — —— 100 400 
6 Rubber-lead.......... —— — | 1,365 8,190 
6 Non-metallic.......... — -- 500 3,000 
ee Polyethylene, P.V.C... 6,330 44,310 — — 
10 Polyethylene, P.V.C... 10,950 109,500 35 350 
10 Rubber-lead.......... — -= 3,651 36,510 
10 Non-metallic.......... —- — 300 3,000 
15 Rubber-lead.......... — a 340 5,100 
19 Polyethylene, P.V.C... 3,720 70,680 250 4,750 
19 Rubber-lead.......... -— — 2,229 42,351 
37 Polyethylene, P.V.C.. . L375 50,875 — — 
ou Hap ber-leadse. ss ews — — 855 31,635 
61 Polyethylene, P.V.C... iby a 107,055 — — 
61 teobber-lead........... oo — 1,540 93,940 
SUBIR eens cas «ais 32,360 415,340 14,707 242,494 
OVERHEAD CONSTRUCTION — 1955 
Removed, | Installed, 
Feet Feet 
No. 10 copperweld, T.B.W.P., ““Duraline” . ; 750 4,050 
No. 9 A.W.G. galvanized, T.B.W.P. . . .| 34,140 oa 
4 conductors, polyethylene, P.V.C. , — 4,680 
4 conductors, non-metallic. ; : ; 300 — 
10 conductors, polyethylene, P.V.C. ; — 1,350 
10 conductors, non-metallic —. : : ; : 1,350 ates 
Totals . : : : ; : : ; \ 36,540 10,080 





Line construction installation, removals, slack hauled, 
transfers, etc. ik Rig My b la hye RE toes 181 poles 
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MAINTENANCE DIVISION 


RECORD OF HOSE 
PuRcHASED | Condemned | Repaired | In Service | In Stock 


30,061 ft. | 34,216 ft. | 17,6023 ft. | 276,825 ft. | 7,471 ft. 


PAINTING ACTIVITIES 















































p = Number Labor Material Total 
Type or Work of Jobs Costs Costs Costs 
Complete apparatus........... 4 $2,063 38 $605 36 $2,608 74 
Partial apparatus... 25.5. 2..8 193 2,298 80 546 30 2,845 10 
Miscellaneous? 2: .:4:5-. esse ei 201 1,172 30 aly ire 7 i 1,350 07 
FOtah pees ea oor ie a ss 406 $5,534 48 $1,329 43. $6,863 91 
REPAIRS TO APPARATUS 
PERFORMED Bae Outside Total 
By——--~> Maint. Div. Concerns 7 
Number OL jODSan ac eee Tees 7,969 442 8,411 
Cost of labor and material............ $136,996 65 $24,274 35 $161,271 00 
REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS 
PERFORMED wince Outside 
By > Maint. Div. Concerns Total 
Number of jObseecy see ce ote eee 1,444 219 1,663 
CostioiJabores: hi .ncea cee care eee $33,420 61 
$34,106 62 
Coat of material O75. 2s caer ine ee 7,562 65 —_ 


POUL GORE fo5. «55a heated wn dais eas ee $40,983 26 $34,106 62 $70,089 88 
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REPAIRS TO HIGH PRESSURE STATIONS 



































PERFORMED (oy, Jah AB) Outside Total 
By—-----_> Maint. Div. Concerns a 
PMIMIIISE RITE NSIIS EE te ee a'c von 5 aeie oc s.0s 38 1 39 
AGOR GTO E DOT EI here! cis five 6 ssce dos ws $1,533 94 
$117 50 
SORT OR URTISIA Mit aavas Seca ws eee ss ss 644 77 |} 
AUT Soke a GSS Soe $2,178 71 $117 50 $2,296 21 
REPAIRS TO FIREBOATS 
PERFORMED Bans: Outside Total 
By———--> Maint. Div. Concerns 
PRDMSRISOEYOR SOU s orctyus Gicre 6.50 s Gh+ + ose 186 26 312 
Une Ala CUM Late ds ad ye ee $8,071 41 | 
$11,667 95 
RUGS UO LGMNALETISIG crete etdierat ards oPe\e a: ¢so,60x ye. $8,936 71 |!) 
TR ODS | ava ako aM $17,008 12 $11,667 95 $28,676 07 
MOTOR EQUIPMENT INVENTORY 
TYPE or EQUIPMENT | In Service In Reserve Total 
Uaioe 48 26 74 
LEPRSR AVOR TIO. nay 0 el eee 28 15 43 
PRBYIBOUACGCIB eee. «hss css soos aes ae 22 6 28 
JUL SVE 5 Gres Oe 6 2 9 
SIUM DETIICOEETUCKS cc. , occc socccaceccsccves 2 0 2 
UREN GSRUCT So asics s cic.c cic ceeccccecaseus 2 2 4 
SeR OSA chi 2) alc sv ose wis cas psec 1 2 3 
2 ONS TOT Ll > 0 2 
RN RCE GI? cies aciv'ccsccecceceesess 2 0 2 
MO 3 0 3 
POPEMIMATUODUINVEIS 2.0.0 ncocesccveseeseces 1 5 6 
MMIMOTIOPTR MCAS sc... s sc acccccccessaeuveas 32 25 Ot 
Commercial Cars (Trucks)................0. 27 0 27 
MURIEL RTIOK 0 soos sv vce. vip vie-acsis cae ace’ vie 1 0 il 
DMRPIISTIR DEL TACLOL....02.02ccvecceccccovcee 0 1 
PIAMOPE NIP INCS . cova. ccs es ce ncetsascsos 0 vr. 2 
ITE ea. ales. ieiin iets wate ak a Gk 178 86 264 
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NEW FUEL OIL PERMITS 
COMPARISON CHART 


1954 | 1955 


PERMITS GALLONS PERMITS GALLONS 


TP as se 579 162,755 874 216,485 
BPUAR Eee Meee aly EE ns is GRE sis d cis'so ss 528 157,320 393 91,570 
JN Oe seek se ee 379 132,105 826 193,175 
PPS eR A ne 303 108,480 230 54,720 
ESR a Ds Ges dis OR ses Ose dc ee 313 113,115 527 119,050 
Eee GONE sivas as Bala wis ove av esee 444 139,405 724 170,435 
Oo es NS 499 149,375 426 132,670 
EC de eS ee 586 163,730 397 103,015 
ee NES GIR ae 682 174,301 446 126,005 
JSS OS Sans 1,095 265,330 583 170,185 
1 od OR 881 230,195 956 270,145 
Se oo SS OR 1,143 273,129 1,059 268,565 
By ge 7,432 2,069,240 7,441 1,916,020 


The year 1955, compared with the year 1954, showed an increase of nine new permits 
cpa pe the storage of fuel oil and a decrease (compared with 1954) of 153,220 gallons 
of fuel oil. 


Inflammable Fluid Permit Fees* 


(Initial and Renewal) 


Danner TOSCOMDET Ol, 1955. .4s055ewcceccccccsecees 78,553 at $0 50 — $39,276 50 
Barereer ee Meremper G1, 1954... 0. ...2cccc cesses cccece 77,150 at $0 50 — $38,575 00 
Walt etf. <0 ose « MINES ie al aan tg sid: cies: e wiolersia’e Sie <6 a 1,403 $ 701 50 


*Tneludes fees for fuel oil and other inflammable fluid permits. 
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SUMMARY OF INSPECTIONS AND INVESTI= 
GATIONS — 1955 


GENERAL INSPECTIONS 


Dwelling houses, other than 1- and 2-family : ' : . 14,590 
Places of assembly, cabarets, dance halls, etc. . ‘ : ’ 5,100 
Mercantile and manufacturing occupancy . ; 5 d d 2,390 
Department, small retail ue ete.305 , ; ; : ; 1,596 
Waterfront : . s : 3 ; : , 1,240 
Reinspections (all types) ‘ ‘ d 3 j ; ; ; 5,027 


SPECIAL INSPECTIONS AND SURVEYS 


Private schools . ; : : ; : ; . ; : : 428 
Oilfarms . : é : : : : ; : h : ; dl 
Film exchanges p : 84 
Boarding homes for the aged, ‘convalescent homes, etc. . : 1,003 
Jails, institutions, ete ; , : ; ; : ; : 26 
Reinspections (all typ es) : : . . ‘ ; ; : 355 


INSPECTIONS BY FrrE COMPANY OFFICERS AND FIREFIGHTERS 


Building inspections } : y : ; : ; P . 64,042 
Theaters. : : : ; ; 4 : ; : : ; 6,504 
Schoolhouses . ; : : ; ; ; < ; : ; 7,000 
Public Buildings ; : ; ; ; ; ' ; ; . 786 
Carhouses . : : eee : ; 30 
Range/space oil burner inspec ‘tions : . : : : ‘ 3,182 
Power oil burner inspections . : ; : : “ é 6,346 
Inflammable fluids, storage facilities, ete. F ; i : 3,001 
Open air fires. : : : ; ; : : ; 5 : 695 
Tank removals . . : : i 39 
License renewals, inflammables, garages, ete. -. : - : 3,814 
Parking lots , : . F , : 331 
License petitions (location approvals) . : : ; : : 173 
Blasting. : = Radel , f ; . 140 
Baaedine homes for children . ‘ 4 : : : > : 30 
Day nurseries. : ; : : 5 . : 7 . : 92 
Hospitals. ; ; ; ; : : : ; 182 
Reinspections (all ty pes) : ; . 8,249 
Total Inspections and Reinspections : : ; ; . 136,526 
Hazardous conditions remedied . wie ee . 68,214 
Conditions referred to other departments (written) ae ‘ 895 


Frre DrRILis 


Schools SPsiad wie Va, <p neta ewe . « 2,801 
Theaters. i. 4 O« 9 278 
Hospitals, institutions, ete. : ; : 4 : 354 


Industrial and mercantile ests ablishments ‘ ‘ ; ; ‘ 1,233 
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ARSON SQUAD ACTIVITIES — 1955 

Undetermined fires . ; : : : : : : : ; 118 
Suspicious fires . : ; : ; ? ; j : : : 21 
Incendiary fires ; : : : ; ; ; : ; 2 
Tavern fires ; . : ; ; ; : ; 8 
Causes given but investigated : : : : ; j , 199 
Multiple alarms ; : ‘ ; : : : : ; q 78 
Deaths ; : " : , : , : ; ; : ; vo yg 
Injuries. ’ . : : ; , : ; : ’ ; 74* 
Arrests é . : : 5 ; ‘ : : : 12 
Grand Jury indictments . é : ; , : : : ; 4 
Municipal Court cases. ; ; : : ; ‘ ge 
Municipal Court convictions . , : ; : ; : 6 
Superior Court cases . > es ; : : ; F , 4 
Superior Court convictions . . . .. . a ae 5 
Gas odors investigated . . ; é F ; ; ; 53 
Fire Prevention inspections . ‘ ; : ; ; , ; 106 


* CASUALTY CAUSES 


Deaths Injuries 


Air compressor explosion ; ; ; : : 1 
Automotive fires, ignition of vapors ‘ ; ; : - 
Carbon monoxide fumes (no fire) . 

Careless smoking 

Careless use of inflammable fluids, ‘compounds 
Careless use of matches/candles : : 
Children and matches 

Clothing ignited by stove 

Defective chimney 

Defective wiring 

Explosion of coal stove 

Grease on stove 

Gas hot water heater — flashback. 
[lluminating gas explosion 

Improper use of gasoline : 

Oil burners — space, por table; range 
Overheated kitchen wood stove 

Spark from buffing machine 

Sparks from burning rubbish outdoors 

Wood studding too close to chimney 


CO pet 
bo 


Leet ae 1) ) | tem 1 1 Rd 
— 
PDR DOOR Re ee Orb | SOUND HOO ee ee | 


bo 
bo 
“J 
ps 


Total Deaths and Injuries . 


* Of the 22 deaths, 4 were children under sixteen years of age; 17 of the 74 injuries 
were children under sixteen years of age. 
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CHEMICAL LABORATORY 
Summary of Analyses and Tests — 1955 


Tests of flammable fluids, solids, compounds, etc. . : : ‘ 85 
Tests of decorative materials . ; : ; : J , . «él 
Analyses of material for Arson Squad . oa : £ bie ene 19 


PHOTOGRAPHIC LABORATORY 
Summary of Activities — 1955 


NEGA- 
TIVES PRINTS 
Accidents . ; : « 575 1,150 
Administration and Department Activities ‘ . 1,220 3,024 
Personnel . ; A : } : 90 50 
Fires—suspicious and undeter mined. ; eye hee: 935 
Fires—other than suspicious and undetermined - ; . 955 5,780 


Fire—prevention (hazards, etc.) . . . : ; . 405 1,215 


I~ 


» 


Fire DEPARTMENT. 
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ANALYSIS OF FIRES IN BUILDINGS — 1955 





Construction of Buildings 
Fire-resistive 
Second-Class 
Frame 
Other types 


Total 


Point of Origin 


Basement 

First floor 
Second floor 
Third floor . ; 
Above third floor 
Roof. 
Outside , 


Total 


Extent of Fire 


Confined to point of origin 
Confined to buildings 
Spread to other buildings 


Total 





FIRE DEPARTMENT. 6] 


Causes of Fires in Buildings — 1955 





ee wuIning =, | wll 36 
Defective chimney . 55 
Sparks from chimney at roof.” eh Mae Vithack 42 
Defectivelyinstalled heater . . . . .. . 93 
Rubbish near heater : ae Ph 16 
. Hot ashes . ; ; ! ; , 13 
Fuel oil burners ; ; , 301 
Careless smoking : : ie 1,046 
Children with matches . . ... ND ee ; 167 
Other careless use of matches Pinhitke* t fp Se 30 
Defective wiring , ; 144 
Electric appliances and motors. 293 
Flammable liquid near fire. pata ; 15 
Kerosene lamps and stoves... ; : 2 
Grease and food on stove OME FcR ee ee a 47 
Clothes, furniture, near fire. ; 15 
Spontaneous ignition Eee eee 54 
Fireworks . ! : , ; 4 1 
Thawing water pipes : ; 24 
Sparks from machines _. : 2 
Caeeeradesppiances:. . . . . . ; 8 
Miscellaneous known causes . ; : 98 
Malicious mischief. ; 70 
Incendiary or suspicious .  .  .. Sir cyte 32 
Unknown . , 121 
Total : , ' : : 2,780 


Causes of Outdoor Fires — 1955 


Rubbish _. , 2,042 
Dump . , é 84 
Brush or grass .. , , ; 2,439 
Other outdoor . ; ; 980 
Marine ; ; ; ; : 13 
Automobiles ° ' : gerere, ; : ; 720 

Total . : ; : ; ; ; f : . 6,285 


City OF BOSTON 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING esti can SECTION 
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EIGHTY-FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1955 


Boston, January 1, 1956. 


THE Honoras_e JOHN B. Hynes, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 
Dear Mayor Hynes: 

A concise report of the health conditions in the City 
of Boston for the year ending December 31, 1955, is here- 
by presented. 

For the first time in the history of the City of Boston, 
the tuberculosis death rate per 100,000 population 
dropped below 20. In the past four years, the death 
rate from this disease has been cut in half. This year, 
an all-time low of 157 resident deaths, with a rate of 19.2, 
was reached. 

A report of the activities of each bureau in the Health 
Department and their accomplishments is summarized in 
order that a complete picture of the health conditions 
in the City of Boston may be gained. 

At this time, I would like to express my appreciation 
to you and to the many organizations, both public and 
private, who cooperated with me and my staff for the 
advancement of public health. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JoHN H. Cautry, M.D., M.P.H., 
Commissioner. 
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THE HEALTH DEPARTMENT 
1955 


Health Commissioner 
Joon H. Caurtzy, M.D., M.P.H., Sc.D. 


HEALTH DIVISION 


Section Directors 


DanieEt F. Eco . ¢ ; . General Services 

JoHn T. Fotry, M. 6 M. is H. : P . Medical Services 
AUGUSTINE W. ‘McGarry, M.D: . . Local Health Services 
Francis W. Gens, B.S. . i : . Environmental Sanitation 


LS Se 


CaTHARINE Atwoop, B.A. . . : Principal Bacteriologist 

FREDERICK J. Bartey, M.D. * | | | Senior Public Health Physician, Com- 
municable Diseases 

Francis A. BERRIGAN. : . . . Chief, Bureau of Housing and Sanita- 
tion 

Marie F. Gatety, M.Ep., M.P.H. .  . Director, Public Health Education 

Wiiuram H. Grirrin, D.M.D. . . . Director, Dental Services 

Grorce Kaun, M.D., M.P.H. . . . Chief, Bureau, Disease Control 

Wiiiram J. Kane, BS. . . . .  . Chief, Bureau, Vital Statistics 

Henry Mazer, §.M. ; ‘ : L . Chief, Bureau, Milk and Chemistry 

CHartes F. O’ConnokR . . ...._—_...:~Chief, Bureau, Food 

Haze, Wepawoop, R.N.t . . . . Director, Bureau, Public Health Nurs- 
ing 

Mary E. Wetsu, R.N., B.S.tf ee . Director, Bureau, Public Health Nurs- 
ing 

Consultants 

Crrit C. Suttivan, B.S. . .  . . Section of Environmental Sanitation 

Murray P. Horwoop, Px.D. . \ . Section of Environmental Sanitation 

Rate EK. WuHeever, M.D., Dr. P.H. . Bacteriology and Epidemiology 

Cornelius F. Sutirvan, V.M.D.. .  ._ Brighton Abattoir 

Epwarp G. Dreyrus, M.D., M.P.H. . . Local Health Service 

Child Hygiene Conference Supervisors 

BeBAHAMDMAIL, M.D... . . Harvard Medical al 

Epwarp C. Smiru, M.D. ; , , . Boston University School of Medicine 

Sipney H. Werner, M.D. . .  .  . Tufts College Medical School 

REGISTRY DIVISION 

Cuartes H. Mackie Bri ee ste Gitye Registrar 

Daniet L. Carney|| . . . .  ., Acting First Assistant City Registrar 

Marcaret M. Barry{ . : : : . First Assistant City Registrar 

mancupRitg F. Eco** . . . . . Second Assistant City Registrar 

Lovis Topinjt . . . . ... .. Third Assistant City Registrar 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES DIVISION 
MUP ETMCOARTHY. . . =». =. |. Sealer 
JospepH F. CouGHLin OOD bu elec?) Chief Deputy Sealer 


*Retired October 18, 1955. +f Retired June 30, 1955. tActing. § Resigned 
December 28, 1955. || Retired May 17, 1955. Promoted to First Assistant June 
15, 1955. ** Promoted to Second Assistant June 15, 1955. {ft Promoted to Third 
Assistant June 22, 1955. 
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Health Division 


Section of General Services 


BUREAU OF ADMINISTRATION 


With the completion of the year 1955, the Section of 
General Services of the Health Division of the Health 
Department continued its functions and activities which 
have been in effect since the reorganization of the Health 
Department in February, 1951. 


The Section of General Services is directly subordinate 
to the Health Commissioner and has generally been con- 
cerned with the over-all personnel problems as they 
pertain to appointments, promotions, recommendations, 
and terminations of service of personnel of the Health 
Division. 


The section is charged with the compilation of the an- 
nual budget, with the preparation of and the authoriza- 
tion for purchases of supplies and repairs incident to the 
operation of the department and the health units and 
substations throughout the various sections of the city. 
Preparation of the payrolls for the Health Division of 
the Health Department comes under the General Serv- 
ices Section. The Bureau of Vital Statistics and the 
Bureau of Health Education, as well as the Garage and 
Automotive Service, are part of the Section of the Gen- 
eral Services. 


The total annual appropriation passed by the Mayor 
in the year 1955 amounted to $1,614,233. The expendi- 
ture was $1,598,973.65. 
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PERSONNEL CHANGES 


DURING 1955 THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES RETIRED: 


Dr. Frederick J. Bailey, Chief of Bureau of 
Communicable Diseases : October 18, 1955 


Lillian Barrett, Public Health Nurse . August 31, 1955 
Margaret Burchell, Public Health Nurse June 30, 1955 


Adrian Crampton, BRIDE Statistical 
Machine Operator . . January 11, 1955 


Thomas English, Environmental Sanita- 
tion Inspector (Housing and Sanitation) March 31, 1955 


Louis T. Farrell, Senior Settlement In- 
vestigator 1) (27 ok. deo t ae) eee ee 


Ellen A. Heffernan, Head Administrative 
Clerk . ; June 1, 1955 


Josephine Kaup, Telephone Operator . May 31, 1955 
Francis Kelley, Junior Building Custodian February 28, 1955 
Anne M. Kelliher, Public Health Nurse May 31, 1955 


Margaret M. Pa eo Public Health 
Nurse May 31, 1955 


Mary O’Brien, Public Health Nurse  . July 15, 1955 
Loretta Reardon, Public Health Nurse . September 30, 1955 


Dr. Abraham ae Public Health 
Dentist . : June 21, 1955 


Hazel Wedgwood, Director of Public 
Health Nurses... June 30, 1955 


Wilbur West, Environmental Sanitation 
Inspector (Food) .. ... .. .. .iJ.% Octoba@ee2iaeuaams 
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DURING 1955 THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES RESIGNED: 
Marguerite Keady, Public Health Nurse August 19, 1955 


Nicholas tea Junior ee Custo- 


dian . July 26, 1955 
Bernice Lichtenstein, Public Health 

Nurse PE ee ie eb in 142», September 20, 1955 
James Maney, Caretaker . . .  . April 26, 1955 


Mary L. Novicki, Clerk and Stenographer October 18, 1955 


Mary Shea, Public Health Nurse . . September 2, 1955 
Marie Tiney, Public Health Nurse. . May 14, 1955 
Anne Watts, Junior Bacteriologist . . May 31, 1955 


Dr. Walter West, Public Health Dentist September 6, 1955 


DURING 1955 THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES DIED: 
Dr. Marks Mitchell, Public Health Dentist December 23, 1955 


Joseph W. Morrill, Environmental Sanita- 
tion Inspector (Food) : ateedunetl7 71955 


Mary F. O’Connor, Public Health Nurse December 4, 1955 

DURING 1955 THE FOLLOWING EMPLOYEES WERE 
TRANSFERRED: 

Gertrude Alcieri, Clerk and Typist . . November 7, 1955 


James McGuire, Ambulance Driver . May 31, 1955 
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BUREAU OF HEALTH EDUCATION 


The activities of this bureau were greatly affected by 
the polio outbreak. Routine programs had to be sus- 
pended so that the Polio Information Center could be 
set up. The description of this center’s activities and the 
public relations procedures followed will be found in the 
report of the outbreak starting on page 16. 


CHEST X-RAY PROGRAMS 


The Bureau of Health Education was again responsible 
for contacting schools and industries for the free mass 
chest X-ray program using the mobile X-ray bus. This 
program is now received very enthusiastically, with many 
firms requesting booking dates as early as a year in ad- 
vance. Employers and employees both understand the 
value of this X-ray service, and employee participation 
of 90 to 100 per cent is the usual situation. During 1955, 
40,422 X-rays were taken by the mobile X-ray bus, which 
operated approximately seven and one-half months dur- 
ing the year. 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


In reviewing the possibilities for a topic of discussion 
for the Annual Health Education Meeting in each school 
during 1954-55, it was decided that a discussion of 
Teacher Observation of School Children would be bene- 
ficial. 

Communicable disease, contagious skin eruptions, and 
other signs of illness are picked out by the teacher in the 
morning review and referred to the nurse or physician. 
There are, however, other conditions, both physical and 
emotional, which the teacher has opportunity to observe 
and which should be brought to the attention of the nurse 
or physician. The meeting would give an opportunity 
to discuss types of conditions which ordinarily would not 
be picked up in the morning review and for which the 
teacher should be on the alert. It was decided to show 
the metropolitan film strip “Teacher Observation of 
Pupil Health,” which is a fifteen-minute film strip, and 
to distribute the companion booklet “What Teachers 
See.” 
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Meetings attended by principal, teachers, school nurse, 
and the health educator were held in 45 elementary 
schools. 


The topic chosen for the 1955-56 School Health Edu- 
cation Program was “Better Breakfast.” This subject was 
selected because considerable interest in the problem was 
expressed by teachers and nurses when visits were made 
to the schools by the health educator during 1954. 


As in the past, the plan was to have a meeting in each 
elementary school at the close of the school day. The 
outbreak of polio required the full attention of all avail- 
able personnel of the bureau, so that school meetings for 
the 1955-56 school year could not be started until after 
the first of January, 1956. 


DAY CARE AGENCIES 


Each day care agency was visited by the health edu- 
cator assigned to the program at the time of license re- 
newal. 


The Licensing Agency of the Boston Health Depart- 
ment had been concerned for some time about the day 
care agency representatives who wished to increase their 
knowledge in the field of nursery school operation and 
child growth and development programs, but who were 
unable to attend the limited daytime courses which were 
available. 


In order to meet this need, a subcommittee made up 
of representatives from the Boston Association for Nurs- 
ing Education and the Bureau of Health Education of 
the Boston Health Department was formed. Through 
the cooperative efforts of the group, a concise, practical 
refresher course became a reality. Six Tuesday evening 
meetings were arranged. Lectures, use of demonstrations 
and visual aids, discussion among the group, and question 
and answer periods comprised the meetings. There were 
38 individuals representing 37 nursery schools who at- 
tended the course, as well as three individuals who 
planned to open nursery schools. 
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STUDENT PROGRAM AND IN-SERVICE TRAINING 


During the summer of 1955, for a three-month period, 
two students received field training experience in the 
Bureau of Health Education, one a graduate student 
from Yale University who had completed training lead- 
ing to a M.P.H. and the other a student who was about 
to enter Harvard University for graduate training leading 
to the same degree. In addition to the usual activities 
planned for students, both were able to have firsthand 
experience with the many details which occur during a 
major outbreak of a serious communicable disease, since 
the polio outbreak occurred shortly after their arrival in 
the department. , 


OTHER ACTIVITIES 


Many routine activities are conducted by this Bureau. 
Routine radio and television spot announcements are 
sent out and news releases are prepared for daily and 
weekly papers as required. The annual report of the de- 
partment is edited and literature for distribution at the 
various Health Department buildings and clinics is or- 
dered from various sources. A small film library is main- 
tained and film showings arranged for Health Depart- 
ment personnel and activities. 
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BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 


The outstanding feature of the 1955 annual statistical 
summary is the maternal death rate, which shows a rate 
of 0.2 per 1,000 live births, the lowest ever recorded in 
the history of the City of Boston. This remarkable record 
of achievement is the direct result of the combined efforts 
of physicians, nurses, health educators, and social work- 
ers, and, of course, the excellent advances made in medi- 
cal science in the past decade. 


Tuberculosis deaths reported in 1955 were the lowest 
ever recorded in Boston. One hundred fifty-seven deaths, 
representing a tuberculosis death rate of 19.2 per 100,006 
of the population, indicate a decrease of 7.3 per 100,000 
of the population from the previous low recorded in 1954. 
The constant downward trend of tuberculosis in Boston, 
Massachusetts, in the past ten years is the result of care- 
fully planned case-finding programs, free chest X-ray 
clinics, early diagnosis, education of the general public, 
and excellent facilities for the care and the rehabilitation 
of the afflicted. It is the aim of the Boston Health De- 
partment that tuberculosis, which has plagued mankind 
for centuries, will soon be reduced to the position of other 
infections and parasitic diseases having very little public 
health significance. 


A critical outbreak of poliomyelitis occurred in the sum- 
mer and the fall months of 1955, when 834 cases and 32 
deaths were reported to the department. This was the 
highest number of cases and deaths from this disease ever 
recorded in the city. 


The resident death rate of 11.5 increased slightly, while 
the resident birth rate of 19.9 showed a healthy increase 
over the year 1954. 


The four leading causes of death among the Boston 
residents were again heart disease, cancer, vascular le- 
sions of the central nervous system, and all forms of ac- 
cidents. 
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It is significant, however, that 82 per cent of the deaths 
attributed to heart disease, 89 per cent of the cancer 
deaths, and 63 per cent of all accidental deaths occurred 
in the age group fifty-five years and over. This indicates 
the continued need for research, educational programs, 
annual medical check-ups, early diagnosis, and an in- 
formed public on the early symptoms of these major 
causes of death. 


The infant mortality rate of 26.6 per 1,000 live births 
was lower than the previous year, with most infant deaths 
attributed to premature birth and congenital malforma- 
tions. 


Deaths due to infective and parasitic diseases, with rare 
exception, once again were at an almost irreducible mini- 
mum. 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 13 


Section of Medical Services 
POLIO PROGRAM 


The worst outbreak in Boston occurred in the sum- 
mer of 1955. An epidemiological study was conducted 
under the direction of Dr. John T. Foley and Dr. Ralph 
Wheeler. The families of polio patients were interviewed 
by the public health nurses, and a complete family roster 
of contacts containing all pertinent information was com- 
pleted in some 850 cases. 


The pre-school child group was the most susceptible, 
and the expectant mothers seemed to have a higher case 
rate than usual. The paralytic cases outnumbered the 
nonparalytic. There were 32 deaths in the group — 50 
per cent over the age of twenty years. 


Early in the outbreak, stool examinations identified 
Type I virus as the causative agent. Some 20,000 school 
children in Boston received one injection of the Salk vac- 
cine, and 35 cases of polio occurred in the vaccinated 
group. The disease was very severe in this group, caus- 
ing one death, and producing paralysis in two-thirds of 
the cases. 


It was found that tonsillectomy was a factor in the 
bulbar cases — 48 bulbar cases occurred among a group 
of 115 polio cases, who had had tonsillectomies. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


During the year 1955, the Tuberculosis Bureau, includ- 
ing the Settlement Bureau, was transferred to the South 
End Health Unit together with all records and personnel. 
This was done in an effort to streamline the services and 
the handling of tuberculosis cases, in order that the newly 
diagnosed cases of tuberculosis would be processed 
through the settlement agent and admitted more direct- 
ly to the sanatoria. 


It became necessary to add another chemotherapy 
clinic to our tuberculosis out-patient service. This in- 
creases to four the number of clinic services per week 
devoted to the care of some 100 tuberculosis cases treated 
on an out-patient basis. 
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LICENSING 
INSTITUTIONS 

The program pertaining to institutional activities, 
namely, nursing-convalescent homes, boarding homes for 
the aged, hospitals, and day care agencies, functioned 
during the year 1955 with increased emphasis on inspec- 
tions. 

The trend mentioned in 1954 continued during 1955; 
that is, there has been an increase of nursing and con- 
valescent homes. Although the number of boarding 
homes remains the same, there has been a decrease of 24 
beds. There were four new nursing homes certified in 
1955, giving a total increase of 169 beds. One new build- 
ing was erected and three old structures were renovated. 
It might be noted here that in view of the large number 
of telephone inquiries received by this section and the 
many personal interviews held, the increase in the nurs- 
ing home category would be far greater if the applicants 
could comply with the rigorous, but essential, code now 
in effect in this city. | 

Applicants for licenses of homes must first receive the 
approval of the Zoning, the Gas, the Sprinkler, the Egress, 
and the Wire divisions of the Boston Building Depart- 
ment and the Boston Fire Department. The Bureaus of 
Nursing, Disease Control, and Environmental Sanitation 
of the Boston Health Department must also give their 
approval before homes can be certified by this department 
as being suitable. 

Local health departments are authorized to act on cer- 
tification under chapter 111, sections 71 to 73. The 
statute gives the right of inspection at all times to local 
boards. 

At the present time there are 74 nursing homes, 16 per 
cent of which are charitably incorporated; the others are 
private homes. Of the 45 boarding homes for the aged 
operating in the City of Boston, about 48 per cent are 
charitably incorporated. 

Violations of chapter 111, sections 71 to 73, are referred 
to the Massachusetts Department of Public Health. Vio- 
lations of chapter 111, sections 122 to 125, are acted upon 
by local boards. Infractions noted are referred to the 
responsible agency, which could involve either the Build- 
ing Department or the Fire Department. 

In connection with the processing of nursing, convales- 
cent, and boarding homes for the aged, considerable delay 
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has been encountered due to the extended safety require- 
ments and zoning technicalities of the Boston Building 
Department. However, this is now being clarified gradu- 


During 1955, a very important meeting, attended by 
officials of the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health, the Massachusetts Department of Public Safety, 
the Boston Building Department, the Boston Fire De- 
partment, and the Boston Health Department, was held 
in the auditorium of the Health Department, Haymar- 
ket square. The meeting was called to clarify objectively 
and coordinate as much as possible all official activities in 
connection with the processing of all institutions. 

The Health Commissioner certified 22 nursing and con- 
valescent homes and seven boarding homes for the aged 
with recommendations to the Massachusetts Department 
of Public Health. Two nursing and convalescent homes 
were not certified by the Health Commissioner because 
of failure to meet the zoning requirements of the Boston 
Building Department. One nursing home license was 
not renewed until a change of operator was effected. In 
the interim, the home discontinued operation. 

Sixty special inspections were made to nursing and 
convalescent homes and boarding homes for the aged for 
specific violations. All were referred to the Building De- 
partment or the Fire Department for structural or fire 
hazard factors. 

As recommended in 1954, a special nursing survey per- 
taining to nursing care and adequacy of personnel was 
made in 70 nursing homes this year. About 21 per cent 
of the homes surveyed were having difficulty obtaining 
professional personnel because of the nursing shortage. 
All homes, with questionable factors, were referred to the 
Massachusetts Department of Public Health. 

The number of licensed hospitals remains at 43. Of 
this group, 12 were certified by the Health Commissioner 
in 1955. A recommendation by the Health Department 
that hospital processing, to insure further safety, should 
include inspections by the Sprinkler and the Gas Divi- 
sions of the Boston Building Department, was put into 
effect with very satisfactory results. 

Of the 78 applications for day care agencies received by 
this department in 1955, 5 were rejected, 7 are still pend- 
ing for corrective measures, and 66 were approved. This 
is an increase of 10 agencies over 1954. 
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STATISTICAL SUMMARY OF INSTITUTIONAL DATA 


43 — licensed hospitals with a capacity of approximately 


9,500 beds. 

74 — nursing and convalescent homes with a bed capacity 
of 2,462. 

45 — boarding homes for the aged with a bed capacity 
of 1,318. 


66 — licensed day care agencies caring for 2,242 children 
up to seven years of age. 


PROGRAM RECOMMENDATIONS 

That the program now in effect in nursing and con- 
valescent homes and in boarding homes for the aged and 
in day care agencies should be continued with stress on 
inspections. 


AGENCIES GIVING DAY CARE TO CHILDREN 


To determine whether or not conditions in the agencies 
giving day care to children were suitable, requests for in- 
spections were sent to the Zoning Division of the Boston 
Building Department and to the Boston Fire Depart- 
ment. In addition, inspections were requested to be made 
by the Bureaus of Health Education, Environmental San- 
itation, Public Health Nursing, including Nutrition, and 
by the public health physicians. General surveillance by 
the principal inspector of institutions of the Boston 
Health Department also was requested. 

Upon receipt of favorable reports from each source of 
inspection, the Director of the Section of Medical Serv- 
ices signifies to the Health Commissioner, In whom is 
vested the authority to grant licenses to agencies giving 
day care to children, the advisability of approving such 
licenses. 


POLIO 


The most striking event in the communicable disease 
picture during 1955 in the City of Boston was a severe 
outbreak of poliomyelitis. There were 834 resident cases 
reported to the Boston Health Department, for a case 
rate of 104.3 per 100,000, as compared with a 10-year 
mean, 1945-54, of 9.0. There were 32 deaths, for a death 
rate of 4.0 per 100,000 as against a 10-year mean of 0.2. 
The case fatality rate during 1955 was 3.6 per hundred. 
This compares with the 10-year mean of 2.4 per hundred. 
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The outbreak started in the first week of July, reached 
its peak during the week of the fifth to the eleventh of 
August, and gradually tapered off so that by the second 
week in November the outbreak was virtually over. 

The age distribution of the cases is interesting though 
not unusual. Seventy-one per cent of the cases were ten 
years of age or less; 11.6 per cent were between the ages 
of eleven and nineteen; and 17.4 per cent were over twenty 
years of age. The age group one to six had the highest 
incidence, having 47.2 per cent of all cases reported. 

The case fatality rate according to the clinical forms of 
polio were (1) bulbar—9.6; (2) paralytic but not bul- 
bar —4.6; (3) nonparalytic — 0.3. 

The case fatality rate by age group in this outbreak 
was as follows: 


Age Group Cases Deaths Case 
Fatality 

Rate 

0 tol 28 2 Loe 
i—6b 394 4 eG 
oe SS a 169 5 3.0 
it—19" . ; : : 97 6 6.2 
20 and over ’ 146 14 9.6 


It is apparent from this table that except for the vul- 
nerable group birth to one year, the case fatality rate in- 
creased progressively with age. The age groups which 
had the largest number of cases, one year to five years 
and six to ten years, had the lowest case fatality rates — 
1.0 and 3.0, respectively. The twenty and over age group, 
with undoubtedly the lowest incidence per 100,000 popu- 
lation, had the highest case fatality rate of 9.6. This con- 
firms the general statement that polio has its highest inci- 
dence in the younger age groups and its greatest severity 
in the older ones. 

There were 125 cases of bulbar poliomyelitis in the out- 
break, almost 15 per cent of the total. The distribution 
of the bulbar cases in the different age groups is given in 
the following table. 


Age Group No. of No. of Percentage of 
Polio Bulbar Bulbar Cases 
Cases 
0 tol 28 5 17.9 
1— 5 394 38 10.0 
6 — 10 169 42 24.9 
11 — 14 61 17 35.9 
15 — 19 36 4 List 


Mandover . . . 146 19 13.1 
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It is obvious 'that in this outbreak the eleven to four- 
teen age group had the highest percentage of bulbar 
cases. The six to ten age group was second with 24.9 per 
cent. The birth to one year was third with 17.9 per cent. 
The one to five group, with the highest case incidence, 
had the lowest bulbar case rate of 10.0 per 100,000. 

There were 12 deaths in the 125 cases of bulbar polio- 
myelitis for a case fatality rate of 9.6. A breakdown of 
these deaths by age group Is: 


Age Group Cases Deaths Percentage 
0 to l ‘ : ; ; 5 2 40 
1—5 ; , ‘ : 38 4 10.5 
6 — 10 : : : ‘ 42 5 11.9 

11—19 ; : : 21 5 23.8 

20 and over : : : 19 14 (EST | 


It is evident from this table that the bulbar polio case 
fatality rate increased progressively with increasing age, 
reaching the tragic figure of 73.7 in the age group twenty 
and over. The age group birth to one was the exception. 
here the rate was high, but it represented only a small 
number of cases and deaths — five and two, respectively. 

From the tables and graph a complete picture of the 
polio outbreak may be gained. Each section of the city 
is tabulated according to sex, age group, and type of 
poliomyelitis. Further, the 32 resident deaths are allo- 
cated in a similar manner. 


The graph represents the daily incidence and average 
number of cases per week from the last week of June to 
the close of 1955. The rising ‘trend of the disease can be 
seen until it reached its apex on August 5. From that 
point on, a gradual decline is noted, until the final case 
was reported on December 19. 
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BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 


The total number of reported cases of communicable 
diseases was somewhat lower in 1955 than in 1954. How- 
ever, there was an increase in the number of cases of 
poliomyelitis and scarlet fever. These differentiations 
will be discussed under the separate paragraphs allotted 
for each communicable disease. 

In the ‘major’ communicable diseases, diphtheria, 
meningitis, scarlet fever, chicken pox in adults, and polio- 
myelitis, an increase was noted in each disease during the 
year 1955. The public health physician makes the initial 
contact when a case of one of these diseases is reported. 

In the case of “minor” reportable diseases, there was a 
large drop in the incidence, especially in measles and 
mumps. When a case is reported, a letter is mailed to 
parents explaining the care of the patient with sugges- 
tions for preventing the spread of the disease. Also, a 
public health nurse visits each of these families. 


ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS 


A separate and complete analysis of the outbreak of 
poliomylitis experienced in 1955 will be found on pages 
16-20. 


SCARLET FEVER 


During 1955, there was a sharp rise in the number of 
cases of scarlet fever, from 711 cases reported in 1954 to 
1,255 cases reported this year. Such an increase was more 
or less experienced throughout the nation. ‘This increase 
is no longer influenced by the season of the year, but is 
more or less irregular chronologically. 


MEASLES, MUMPS, WHOOPING COUGH, AND TYPHOID 
FEVER 


A decline of over 50 per cent was noted in whooping 
cough and measles. This was especially true in the case 
of measles, where 5,799 cases were reported in 1954, as 
compared to 2,259 reported in 1955. Mumps and typhoid 
fever also showed a sharp decrease. There were 500 less 
cases of mumps and the typhoid cases dropped from five 
in 1954 to one case in 1955. 
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DIPHTHERIA 

A slight increase was noted in the number of diphtheria 
cases in 1955. Seven cases were reported in 1954 as com- 
pared to twelve in 1955. 


RABIES CONTROL 

There were 2,712 dog bites and 37 small animal bites 
reported in 1955. Of these, 782 cases were treated at 
Boston City Hospital. However, there were no antirabic 
serum injections administered. 


VENEREAL DISEASES 
Gonorrhea. — The total number of cases of gonorrhea 
reported showed a decrease from 1954. In 1955, 967 cases 
were reported, as compared to 1,045 cases in 1954. 
Syphilis. — The number of syphilis cases in the City 
of Boston increased in 1955 to 842. This shows an in- 
crease of 196 cases over 1954. 
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BUREAU OF TUBERCULOSIS 


In 1955, statistics show a decrease in the number of 
new cases and deaths from tuberculosis. These results 
are consistent with the over-all state, national, and world 
trends. 


The case-finding program has been concentrated on, 
in order to reach the susceptible age groups, especially in 
industry and in our congested large city. 


The presence of tuberculosis in any large urban popu- 
lation is due largely to the existence of unsanitary condi- 
tions in the living and working environments. These 
factors can be controlled only by an organized campaign 
against tuberculosis. This would include all the public 
and private health and welfare agencies giving serious 
attention to the problem of raising the standard of living 
and improving environmental conditions of those who 
contract the disease. Obviously, a tuberculosis control 
program cannot bring about the decline of tuberculosis 
without increasing the standard of living in those groups 
who are in the most danger of contracting tuberculosis, 
beginning with the family of the tuberculosis patient and 
extending into the surrounding community. 


The out-patient clinics showed an increased attendance 
both in the chemotherapy and surgical divisions, while 
there has been a decrease in the number of patients re- 
ceiving pneumotherapy and pneumoperitoneum treat- 
ments. There was a notable increase in the number of 
out-patients in the chemotherapy and surgical services 
who had been referred to us by the state and federal in- 
stitutions for the follow-up of both pulmonary and other 
forms of tuberculosis. There were approximately 20,000 
clinic visits during 1955. 


The X-ray services continued to show an increase both 
in the case-finding program and in the regular clinic fol- 
low-ups using 14x17 plates. During the year, the num- 
ber of 70 mm X-rays reached a total of 53,908, while 
10,416 large 14x17 plates were taken of clinic patients. 


Tuberculosis has dropped from the primary and most 
common cause of death in the adult age group to a posi- 
tion of eighth among the ten greatest causes of death. In 
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1954, tuberculosis was the sixth leading cause of death 
with 216 deaths recorded and a death rate of 26.5 per 
100,000. This compares with 157 recorded deaths and a 
death rate of 19.2 per 100,000 in 1955. 


In the past year, over 950 resident cases were discharged 
from sanatoria and hospitals in Boston and the surround- 
ing areas. Extended use of out-patient facilities for the 
surgical and medical follow-up of the tuberculosis patient 
enables the patient to spend a minimum of time in a 
sanatorium without loss in the efficacy of his personal 
treatment routine. 
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BUREAU OF DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY 


During 1955, the Bacteriological Laboratory, as in 
1954, demonstrated in its routine diagnostic examinations 
for bacterially induced diseases the success of the present- 
day immunization programs and newer drug therapy. 

For example, compare 1,986 gonorrheal urethritis ex- 
aminations in 1955 with 9,751 in 1935, and 416 diphtheria 
cultures in 1955 with 3,797 in 1935. Stimulated case- 
finding programs in the Boston area were responsible for 
15,271 tuberculosis examinations in 1955 as compared 
with 5,559 in 1985. The new compulsory laboratory ex- 
aminations of stools for enteric patients and their con- 
tacts resulted in 1,213 examinations for enteric pathogens 
in 1955. During the year 1935, there were only 297 ex- 
aminations for enteric pathogens (both figures include 
agelutinations). 

Throughout the summer of 1955, Boston experienced 
a major outbreak of poliomyelitis. At this time, the lab- 
oratory received a shipment of 300,000 ml. of gamma 
globulin. This globulin was dispensed from the labora- 
tory at Haymarket square to the 72 laboratory culture 
stations located in drugstores throughout the city. The 
immediate psychological effect upon the public, shown 
by the tremendous demand for this biological product, 
justified the work involved in the program. 

Again in 1955, the laboratory aided the New England 
Hospital, the Deaconess Hospital, and the Channing Home 
in the training of technicians in specialized diagnostic 
techniques. Seven public and private schools and col- 
leges, as well as two hospitals, sent groups who partici- 
pated in lectures and practical demonstrations in public 
health laboratory procedures. 

Through evaluation tests and examinations of person- 
nel, equipment, and performance of duty, the Boston 
Health Department Bacteriological Laboratory again was 
certified by the Massachusetts Department of Public 
Health. 


The meticulous, conscientious work of the entire staff 
of the Bacteriological Laboratory more than justifies the 
imperative need for a reclassification of salary levels. The 
present rate renders it difficult to secure adequately 
trained personnel replacements when the necessity arises. 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 


The year 1955 brought many personnel changes in the 
Bureau of Public Health Nursing. There were six retire- 
ments, and five nurses resigned to seek employment in 
other public health nursing fields. After thirty years of 
interested, loyal, and untiring service, the first Director 
of the Bureau of Public Helath Nursing, retired on July 1. 
The Bureau also must record, with regret, the death of 
two staff members. 

To compensate for these losses, the bureau obtained, as 
replacement, twelve nurses who are experienced in the 
field of public health nursmg. Thus, the quality of 
service given to the community by the bureau continues 
uninterrupted. 

The activities started in 1954 by the various staff com- 
mittees continued to function during 19565. 


SPECIAL RESEARCH 

The Committee on Desirable Priorities in Home Visit- 
ing has submitted its report, and priorities are now in 
practice. 

Due to the increased emphasis on family health serv- 
ices and added stress on the mental and emotional aspects 
of family life, it has been necessary to curtail the num- 
ber of home visits to old infants and preschool children. 
However, there was an increase of 1,706 visits to new- 
born infants, as well as an increase in the number of hours 
spent in the well child conferences. There were 2,720 
fewer visits made in the communicable disease program. 
A great deal of time was spent in visiting families of 
polio cases, in order to collect data for study and research 
purposes. 

STUDENT PROGRAM 

The ever-increasing demand for field training, for fu- 
ture nurses, continually challenges the public health nurse 
as she functions in her particular area. One hundred 
thirty-three hospital students spent a day each in the va- 
rious districts observing the field activities of the staff 
nurses; 45 Boston City Hospital students had four weeks 
of field practice; and 32 collegiate nursing students had 
eight weeks of field practice. For ten months of the year, 
therefore, the nursing staff is concerned with teaching, 
demonstration, and supervision of the student nurse in 
the field of public health. 
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IN-SERVICE EDUCATION 


In-service education includes lectures, panels, local 
group conferences, printed reference material, books, 
magazines and films, as well as formal study at accredited 
colleges. This past year, at the request of the staff, em- 
phasis was again placed on mental health. 


MENTAL HEALTH 


The increased emphasis on mental health in our family 
health service has been due in part to the orientation of 
new staff nurses at the Whittier Street Unit; in a coop- 
erative setup these nurses have had the guidance of the 
mental health supervisor. Our staff receives guidance in 
health problems relating to tuberculosis and to the pre- 
mature infant. 


In all other areas of the city, through the efforts of our 
mental health supervisor, our staff receives guidance in 
handling the emotional problems encountered in their 
family health service. Each problem referred is con- 
sidered on an individual basis. Simple problems, such as 
eating and sleeping problems of the young child, may be 
handled by the staff nurse or in some instances by the 
mental health nursing supervisor. More serious prob- 
lems are referred to a suitable community agency. These 
problems also serve as a basis for group discussions in 
the district offices. 


During 1955, the mental health nursing supervisor has 
given the following service: 


Home visits. , ; J reso 
Office visits. : : , yom es 
Visits to patients in eee 
Visits to parochial schools . 


Service as resource person in group discussions in district 


offices . , 10: 
Children referred to and a Pale treated at child uidanes 
clinics . 10 


Adults referred to and sa treated at psyehiatri 
meray 3! OS, 3 
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The mental health nursing supervisor receives referrals 
from Pediatric or Child Guidance Clinics. She is partic- 
ipating in a research project being conducted by Boston 
University Medical School concerning the effect of ma- 
ternal maturity on child development. The nurse’s con- 
tribution in this project consists of extensive visits to the 
home during the first ten days after the mother’s return 
from the hospital. There have been fifteen of these re- 
ferrals. In the course of these visits, twelve bath demon- 
strations and six formula demonstrations have been given. 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOL PROGRAM 


Public health nursing service is provided in the sixty 
elementary parochial schools of Boston. The service in- 
cludes preparation for and assistance with physical ex- 
aminations and immunizations and the annual weighing 
and measuring of pupils. The nurse also conducts vision 
and hearing tests and does daily inspection of children 
referred by the teacher. In 1955, nursing service to the 
parochial schools showed an increase in the number of 
visits on behalf of school children and also an increase in 
the number of hours spent in the schools. This was due 
in part to the polio vaccination program for children in 
the second and third grades. 


CHILD HEALTH PROGRAM 


The public health nurse prepares for and assists the 
physicians at the thirty-five weekly well child confer- 
ences conducted for infants and preschool children at 
health units and other district offices. | 

A new well child conference on an appointment system 
basis was added at the West End Health Unit. This is 
staffed by medical and nursing personnel of the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital family care program. The 
nurses of the Health Department are responsible for home 
visits to these families. 


TUBERCULOSIS 

The public health nurse assists in tuberculosis preven- 
tion and control by a constant case-finding program 
through encouraging periodic examination of contacts as 
well as individual and family cooperation in the treat- 
ment and rehabilitation of tuberculosis patients. 
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The tuberculosis case load showed a decrease in the num- 
ber of home visits, but an increase in the number of clinic 
hours. ‘There was also a decrease in the number of hours 
spent accompanying patients to sanatoria. 


NUTRITION PROGRAM 


The public health nutritionist, serving as a consultant 
in the Bureau of Public Health Nursing, provides and 
interprets essential teaching material regarding the latest 
nutritional facts. Direct service is given to individuals 
referred for dietary or budget advice by department 
nurses, physicians, and the Medical Social Service Divi- 
sion of the Department of Public Welfare. Dietary 
recommendations are also made to boarding, nursing and 
convalescent homes and to day care agencies for children. 


BOARDING HOMES, NURSING AND CONVALESCENT 
HOMES, AND DAY CARE AGENCIES 


There was an increase in the number of hours spent in 
inspection of boarding, nursing, and convalescent homes 
and day care agencies, with emphasis being placed on 
nursing care and on the nutritional need of patients. 


REPORT OF SERVICES GIVEN DURING 1955 


32, 188 pupils weighed 
1,943 pupils vision tested 
6,842 pupils vision retested 
7,951 pupils audiometer hearing tests (first) 
1,280 pupils audiometer hearing retests 
7,092 pupils received polio vaccinations 
202 pupils received diphtheria and tetanus immuniza- 
tions 
4,646 pupils booster immunizations 
765 pupils received first aid 
20,332 pupils received daily inspections 
27,005 pupils received other inspections 
18,133 pupils to dental clinics 
7,483 interviews with teachers 
2,201 interviews with parents at school 
1,056 interviews with parents at health units 
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Section of Local Health Services 


BUREAU OF CHILD HYGIENE AND 
HEALTH UNITS 


Over 2,000 more live infants were born to Boston resi- 
dents during 1955 than during the previous year, and a 
drop in the infant mortality rate from 27.8 per 1,000 live 
births to 26.6 occurred. 

Beyond a considerable reduction in the number of birth 
injuries, the causes of death in the infant mortality table 
are generally comparable to those of the previous year. 
There were only two maternal deaths during the year, 
with a maternal death rate of 0.2 per 1,000 live births, in- 
dicating a continued high calibre of obstetrical practice 
in the city. 


CHILD HEALTH CONFERENCES 


Thirty-five well child conferences are maintained each 
week by the Boston Health Department in many sections 
of the city. 

During the year 1955, a total of 49,146 visits were made 
by infants and preschool children for routine supervision, 
including physical examinations, advice as to feeding, 
care, and procedure, as well as routine immunizations. 
As in previous years, a supervising pediatrician from each 
of the three local medical schools arranged for physicians 
of their respective departments to assist the public health 
personnel at the thirty-five clinics. Conferences, staffed 
by personnel of the Children’s Medical Center, are also 
maintained at Longwood avenue and at the Whittier 
Street Health Unit, and at the West End Health Unit as 
part of the family health service program of the Massa- 
chusetts General Hospital. 


PAROCHIAL SCHOOLS 


Health services for Boston school children are provided 
under a dual program, the Boston School Department 
being responsible for the health of the public school chil- 
dren, while the Boston Health Department, working in 
conjunction with the Archdiocesan Superintendent of 
Schools, assumes a similar function with 34,000 parochial 
school pupils. 


HEALTH DEPARTMENT. 31 


Two extra physicians were needed to complement the 
school health activities of the public health physicians. 

Inspection of each pupil was started immediately after 
the opening of school. Children in the first, fifth, and 
eighth grades were given a physical examination, as well 
as those of other grades, for whom this service was recom- 
mended. 

Combined toxins of diphtheria and tetanus were ad- 
ministered to those eligible for booster doses, and a series 
of three inoculations of the same materials were given to 
a small number who had not previously received these 
immunizing agents. 

Vision testing was done for students in the first, third, 
fifth, and seven grades; and those with serious deviations 
were referred to their own specialist or to the ophthal- 
mologist engaged in the operation of the Health Depart- 
ment eye clinics. 

Hearing tests were performed on pupils in the third 
gerade, as well as on those in other grades suspected of 
having hearing defects by a Health Department nurse 
trained in the use of the Pure Tone audiometer. 


HEALTH UNITS 


The full-time public health physician holds a well 
child conference two days a week. During the other 
three days he holds an afternoon session, at which he 
gives vaccinations against smallpox, combined antigens 
of diphtheria, tetanus, and pertussis, and vaccine for ty- 
phoid and paratyphoid. 

Physical examinations of children and adults going to 
camp or elsewhere for vacation are done at this session 
and the same service is available for all persons who re- 
quest it. Over 6,000 camp examinations were performed 
by the department physicians in 1955. 

Clinics for tuberculosis are held in each health unit un- 
der the direction of the Bureau of Tuberculosis. 

Dentists, dental hygienists, and assistants function five 
days a week in each unit and in four Health Department 
substations. 

At the Charlestown, the West End, the South Boston, 
and the Whittier Street Health Units, an eye clinic is 
maintained by the Health Department ophthalmologist 
for the follow-up of cases referred from both public and 
parochial schools. 
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Six mental health programs conducted by private agen- 
cies and by the Massachusetts Department of Mental 
Health function at the South Boston, the East Boston, 
the Harvard Street, the West End, and the Whittier 
Street Health Units. 


The prenatal clinics conducted at the East Boston, the 
West End, and the South Boston Health Units are super- 
vised by personnel from the Boston Lying-In Hospital. 
The Obstetrical Department of St. Margaret’s Hospital 
also has a clinic at the South Boston Health Unit. 

For more than a year, a new undertaking, the “Special 
Youth Program,” has been operating at the Whittier 
Street Health Unit, and the results of the concerted ef- 
forts of this group, in the field of delinquency, are very 
encouraging. 

The Division of Maternal and Child Health of the 
Massachusetts Department of Health has been: allotted 
quarters at the West End Health Unit for maintaining a 
clinic for preschool children who have hearing difficulties. 
It is known as the “Preschool Nursery for Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing.” The department is happy to welcome this 
project whose personnel are accomplishing excellent re- 
sults in the field. 
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BUREAU OF DENTAL SERVICES 


Dental service is provided for public and parochial 
school children referred as a result of the annual dental 
examination held in the schools. Public school children 
are screened initially by school physicians or nurses and 
the parochial school children by dentists of the Guild of 
St. Apollonia and the Health Department dentists. 

Preventive care is emphasized in order to diminish the 
need for restorative dental work. The dentist, the nurse, 
and the hygienist cooperate in instructing the children 
in proper tooth hygiene, emphasizing the need for regu- 
lar dental supervision and sound nutrition and general 
health habits. Parents may bring preschool children dur- 
ing school vacation periods. Emergencies are cared for 
at any time. 

Fillings, extractions and prophylaxis are available at 
the fourteen clinics, ten of which are held in health units 
and four in the substations. 

During the 12-month period ending December 31, 1955, 
27,345 children were treated at the fourteen dental 
clinics. The figures relative to the work accomplished in 
these clinics, which are situated throughout the various 
areas of the city, appear in the Statistical Section of the 
annual report and show the steps taken in our program 
of preventive dentistry. 
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Section of Environmental 
Sanitation 


The integration of the work of the Bureaus of Housing 
and Sanitation, Food, Milk, General Sanitation, and the 
Laboratory of Chemistry and Sanitary Biology under a 
single responsible director has been accomplished. Fur- 
ther, the Bureau of Chemistry and Sanitary Biology has 
been combined with the Bureau of Milk Inspection to 
form the new Bureau of Milk and Chemistry. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING 

The training program, inaugurated in 1954, continued 
throughout the year 1955. Special emphasis has been 
placed on housing conditions and food spoilage. After a 
lecture is presented, field inspections are conducted under 
the guidance of qualified experts. Procedures and tech- 
niques discussed in the classroom are demonstrated in 
actual operation. 
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BUREAU OF MILK AND CHEMISTRY 
During 1955, the Bureaus of “Milk Inspection” and 
“Chemistry and Sanitary Biology” were combined to 
form the “Bureau of Milk and Chemistry.” This report 
covers the activities of the new bureau. 


LICENSES AND PERMITS 


The number of licenses and permits issued in 1955 was 
approximately the same as in 1954. Small increases were 
noted in the number of oleomargarine registrations and 
permits to sell frozen desserts. 

The 1,410 oleomargarine registrations and the 3,498 
permits to sell frozen desserts represent the greatest num- 
ber of these registrations and permits ever to be issued by 
this department in any one year. An apparent decrease 
in the number of permits to sell cream, from 35 in 1954 
to 22 in 1955, is actually only a bookkeeping transaction. 
Forty-seven permits to sell cream were issued to expire 
December 31, 1954, and the same number was issued to 
expire December 31, 1955. 

The sum of $7,949, in payment of fees for licenses and 
permits issued by the Inspector of Milk, was deposited 
with the cashier of the department for transmission to 
the City Treasurer. 


NUMBER OF SAMPLES 

During 1955, 21,871 samples of milk, cream, ice cream, 
and vinegar were collected and examined by this bureau. 
This is an increase of 210 over the 21,661 samples col- 
lected and examined in 1954. 

This bureau also examined 2,553 samples of miscel- 
laneous foodstuffs and of water submitted by other bu- 
reaus of the Health Department and by other City of 
Boston departments. 


QUALITY OF MILK 
Fifty-four warning notices were sent to establishments 
in 1955 where milk and cream exceeded the bacterial 
standards. This compares to 74 warnings issued in 1954. 
A large proportion of these notices were sent to stores 
where poor quality of cream was collected. These notices 
do not indicate any problems in production or pasteur- 
ization, but rather show poor management of cream sup- 
plies by storekeepers. When milk or cream shows a coli- 
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form count of more than three per cubic centimeter, a 
warning is issued to the respective companies concerned. 
In 1955, 143 such warnings were issued as compared to 
189 in 1954. 

Nine shipments of raw milk to Boston licensed dealers 
for pasteurization were found to exceed the standard of 
400,000 colonies of bacteria in one cubic centimeter. 
Warnings were issued in each case. This shows a marked 
drop from 1954, when 31 warnings were issued. 

As further proof that the excellent quality of milk sold 
in Boston is constantly improving, the average bacteria 
count of all milk-pasteurized sold in Boston during 1955 
was 3,200 colonies. This is far below the established 
standared of 20,000 colonies. In 1954, the average colony 
count was 3,400. Grade A milk in Boston averaged 800 
colonies during 1955. Not a single case of disease trace- 
able to the Boston milk supply was found in 1955. 


NEW LEGISLATION 

On September 10, 1955, a bill, sponsored by the milk 
industry, was signed into law by His Excellency, Gover- 
nor Christian A. Herter. A major provision of the new 
law enables milk dealers to increase or decrease the fat 
content of milk by one half of 1 per cent by the addition 
of milk, skimmed milk, or cream, but requires the finished 
product to be labeled “Standardized Milk.” Another 
major provision establishes a new grade “Half and Half,” 
which is a blend of milk and cream and contains 10 per 
cent butterfat. A standard is established for “Nonfat 
Milk” and the former standard for “Skimmed Milk” has 
been corrected. 
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BUREAU OF FOOD 


During 1955, the personnel of the Bureau of Food was 
reduced by three inspectors. The present personnel of 
the bureau consists of: 


Chief of the Bureau 

1 clerk-typist 
11 environmental sanitation inspectors (food) 
3 animal inspectors 

1 superintendent of pedlers 

2 constables 


This reduction of personnel has been compensated, to 
some extent, by the activities of route inspectors per- 
forming all phases of environmental sanitation, whereby 
food inspection work is combined with housing and sani- 
tation investigation. This has relieved the environmental 
sanitation inspectors (food) of much of the district work 
of inspection at the retail level of food handling. 

The coverage given the retail outlets by the general 
environmental sanitation inspectors has enabled the en- 
vironmental sanitation inspectors (food) to be more ad- 
vantageously assigned as to (1) areas covered, (2) food 
industries supervised, and (3) market terminal inspec- 
tions of large volumes of foodstuffs at the wholesale level. 

Greater emphasis has been placed on inspections of 
carload lots of food products, and the inspection and su- 
pervision of truckloads of products, whereby all unfit 
foods can be seized before they enter retail food distribu- 
tion channels. Spoilage that occurs at the retail level is 
detected by the general environmental sanitation inspec- 
tors. Thus, spoiled food is prevented from reaching the 
consumer. It is apparent from our statistical report that 
these procedures have resulted in greater public health 
protection and greater operating efficiencies within the 
Bureau of Food. 


FOOD CONDEMNATION 


Condemnation of unfit food was the highest in the 
history of the department — 3,360,114 pounds were con- 
demned. This exceeds by 1,454,089 pounds the amount 
condemned in 1954. 

Two major catastrophies, which occurred in Boston dur- 
ing 1955, seriously affected the food supply for the city. 
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The first was a hurricane, which occurred in August, 
and which caused destruction of roofs and structures pro- 
tecting foodstuffs, thereby damaging large quantities of 
food, necessitating its condemnation for salvage, or de- 
struction under supervision of the inspectors. 
~ The excessive rainfall late in August produced floods 
in Hyde Park, causing the overflow and backing up of 
sewers and the flooding of basements practically through- 
out the entire city. The area affected was so vast, 
and the quantities of foodstuffs damaged so great, that 
the inspectors worked at all hours, including Sundays. 
The first action taken consisted of the placing of embar- 
goes on all food products. Later, condemnation proceed- 
ings were taken, and salvage or destruction supervised. 
Every precaution was taken to avoid the possibility of 
any contaminated foodstuffs reaching the consumer. 

During this emergency, liaison and close cooperation 
was maintained with the United States Food and Drug 
Administration, the United States Bureau of Animal In- 
dustry (Meats), and the Massachusetts Department of 
Public Health. After completion of salvage operations, 
the amount of foodstuffs necessarily destroyed under su- 
pervision amounted to 100,000 pounds. 

Because of the extremely hot weather over most of the 
country late in August, there was rapid spoilage of foods 
in those cases where an insufficient amount of refrigera- 
tion was supplied. One such case was an entire truckload 
of fresh pork arriving in Boston from the west. Under 
supervision of the market inspectors, the load was con- 
demned and taken to a rendering plant for destruction as 
an article of food. 

It is not usual in September to find foodstuffs infested 
with insects. However, a carload of iceburg lettuce from 
California arrived in Boston and upon examination by 
the market terminal inspector, the lettuce was found to 
be infested with millions of small insects similar to aphids 
or lice. The contents of the car were condemned and de- 
stroyed under supervision. 

An evaluation of the inspection work shows an increase 
of some 6,893 inspections at the fruit and produce ter- 
minals. These were chiefly carload lots arriving in Bos- 
ton for distribution. As a result of the increased work 
done here, the condemnations increased. The inspections 
of pedlers’ carts and other vehicles show an increase of 
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8,042 pounds condemned. Here, again, much unfit food 
was seized because these vehicles distribute perishable 
fruits and vegetables to a large extent. 


EATING AND DRINKING ESTABLISHMENTS 


The cleanliness of glassware in bars, taverns, restau- 
rants, and other eating and drinking establishments was 
given more attention. Some 2,666 swab-rinse samples 
were collected for bacteriological examinations. This was 
an increase of 748 over the previous year. 


COLLABORATION WITH OTHER AGENCIES 


Close cooperative actions were taken and maintained 
with the Massachusetts Health Department, the Boston 
Licensing Board, the United States Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration, the Armed Forces Disciplinary Board, and 
other organizations interested in the protection of the 
public health through cleanliness and sanitation in foods, 
food handling equipment, and personnel. 

Pallets and stands have been installed in the majority 
of wholesale and retail food-handling establishments in 
the Boston market district to protect such food from con- 
tamination. ; 

During 1955, there has been much progress in the su- 
pervision and control of sanitary conditions and quality 
of foodstuffs distributed from and throughout the City 
of Boston. 
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BUREAU OF GENERAL SANITATION 


In ‘the early part of the year 1955, the men who were 
listed as “Environmental Sanitation Inspectors (Hous- 
ing)” were notified by the Civil Service Commission 
that their appeal had been acted upon favorably and 
their title was changed to “Environmental Sanitation 
Inspectors.” ‘This necessitated a redistricting of the city 
and an indoctrination of these men relative to inspections 
and inspection forms of eating and drinking establish- 
ments, food stores, and rinse-swab test techniques. At 
the present time, the inspection complement of the bu- 
reau is forty-two. 


IN-SERVICE TRAINING 


The in-service training program for all inspectors, 
which was inaugurated last year, was continued during 
the year. This consisted of a series of monthly lectures 
conducted under the auspices of the Massachusetts De- 
partment of Public Health. Also a series of monthly 
meetings was held by the Boston Health Department 
according to a program instituted by the Director of the 
Section of Environmental Sanitation. These meetings 
consisted of films, lectures, and field trips based on vari- 
ous phases of environmental sanitation theories and prac- 
tices. 

POLIO OUTBREAK 

During the summer months, a poliomyelitis outbreak 
occurred in the city. At every home where a case of 
poliomyelitis was reported, an inspector from this bureau 
conducted a complete investigation of the home and the 
surrounding neighborhood. These reports were submitted 
to the Section of Medical Services for a study to ascertain 
whether or not any phase of environmental sanitation 
could be responsible for the spread of this dread disease. 
The study failed to produce anything conclusive. 


FLOOD 


As a result of a backlash of a hurricane the city ex- 
perienced in August, a serious flood condition menaced 
various sections of the city. All environmental sanita- 
tion inspectors were alerted for 24-hour emergency duty. 
These inspectors visited every establishment where food 
and drugs were prepared, served, and stored. A listing was 
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made of each location that had suffered water damage. 
“Hold” tags were immediately placed on all food and 
drugs that had been exposed to water and sewage con- 
tamination. Subsequent inspections were made to deter- 
mine whether these items were safe for human consump- 
tion, or whether they had to be destroyed. Thousands 
of dollars worth of food, drugs and liquor were condemned 
in this manner. 

Parts of the Hyde Park, Readville, Dorchester, Mat- 
tapan, and West Roxbury sections of the city were 
flooded because of the overflow of the Neponset River. 
Cellars of homes and business establishments were sub- 
merged in water, and it was necessary for residents to 
evacuate their homes. Flood emergency headquarters 
were established by the Office of Civil Dfense in the 
Municipal Building in Hyde Park; inspectors from this 
bureau were assigned to these headquarters to assist the 
civil defense officials. These inspectors dispensed pack- 
ages of Steri-Chlor to the residents and the businessmen 
of these areas in an attempt to sanitize the flooded areas 
and minimize the possibility of outbreaks of disease that 
could possibly have resulted from stagnant water. When 
the waters had receded, a survey of the whole area was 
made by these inspectors. Every cellar that had been 
flooded was sanitized upon the request of the owners 
and large areas were sprayed with DDT by helicopter. 
It is noteworthy that no outbreak of disease occurred as 
a result of this flood. 


COMPLAINT BUREAU 


The work load of this bureau was greatly increased 
during 1955 because of the number of complaints re- 
ceived from the Complaint Bureau of the Administrative 
Services Department, City Hall. Only 50 per cent of 
these complaints, however, resulted in the necessity of 
the Health Department taking action. The chief of this 
bureau continues to act as liaison officer between the 
Health Department and the Complaint Bureau. 
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HEALTH DIVISION 
SECTION OF GENERAL SERVICES 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT OF INCOME — 1955 
NUMBER IssvED FrEes COLLECTED 
KIND OF LICENSE 
1954 1955 1954 1955 
Alcohol (methyl or wood)......... 371 320 $371 00 $320 00 
Beverage (manufacturing non-alco- 

DOUG) aero aay cac.< cieivivis Be 4 hss s 23 20 230 00 200 00 
TCORBPGOL ICICATIENG Se bic ccs le ced calens 2 2 4 00 4 00 
Day care, agency giving........... 47 say 47 00 57 00 
CNR ee eae es Wie ooh 's a t.4 wae 10 10 70 00 50 00 
POBCK COABGYER gc Be v.05 6d 2s we ww oe 128 114 1,920 00 1,750 00 
Garbage, (transportation of)....... 66 48 1,650 00 1,200 00 
Grease and bones, removal of....... 56 58 1,400 00 1,450 00 
aE Sepak 5h UR «ele Gemeee 143 124 365 00 319 00 
ACBLOTORTNN TE ay te triathS. tb o.trce ech chess s 3,363 3,498 3,363 00 3,498 00 
Punt nol ak aa aie ir 195 160 390 00 320 00 
Massage and vapor baths.......... 206 198 1,030 00 990 00 
Manure, removal of..........5.... 2 2 2 00 2 00 
Milk, oleomargarine, and cream..... 6,138 6,168 8,541 00 7,951 00 
ee Ge ai 64 64 6,400 00 6,400 00 
Milk, pasteurization of............. leg 15 170 00 150 00 
gE SET a) Sa a 74 62 370 00 310 00 
EOS 4 241 254 2,410 00 2,540 00 
Pedlers’ plates (district)............ 74 62 148 00 124 00 
Pedlers’ plates (market)............ 243 254 486 00 508 00 
PE PTICIGTINIG MOTHER =f... so) ss. o's oe ee 1 1 1 00 1 00 
Slaughtering and fees.............. 6 6 8,045 45 7,205 35 
CLL OS OA a a a 1 Z 50 1 00 

0 a ee 11,471 11,499 | $37,413 95 | $35,400 35 
Money ReEcrIvVED FROM OTHER SOURCES 
SEM cf taberouionis contecls. 2) 20002..1icl2| 4e8t 60 { 3,881.92 
TS oo a Fd ca ds olivia Sa Chea gees s ce 0 — 2 00 
Totals received from other sources.........,.....e00. $4,965 60 $3552) 02 
Ee las art wiv icons ahve wn eaN awd des whe aleaa’e $42,379 55 | $38,933 27 
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BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS 


TABLE ! 
Live Births, Stillbirths and Deaths in Boston, 1941-1955 
Allocated 
Rate PER 1,000 
: i i gan PoruLaTION 
opulation ive till- 
YEARS Estimated | Births | births | Deaths 

Birth Death 

Rate Rate 
LOAM. oie teeeee 773,879 12,764 305 9,524 16.5 Its 
1942 cies 3 8 eee 776,942 14,905 311 9,634 19.2 12.6 
LO4S ieee ks os eee 780,005 15,184 364 10,608 19.5 13.6 
IDA exotic 2 ctnt ok 783,068 13,717 328 9,909 17.5 12.8 
1945ec aed ic. ae 786,131 13,193 320 9,684 16.8 12.3 
1 946,a0e. fs hs eee 789,194 16,546 406 9,619 21.0 12,2 
194 7h. Bee ie vn 5, bhatt 792,257 18,111 423 9,753 22.9 12.3 
19AS ees hicios e's gala oe 795,320 16,967 381 9,618 PAS 12.1 
1949.8) fae ieee 798,383 15,563 326 9,270 19.5 11.6 
19502 sek ccc sheen 801,444 16,179 345 9,250 20.2 11.5 
19S LA... eee 804,507 15,322 328 9,617 19.0 12.0 
1952 Newesinies obteeace 807,570 15,255 315 9,337 18.9 11.6 
LS Ferenc cece 810,633 16,114 357 9,262 19.9 11.4 
1954. *e@eerereereeres ees ee 813,696 14,226 223 8,998 17.5 11.1 
MOS aay ohare cae a 816,759 16,255 319 9,421 19.5 11.5 











Population estimates based on U. S. Census figures for 1940 and 1950. 
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TABLE 6 


Live Births, Stillbirths, Infant Deaths and Rates, Maternal Deaths and Rates 
for 1941=1955 — Allocated 
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SECTION OF MEDICAL SERVICES 
BUREAU OF COMMUNICABLE DISEASE 


TABLE |! 
Resident Cases, Deaths and Rates for Certain Communicable Diseases 
ANTERIOR POLIOMYELITIS — 194521955 


: 2 . : Resident 
Resident Resident Resident Resident ‘ 
ae Cases Case Rate* Deaths Death Rate* Sc lfepearied 
1945 he oe sis oc oie cts 107 13.6 6 0.8 5.6 
1946 BRS eee oe eos he 31 3.9 1 0.1 3.2 
1947 50. Hoe ek eee 37 re 1 Ost D357, 
1948 Foes ees us ue LZ 1.5 0 —_ — 
19AG er oe oes state Dace Us PH ie 34.7 4 0.5 1.4 
19503 ae coe es ee 36 4.5 2 0:3 au 
19S Le eco cer ean ol 3.9 1 0.2 3.2 
LOS 2500 as oc ee 39 4.8 1 0.1 2.6 
VOLS Aaa | Fee Ree ae A 39 4.8 0 — — 
19542 ee nee monte cae 114 14.0 1 Uke 0.9 
1955 eee ee oe 834 102.1 32 3.9 3.8 
DIPHTHERIA — 1945=1955 
1945 rere i eicaist nine ae 50 6.4 3 0.4 6.0 
1946.25, Fe oo ree 157 19.9 10 113 6.4 
1947 a eS. 188 23.7 5 0.6 2.6 
19485 8. oc) 132 16.6 14 1.8 10.6 
EDAD cee si eterna es ake 215 26.9 30 3.8 14.0 
1950.85 os Saeeeeree 56 a0 re 0.9 12.5 
LOS Lr cae a bee ee 24 3u0 6 0.7 25.0 
1952550 ok ka eee 6 One 1 0.1 16.7 
LE ooh te «FR SRA ee i Wy 1.4 a 0.1 9.1 
1954 ye cee oa 7 0.9 1 0.1 14.3 
1955 Se. see a 12 VeD 1 0.1 8.3 
MEASLES — 1945=1955 
19045 Feats 6 citcre are etetarae 2,227 283 .3 0 — —_ 
19467... £6 5,939 752.5 1 0.1 0.02 
OAT ee ore ons ote 1,672 211.0 0 — 
1948 20 A. See 7,890 992.1 4 075 0.05 
1940 et, cena 864 108.2 0 —_ — 
}OS0 77 Nhe ee eee 2,383 297.3 1 0.1 0.04 
105 ee ee ete ee eee 4,774 593.4 1 0.1 0.02 
19525) eee 5,021 621.7 2 0.2 0.04 
LOSS are ot eee 127 15,7 0 — — 
195420 ck cei oe 5,799 W1267 0 — — 
LOSS i ee ee ea 2,259 276.6 3 0.4 0.13 








* Per 100,000 Population 
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TABLE 1— Concluded 
Resident Cases, Deaths and Rates for Certain Communicable Diseases 
MENINGOCOCCIC MENINGITIS — 1945-1955 


Resident 








Resident Resident Resident Resident : 
ase Cases Case Rate* Deaths Death Rate* igpercerey 

RSAS oC eae ees re 60 7.6 6 0.8 10.0 
OSG SRR Te ais ses 26 Sa3 3 0.4 Lies 
POAT ee ee ees 14 1.8 9 Vl 64.3 
VO4AR Arad oka Vale: 16 2.0 5 0.6 Blo 
MLE pliadies UIE Let cans, ape, Sea 8 1.0 2 0.3 20.0 
ADSO Me Ce eh are e ss 21 2.6 8 1.0 38.1 
AIG bagi Aa aay te a ie ee 12 1.5 7 0.9 58.3 
AU as SE Se eae ee 25 oer 8 1.0 32.0 
NUE dials ie, ca ei pis Ajedt 2 0.2 8.0 
RULE ine em, en ge 0 ele ae 41 5.0 10 1.1 24.4 
ROSSER So col aaa aie en rae 69 3.6 8 1.0 27.6 

SCARLET FEVER — 1945=1955 
ELD LORS ck sen ene 1,890 240.4 1 0.1 0.05 
POAG IIS Soo ek a 1,053 133.4 0 — —_ 
VALE IDR, Rot 0 | pac ae eee J 605 86.4 0 — — 
EVAR MRS Ce es foc 1,830 228.8 0 — — 
LE LOR Am, eee eee es 1,750 2190.2 0 — — 
RUSU Fate tee ce ae 910 ie espa 0 — — 
TOS 1B ee or ee a 647 80.4 0 — — 
RY fee ae a CA 596 73.8 1 0.1 0.2 
NODS eo rsa y oe 749 92.4 0 — — 
URN Ke ai Sion, ab ee 711 87.4 0 — _ 
LUE piesa a ee ae een 1,222 149.6 0 —_ —_ 

TYPHOID FEVER — 1945=1955 
UE eerie | ee ae ar 5 0.6 1 0.1 20.0 
A Op ee ae 6 0.8 0 — a 
LLL ly Bo ORL eae 5 0.6 1 0.1 20.0 
ULES oe sd eS er 14 1.8 1 0.1 (Aan 
PaO ee er cc ap 0 4 0.5 1 0.1 25.0 
AM ek 0 a 6 0.7 0 — ae 
DONT ees cece 4 0.5 0 os —- 
RS hole i 2 0.3 0 — — 
POS Fete Cees cas 2 0.2 0 a oa 
EY bs ye a 5 0.6 0 = — 
FOSS eee er As 8: 1 0.1 0 — — 

WHOOPING COUGH — 1945=1955 

LEO) 1,559 198.3 0 — — 
(ES 1,119 141.8 3 0.4 0.3 
ORG a 1,212 153.0 1 0.1 0.08 
Oe 549 69.0 6 0.8 Eel 
ee. yk cn os 1,244 155.8 0 — a 
UO 887 Mi Oe 75 2 0.3 O72 
bk 494 61.4 2 Ose 0.4 
oy A 385 47.7 0 — — 
OL 309 38.1 0 — —_ 
re 534 65.6 0 —_ — 
PR. a we as 202 24.7 1 0.1 0.5 


* Per 100,000 Population 
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TABLE 2 
REPORTABLE DISEASE EXPERIENCE — 1955 

Resident | Deaths | Nonresident | Totals 
Anterorpolonyeutisgcema. 2c: ere ae a 834 32 1,361 2,195 
Brucellosis c\vslaies 2s ke Ris setae + ale tie 0 - 1 1 
Ghichkenipox Weth os on die sleethc bien. s ators s 1,821 — 36 1,857 
Diphtheria vo. Peeee devel: eae e ek ee 12 1 5 17 
Dysentery, AUSTOTINS wes ches eee eaheten: 116 — 22 138 
ENCepUAlLIne ey hee se cloae ae oe oe oe ee 3 ~ ‘i 10 
German |Meaalesy:.\; Jbeeiagiae sess shee 164 - 5 169 
Hepatitis, infeptiouss.} =. sb. <a ses ¥e 3 13 90 
MBINTIR TS he eee th de SSL e re 2 - 3 5 
Mea slag den nik wah ee sieia es Se tens awk 2,259 3 158 2,417 
Meningitis infectious................. 29 8 68 97 
Mumps eens ctr ect acter a i obike 1,399 = 40 1,439 
Rocky Mountain Spotted Fever........ 0 = 2 Zz 
Scarlotiieversmeno ss ss dee os kas cea 1.2232 - 34 1,256 
Septin pare throat, ais sass ks vee ae ek 94 - 36 130 
WCtANUs) 0 css Fae noes hea kee as eaten ek 1 = 0 1 
Trichinogiss . £0 i 5is'ss 4 Vee iet s+ ee ok = 5 
PWIATOMIG Le: he eer es Fe h St na ce ae ee ~ 1 
A ¥PBOM f6Ver. Sose ss 3 ace eae se « 0 1 
Whooping’ cough: . . < gauy)s oeexs> +0 202 1 51 253 


er  — — 
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TABLE 3 
MORBIDITY AND MORBIDITY RATES FOR THE VENEREAL DISEASES 
1945=1955 
SYPHILIS GONORRHEA 
YEAR Population 
Total Cases Pao Early Cases aa eco dota) sr ad 
2945... bes 786,131 1,604 Pe 459 .58 1,792 2.3 
1946... = 25.5: 789,194 1,733 2.2 643 .80 2,067 2.6 
5947... 4624 792,257 1,325 Led 384 .50 1,784 2.2 
1948 Prey cc) 795,320 940 ee 151 .20 1,772 2.2 
BDAO 2.2 <8Su 798,383 804 1.0 155 .20 1,817 2.3 
BODO 6 <.0$i5% 801,444 564 0.7 99 a 1,577 2.0 
m5]. «Seen 804,507 598 0.7 76 .09 910 ie 
R952... Us. 807,570 664 0.8 101 .13 895 {yeh 
BOOS. «eer 810,633 632 0.8 52 . 06 960 io 
A ee 813,696 646 0.8 54 .07 1,045 1.3 
BOSD. 6 Gees 816,696 842 1.0 61 BOG 967 Bh 
TABLE 4 


SYPHILIS AND GONORRHEA LAPSED CASES AND 
CONTACTS — 1955 


Syphilis contacts and exposures 


ed 


Gonorrhea contacts and exposures.............0.6. 


EMU cs, a15:a.0 nh v oie Gv cve¥ele’s + oe 0 0'Meve'e 


Successful follow-up of syphilis. . 


Successful follow-up of gonorrhea 


ST Te, we en ih ai er ae we es | 


| 


Successful follow-up of syphilis contacts and exposures 


Successful follow-up of gonorrhea contacts.......... 


| Male | Female 


163 
19 
20 
13 


161 


167 
10 











Totals 


330 
29 
52 

151 


562 


252 
18 
46 
63 


379 
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BUREAU OF TUBERCULOSIS 


TABLE |! 


CASES AND CASE RATES, DEATHS AND DEATH RATES FOR 
TUBERCULOSIS — 1955* 














New Case Rate Death Rate 
Cases | Per 100,000 | Deaths | per 100,000 
PUlMOnary.s cee cee etavelars cate 0 Sets 722 88.4 152 18.6 
Otherforms vss hs ekle cca waoe e's 35 4.3 5 20 
AMiornis Ween Tee oes tetrs wees © une 400 92.7 157 Lg 52 
* Allocated 
Nonresident Cases Reported: 
Pulmonary : : 7 d : P : ; ; ; - 121 
Other forms : : : : L : f : 3 : ; 10 


Total. wf ek Sk 
Nonresident Deaths pee ek 


Pulmonary : , ; ; ; : : : , : 28 

Other forms 5 : : ; : : ; : : ; . 0 

Total . ; : : 5 - : : ‘ : ‘ : 28 
TABLE 2 


CASES AND CASE RATES, DEATHS AND DEATH RATES FOR 
TUBERCULOSIS ACCORDING TO RACE — 1955 


New Case Rate Death Rate 
Siew foasen Per 100,000 Deaths Per 100,000 
=| D> > 

Eas $.|¢)a) 2 | toe 

8 3 S S 3 3 8 3 6 

ra A i! = & ce g es 

= a = 

fy pee eee a = yb a = 
Chinese; : 958.5... 1,713 25 25 | 1,459.4 | 1,459.4 4 4 233.5 233.5 
Non-White.......... 24,503 87 90 355.1 367.3 15 18 61.2 73.5 
Whites. sn cance. 790,543 610 642 Tide 81.2 133 135 16.8 aly ae 


Totalior. ox 0.29 816,759 722 757 88.4 92.7 152 157 |. 18.6 19.2 
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TABLE 3 


PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS — 1945=1955* 
CASES AND CASE RATES, DEATHS AND DEATH RATES 


vos 3 heer ied ae ee N cere oy Dheeteg 

Cases 100,000 Deaths 100,000 
EPOD 5 wieiaee's as 749 103.6 479 60.0 
SMG iG. tes etRs 910 95.3 454 57.5 
UY rig: Saab be oa 818 115.3 481 60.7 
0. Mee) eee 910 103.2 411 51.7 
1940S tcae ea 862 114.4 378 47.3 
Sh Be 823 108.0 329 41.1 
A ee 752 102.3 301 37.4 
ROMA tse ems vo > 770 95.3 270 33.4 
DVS iiide bes ce ec es 764 94.2 210 25.9 
Pees cont as tet) 796 97.8 195 24.0 
i eet oe eee 722 88.4 152 18.6 

TABLE 4 


TUBERCULOSIS CASES BY TYPE FOR 1955, ACCORDING TO 
SOURCE OF REPORT 





PULMONARY OTHER Forms 

~~ we 

B a s 

3 g 5 3 

a>) 4 3 I 

& 3 o | i) 

em a ee} Zz 

OL DON Oly Ona) an 429 79 16 9 
Health Department clinics............. 73 — —_ — 
PetIVATOMDUNSICTUNS:..... .... 0s si- 0 oe ob one 85 17 8 1 
All veterans’ hospitals................. 88 12 6 — 
MAME IOPIOPAGE. 573155. ss oc ls osc ac peeve 10 — — — 
MST TISROTLINICHUC. fics cc cics che ccc ste oes 37 13 5 —_— 


10 


| 
° 
co 
pS 
a 
J 
bo 
bo 
-_ 
bo 
~ 
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TABLE 5 
PULMONARY TUBERCULOSIS,* CASES AND DEATHS BY AGE GROUPS AND SEX — 1955 


City Document No. 









































syy80 0D 
= 
& 
a 8088) 
———————————— OOO 
B | sqiwo 
” 
eo) 
eg | 
4 hela © 
va 
Bustiwettors 
nth 
° 8088) 
sy+8od 
Eo 
me 
-) soSBO) 
9 sqyeod 
nie 
+ S988 
° syed 
aw 
Be 8a88D 
5 
° e : sqzyVoqd 
O18 sosBa 
| 
cc) 
< © 2 sy7eeqd 
a Sosey 
Ew syqyBeqd 
a sasBg 
apy Yorba ada 8 
oa sasBc 
Oun syy8ed 
a SasBO 
a2 
HS 
a . sose 
Pin fe) 
000‘00T 49d 
eyey W809 
sqyBed 
000‘00T 19d 
O}BY VWSBD 
sosBd) MONT 
uornysindog 





et red Se | 

4S Brie e 2 

ad tet O10 MO ON 

N Ne a oD 1 oR Ts) 
© N AN 





Taig MMMM OMI oc eo Bay) Sad) De 
SY |. 7) ete see pecs 
eee aa MAD fads Sot 
= on | ia | ~ | co | ON ete aoa) | <a 
rm 
se 
Be ie) | HN le) | iw | rmeN HH Or oo 
— 
ae P| as EB 
meee rt |) fie FRR ele meereceiaes oto eee 
ite) Ne | | oe aby vet | a tre ow 
Or - 
Se i ces a PS eee 
ao are ak ae mN Fie NN aN 1) 00 
NN 
eGR et eee eee 
RN ied Gr I Oe a 
Lt dba Die ree 
Om tb dy BU ed eee tele Ac 
ll) cht SMe ees | 
SO Il Nett i eet lie ce 
eqyeod | | [| tL | te 
6) 17 co 
om ome lee 
SO Ss ee ene eens 
Cc 1. ie] AN ~~ co co for) ~ 
— re oD co oD ri 
N oD ito} ive} N bal ~~ N (=) 
ba st N N 
SS S&S 6S eee 
[o6] =H tr Ke So ive) Leal || N 
[o4) wD © on re é~ oD co a 
re rm ina) me 
N o> me Yen) (oe co m— uw N 
N N N N oo oD oo oD 
~ mo ne 
Co ve} N co N N oD oO Lten) 
uw fo) oD boa) oS (| co te wo 
~ N oO N N [oe] To] © oD 
Nel oo Blt oO rt oO rd wD r 
— uw ian) San N sH wo ita) nl 
[ee] ++ 4 
cco 
2 : : ; . : : : 
* [o) . . . . . . . 
‘ a a ; ‘i z : 
. 3 . . . . . . e 
a js0) E e ; : : ; . 
: 3 : = 2 = ; a 
ao ee ll” 
> 8 € 3 + Se 
: & 8 ¢ 3 2 
: § § © & oe 
>. 2 © § 3S 
cmt C4 a ° 3 Pe 
5S 2 & 2 & (sae 7 w 


83 


*‘TeyIdsoyY o}e1g u0Isog Aq pojiodar sasvd Je § 








ea tO 


HeattH DEPARTMENT. 


ES Slee ee ee ued | ahi nies 


ON AN iy 





‘OS6I — snsueyD se}B1g pezyIUs) UO peseq uOT}EINdOY Jovy, snsuey ft ‘Secgl — uOoTe[ndog poyeuys”A | *Pe}BOOTLY x 
= | I LR I I ICO I SO IS’ 882 IP F6SFIISS |202'T Take oa Se pane ae esoutTyy 
T |€ 16 16 aes! ar | V, iil Fae feed beeen S29 ered Ra Mech 
Gee et ie ot Eh den onan SS ee Te Be i ee ae PO. Gh bi SOG AS pes eee oe ee OFT M-UON 
aa Ae Aaah) SA aed MIRE rhs 19 =e 4S 1 ee 1 ee be a 
re lzg lee lotr lez lpor loc lect lp let le let lt l9e lo lzt lo |g lo liz locccccbce bette cfe cele tec e[e eee e eee eee eee S[B10 J, 
PE AEBS. 5 fer, fe Cem ae ee Pe em NE ee O's PAI SSS. - SSL at ee a uozysNIg 
oe tk org ara hs ae ae re Fee, are [ot ome tr tee of eee Eo Os a 
a) fe | tT See — ff J Js [Fs Js Js Js "Tr Ie F I L122 £00 £2 1 ee es AINGXOY 389 AA 
ical (os reed wemeat Ae mew roe) eof ald weet! Gorell toca en Sh peed og. fame eh el la ‘W 
core Amar a Bee ee Penne Bhs boeken foe bee te beat re oe [08> [8 Sh OST aay ERs Ge 1a ee §erepursoy 
r 16 |T |g bee|9 lite ie en eter tees me 6 CW 
wp ee eee at eS ee a ee ee ee ee ee “THGle ii DEPZERS 8276'S es ee oe oe yleg epAH 
paid Dor wean dof seta f Lod eels ee te | eee ee ‘W 
cee et ee oa Fe Gee So is oS eek ca ee Geer hr etn 1S SE 1d $986 .-/ Fe) /e0F Se} SS er" Ure[__ Voreurel 
6 1 Als AG tT 19 sere 2 ee A ee ee ee es Poms ae Ce 6 W 
Ne a ae ee eT ee on 1 ee, IG | Ie leze jez. izrete, [crt yynog ‘1ays9yoI0q, 
rue) oe ee hg T {2 mes ee ee ee ee ees be ‘W 
oP ov oa creas 80) fos) ee cei oe 1B ee erm 0 en i oP bh 80 120-1068 Sal i.“ *" "** "*UWON ‘o}sayoI0T 
ye 1k Yeh fe eee ee ies toe Oe ee eee re” BL a 


84 City DocumEntT No. 12. 


TABLE 6 


ADMISSIONS TO AND DISCHARGES FROM HOSPITALS OF 
BOSTON TUBERCULOSIS CASES — 1955 




















ADMITTED DIscHARGED 
HOospPiITaLs 
Male | Female | Male | Female 
Boston, SADRCOLI TI cmetercts Aika orsastocterecte) sane tenn op erent 323 140 
Rutland State Sanagtoruimic «2 oe ae ons owes oe 102 27 
North*Reading State Sanatorium........,...... 13 14 
Lakeville State Sanatorium so.8 eo. . tate ts. ccae 15 12 
Veteratis’MELOspitelaive weet tnat es cs ene os pres 187 — 
Channing Home..... Ore ae SL KLEE. — 11 
HesexCounty Sansone... ah et ees cele ee — — 
Middlesex County Sanatorium.................. 9 Ys 
Mount:Sinar Hospital’ .90.)... eee oe oo ke ee 6 2 
Nortolk County sane Corin ss oie coir eet cterereie sone 3 —_ 
Plymouth County Sanatoriumee ss .2.-- .-. 2s aoe _— 1 
Westfield State: Sana torruriiiess wows oo ctesac ates 8 oe 
LOtals yee seis occ dec cis hus ie Le 666 


875 


TABLE 7 


ALLOCATED DEATHS FROM PULMONARY 
TUBERCULOSIS — 1955 


INTERVAL BETWEEN DATE OF REPORT AND DATE OF DEATH 





CLASSIFICATION | Number | Percentage 
After deatin: PF «1:5 avon eeepc cerns oe ee eee 37 24.3 
Seven days.or lessc8. 4. a.m tiemin oe ie teu ¢c cle te fuse ee 5 3.3 
Hight to fourteen’ days, inclusive. /.... <0. as «+s. eee eee 5 3.3 
Fifteen to twenty-one days, inclusive. ............-scecccecs 5 3.3 
Twenty-two to thirty-one days, inclusive..................-. Z 1.3 
Within First Month Preceding Death................... 54 35.5 
Within second month ie sales snus steerer eters (slo cusi otras gree 1 oe 
Within third month’... ae cae cae ek oe eee 1 mf 
Withinfourth month tis. cae oin nc heat wien setter aie 2 Leo 
Within Gfth monthyc etre see te ites fo eens meee - = 
Withinjsixthsmon thei cto antes Shee cock ee 2 tS 
Withiniseventh month: . fic. cae clears stele cic okiccas aiievora tae een 1 ay | 
Within eighth month terse sentence oc ae oe 1 ae 
Within ninthomonths jess santero as cc oes oe ee 2 1.3 
Within:tenthtmonth: 2.2 s..caacnin che tities teeta ae 1 Ma 
Withinzeleventh month. .:.c6< cee eon te eee = - 
Within:twelfth month: .. 25s, .-a0o hs ero cea ee ‘é 4.6 
Within First Year Preceding Death...................... 72 47.5 
Withit secdnd YHar.. 2.0.2 ee bee ee ee 19 12.5 
Within’ third “year ci ea «<tc and cee ee eae hele ee ee 13 8.5 
More than three years preceding death.................ee00: 48 $1.5 
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TABLE 8 


ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 


PULMONARY OTHER Forms 
ee te cae nd Popula- TUBERCULOSIS | TUBERCULOSIS 
Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 
City Total...................--.-.. | 816,759 | 722 | 152 | 35 |S 
East Boston AND HARBOR 
ESSE ae villewe deca eee uk se os 5,829 1 — a — 
Ce | ee eee 4,347 2 — —_ —_— 
FS) TE eee er? Teo 6,439 1 — oo —_ 
ge eg EWE tee PR AS tee en 4,994 3 — — = 
7 Be Oe oe. ee ee ee 6,259 4 1 — —_— 
Peete haves Necks avaisssass.. 3,600 7 1 — ~ 
Ce ee Oe oe eee 2,533 1 — — — 
pe ee Bee. ee 2,934 5 _ 1 _ 
OR Se ee eee 3,177 1 _— —_— _— 
Se oe, ee eae —_ _ _— — — 
Ph Se are eee 3,232 — 1 — —_ 
eee 2,850 — —_— —_ _~ 
BPC T eee saves ie sce esse tease 4,958 — _ —_ _— 
(oe SN a re 2,144 4 — _— — 
Tag des ¢ces vecseess 53,296 29 3 1 0 
CHARLESTOWN 
RIE Miele is wins «Ses occ es oes 6,777 — ~ — — 
CORRS NTs wikia p05 0 cis 00 0 be 3 0K _— _ 1 _— _— 
0 er 3,319 6 1 _ _ 
ee eee _ _ —_ — — 
0 eee 5,148 4 —_ —_ —_ 
6 ae —_— _ _ _ _ 
BUG yb 2 sens scence veces 1,336 1 _ _ — 
en 1,311 _ _— — —_ 
SRI seis vc wv ces e se seveeusen’s 2,529 3 —_ — _— 
I G5, so wees besiewn esate 3,147 1 2 _— _ 
EES Wann Wislaatvee pees e'ee 4,620 5 1 — 
en 3,147 1 —_ —_ — 


a | ee | | 
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ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 — Continved 


PULMONARY Otner Forms 
neues eae Marines P opula- TUBERCULOSIS | TUBERCULOSIS 
Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 
Nortu Enp 
B= Li fetetokaliors tne 1o Gee mete insaus teres oe vats 4 3,861 2 2 _— —_— 
PS eves eee ous eaewarclew stp s 4,234 1 — 2 — 
a ae ot eee eS PO eee 722 2 —_ _ — 
Pods lacs epi rerees des vous hae 4,935 3 1 1 — 
Hi Daeuar seta fe tetera n hie dere artis eis bose ce 3,020 1 —_ —_ _ 
BeOink Lew thi whe Mat os SRE as hae wld 1,476 16 3 — as 
“LU OLAIS res Pere eee atest ae math eae ache 18,248 25 6 3 0 
West EnpD 
als cance eters so dere cad onan 7,409 9 2 — — 
TMZ Ash ceva vos base's ans + hee hears 2,524 2 —_— — — 
ioe ee) Cen ee Pee eek 1,798 1 — _— — 
Fi€ Save koh aba aaa Cones 5 ho cee ee 4,951 8 —— 4 ae 
ReaD ai toctsdels labs ate heim ctelets am, «efor enrm ave 5,128 9 —— — — 
Hoe PER, Se RAINE INO y 5 ee 5,392 1 _— —_ —_ 
Totale? O.cen £e bik iO aioe Ores tas 27,202 30 2, 0 0 
Back Bay 
JB pew reese sewer russ eet reren 3,653 Booby 1 _— — 
sen FIERO Pe ORS oe ares RES 4,185 8 — —_ _— 
6 A eR rs vader ie rears Pe 9,740 6 1 — — 
KrSACl, oe htes vo ps6 nade tae ee tee 6,458 6 — _— — 
Bt a Reyes ooh t feos cate ween a cee 5,715 4 _— _— — 
OME Fv ee haw als pote swaps eames 10,119 5 2 — Came 
TEs a ateteiets Resin ial tite ciekersctte cies Beit 6,932 2 — — —e 


ee | | | 
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ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 — Continued 








PULMONARY OrTueR Forms 

Fee ley Popula- TUBERCULOSIS | TUBERCULOSIS 

Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 

Sours Enp 
2 OSS GR See 1,168 5 2 — — 
for ae See Pe a Ones ere 2,715 28 6 —_ — 
2 Se an eee 463 — 1 — — 
JS Mintle (RNa BNee ae 621 1 — — — 
UES Wet) SA RASS ee 2,899 int 2 —_ —_ 
2) DAEs OC ae ea ree 4,015 9 4 —- 1 
eg ES a a ar Fg ae a 6,917 38 8 1 _— 
ce | Ae Se Se Sea Pee - eee ee 2,076 4 — 1 — 
PRE aE ahs om x ke anurra’ shee vs 5,263 14 5 — — 
Pe OP aS BS er ees 3,143 10 3 — —_ 
ES Bs gale Geli SSR I See na 5,065 12 5 —_ —_ 
(Ue ARS: A ies reas 5,624 16 3 2 — 
(Re SS Se Ae ee ea 5,410 13 5 — — 
ESD Ghee eA ey ee Se 2,875 14 1 1 —- 
ee i Eoweten s gu vip hosp 6 cai 2,905 1 — — — 
ee ee eee 3,404 5 2 2 — 
the) a Se ee! Eee 54,563 181 47 7 1 
SoutaH Boston 

OE ae eee 2,131 3 1 1 1 
Ei ress sb ee hs nc s Sele 2,978 5 1 1 — 
0 ee SS Se ae een es 4,123 1 —_ —— — 
Se eae eee eer 1,457 3 — — — 
te Aa ee 6,865 5 5 —_ —_— 
0 as 63 SS: ee 5,113 5 2 2 — 
SO tien es fa nh es eck = dale 3,324 1 1 — _ 
SEs els sins 24. slabs 0 +'s 0 oletp 5,521 4 1 — — 
SUNT ins Laas shi a 0s 2 oes Ses 7,437 6 3 — — 
RUE Gls Os tvs 5 9 0 2G soo bp « lets 5,742 3 — — = 
ne BS Be es PP Ses — 1 —_ _— _ 
DCM siti t a cras ses bees sess) 4,128 6 a — _ 
EDEN vist Rvasepasdevenasans 1,224 2 1 —_ — 
a TE LERERE EERE EEE CREEL 1,678 — 1 — _ 
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ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 — Continued 














PULMONARY OtHer Forms 
Senken a epctaes Popula- TUBERCULOSIS | TUBERCULOSIS 
Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 
Sourn Boston—Continued 
Ine © 02 heey (an, See cree i, — — — nee ae 
PHB as cree acer cin eters a tis ashes 3,949 — — 1 i: 
Pal Boies ti veri vsteed te connate — — 2 — a 
LOIS kes ay bilee baka haat tape tee 55,670 45 22 5 1 
RoxBURY 
Cl LF ties sare cette viesetevahe & e0ihes «sie 58% 1,561 — — — 
WE HE AO TORSO, PIDIGIC aie och: 4,886 6 2 — — 
COMETS revsbtek ai eae ees Jae ate — — —_ i Sell 
RPDica ss week res nite cae eae eee 5,687 7 — — — 
CO-SEL SoS fob e birch hg mee sees — 1 a — — 
Ca pis nbacs wnaciae eee a ree 3,708 6 —- a — 
Reloiisscstbousownd tse eeienagtnse 7,905 8 2 —_ 1 
BALE Gan. cie eve ceawiney oon ema — 1 — oo —_ 
WEG a Co eb pee oh inva inte Ps ee 4,583 10 1 _ _— 
-Go hepa highs «os duet ieaehaeee 3,968 6 2 —_ — 
a ere Pr ore Aner are eee: 4,419 7 — _ -— 
on A CEE © Seage geen Sey eee amen, oe ee — 1 — — _— 
BR B-vis'acdip atnsiewte Ann earrias d Ramue es 5,354 oe —_ — — 
AS i SRO Set ae eh Pe a, b: — — mone oe = 
gs ay Ee ee AE Pi ware 1A 5,216 7 —_ _ —_ 
Bb eis eee nen ees Babee ge ee 4,266 5 a —- — 
Brn D Pitacw eccin etraiee/mals sla ste ek gate 6,591 5 — — o 
B-Ore ace acbatteren ac atenas gianeme 4,372 4 3 1 1 
ade acs snahensemnx cactus sagen 6,256 6 — 1 —_— 
UH its cera as ee a ees ean ee 5,412 5 2 —_ — 
Und 2.5 cis bbe poiens vaales unis wasn 4,951 10 2 1 _ 
Oe Sa PS ky ee pe ood thik 6,927 1 _ —_— 
Useless cba cleats sc kvgea tems np eae 8,661 2 1 1 
O~-GA Trew scleh ss 5p 54 dneteen shane 5,606 3 _ _ 
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ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 — Continued 


PULMONARY OTHER Forms 

ey Nowein Popula- TUBERCULOSIS | TUBERCULOSIS 

Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 

Roxspury—Continued 
Pe ay Oe Ue ee er ee 6,826 3 — ~~ a 
yb ee eee Cee ae eee 4,681 4 — —- - 
Vine ey ee ee Ee ane nee 5,519 3 — 1 oo 
Vie Ogg Pb mee 2 oe re _ — — — — 
LO GHIG CRMs ei bie ote Ginhsts-cio0 6 yc 117,355 132 20 5 3 
DorcHESTER NORTH 

Pee LS (SU Tia A i ee ne 2,000 — —_ — oo 
Pe Scat a ee 5,249 2 —_ — —- 
Ce ec a a 4,240 5 1 —_ —_— 
en Oe OOO. eee 4,125 4 1 — — 
ee ee a ene eee 4,546 1 — — — 
pS Eee a re 4,074 3 — —_ — 
| a SS See 5,847 3 1 _ —_ 
ThE oye ya ee 5,925 6 1 3 —_ 
EEA doris spieid say ernie 6 sos 6,783 2 1 — _— 
8 A 8 4,046 2 2 — “— 
DRISCPE GGG EG sesh bcc. sc eesss 5,650 3 1 cod — 
a 4,644 4 1 — oa 
hy ear 4,267 — — —_ — 
call 5,719 3 1 — — 
ee 5,485 6 3 — _ 
ES OT eee 5,805 1 1 1 —_ 
ae 3,232 —_— —_ —_— —_ 
A Bs EA ee 7,841 2 —_ — a 
Tey wc) ss's tse esc'ccws ees 7,948 2 —_ —_ — 
RIT atc im 6 0.0 vps os es sme sa es 4,420 5 2 — —~ 
ie a esa 6,771 4 1 1 — 
EE cass via Lois e's-dinw's was 4,427 3 — — — 
ees 9,486 6 1 —_ — 


ee ee 


A ee errs eer 122,530 67 18 a) 0 
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ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 — Continued 








PULMONARY OTHER Forms 
Feet See Popula. TUBERCULOSIS | TUBERCULOSIS 
Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 
DorcHEsTER SOUTH 
a, Fees oles Pee an ab ses on as oe 9,934 7 2 — — 
KwGA i vice ci bemoans bie Sete Oe oRb es SO 5,830 2 _— 1 _ 
Po re ee eee 6,539 2 = —_ — 
ROG (ist cc ctreuhr i abage Yc ont 8,239 7 _ — — 
Pays cris etre ve saan re ee vst 5,749 2 — — — 
pe! Es oe See ee eee 7,961 3 — — —~ 
MeBis vce ete he eee RnGk rs camnite Ses 4,634 —_— —_— 1 — 
SROs atlaec cede sionals a wisi 5 Gre wie austen 5,129 — — 1 — 
As dis 00 vcere nine se ORS eee 10,603 2 oo —_ — 
>. CaS ee Arn ae? pono ase Cette er 8,114 4 1 —_ — 
2 Oe ee een ee eee oe 4,510 — 1 —_ _ 
Pita le os ekelt «asl 5 den eee bee 77,242 29 4 3 0 
JAMAICA PLAIN 
Veda eee Ce! PEER Fe Pee 3,799 3 — — — 
VES chicas oie he oh cen sion a nla 2,091 — a — — 
V4 B Sie ae bis eee vs le sieve Spiess Gia eae 3,825 3 —_— cat oe 
VeGE dienes ots Ee ee base 3 es Oe 8,904 7 2 —_ -- 
Ag ee ee eee ee pk ae 7,366 6 4 1 — 
WEA tues be coke iets coat ons ee 6,855 10 1 — a 
Weak. 5 owiehe ok sok es oy 5,463 5 —_ — — 
LOUIS asin ais be riowad a ete is aie hea ® 38,303 34 7 1 0 
Hype ParK 
ZV i -kandno% emt 3. «inp Seas 6 eae 5,768 2 1 1 — 
lB i ehi nk bs eee < Oe a 6,419 2 _ 1 _ 
FLO sigan g's Sees ees Eee 7,082 — — — = 
ye LEED EEE DD Pee Oe EER 9,659 4 — -— — 
DOtBIA iss ss khsh bes waters wees Pee 28,928 8 1 2 0 
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ALLOCATED TUBERCULOSIS CASES AND DEATHS 
COMPILED BY CENSUS TRACTS — 1955 — Concluded 





PULMONARY OTHER Forms 
Census Tract NuMBER P ete poe shee Me tarraig 
Cases | Deaths | Cases | Deaths 
RosLINDALE 
VO bay ESE | ee 9,157 1 2 _- — 
SN AE ES Sa on a 9,812 40 2 —_ oS 
DWV orcs ES IN 2) opie ie citaie sie 6, 010. slo ieksle’ oe 1,469 1 1 — —_— 
PRR Ca as eee eek ai ste 6 Foo 2,425 3 1 —- — 
ESB as oD See ee Se 7,606 2 1 — — 
WEISS BE pe SOMERS SAR SIO Sie cara 9,312 5 1 —_ — 
Vo ee ee — — oa — _ 
61S ce oes ie ee ee 39,781 52 8 0 0 
West RoxBury 
VITOR Wee Aud. Sia ae gee ee 5,579 — 1 —_ — 
Vite Posh 2. 6. a. 5,558 2 — — a 
\ fe) Son Onn. Senne eee 5,781 1 — -— — 
ee ee eae 6,086 2 — 1 — 
OUMMINENPe Vere Wass Cet ae see ees 23,004 5 1 1 0 
BRIGHTON 
i A ei na 5,470 4 1 — — 
eg 8,658 4 1 _ -— 
NE eee 11,385 5 1 — — 
Oe oe 7,089 3 — — _- 
MMERMOMC GUNG Beas scape cc sss — — — — — 
a EVs ors sia,05 0 e's 5 0 0'e 9,075 1 _ — — 
alg a a 5,737 5 — 1 — 
a aide in 6.6 a. v.0.0' 200 90 008 9,342 6 _ — — 
ERIE SG i's 0.8.0 eee 6'o's 0 0 g's 10,432 _— 1 —_— — 
CLO ST aay eel 67,188 28 4 1 0 


* 37 Cases reported by Boston State Hospital. 
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BUREAU OF DIAGNOSTIC LABORATORY 











TABLE 1 
ROUTINE EXAMINATIONS CLASSIFIED BY RESULTS 
FOR 1955 
EXAMINATION Positive | Negative | Doubt | Total 

Diphtheria ccc nu ute ttatsiatctsitinie hips sciekelc eee 0 11 405 —_ 416 
Dark Heid) s.s5ecpnonse oh sce ees hacen oe 1 — _— 1 
Gortorrheal cultures 45. 66 adie Ssistns wale ievee — 327 —_ 327 
Gonorrhea urethritis eco cuiacetes aces 194 1,792 — 1,986 
Gonorrheal ophthalmia..........2.0cceeee- 1 140 a 141 
Hinton testo iis che sans so <0 ses oes tae 1,525 20,369 544 22,438 
KAI teGh foe us pac oes 50 te ati as abs PO 302 1,420 178 1,900 
Kolmer complement-fixation test........... 338 1,700 172 2,210 
“TL UDELCULOBIS ((SDULUID) ale /c1 a tel ahernt olay hereto 1,020 8,685 236 9,941 
Tuberculosis (cultures) ............20000e8- 239 3,389 —_ 3,628 
Tuberculosis (guinea pigs)...........+2ce0. 143 1,559 — 1,702 
Typhow &Widal)]..5:, sectsecue sso ent. ss 16 629 — 645 
Enteric pathogens: . oe osc ce cles sic cla detec 83 485 — 568 


eee ete | ec |e ce | ee ey ee 


Totals e@ecesece eres eereceseeeeesreeeeseeeee — a — 45 ,903 
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CEI || OS'6F || ZOF SPSS | OLS L261 €I2'T TP6'6 ogee’ 986'T LRRS ehOGe poe T OS'S OO6'T | 8EP'SS | OIF st ee SOE 
CET || SOS‘6r || FoF CF6'T T6Z StP Org'T GLF‘OI | Z19'F ee6'T OStat Sor" |. —— 9 TIL’S F98'T | 9F8‘IS | 889 _-o SOR 
SEI |} OTS'LF |] 249d FILS | 6FE If ¢89o'T 986'6 660'F F9G'S OIT | SOF | E8I 6 10'S C6L'T | ZLL‘0% | 8I8 i eGR 
FFI |} L6S°SS || Ses 6SI'F | 90% GS 692'T L¥6'8 LZS'E Poss SZ LOF | 8S v SIl'e 668'T | €Fs'Se | 009 i Ecco 
StI || O1S*te || $e cee's | &Lt 9 09¢‘T L9T'8 601‘E €L1L'S ITT | 619 | FL24S Ir 290‘8 cIS'T | 99822 | 80e'T SOR 
pLI || t9c‘e9 || tre | zLo's | z¥e | 99 198 g19's | 2or'r | ese'e | cor | 9e¢ | Tee | 8 | gore | T9z't | Ise‘ee | eog’e |°°**oser 
Z8S || 9LE'SL || 896 cree | 892 19 166 €6L'9 9¢6'T 88's CCT | 909 | 96F IT 9€9'F 618'S | 62S‘0F | L8E'S “"*""6Pr6l 
62S || SEZ‘E8 |} TOT'T | 6FI‘S | 692 Ofl'F | F8L 066‘ 092 800‘F LST | 269 | 889 8 €08'9 L19'S | SPE'ES | FLAS > RPOr 
192 |] T9¢'26 || ges‘t | 11‘ | Ize | I80'2 | S66 6Ic'p | SIF wees =| 482 | sez | aes «| 8 «=| co's | zoz‘e | Ite‘zo | ozs'e |*****“Zr6r 
922 || 688°66 || TI8‘e | s99‘e | E98 P8I'S | 9EL‘T 10S‘F LOP LSL‘9 FES | OF6 | SFI‘'T | 8S F189 oLP'sS | LSOF‘6S | SZ6'S |°° °° OFOI 
> 4 2 wn 2 . 4 4 Q ala old ale < by s 
¢) e | eel f |e 12 | | we | os | of (o8| El sel] 2] ¢ | EB] eB |e 
> ae ~ oO & anne 1 g &,° ro) S 3s = Seg mr ° 5 ° ot 
8 Beajeree | EB Se | 82 | 89 | SR lee] g | O8 | S| g 4 é 5 
5B ® 5 3. Ae = Be ap |B | ® oB o B g 3 5. 
3 Batt ies. |." ar 2 | we | BE |SE| | ss | =| 8 ta . 
J Sa = o a , re S eet 4 =i uvax 
& @ % a oe: gS | 8 & 
< o Re S 5 eI + 
a oo a °o = 
Bm 3 S° 
o 5 
5) 


SS61-9F61 “SUVAA NOL YOd SNOILYNIWVXd AUVLINVS GNV SILSONDVIG 


cf ATaVL 
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BUREAU OF PUBLIC HEALTH NURSING 


CuiILD HYGIENE VISsITs: 


TABLE |! 


VISITS CLASSIFIED BY TYPE 











New cases . 16,277 
Old cases . 41,192 
Parochial school children | 2,754 
Total cases 
Number of office visits 
Number of homes visited 
COMMUNICABLE DISEASE VISITS: 
New cases . - ‘ ; 7,005 
Old cases 2,035 
Total cases : ; ; 
Anterior poliomyelitis . 1,034 
Chicken pox . 1,973 
Diphtheria 55 
German measles 152 
Measles . , ; 2,076 
Meningococcic meningitis : ; 66 
Mumps . * ; : : 1,228 
Ophthalmia 80 
Scarlet fever . : ; : : 1,210 
LYpnOldstever ag Be 34 
Whooping cough . : 199 
Miscellaneous 2 
Patients not seen . 683 
Wrong address 248 
Number of office visits : 
Number of homes visited 
TUBERCULOSIS VISITS: 

New cases . 1,430 
Old cases 13,461 
Total cases : 
Positive cases 4,337 
Contact cases 8,720 
Suspect cases 272 
Patients not seen . 1,408 

Wrong address 


Number of office visits 
Number of homes visited 


Tora. VIsIts TO CASES 
ToTauL OFFICE VISITS 
TotraLt HomgEs VISITED 


TIME SPENT ON MISCELLANEOUS VISITS: 
Investigations, homes for convalescent and aged . 


60,223 


14,891 


Patients accompanied to hospitals and sanatoria . 


Day nurseries 


Parochial schools 
Baby and preschool conferences 
Tuberculosis clinics 


Eye clinics 
Ear clinics 


Camp examinations 


Unit relief 


Nurses’ conferences 
Time i in station — clerical . 
Time in station — nonclerical 


Total 





250 
. 48,526 
89 
7,954 
80 
6,634 
419 
63,114 
Hrs. Min. 
237 — 50 
147 — 30 
948 — 10 
14,896 — 40 
15,588 — 45 
6,740 — 25 
272 — 55 
4 — 30 
122 - 10 
788 — 35 
3,334 — 25 
25,369 -— 15 
12,115 — 40 
80,566 — 50 
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SECTION OF LOCAL HEALTH SERVICES 


REPORT ON PREMATURE BABIES — 1955 

LIVING Drap 

1,024 . ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ‘ ma Th Ba" 
TABLE I 


REPORT OF THE PUBLIC HEALTH PHYSICIANS — 1955 
ACTIVITIES AT HEALTH UNITS EXCLUSIVE OF WELL 
CHILD CONFERENCES 


Vaccinations . ‘ é , ¢ 3 : : F . 2,394 
Vaccination certificates . ‘ : : t . ._.1,500 
Initial combined diphtheria and tetanus toxoid t ; . 1,525 
Booster doses (combined diphtheria and tetanus toxoid) : ‘ 378 
Typhoid-paratyphoid inoculations. : : ; ; ; , 66 
Physical examinations . : ; : ! . : : Tis ep BY ed 
Camp examinations een ss soe es 63825 
Day nursery visits . é : : ; : } ‘ : ; : 177 
Children inspected... ee ge FONE) Vy cee eae Is 
Health unit roof nursery visits. : : : : : : ? 54 
Children inspected . ee fab Li ge ik Oe 
Total gamma globulin injections at health units : : ‘ 277 
Total eee oe. | lore ae, |. 16,704 

TABLE 2 
REPORT OF MEDICAL SUPERVISION IN THE PAROCHIAL 

SCHOOLS 
Visits P : ; ; ; é : ‘ ; : sa 6082 
Number of inspections ee ee i ee ROM gc.) ie ALO Oee 

Number readmitted : y ; : : : : : ; : 81 

NE a etre gy oge Sgt nm nyoennge ey 210 
Physical examinations . . ‘ ‘ 2.210 
Initial combined diphtheria and tetanus toxoid : , , "459 
Bouster doses (combined diphtheria and tetanus toxoid) : i page ck 
Polio inoculations in first and second grades of school . ; wee cel Oe 
47,042 

TABLE 3 


EYE CLINIC REPORT OPERATING AT CHARLESTOWN, SOUTH 
BOSTON, WEST END AND WHITTIER STREET HEALTH 
UNITS 


Total visits to clinic ‘ : ; ; ‘ , : Siem ee se OR 
New cases i : : : : : : R : ; : i 399 
Old cases . : Se Aes A ee SOF aie cts 834 
Prescriptions for eyeglasses : ind “oe wel ell ta 244 
Medicine . eA es ee a re ee. 24 
Referrals to hospitals Pe ee ee a oe ue oe T< 48 


(ny 
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SECTION OF ENVIRONMENTAL SANITATION 


BUREAU OF MILK AND CHEMISTRY 
TABLE |! 
LICENSES AND PERMITS ISSUED IN 
1954 AND 1955 





Kinp or LICENSES OR PERMITS | 1955 | 1954 | Increase | Decrease 

Milk licenses — stores. .........sesee%eees- 3,915 3,940 0 25 
Milk licenses —<"veliicles. . 2... 45... 60.03 oss» 114 107 
WMebi Clem er is trs ONS csc cte.cy «re aie ote ere cus eee 705 688 17 
Oleomargarine registrations................ 1,410 1,364 46 
Licenses to manufacture frozen desserts...... 114 128 0 14 
Permits to sell or deliver frozen desserts..... 3,498 3,363 135 0 
Fertaite.10 pell 6reauy: 5 5.22% +s» +2 - Gas sees 22 - 35 0 13 
Licenses to maintain an establishment for the 

pasteurization .o1 mille os 2 yeti ace ieee wae 15 17 0 
Permits to sell or serve milk from a dispenser. 139 85 54 0 

TABLE 2 
EXAMINATION OF FOOD AND WATER 
Miscellaneotis foodstuffs... so... 565 oc scs eee a0 oes 6 ace 5) 0 aetna 31 
Water (for potability) - co.cc ee wc ee ee nie cae os oie «ne ee 2,482 
Water (for origin) ..0. 0 oo ce eee os coc cc dese ce cee ee 5s theese nate =a 40 
Total samples sieve eis cc eec 0's 5 0c sod 0 oe eles ew Fhe a ene 2,553 


TABLE 3 
WARNING NOTICES ISSUED BY BUREAU OF MILK AND 


CHEMISTRY FOR CALENDAR YEAR 1954=1955 


| 1955 | 1954 


High counts, standard plate count method, pasteurized milk and 


9: h 0 ne ee ee eee ee, ee eS 54 74 
Warnings on direct microscopic clump counts...............s++e08.. 2 0 
Warnings:on-eoliform: group ems sire ireriene ake ee et ee 143 189 
Kirst notices on: high:count rawimulk.. co... ic. sss cee. secs, ee een 9 31 


Total Notiggssa.. so. cccakesit a eee ee Leis Sek ea tala eee 208 294 
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TABLE 4 
AVERAGE COUNTS 


99 


COLONIES OF BACTERIA IN ONE CUBIC CENTIMETER MILK, 





PASTEURIZED 
Monta | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 
Ar EN, 2a i es a 4,100 4,000 5,100 
WROTUaTy Wed oc oR Oe es cs 4,300 4,100 4,000 
INVEGE UL eee es at se tte hie ee 4,500 4,100 3,500 
ATA ea yee. Pete Nee: 6 3 Ss. « 5,200 5,200 4,200 
Tlie reg )) a 1-2 ae 4,000 3,900 3,900 
PUNO anes «Mt ee cowie. 4,800 7,600 12,300 
STL ees 1) 118 aa 4,400 4,900 5,800 
AIS Ge RS woo ote ews ate 4,700 4,300 7,300 
BepteriDerwens ©... te ss. ass 4,300 6,300 5,200 
Oprover wwe. < Hee ees ee y 3,900 6,500 3,800 
Wovemberes..cce eres oad 3,700 4,300 3,500 
DQBCOMDET Ae. Goes es ke we 3,300 4,200 3,200 
MOAT WV AVOTAPC 6 chic 3 sia ss 4,300 4,900 5,100 
TABLE 5 


1953 


3,500 
3,200 
3,600 
3,300 
3,500 
4,700 
4,400 
4,600 
4,200 
5,600 
3,400 
2,700 


3,900 


= 


3,300 
3,500 
2,600 
2,900 
3,600 
3,600 
4,200 
3,900 
3,100 
3,800 
2,900 
3,100 


3,400 


SAMPLES COLLECTED AND EXAMINED BY THE BUREAU OF 
MILK AND CHEMISTRY, 1955 








NUMBER OF SAMPLES 





3 
= 
_4 2a 
Sources 3 3 S38 
3 3 ‘Eo 
g.8 2.8 
o tS) 
Gq g a g 
Ok a 
i) 5m 5 
HH Ey By 
Milk and cream from vehicles. .........0.....0000- 11,253 4,411 6,842 
DMisiieancd cream from stOres..........020ccecccenes 3,590 3,156 434 
Raw milk and cream as received for pasteurization. . 6,530 — 6,530 
Milk and cream from other sources (No data for classi- 

CREME Sige Soy, oo, yy velicg sau kawas ous 300 148 152 
TS eS sas aialg 4:0 wie eed Fare Male sl eles 118 59 59 
NN Rg RSs oe aise a Chta cesdee ae Fein Malwa 80 80 — 

Total samples collected and examined by Bureau 
ren riile and (NOMISUy . <sietc sec ante wo oss pees 21,871 7,854 14,017 
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TABLE 6 


AVERAGE COUNTS 
COLONIES OF BACTERIA IN ONE CUBIC CENTIMETER 
GRADE “A” MILK 











Monta | 1950 | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 1955 
JRTRUATY «6 Stes ae a cere eb eres ih oe 800 1,000 900 700 600 600 
HeDruaryieweiet. «ee eens fe wot e 900 800 1,300 700 700 600 
Marohsi'< Geman -.6 teres om & 1,000 900 1,000 700 500 600 
Aprils <.. Gee ae ee eas aoe 900 800 800 600 500 800 
VERY Biss Ws ROE Aue Be ewer 800 800 1,000 800 700 900 
JUNG leo nee des GARE ere’. aa 1,000 1,100 1,300 1,000 600 1,100 
STG S. od Ree Oe Barats 900 1,000 1,100 800 1,000 1,000 
AUGUSt 4 Pies beh ie wee 900 1,100 1,800 1,000 1,200 800 
Septemberset se sa seeks 5 «i 800 1,500 1,000 700 1,300 1,000 
Oatetiar b okd ace Ahh Ae 6 700 | ,1,000} 1,000] 1,300] 1,000] 900 
November tne #0. coehhe «ese 800 600 1,100 1,000 700 700 
Decaeniberiocyes +: Vatigis se 700 700 800 700 500 500 


Yearly average............3. 900 1,000 1,100 900 800 800 
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BUREAU OF FOOD 
TABLE | 


ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU OF FOOD 


Inspections of assigned districts, routine . 
pg Se ae 
Inspections of market district (City proper) 
Inspections of fruit and produce terminals 
Inspections of vehicles 

Inspections of stands . 

Inspections of bakeries 


Inspections of the sale and manufacture of frozen 
desserts 


Inspections of milk 


Inspections of establishments for the manufacture of 
nonalcoholic beverages 


Inspections of boarding homes, day nurseries, and 
hospitals 


Inspections, special 
Total inspections . 

Nuisances abated . 
Complaints received and adjusted 
Victualers’ applications from Licensing Board 
Establishments visited and smears and samples taken . 
Legal notices served 
Analyses of food and drugs 
Hours spent on special duty 
Cases in court 

Fines 

Guilty 


12,490 

395 
20,238 
24,296 
47,455 
17,388 

878 


354 
50 


40 


93 
2,005 





Hearings on sterilization in public eating and drinking estab- 


lishments 


101 


125,682 
218 
220 
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TABLE 2 


FOOD CONDEMNATIONS IN POUNDS, 1951-1955 


Foops | 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 
Canned goods............+. 19,805 92,118 26,889 56,889 64,478 
Dairy products saseemane nels: 12,881 7,759 5,455 10,365 12,716 
PT Ree 2) 8). ee 6,584 2,298 315 568 2,726 
BPO cis sienna eee ss wa es 236,100 245,880 175,179 114,611 315,585 
CSTOCOTIO’ aya ope SON ps a o-<'s 72,672 281,092 55,644 70,337 44,372 
Meats 
DIGAC He Vom s055.t Rhee cs Hes 15,268 31,568 7,229 13,155 53,030 
POUltey Wis bbe oa ious os 6,119 5,444 3,998 4,717 6,119 
Seafoods: 
Wish. |: ; Mita. 008 hee saad 9,299 3,660 1,347 3,716 5,044 
Bhalfsh c.7a 59s e or canes 1,911 83 28 122 1,547 
Vegetables iss: .. 0s. 0622 es 607,999 666,423 | 1,093,816 | 1,624,227 | 2,797,720 
Miscellaneous...........+.. 5,300 12,007 17,577 7,309 56,777 
Totale iis wees > chin Se 993,938 | 1,348,332 | 1,387,477 | 1,906,016 | 3,360,114 
TABLE 3 


BACTERIOLOGICAL EXAMINATIONS OF EATING AND DRINK= 
ING UTENSILS FROM BOSTON RESTAURANTS IN 1955 


Number of restaurants visited 

Number of cases where glasses were examined 
Number of cases where cups were examined 
Number of cases where spoons were examined 
Number of cases where forks were examined 
Number of cases where plates were examined 


Miscellaneous examinations 


Total number of samples examined 


609 
644 
507 
474 
489 
454 

98 


2,666 
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TABLE 4 


ACTIVITIES OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF PEDLERS 
LicENSES IssuED 


Market — fish, fruit, and vegetables 3 : : E : ‘ 254 
District — fish, fruit, and pexciabirs ; : ‘ : : : 62 
Ice — permits ; i : ; ; , : 160 
Grease — permits Me We a te 58 
Ee 48 
Manure — permits. , ; ; : : or, waned YG. 2 

PemIIVOr meITIGIST.) fe a 584 
DUOMMCREPTIINOUUIATICOABSOG). .) wf kk fw ote) 15,225 

FREE LICENSES 
SerepmUITIADMOMNOMN kt tw 5 
Newspapers — permits SS Eee ee 3 
TABLE 5 


ANIMALS SLAUGHTERED 

















YEAR | Cattle Calves Sheep | Goats Total 
aD ee ay Ens EWE eye Sas na 21,471 91,240 4,057 420 117,188 
COO cca aks wisiiny d+ ¢ 24,357 100,673 3,488 1,100 129,578 
Deeg ok «xsi nck.s.0 © 24,421 95,891 2,538 1,585 124,435 
Poe se Oe 15,988 94,066 2,168 1,135 113,357 
BOOM Gels waka deciee<s ss... 12,26F 100,685 2,878 1,185 117,012 
ee ey os pn 6 > 9.0% 11,413 111,329 2,969 1,290 127,001 
SAN 7,788 102,459 2,453 943 113,643 
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TABLE 6 
TOTAL WEIGHTS OF CONDEMNED ANIMALS AND PARTS 


CATTLE CALVES 
Pounds Pounds 
3 Septicemia.............% 1,085 27 Dying condition........ 1,305 
A MSINACINUOLY eee oe 210 2 Pneumonia. 7 So01 een se 190 
ce CLICATOIIE si 00s cis bo 1,325 8 Underweight........... 180 
1 Extensive bruises....... 200 1 Omphalophlebitis....... . 65 
WI GtItIN: Sheets ce ss 678 4 Polyarthritis,.......... 240 
MPL ASUIMONIE. seks cores 270 10 Septicemia............. 580 
2 Tuberculosis........... 715 -18 Immaturey 32 eee 650 
Pee KeMnia 20756, «24 > e 270 1. Icterusy?. Soe hetmaras: 55 
—— 8 Extensive bruises....... 435 
bNephritiss2) 1. saan ae 65 
SD LCATCOBBOR Soha 4 ne she 4,753 . 80. carcasses....3..0..3-: 3,765 
SHEEP 

Pounds 

1. Peritonitis: : .. page 45 

2 Dog bite. ....... i.e 160 

3 CALCASEES ...4. 1c eee 205 

Total weight of 96 condemned carcasses............ 8,723 lbs. 


PARTS OF ANIMALS SHOWING SLIGHT LESIONS OF 
DISEASE (Condemned) 


CATTLE CALVES 
Pounds Pounds 
76 Livers Abscess........ 912 1 Liver Abscess.......... 
21 Livers Angioma....... 252 
2 Heads Actinomycosis.. . 16 
11 Hearts Pericarditis..... 88 
110 1,268 1 a 
SHEEP 
Pounds 
none 
Total weight of condemned parts................+. 1,272 Ibs. 
Pounds 
96 condemned carcasses.......5..+s2.++s 5s een 8,723 
111 condemned parts of carcasses................+. 1,272 
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TABLE I 
ACTIVITIES OF THE BUREAU OF GENERAL SANITATION 
1955 
Comemeavestigated =. =. ww Ue. «10,860 
I a eh) ele eee 80,065 
Defects noted: 
UP) ts lw 4,941 
Maintenance . ‘ : : : ; : : F . 18,335 
a 13,314 
Reinspections 7 oa : : : ; vein . 30,646 
Official calls . : ; ; ; j : ; ene. : . 12,181 
Routine inspections: 
Tenement houses . : ; ‘ : : ; : ‘ : 2 967 
OOM RMMIPOUMC . lw lw kl 4,369 
Private lodging houses : i ; : : : : : 542 
Public lodging houses . gialr, ; : : : : : 152 
Halls and theaters : 4 ; é : ‘ : : : 1,236 
Mechanical ventilation : ; ate ’ : : i 644 
Undertakers’ funeral homes : : : ; : ; : 47 
Dumps . : ; . : 7 : : . : 3 ; 343 
Stables . : : : : ; : ‘ : : : : 48 
Live fowl : : ; , , : : : : 71 
Passageways examined ‘ : : : ; : : ; 3,313 
Yards examined . ; , : ; , ; : : ; 9,396 
Reumtorsexamined - SO 2,151 
Records filed: 
Tenement houses . : : : : : : : eat 1 
Three-family houses. ; : ; ; : : Z : 1 
Private lodging houses : ; : : é : : : 279 
Water closets: 
Light and ventilation peeved : . s : ; ; : 162 
New, installed ; : “ : : : F ; 14 
Removed from cellars . ; } : : F - : : 68 
Drainage conditions remedied: 
House drainage .. : i ny i SE AO a 1,739 
Surface drainage . ; ; : aa ; : isco 188 
Notices served: 
Preliminary . ; - : : A ° : : 7 . 11,665 
Final : : : : : ; , : ; ? F 905 
Nuisances abated . ; : ‘ ; ; : : : : . 11,435 
Prosecutions . : , : : : : , ; ; : : 26 
Hours in court. : ‘ : : ‘ i ; An LOTR oe 733 
ot) aa Sac eg, ee a, ees 1 Yat | 
Supervisory inspections : ; : ; ; : ; : : 2,816 
Swimming pool inspections os ati (> Oe Mts Sp tees 195 
Bathing beaches . : > ee Nl YA ihe ee aa een ea 81 
Samples collected: 
MEO DOUADUItY of | se elle 2,979 
Water for origin . ; : : : (eae art a 40 


Rinse swab . : ; : : : : : “ ; : 215 
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TABLE 2 
LICENSES AND PERMIT INSPECTIONS 


Victualer 

Ice Cream 

Ice cream manufacturing 
Nonalcoholic . ; 


TABLE 3 
RESULT OF COURT CASES 


Guilty and filed by court 
Guilty and fined . ; 
Filed without finding . 


Dismissed by court because nuisances were abated at time of the 


trial 


TABLE 4 
REFERENCE TO CITY DEPARTMENTS 


Building Department . 
Real Property Department 
Fire Department . 

Public Works Department . 
Boston Housing ER 
Park Department 


Administrative Services Department: 

Complaints Division: 
Complaints investigated and return reports made 
Cause for action found : 
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REGISTRY DIVISION 


TABLE | 
TOTAL ANNUAL STATISTICS FOR 1955 


Live births, including children of nonresident parents . . . 23,240 
BT 405 
Children born out-of-town of Boston parents. . . .~ . 2,676 
ES SSeS Co) rrr 7,811 
Marriages solemnized in Boston ee tO) ae kee) 6,181 
Marriages of Boston residents solemnized outside of Boston A 2,253 
Deaths, including nonresidents . : : ‘ ; “ ; . 12,088 
Deaths of residents which occurred outside of Boston . : : 1,119 
TABLE 2 


MARRIAGE LICENSES APPLIED FOR, RESIDENTS AND OUT 
OF STATE, 1955 


No No. 
January . ; : ; . 459] July : ; : ; . 5603 
Deerveme: «ltl lh .l|CUALL | August... 2S . 886 
eee 449.) September...- ...--. + 872 
April eros,  ,. 20°) OCwOOEr .: . «+. 2, 408 
May ere \ ey ool. \eNovember = .2) % ©... ..¥ (507 
June et |e . Odd.) December © .7 % (.1 479 


Ot iis ley el, Biles kee Pt 
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TABLE 3 
BIRTH RETURNS, RESIDENTS AND NONRESIDENTS _ IN= 
CLUDED 
(Physicians received $0.25 for each return) 
YEAR | Number Amount 

January, 1955. ; . ; ‘ : 1,793 $448 25 
February, 1955 . : ; . , ; 1,723 430 75 
March, 1955 ot eo eer 1,960 490 00 
ADULAGUOD Me oe Tear cg ees) Jah ae 1,917 479 25 
AY ESS pb Ae ae ate RE ae 2,028 507 00 
JUNE OOO Ut rawet SN So aie Pe 199 49 75 

DUAL E late a Gee oi: at 9,620 $2,405 00 

Less amount deducted for city institu- 
tions for which no fees were paid . 1,277 319 25 
OUR Es ee 8,343 $2,085 75 
EXPENDITURES FOR BIRTH RETURNS 
YEAR | Number Amount 

April 1955 Giga pe a te 4,646 $1,161 50 
DEY 21 05th ne ety se 3,697 924 25 

Total. “so Aa eh eee Pe 8,343 $2,085 75 


* Physicians’ fees discontinued in July in accordance with new legisla- 
tion. 


S 
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TABLE 5 
APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES 
Dr. Cr. 
January 1, 1955 December 31, 1955 
100—Permanent employees: 100—Permanent employees: 
Registrar, assistants, and Registrar, assistants and 
clerks . . $126,651 00 clerks . $115,289 95 
110-Temporary employees . 1,290 00 | 110-Temporary employees . 1,135 20 
270-Repairs and _ servicing 270-Repairs and _ servicing 
equipment : 300 00 equipment . 240 95 
280-Transportation of foe pinta ise of Ae 
sons ; 60 00 sons 44 52 
290-Miscellaneous contrac- 290-—Miscellaneous  contrac- 
tual services 10,200 00 tual services 8,352 70 
360-Office supplies and ma- 360—Office BUpDUES and ma- 
terials . : 9,000 00 terials . ; 8,440 92 
390-Miscellaneous _ supplies 390-Miscellaneous supplies 
and materials 25 00 and materials r 20 79 
490-—Miscellaneous current 490-Miscellaneous _ current 
charges and _ obliga- charges and _  obliga- 
tions ’ : : 136 00 tions eg Ee ae 119 00 
590—Miscellaneous equipment 50 00 | 590—Miscellaneous equipment 15 00 
i 
$147,712 00 $133,659 03 
————_——— | Transferred to other Re ap 
ments . 10,860 00 
$144,519 03 
Balance 3,192 97 
$147,712 00 $147,712 00 
——— ——t 
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Weights and Measures Division 


GENERAL POWERS AND DUTIES 


The primary duty of a sealer of weights and measures 
is to see that equity prevails in all sales of commodities 
or services which involve the use of weighing or measur- 
ing devices in determining the value thereof. Our weights 
and measures laws are based upon this principle, and the 
sealer is held directly responsible for their enforcement. 


The Mechanical Division involves the inspection, test- 
ing, sealing, or condemning of the equipment used in 
weighing or measuring. The sealer inspects and tests 
with working standards every scale, weight, measure, or 
weighing or measuring device which comes within his 
jurisdiction. ‘Those that are found to be inaccurate, 
worn out, conducive to the perpetration of fraud, or show 
evidence of having been tampered with for dishonest pur- 
poses are condemned and eliminated from use until re- 
stored to proper condition, when they are again tested 
for accuracy. Devices that are found to be correct with- 
in the established tolerances are sealed. 


The work of this Division consists in the prevention 
of short weights or measures and of faulty or dishonest 
practices that would, if allowed to continue, result in un- 
fair competition to the honest merchants of this city. 


The following two examples will prove the value of 
the work of this division to the citizens of the City of 
Boston. Frequently, due to normal wear, scales have 
been found to show errors of a quarter of an ounce. If 
these scales were used to put up 500 packages a day, a 
small number in the modern self-service chain store, and 
the average value of the merchandise being weighed is 89 
cents per pound, the value of this error becomes 500 x 
89 x 1.56 or $6.94 a day, or $2,082 for a year, that con- 
sumers are being overcharged. If the scale in question 
were giving overweight, the owner of the scale would 
have lost this amount of money in the same period of 
time. 


112 City Document No. 12. 


The second example also will point out the importance 
of accurate weighing or measuring equipment. The fol- 
lowing item, taken from a national food magazine, shows 
how serious the problem is when it happens to big busi- 
ness. A large chain store claims to average 1,543,528 
customers a day. Two thirds of them purchase at least 
one article sold by weight. If the scale used were in er- 
ror by 1 cent in undercharging the purchaser, the chain 
store would lose $10,000 a day or $3,000,000 a year. 


ORGANIZATION 


Headquarters of ‘the division is located at Room 105, 
City Hall Annex, Boston 8, Massachusetts. The office is 
open daily, Monday through Friday, from 9 A.m. to 5 P.M. 
The present force of the division consists of a sealer, a 
chief deputy sealer, fourteen deputy sealers, a coal in- 
spector, and a clerk. 


ENFORCEMENT OF THE HAWKER AND PEDLER LAWS 


The division is charged with the enforcement of all 
laws relative to the above class of dealers. Licenses and 
permits are issued by the office of the Commissioner of 
the Boston Health Department and the Director of 
Standards, Room 194, State House, Boston, Massachu- 
setts. 


INCOME AND EXPENSE 


Through the enforcement of the hawker and pedler 
laws, the Division of Weights and Measures obtains the 
main part of its revenue, which is directly received by the 
City Collector. The only revenue actually received by 
the division is for the testing and sealing of weighing and 
measuring devices used in commercial transactions. Dur- 
ing 1955, 10,510 visits were made to establishments of 
this type. 


INSPECTIONS AND TESTS 


From this section of our division no income is received. 
Devices which already have been sealed are tested and 
inspected. Food packages for proper markings, various 
types of containers, and pedlers’ licenses are all checked 
to make sure they are in proper use and are being used 
correctly. 
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Weights and Measures Division 


TABLE I 


BUDGET EXPENDITURES 1955 


. Personal Services: 
Permanent employees 


. Contractual Services: 

Repairs and servicing of sgecment 
Transportation of persons 
Miscellaneous contractual services 


Totals . 


. Supplies and Materials: 

Automotive supplies and materials 
Office supplies and materials . 
Miscellaneous supplies and materials 


Total 


. Miscellaneous 
Obligations: 

Rents, taxes, and licenses 

Dues and subscriptions 

Insurance 

Current charges not classified . 


Total 
Totals of Items 


Current Charges and 


$79,400 00 


600 00 
155 00 
140 00 


$895 00 


1,100 00 
900 00 
950 00 


$2,950 00 


1,400 50 
5 00 
15 00 
2 50 


$1,423 00 


$84,668 00 


$868 09 


| Allowed | Expended 


$76,720 44 


606 13 
138 60 
123 36 


910 00 
1,030 76 
823 15 


$2,763 91 


1,386 60 
5 
15 00 


—S 


$1,406 60 


$81,759 04 
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TABLE 2 
EQUIPMENT TESTED 











Adjusted Sealed Sats. 

Scales over 10,000 pounds............ 15 183 1 
Scales 5,000 to 10,000 pounds......... 21 169 1 
Scales 100 to 5,000 pounds........... 645 5,828 48 
Scales or balances under 100 pounds... 747 9,978 56 
AVOMGUPOIS Wel@iteeei seule cs ste eee 557 18,329 — 
Metrie:weilghts's1. cats shicia. ve etes siee s 0 41 4,482 — 
ELIUY WEAR, Same rea tiit Late ¢ iestenn < 16 2,136 ay 
Apothecdry weights .uwisters > ilewai food 2 5,200 — 
Vehicle tank compartments*.......... 33 33 _— 
Liquid measures 1 gallon or under..... — 1,196 9 
Liquid measures over 1 gallon........ =. 120 — 
PUG DSskee co, ae cy vee ha os oe ease — 8 cor 
Gasoline meters inlet 1 inch or less.... 411 2,120 63 
Oil and grease meters................ — 897 39 
Vehicle tank ‘meters... 5.60.0 yeah nos. 27 726 2 
Loading rack meters... sence ask uses 9 215 1 
Kerosene, oil, and grease pumpsf..... 24 956 47 
LAMM OLOTE, Jo: vos Wick Witehs afte tind be oct Ss 2,826 — 
Leather measuring machines.......... — 13 — 
Cloth measuring machines........... — 206 ro 
Odometers on rental trucks........... —_ 783 = 
-Y arasticks’ .4i sets see — 1,166 — 
50-galion test tank). 725 aves. cee 1 1 —_ 
SL OGAIS tc.o5s Meals ee eRe oe oe 2,549 57,571 267 


* On 8 trucks, 35,356 gallons. 
ft On 862 pumps. 
Above equipment sealed at 10,570 business concerns. 





Condemned 


1,162 
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TABLE 3 
TRIAL WEIGHINGS AND MEASUREMENTS OF COMMODITIES 
SOLD OR PUT UP IN ADVANCE OF SALE 











CoMMODITIES | Total Correct Under Over 
DAVEE sae oe eae ate 0) ee ee eg 2,647 1,349 185 1,113 
Pmhane tay! hy SLA oa a le rr 1,338 977 202 159 
BS PACHIEL LOR Md fred tiaieiy als Sassiie & cee 280 220 3 57 
I[ORE SPOR DEL DAIS tec. cis cicie ok as 3 ss 425 319 7 99 
SCAN Ty EP ATSI be eer eee Geilike h tio osy biacb a's 79 val — 8 
Coal in 100-pound bags................ 9 4 —_ 5 
DADA TOCLIOUEL Wee Garter, Set elias << 4 ccs 409 200 16 193 
TITY ROMINOUILICR MON Aes ees eos Sow be 28 4 20 
NOPE OURO eee sie ed ca viele he da a's 5 7 1 6 —_ 
LUTE Ty b> oP ech ties ROR e SA Gee 741 250 268 223 
eee BUG VORCUADICS .. cies clas cacslyes cs 5,256 2,436 344 2,476 
SEE) a2 ye pe RSE VE on Se Sie — 1 
Kindling wood in paper bags........... 220 220 — — 
Ds ee a SE RE lg Can 50 42 —_ 8 
WAMU COMMOCILICS!: Wan.c. ase ek gcse ss 1,155 657 255 243 
BI GALINS TUCIS cy ce eee cae ee es 237 BBY — —_ 
Menta Ant Provisions. acc ccnls's sy = +5550 4,671 3,478 813 380 
Hitale rele Re i. £4 Le Steet oe el DAML ee eat ae a 1,176 293 98 785 
ee Os a ee ar a bso» 11 11 —_ — 
PATINA ING COLL Gee mee ie ieee os heres nly 11 ll — — 
(SH ERBR aie eri terie rhein. ie Rha bea dais bees 1,406 7G 148 501 
Bye C35, pay Gel of Us ee AU ON 1,140 475 43 622 
ES a ta ilo Re nee 584 334 3 247 
PNM Oe pee ee ok Bis cfs sg 3 a 100 100 —_ — 
EE AB eng Pn oe AS are ee oer 600 354 119 127, 
Dae aU Rs IAM EAE ihre Ws ie aie ve 90 90 — —_ 
PACCHATINGH EE ete hte Ce Socal ea se eb 2 1 — 1 
TENGE co DN ee ne a 1 1 — -— 
OMRLEPSS. 5 TS iat uate Clee 100 25 — co 
TL OOD errant: wey a ered ene e's Fee ee — 1 a 
HTS) 9 De ye aes Sees Ae i 2 2 3 
Gans orm and cream:............... 1,060 917 43 100 
TELS ee ogee | A 23,888 13,866 2,560 7,462 
TABLE 4 


INSPECTIONS AND TESTS OF EQUIPMENT AFTER SEALING 


Paper cartons s E ‘ : : : ; : ; ; . 10,802 


Pedlers’ licenses . ; . . ‘ : F : ; : ; 1,907 
Milk cartons . ; : ; : : : : : : : 3 3,601 
Coal certificates. A ; ; : : : ; : : : 79 
Markings on bread. : ; : : , : : 2,647 
Markings on food in package form . as ta : " - 17,613 
Markings on coal in paper bags ‘ : : ; : ; i 425 
Markings on briquettes in paper bags. , : ; : ’ 280 
Markings on kindling wood in pepe, nase r : ‘ : : 220 
Wholesale milk cans. : : 1 ; : 1,060 
Clinical thermometers for seals . : ; ? ; i : . 10,410 
Pedlers’ scales for seals Oe Se ar 8 Sait ial et is, Be. 1,867 
Ice scales for seals , ; ; ; ; P : : ‘ ’ 125 
Junk scales for seals .  . ; ; 7 : ; : ; : 24 
Oil jars for seals. ; : ; : : : é : 1,557 
Glass graduates for seals. ; : Ne veel. Yas ies : 1,724 
Taxicab meters for seals. ; : ‘ ‘ ; } : : 777 
mumumnenenres tor seals’; 5. ek i 238 
Vehicle tank meters for seals . . . Lyin rer oe. 5 448 
Bushel baskets for seals. ; : : ; : , ; 3 
Gasoline meters for seals. ‘ : ; : , : é : 112 


Scales for seals. Ther : les : : ; : ; 3,998 
Total . , ’ : : j : ‘ ; ; ; . 69,917 
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TABLE 5 
ENFORCEMENT OF HAWKER AND PEDLER LAW 


Licenses issued as follows: 
Director of Standards, State House: 





City of Boston licenses . yr 240 at $2500 $6,000 
County of Suffolk licenses .  . Ss. 68 at $9.00 612 
Health Commissioner, City of Boston: 

Ice permits estes COLE y! 3 160 at $2.00 320 
Market licenses :.. . . . 254 at $12.00 3,048 
Outside licenses .  . .-. . 62 at $7.00 420 

Total to be received by City Collector a CLA ie $10,400 

TABLE 6 


COURT CASES 





Found guilty and filed by the courts . : : : ; : : 2 
Found guilty and fined by the courts . P : ; d é 2 *5 
7 


* Fines imposed, $130. 


TABLE 7 
INCOME AND EXPENSE 


Fees received for the testing and sealing of devices . . $19,682.45 
Fees received for the adjusting of devices . ne 1,151 85 

Total » << . <<: « -« .: «¢! 95 ee 
Budget allowance ; » © «a | & 4 Seon 
Budget expenditures . .. : . 9 ae 81,759 04 





Unexpended balance ; « 1. 1 . S°A ) (75a $2,908 96 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


HOSPITAL DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


REPORT. OF THE TRUSTEES. 


Boston, January 3, 1956. 


Hon. JoHN B. HYNEs, 
Mayor of the City of Boston. 


Sir: 

In compliance with the ordinances, the Trustees of 
the Hospital Department present the following report 
of its condition for the year ending December 31, 1955. 

This is the ninety-second annual report of the Hospi- 
tal Department, which consists of the Main Hospital, 
the South Department for contagious diseases, the San- 
atorium Division, the Long Island Division, and the 
East Boston Relief Station. The Haymarket Square 
Relief Station has been in the custody of the Public 
Buildings Department since May, 1938. The West 
Department was transferred to the Public Works De- 
partment February, 1939. 
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On June 1, 1954, the Long Island Hospital was trans- 
ferred from the Institutions Department and became 
the Long Island Division of the Hospital Department. 

In May, Mr. Richard J. Condon was appointed to 
the Board of Trustees for term ending April 30, 1960. 


EXPENDITURES. 


The total expenditures for all departments of the 
hospital, excepting the Sanatorium and Long Island 
Divisions, during the fiscal year were $11,814,553.21. 
Of the total operating expenses, $10,064,715.99 was 
expended on the hospital proper and its subdivisions, 
$832,480.37 on account of the Out-Patient Department, 
$812,373.63 on account of the South Department, and 
$104,983.22 on account of the East Boston Relief 
Station. 

Of the amount spent on the Pathological Laboratory, 
$251,653.50, $223,971.62 is included in the hospital 
proper expenditures, $17,615.74 in the Out-Patient 
Department, and $10,066.14 in the South Department 
expenditures. The entire amount spent on the Thorn- 
dike Memorial Laboratory, $192,560.51, is included in 
the hospital proper expenditures. Of the $504,095.18, 
total amount spent on the X-Ray and Photographic 
Department, $282,293.30 is charged to the hospital 
proper, $216,760.92 to the Out-Patient Department, 
and $5,040.96 on account of the South Department. 
Of the total amount spent on the Department of Physi- 
cal Therapeutics, $46,668.82, $27,534.60 is charged to 
the hospital proper, $17,734.16 to the Out-Patient De- 
partment, and $1,400.06 to the South Department. Of 
the amount spent on the Department of Immunology, 
$8,141.53, $81.41 is charged to the hospital proper and 
$8,060.12 to the Out-Patient Department. Of the 
amount spent on the Biochemical Laboratories, $270,- 
418.48, $229,855.70 is charged to the hospital proper, 
$37,858.60 to the Out-Patient Department, and $2,704.18 
to the South Department. Of the amount spent on the 
Department of Surgical Research, $25,152.71, $12,576.36 
is charged to the hospital proper and $12,576.35 to the 
Out-Patient Department. Of the amount spent on the De- 
partment of Dentistry, Oral Surgery Service, $20,086.66, 
$1,205.16 is charged to the hospital proper, $18,680.64 
to the Out-Patient Department, and $200.86 to the 
South Department. Of the amount spent on the De- 
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partment of Inhalational Therapy, $4,539.41, $4,403.23 
is charged to the hospital proper and $136.18 to the 
Out-Patient Department. Of the amount spent on the 
Department of Social Work, $192,800.53, $107,968.30 
is charged to the hospital proper, $79,048.23 to the 
Out-Patient Department, and $5,784.00 to the South 
Department. Of the amount spent in ascertaining the 
settlement of patients, $1,743.55, $1,691.24 was spent 
on the hospital proper and $52.31 on the South Depart- 
ment. 

In Tasite No. 2 the expenditures of the hospital 
proper and the South Department are combined under 
the title ‘‘Main Hospital.” 


PAYING PATIENTS. 


During the past year there has been collected for the 
care and treatment of patients of all classes, excepting 
those at the Sanatorium and Long Island Divisions, 
the sum of $3,239,809.85. 
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AND Long ISLAND DIVISIONS. i 


The following is a tabular statement of the income from patients 
during the year 1955: 
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Depatinwe All Total 
Powe Out-Patient Houses fee 1 
4 Department. 
From Overseers of Public Welfare: 
From the state... se. see amen $271,482 218 |. Sancs 5 cite eb ocs ell sed eee Soh tO2r 1S! | lew se cece om 
From cities and towns......... 102,190 96°}... 0c. 2 <.c.etite a ene ween e omen 102,190 96 , 
———_———-—| $373,675 ae 
From paying patients: 
In private: Toons: sis cee esas 19,279 74.1.0 a. snc cece ehe oie ps eens eee ee 19,279 74 
In‘ wards Sek ces cae ee erat ty 231,324: 654) ccs eee $3,995 ¢ 760i... Seicesis cis 235,318 41 
Protamitie; SER IAie eh ek satis eat th oe 98) ds e $1,971 18 1). Sites eee eee ear eeren ors 1,971 18 
Physiotherary.Ae cies ty oh des loess eels cea ee 1,928’ 00 lainey Ane eaaeaes Weta ee es 1,928 00 
Losulin: 11h Leen es. Ae The ce 102 30: |iiiles? svete tae eae 102 30 
Bilestrocardingmaph 2-6 wate wale ee clans ce a eee Oe 217. BO bss We vie aan Late ees 217 50 
Electroencephalogram a: . eicc « e line > slciste qretaie be 15.00) .4< fa Wee rele cen er tec s 15 00 
Record Fees. oc. 2s. cece eevee ccccfosencscsicseslecesc sou phan Gn $7,460 00 7,460 00 
Ambulances... )c.iicsc sce sce vccleveesencecs vel] sss a-0:e x ajk sca enn 80 00 80 00 | 
PONICUEN cope oro Mace ns ee os Goal Ee aM sma ee eee 1,570 22 [ise vse a dees ee ee es 1,570 22 
X-Ray examination and treatment.|............. 3,338 60: | .\s:on tenn ieee meena 3,338 50 | 
Social disease clinic.............. 740 00 30,595> 25 | «steve ace pine oie an iene te eee 31,3385 25 
Motor vehicle accidents.......... 53,165 84 372 00 |... -+ «sue el eee 53,537 84 
Industrial accidents.............. 116,402 05 5,611 90 |. ..v pease ee er eat 122,013 95 
Group insuraned. ick 1.52 ese 674,823 42 17,994 11 34,602. 7914. an ahew ot aia’ 727,420 32 
Orthopedio.!. Ades sf WEL CUES cs en 14,106 00'|..:0. Ln ee 14,106 00 
Old Age Assistance...........0.. 818,178 64 |s.3..0.06.s0c | sae ss 818,178 64 
Aid to Dependent Children....... 178,104 04 |. 0c. ccc ac feuee ow ew etnies 178,104 04 
Division of Child Guardianship.... ARB OO Ze cw ces tate 350 00° 1s Sec saan eee: 836 
Veterans’ Services............... 207 M40 Ol das cx ace eee 10,742 00°32 cee ae 278,387 
Vocational Rehabilitation......... 195 OO J... 0 once toe} s ee oes 6 wince ane ee 195 
Disability Assistance............. 1:10) Ge (ne I 181,391 | 
Polio Foundation... + n1s nse <h 2A, 22s OOT| Finca svoie aie atatecs 36,621,600 j.cieaens inhee 60,843 60 — 
Totals: i; pactis cheese tere $2,939,630 74 $77,821 96 $86,310 15 $7,540 00 [$3,111,302 § | 
Collected by City Collector for 
contagious cases: 
From the state c.ses 0a +60 ve 26,010; O0Sie6 Wiis a0 154 Se 95,265 00:4, auevexwees 121,875 ¢ 
From cities and towns......... BG48 DO or ens chew een ¢ 4,989 00 |iiwicsveoenes 6,632 
Totale. 0s qidecwa. tou thieste $2,967,883 74 | $77,821 96 | $186,564 15 $7,540 00 |$3,239,809 85 
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CONTRACTS. 


The contract of Thomas F. McDonough, in the 
estimated amount of $12,500, for architectural services 
in connection with alterations and additions to Pediatric 
Building, Premature Unit, dated December 11, 1953, 
has not as yet been completed. During 1955, no pay- 
ments were made to the contractor. 

The contract of Roxbury Mattress Corporation, in the 
amount of $6,015, for remaking mattresses, pillows, and 
chair cushions, dated April 16, 1954, was completed 
and accepted, and final payment in the sum of $1,466 
was made to the contractor. 

The contract of Otis Elevator Company, in the 
amount of $21,053.28, for maintenance of Otis elevators 
and dumb-waiters, dated April 16, 1954, was completed 
and accepted, and final payment in the sum of $5,263.32 
was made to the contractor. 

The contract of Portland Elevator Company, Inc., in 
the amount of $2,099.16, for maintenance of elevators, 
Vose House A and B, dated April 30, 1954, was com- 
pleted and accepted, and final payment in the sum of 
$699.72 was made to the contractor. 

The contract of Westinghouse Electric Corporation, in 
the amount of $3,102.96, for maintenance of A B See 
elevators, dated May 14, 1954, was completed and 
accepted, and final payment in the sum of $775.74 was 
made to the contractor. 

The contract of Bay State Cleaning Company, in the 
amount of $10,750, for cleaning windows three times 
during the period June 1, 1954, to March 31, 1955, 
dated June 16, 1954, was completed and accepted, and 
final payment in the sum of $3,583.33 was made to the 
contractor. 

The contract of Remington Rand, Inc., in the amount 
of $1,500, for expansion, correcting of errors, combining 
and banding of duplicates, etc., Soundex file, Out- 
Patient Department, Sections N through R, and X, Y, 
and Z (excluding 8, T, U, V), dated September 24, 
1954, was completed and accepted, and final payment 
in the sum of $1,500 was made to the contractor. 

The contract of Justin M. Kearney, in the amount 
of $10,500, for services as Consulting Engineer in Hos- 
pital Planning and Plant Operation for all institutions 
within the Hospital Department, dated October 7, 
1954, was completed and accepted, and final payment 
in the sum of $4,000 was made to the contractor. 
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The contract of Thomas F. McDonough, in the 
amount of $2,243.20, for architectural services in con- 
nection with alterations and renovations to Ward One, 
dated November 12, 1954, was completed and accepted, 
and final payment in the sum of $493.20 was made to 
the contractor. 

The contract of Frank EK. Dacey Company, in the 
amount of $1,424.80, for furnishing and _ installing 
complete 332 window shades in Maternity Building 
(excluding basement), dated December 6, 1954, was 
completed and accepted, and final payment in the sum 
of $142.48 was made to the contractor. 

The contract of M. Solimando, in the amount of 
$22,432, for alterations to Ward One, Pavilion Three, 
dated February 11, 1955, was completed and accepted, 
and final payment was made to the contractor. | 

The contract of J. P. O’Hearn & Co., in the amount 
of $9,080.69, for alterations, repairs, and installations, 
Central Sterile Supply Area, basement of Maternity 
Building, dated April 18, 1955, was completed and 
accepted, and final payment was made to the con- 
tractor. 

The contract of Schwamb Construction Corporation, 
in the amount of $1,545, for alterations to area on 
Accident Floor of Dowling Building to provide for 
X-Ray unit for chest films on all patients on admission 
to hospital, dated April 18, 1955, was completed and 
accepted and final payment made to the contractor. 

The contract of Portland Elevator Company, Inc., in 
the amount of $2,160.84, for maintenance of elevators, 
Vose House A and B, dated April 20, 1955, has not as 
yet been completed. The sum of $1,440.56 was paid 
on account to the contractor. 

The contract of Thomas F. McDonough, in the 
estimated amount of $1,500, for architectural services 
in connection with alterations and renovations to Super- 
intendent’s House, dated April 20, 1955, has not as yet 
been completed, and no payments made to the con- 
tractor. 

The contract of J. M. McCusker Associates, in the 
amount of $2,628.14, for engineering services in con- 
nection with alterations and renovations to under- 
ground sanitary and storm drains, including installation 
of electric lighting in tunnels, Medical Building, dated 
April 26, 1955, has not as yet been completed. The 
sum of $1,506.61 was paid on account to the contractor. 
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The contract of Roxbury Mattress Corporation, in 
the amount of $6,000, for remaking mattresses, pillows, 
and chair cushions, dated April 28, 1955, has not as 
yet been completed. The sum of $2,736 was paid on 
account to the contractor. 

The contract of Justin M. Kearney, in the amount 
of $15,600, for services as a Consulting Engineer in 
Hospital Planning and Plant Operation for all institu- 
tions within the Hospital Department, dated April 28, 
1955, has not as yet been completed. The sum of 
$11,300 was paid on account to the contractor. 

The contract of Harvey Burstein, in the amount of 
$4,800, for services as a consultant relative to a maxi- 
mum security program for all institutions within the 
Hospital Department, dated April 28, 1955, has not as 
yet been completed. The sum of $3,600 was paid on 
account to the contractor. 

The contract of Otis Elevator Company, in the 
amount of $21,632.04, for maintenance of Otis elevators 
and dumb-waiters, dated April 28, 1955, has not as yet 
been completed. The sum of $16,224.03 was paid on 
account to the contractor. 

‘The contract of Westinghouse Electric Corporation, 
in the amount of $3,192.12, for maintenance of A. B. See 
elevators, dated April 28, 1955, has not as yet been 
completed. The sum of $2,394.09 was paid on account 
to the contractor. 

The contract of M. Solimando, in the amount of 
$7,574, for relocation of laboratory facilities to the first 
floor, south end of Old Surgical Building, dated May 4, 
1955, was completed and accepted, and final payment 
made to the contractor. 

The contract of Dillaby Fireproofing Company, in 
the amount of $4,850.50, for furnishing and installing a 
suspended Plax Panel Ceiling in Central Sterile Supply 
Department, dated May 4, 1955, was completed and 
accepted, and final payment made to the contractor. 

The contract of P. J. Riley & Co., in the amount of 
$6,000, for installation of a temporary boiler feed water 
line, Power Plant, dated May 13, 1955, was completed 
and accepted, and final payment made to the contractor. 

The contract of P. J. Riley & Co., in the amount of 
$3,000, for repairs to certain Power Plant system mains, 
dated June 3, 1955, was completed and accepted, and 
final payment made to the contractor. 
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The contract of Remington Rand, Inc., in the amount 
of $2,035.80, for expansion, correcting of errors, com- 
bining and banding of duplicates, etc., Soundex file, 
Out-Patient Department, Sections 8, T, U, V, and W, 
dated June 9, 1955, was completed and accepted, but no 
payments made to the contractor. 

The contract of John R. Lentine, in the amount of 
$4,526, for electrical work in various buildings, dated 
June 9, 1955, was completed and accepted, and final 
payment made to the contractor. 

The contract of Parkman Construction Company, 
Ine., in the amount of $26,281.42, for alterations and 
renovations to underground sanitary and storm drains, 
including installation of electric lighting in tunnels, 
Medical Building, dated July 11, 1955, has not as yet 
been completed. The sum of $14,399.10 was paid on 
account to the contractor. 

The contract of A. B. Stanley Company, Inc., in the 
amount of $14,000, for furnishing and installing scientific 
laboratory equipment in laboratories on ground floor of 
Pavilion Building, dated August 4, 1955, has not as yet 
been completed, and no payments made to the 
contractor. 

The contract of P. J. O’ Hearn & Co., in the amount of 
$1,650, for repair of leaks in waste pipes on second and 
third floors of Thorndike Building, dated August 4, 1955, 
was completed and accepted, and final payment made 
to the contractor. 

The contract of Westinghouse Electric Corporation, 
in the amount of $9,145, for complete repair and re- 
placement to the 400-kw. engine-driven d.c. generator, 
Power Plant, dated August 8, 1955, has not as yet been 
completed, and no payments have been made to the 
contractor. 

The contract of Jackson & Moreland, in the amount 
of $13,700, for furnishing a properly qualified resident 
engineer and furnishing certain other planning and 
supervisory services in connection with emergency re- 
pairs and replacements to Power Plant and steam 
distribution system, dated August 10, 1955, has not as 
yet been completed. The sum of $12,362.21 was paid 
on account to the contractor. 

The contract of Westinghouse Electric Corporation, 
in the amount of $1,997.25, for furnishing the services 
of a service engineer and blader to supervise repairs on 
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600-kw. turbo-generator in Power Plant, dated August 
21, 1955, was completed and accepted, and final pay- 
ment made to the contractor. 

The contract of Albert D. Howlett Company, in the 
amount of $7,874.21, for painting Wards OO and PP 
complete, two stairhalls complete, and exterior iron- 
work, South Department, dated September 7, 1955, 
was completed and accepted, and final payment made 
to the contractor. 

The contract of Curtin & Riley, in the estimated 
amount of $25,800, for architectural services in connec- 
tion with alterations. to various operating rooms, 
laboratories and patient areas, various buildings, dated 
September 7, 1955, has not as yet been completed. 
The sum of $6,927 was paid on account to the contractor. 

The contract of P. J. Riley & Co., in the amount of 
$137,000, for repairs and replacements to Power Plant 
and steam distribution system, dated September 7, 1955, 
has not as yet been completed. The sum of $7,255.87 
was paid on account to the contractor. 


The contract of James EK. McCusker Company, in 
the amount of $1,260, for alterations and additions to 
exhaust system of fume hoods, Thorndike Building, 
dated September 12, 1955, was completed and accepted 
and $1,134 was paid on account to the contractor. 


The contract of General Electric X-Ray Corporation, 
in the amount of $1,850, for repairs to Paco developing 
machine in Main X-Ray Department, dated September 
15, 1955, was completed and accepted, and the sum of 
$1,665 paid on account to the contractor. 


The contract of J. M. McCusker Associates, in the 
amount of $3,567.50, for engineering services in connec- 
tion with alterations and repairs to various water and 
sewer lines, signal systems, pumps, catch basins, and 
sewer ejectors, various buildings and locations, dated 
September 22, 1955, has not as yet been completed, and 
no payments made to the contractor. 


The contract of J. M. McCusker Associates, in the 
estimated amount of $6,000, for engineering services in 
connection with alterations in the exhaust hoods and 
ducts and to perform certain plumbing, heating and 
other work in basement of Medical Building, dated 
September 22, 1955, has not as yet been completed. 
The sum of $1,800 was paid on acount to the contractor. 
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The contract of Cavanagh & Murphy, in the amount 
of $6,800, for repair of air conditioning installation on 
ninth floor of Dowling Building, dated October 5, 1955, 
has not yet been completed, and no payments have 
been made to the contractor. 

The contract of Jackson & Moreland, in the estimated 
amount of $20,000, for conducting certain engineering 
studies and developing a coordinated program for con- 
version of present electric service and facilities from 
d.c. to a.c. dated October 6, 1955, has not as yet been 
completed, and no payments have been made to the 
contractor. 

The contract of Joseph P. Sullivan, in the amount of 
$1,210, for exterior painting, East Boston, Relief Station, 
dated November 18, 1955, has not as yet been completed, 
and there have been no payments made to the contractor. 

The contractor of S & S Waterproofing Company, 
Inec., in the amount of $2,600, for pointing, East Boston 
Relief Station, dated November 18, 1955, has been 
completed and accepted. The sum of $2,340 was 
paid on account to the contractor. 

The contract of Vicari & Salvo, in the amount of 
$14,445, for waterproofing and paving tunnel roofs, 
dated November 18, 1955, has not as yet been completed, 
and there have been no payments made to the contractor. 

The contract of Morris Feldman, doing business as 
Aetna Electric Company, in the amount of $2,392, for 
installation of a.c. electrical service in three basement 
laboratories, Pavilion Building, dated November 18, 
1955, has not as yet been completed, and there have 
been no payments made to the contractor. 

The contract of Cahn Company, in the amount of 
$4,400, for outside painting of Vose House, dated 
November 18, 1955, has as yet not been completed, and 
no payments have been made to the contractor. 

The contract of Joseph G. Gazzola, in the amount of 
$1,885, for outside painting of Drown House, dated 
November 18, 1955, has not as yet been completed, 
and no payments have been made to the contractor. 

The contract of Wallace B. Orpin, in an amount not 
to exceed $1,000, for engineering services in connection 
with increased parking space, dated November 23, 1955, 
has not as yet been completed, and no payments have 
been made to the contractor. 

The contract of Warner W. Walsh, in the amount of 
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$16,323, for interior painting of Children’s Building, 
dated December 8, 1955, has not as yet been completed, 
and no payments made to the contractor. 


The contract of Joseph and Nicholas Bello, in the 
amount of $3,610, for exterior painting of Burnham 
Building, dated December 14, 1955, has not as yet been 
completed, and no payments have been made to the 
contractor. 


The contract of Cahn Painting Company, in the 
amount of $1,060, for exterior painting of Linda Richards 
House, dated December 14, 1955, has not as yet been 
completed, and no payments made to the contractor. 


The contract of P. J. Riley & Co., in the amount of 
$7,883, for improvements to plumbing work in House 
Officers’ Building, dated December 14, 1955, has not as 
yet been completed, and no payments made to the con- 
tractor. 


The contract of Powers & Mehegan Company, in the 
amount of $9,860, for furnishing and installing two 
rectangular steam-operated autoclaves in Room 209, 
Mallory Building, dated December 16, 1955, has not 
as yet been completed, and no payments made to the 
contractor. 


The contract of Schwamb Construction Corporation, 
in the amount of $35,675, for alterations and renewals to 
existing waste and vent stacks, Out-Patient Department, 
dated December 30, 1955, has not as yet been com- 
pleted, and no payments have been made to the con- 
tractor. 

The contract of Dillaby Fireproofing Company, in 
the amount of $4,750, for furnishing and installing an 
acoustical ceiling in Children’s Building, dated Decem- 
ber 31, 1955, has not as yet been completed, and no 
payments made to the contractor. 


A. SHUMAN MeEmorRIAL FUND FoR CARE OF MEN 
PATIENTS AT THE Boston Criry HOSPITAL. 


To the $100,000 bequeathed by the late Abraham 
Shuman, $72,411.01 has been added to January 1, 1956, 
making the total amount available on that date $172,- 
411.01. During the year 1955 there was expended from 
this fund the sum of $2,487.31 for care of convalescent 
men patients at various nursing homes. 
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CHARLES H. Tyuer FUND. 


The $1,000,000 bequest of the late Charles H. Tyler 
is being received in bonds and cash. Up to January I, 
1956, $1,601,246.98 has been delivered to the City 
Treasurer. This fund will be used for the erection and 
maintenance of a surgical research building to be 
named in honor of the late Dr. George C. Sears. 


Respectfully submitted, 


RicHarp J. Conpon, President, 
Tuomas J. Gipuin, D.M.D., Secretary, 
Stuart C. Ranp, 

Henry E. FOuey, 

Henry C. BERLIN. 
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Amount properly chargeable to maintenance.......... PP Rutt CSAIL ORS O7Te ee a athe resrclfic.ne oe cove diss Ot Moorea e Se OEE oc eee ak oe ae ce oe: [ere er ate $793,013 13} $98,376 60] $11,549,390 21 
Cost per day per ward patient............. tains Sore S28 WOU soa tr aieere [asec ncnesahen Serer gered Wi Ce MR CUO OB OCC OCR IIE oro UE] Cacicr cTee ate aea ie omigiehae BEA PeSSNCOne SIGC enna aned: boed orsaeanone Ucil BOCe Pa E ee SISO 20 wire ans trustees Gace me 
Cost per visit of out-patients...................2---]-+ Wace geese es $s TAl ace scxes SGA eo aa gaeacmed FO OCS ae Beier ate are sistas Glockiare pane Beieeieis: ef bbs Leeteateie's sores siete Be ete Pin af iofpibtei Oaadveradeta ers lla elk eVere"ase Sits /ans finla aia howcetark’s es SB OG opens eickccns 








The total cost of subsistence supplies was $761,169.45. $3,180.10 of this was cost of food for animals used for experimentation in Pathological, Thorndike, Surgical Research, and Neurological Laboratories. 
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REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT AND 
MEDICAL DIRECTOR. 


Ture Boston Crry Hosprrau, January 3, 1956. 


To the Trustees. 


GENTLEMEN: 
I present herewith the annual report of the Hospital 


Department for the year 1955. 
The finances of the hospital and its various depart- 


ments are shown in the following tables: 


HospiraL DEPARTMENT. 


THE BOSTON CITY HOSPITAL. 
Per Capita Costs, YEAR 1955. 
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Per Visit. | Per Day. 
Hospital Proper: 
Per ward patient (after deducting cost of permanent 
improvements and extraordinary expenditures)../.......... $24 29 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............).......055 1 02 
Out-Patient Building, per visit.................. $3 14 
South Department: 
ees CIM TTT te clade ciaie kinahshe oss 0 cise 'c ba] oie we ss oe. 25 20 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............)..--0.2008- 1 02 
Hospital Proper and South Department, together: 
Per ward patient (after deducting cost of permanent 
improvements and extraordinary expenditures)..].......... 24 35 
East Boston Relief Station: 
rt te ON GV IRIGS eo Fivie sich. whale Sec wee sce ce 5 05 
Sanatorium Division: 
aS OEM eh oo cle ech albce dis o Cues wefecis seesbee 10 98 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............[..00-e000- 1 16 
Long Island Division: 
Bites kc acu secs caseccesenslas sedis ees 7 75 
Per person for uncooked food supplies............].....--02- 73 


All departments, except Sanatorium and Long Island 
Divisions: 


Per person for uncooked food supplies............J.eeeeee08. 1 02 





Per Week. 


$170 03 
7 14 


176 40 
7 14 


170 45 
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HospitaL DEPARTMENT. 
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Hospirat DEPARTMENT. 
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HOSPITAL PROPER. 


PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1955. 


Patients remaining in the Baie proper, 











December 31, 1954 : Sy RPE A Ghst) a 2 1,052 
Admitted During the Year 1956. 

Serre ar heen! 4 10,606 
eee CCC, 574 
cries, 6. ll, 1,957 
CMe . |) ., 437 
BeMIGIPEI et 159 
a 645 
Gynecological See SL ee 1,903 
Obstetrical . Reel). ne 3,460 
Pediatric : oe) 0 4,227 
Pediatric Surgery . ; i 1,278 
Ophthalmic . ye Fees 472 
Otorhinolaryngological ‘J? ET a, 1,395 
Neurological... “3 one ae 152 
Neurosurgical Bee eares | So 181 
Nt 63 
eee Gs, Aes): HOU: 264 

33,773 

Mtemrewaurng the year .' . .  . .) . 34,825 
Discharged during the year EO TA 191300 
puoearinetne year §. 24a 

33,774 
Patients remaining in the _ hospital proper, 

December 31, 1955 PUA es ee AR 1,051 
Sememsuting the year. . 8 . . . . .. 2,918 
Deaths during the year : Se aie 2,474 
Deaths within 48 hours of admission __. 769 
Maximum number of patients at any one time 1,271 
Minimum number of patients at any one time 852 
Daily average of patients. ; 1,108 
Average number of days’ stay of patients ; : 11.6 
Weeks’ treatment givenin hospital . .  .. . 57,776 
Days’ treatment given inhospital . . ... 404,432 
Out-patients treated during the year* . . . 78,370 
Visits made by out-patients during the year* . . 388,956 


* Includes patients treated in accident room, oral surgery, X-ray and plaster room, 
as well as those treated in Out-Patient Department Building. 
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SOUTH DEPARTMENT. 


PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1955. — 














Contagion Tuberculosis Total 
Wards Only. Wards Only. All Wards. 
Number of patients remaining in the South Department, . 
December's1; 1054 sap cas waa tere oes oe se esis ees G's 41 52 93 @ 
Admitted from January 1, 1955, through December 31, 
POD ere eee ede te aah cee c nits Men dis) aie Wo euntn cveiple Gard ey 6 527 A498 1,025 @ 
Treated diting the Veat) oun <mae ose ees ss oe ek) 0 00 ne eee 568 550 1,118 @ 
Con- j 
tagion Tbe. Total 
Discharged during the year.......... 533 480 1,018 ; 
Died during the year........ 0200+. 16° a7" 35 545 507 1,052 
Number of patients remaining December 31, 1955........ 23 43 66 { 
Maximum number of patients at any one time........... 72 74 126 i 
Minimum number of patients at any one time........... 9 37 51 q 
9 
Daily average of patients....... Slates ie ae ake 33.7 52.5 86.2 — 
¥ 
Average number of days’ stay of patients............... 21.6 34.8 28.19 
Number of days’ treatment given patients............... 12,303 19,164 31,467 
Number of weeks’ treatment given patients.............. 1,758 2,738 4,495 
Number of patients admitted over 15 years of age........ 121 498 619 
Average age of patients. . ... sjs,< sole gap rece sees Rate neces 10.8 52.2 30.9 
Number of deaths within 48 hours of admission.......... 5 8 13 
Con- 
tagion Tbe. Total 
Within 24 Hours. obs ss. netee sie ee 2 “s 5 
Within: 483shoursics ce sc bie es sents 6 2 8 
Percentage of deaths to discharges........-sseeseeseeeee 2.20 5.33 3.7% 
Death rate from all diseases. .......sccccccecesceccs si 2.11 4.91 3.49 
Death rate from all diseases, deducting deaths within 24 
hours Of AGMISHION. «cc. cca ks cesses au dace occa Eb heeiss 1.76 3.82 2.77 
Number of applicants examined for admission............ 1.108 504 1,612 
Number of applicants rejected........ PR iP 581 6 587 
2 0 2 


Number of births during the year. ......0..+eeeeeees Sah 
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PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1955. 
Number of out-patients treated: 


htt; 1,876 
eee | Cll DBT 
——— 14,463 
Number of visits of out-patients: 
See 2,414 
ee ey 17071 
+ 19,485 
Number of male patient visits in Out-Patient 12,385 
Number of female patient visits in Out-Patient . 7,100 
Maximum number of out-patients treated in any 
“yet ales 105 
Minimum number of out-patients treated in any 
oneday .. ES Sel evil acl cieten ale. 16 
tS a ae 7 
Number of deaths 22 
Number of ambulance tr ips to the Boston City 
Hospital . 966 
Number of miscellaneous ambulance trips ; Fats 
Number of “no case” trips... ; 58 
Total number of ambulance trips 945 
Total number of patients carried in ambulance. 991 
Number of out-patients transferred to the Boston 
City Hospital by ambulance 830 
Number of accident cases brought in by police 
ambulance. 830 
Number of accident cases brought in by priv ate 
cars . : : ; 945 
Total number of accident cases.  . .  . 1,775 
Total number of alcoholics 358 
Total number of obstetrical cases. 21 


Respectfully submitted, 


JoHN F. Conuin, M.D., 


Director of Hospitals, and 
Superintendent, Boston City Hospital. 
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SANATORIUM DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


Hon. Joun B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 


DeEarR Sir: 


The report of the Hospital Department, Sanatorium 
Division, for the past year ending December 31, 1955, is 


respectfully submitted herewith: 


PRINCIPAL STATISTICS FOR THE YEAR 1955. 


Number of patients remaining in Sanatorium 
Division January 1, 1955 
Admitted during the year 1955 . 


Minimal . : : . 48 
Moderately Advanced. . 128 
Far Advanced .... aeaYS . 280 
Tuberculosis suspect ee ee 


Treated during the year 
Discharged during the year 


Inactive and arrested ; . 196 
Improved . : . 202 
Progressive oe Th re 
Nontubercular . ; ' é st 
Tuberculosis suspect ; mptpeon 
Died . ; . 49 
No diagnosis made» ., 9) .! Oey 





Number of patients remaining December 31, 
1955 : 
Maximum number of patients at any one time 
Minimum number of patients at any one time 
Daily average number of patients f 
Average number of days’ stay of patients 
Number of days’ treatment given patients 
Number of weeks’ treatment given patients . 
Rate of mortality. . 
Number of patients admitted over 15 years old 
Number of beds MS oe 
Total operating expenses. 

Amount properly chargeable to maintenance . 
Paid into city treasury, revenue from all 
sources cial oe neuen 

Net cost of Sanatorium to city : 

Per capita cost per patient per day 

Per capita cost per person aie gey Tor uncooked 
food supplies . oo aes 


527 


ee 


493 
553 

480 

512 

511 

187,029 
26,718 

10% 

461 

590 
$2,164,477 71 
$2,075,656 43 


$203,836 58 
$1,871,819 85 
$10 98 


1 16 
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FINANCIAL TABLES. 


RECEIPTS AND EXPENDITURES FOR 1955. 


Regular Appropriation. 


Carried forward from 1954 oar $90,221 94 
City appropriation ~ . .' 2;284,075° 00 
Net appropriation . .«..« $2,374,296 94 
Transferred to other departments ah Sere 49,772 29 
Carried forward to 1956 appropriation .. 158,496 99 
Carried into 1955 unliquidated reserve... 1,549 95 
Total appropriation expenditures . . $2,164,477 71 

Be RESTA SURAT SERA 


: Equipment Loan. 
Allotted to Sanatorium Division .. $35,000 00 


Expended in 1955: 
Kitchen Equipment. . .  . $8,599 51 
Motor Vehicles. . . .... 3,772 92 
Refrigerating Unit . . .. . 972 16 
Office Equipment. ; 4 Baa iis; 
Household Furniture Eh rata: pi’ 5 Wad A 
meravemipment . «kl. 379 50 17,722 88 
erro 1956... lw wt .tCt«ttCté«‘(y:«té‘«é«*L YF, V7 


—— 


bo 
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SANATORIUM DIVISION. 


TABLE NO. I. 


Disbursements According to Various Subdivisions, 1955. 


| Cost. 

Sibsistence, SIpDles. . uly ce slat | oh cook ctloee +o) cre see $261,132 21 
PS oT STL s SRRaeE Galas UO ats BOT oe Winks te cichen a ee 52,810 93 
Wedicalsippliest oo tec conte + 5 oa he aetna olathe eee 72,665 57 
Salaries anu raboreled o. vA sec coer at Ao. Soe 1,583,638 14 
Building supplies and Tepairs isos % a2 us. 6s av cle ee 114,721 35 
CITOUTIAS Eta aie cdetiy spl aikts Vs hte nab wiv diels e's s,s a 1,774 84 
Electrieal appliances. 5.005... 62s. 0B lode cake eee eee 4,686 63 
Blectric lighting, power, and gas............¢seneunen 18,757 65 
Soap.and cieaning stuffs: ...% 1. ateeleldw.a- «uses yee ~ 4,498 31 
Furniture, furnishings, and fixtures................0-. 16,167 42 
Béds and bedding’... os v.s'saé's es cisls ss a 00s oe oe’ SE 11,113 47 
Dry goods, uniforms, clothing for patients............. 5,122 68 
Stationery, printing, postage, and advertising.......... 3,907 03 
Transportation, cartage, and freight.................. 94 14 
Telephone, telegraph, and messenger...............2-. 4,762 91 
Laundry, repairs, supplies, etc.............ececececs a 1,853 47 
Garage and ambulance — general supplies............. 1,147 53 
EGLO PWIOR EE | oy aia ak hes cb fax ce hs ok 4 athe eee 182 00 
Madical library’: 363 f.ssiauie ole odes cee eee 100 35 
Subscriptionas 2 sient) solves }Ma ees bE A ee 207 00 
Ocounsuornal Therany 3 ony cea soc Vk Sake Cee 4,137 56 
ovsecleanitig Wl.) eM tees 4 os soe ek ls oh ewe eee 2,666 25 
Loose leaf records — general expenses............00005 1,084 80 
Insurance, Bonds and permits...............ecseceees 62 7 
Deduct for cash discount on purchases......¢..ccccerclecesccucsccens 

Total operating expenses.) si 0. ss os b oe ace es aoe eee een nen 


Deduct for permanent improvements and extraordinary expenses 


| Total. 


$2,167,284 97 


2,807 26 


$2,164,477 71 
84,615 38 





$2,079,862 33 
4,205 90 





Amount properly chargeable to maintenance. ..........ceceeeeececere 


Cost per patient Nerds viredtrr ia savemtet cee’ <i rate arene 


eeeeereeerene 


$2,075,656 43 
$10 98 
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TABLE NO. 2. 


27 


Expenditures in Accordance with the Uniform System of Hospital 





Accounting. 
Expendi- 
24 CPE ae eas 
Expenses. 
ADMINISTRATION, 
SS ieee oie PES es Ot rend ane $66,665 73 
Turqe cones). see Be ete Ss Ce 9,482 65 
PROFESSIONAL CARE OF PATIENTS. 2 aia Saeed Whey 
Physicians: 
a 40,183 
Superintendent of Nurses: 
rd ae ee eR eae L ils ucscecvecae 6,080 
Supervisors of Nurses: 
ERIE oc dumiaws ves s|sccc.s cece eee 23,324 
Head Nurses: 
EOE a Geigy. v.e ces lesnccencascas 55,453 
Nurses: 
a rd sigs ccassiocadecccacece 244,294 
Surgical Nurses: 
so IE a PP 12,913 
Male Nurses: 
ey se ap dacs as sccalescgdsccccane 42,017 
Medical Workers: 
ee Ae er 298,278 
Ophthalmologist: 
tis nig sd hie's s 4c cvcclecadsadcevces 2,964 
Drug Room: 
ETI G ia Wii's hice kislae vic fosddeccacccas 10,896 
Supervisors: 
ESE RI Be nee 11,896 
Medical and Surgical: 
ND ids vices} xvinnsvweslecshecu nce snd 58,101 
X-Ray and Physiotherapy: 
sd cin ds vivir s coves tA seo 58s $16,924 40 
OS era walat'ds'o a ash d's wade 6 6 7,226 79 24,151 
DEE TOVWOONG.ccccccen ch eee stages Teetenys $830,555 


38 


79 


04 


70 


00 


4 00 


30 


84 


88 


19 


34 


Total. 


$76,148 38 


$76,148 38 





28 City Document No. 13. 


SANATORIUM DIVISION. 
TABLE NO. 2—Continued. 











Expendi- 
tures, 
Salaries and Total. Total. 
Expenses. 
(Brought SOTWOTE.. ieee tepie'x ste stu cnsuvielins 6 des st0 <feeeete $830,555 34 $76,148 38 
Laboratory Department: 
Balarias tics eee nieces ee cele ie ete ee esis sos $19,980 60 
TIX PENRGS Gece eye sale pie > oie wishes Oe ee 7,147 39 
——_—_—_—_—_ 27,127 99 
Surgical Assistants: 
BalariGe cece ice ate wena a Pee eee oe PA eis ic 9,477 82 
Dental Department: 
Salanes cs re Git sie ee ait ce & eee ears $6,630 00 
EX PONIROA eteta Maceytane cielaie slaisiste « 6 cobs ate 171 51 
SScaiananIE EERE 6,801 51 
Social Service Department: 
EMUIATIES ere Dew kc date t kine odes otek 6 $14,199 40 
WUSTOBGAN i gd cinco tite cote ie ea 18 00 
Soeeeeiiamneieeeend 14,217 40 
Laryngologist: 
Te Ae ee en Le GRP rere eR 2,354 04 
Care of Patients: 
EX PONISOS seyi)aih Jessa spereid uc ajotefeieates woes lle oneb tee 889 00 
Clinical Records: 
GEATIOR 22 oo PR hit un Da ee tie a tek $9,456 80 
RORTONIEOR Kec oe ee ee te 1,084 80 
we 10,541 60 
Religious Services: 
Salaries.) ...e won eine tee ee aries $7,403 76 
FETTOOROR i Ries os sive La cues eb eins 252 42 
ae oe 7,656 18 
Occupational Therapy Department: 
OTN CT Mie eR Eee at) Dae se 5 Wate aes, $11,681 20 
EXPENSE wocickdie cee cabiacy a. cee era 4,137 56 
os 15,818 76 
Medical Library: 
FUXDONAGS £ ote oeieritieucs «Coie eusis tore ereinis > Cialy [iors ale ones 100 35 
925,539 99 
DEPARTMENT EXPENSES. 
Ambulance: 
Balarten ore ee eco ant gees $7,374 79 
FUXPORSON, | «0 bis ae bee cea Eh oa See 1,147 53 
we $8,522 32 
Housekeeping Department: 
RAIATION, solic cers wiacs.@ «0 bias nica ee eee $173,377 65 
Expenses..... Salsas es Galt s.a saline seis ee 32,224 89 
————————_}_ 205,602 54 
Carried forward Gites voles AISR A: teens $214,124 86 | $1,001,688 37 
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Sa UOT ADAT EE fort a\ ac jac. ¢ div icisldeieiers [vie wee ais owe e e's $214,124 86 | $1,001,688 37 
Dietary Department: 
YOSSI), Ao an 4 SS Ne $278,916 15 
Be qe ARISG Oo Sip se ee ee 266,768 22 
————————-} 545,684 37 
Laundry Department: 
EW ie ee Ue eg 8 | $69,259 32 
IR IONRGS Mee een Ge sie hie te widisia os ees 1,853 47 
We SS GLAIOETS 
Heat, Light, and Power: 
PORIAEICS str Arete cietetes dole ehle eo Sas $56,088 89 
CO on Ge ay eo ees 93,354 52 
——————-| 149,443 41 
Storeroom: 
AIATICS Ionia oe a a ek eds sicvelcs $16,717 84 
Pe EE ME Pie pt ee 288 97 
—_—_—_—_— 17,006 81 


997,372 24 
BUILDINGS AND GROUNDS. 





Buildings: 
UNITE tae oS Wires eae dee es $40,368 25 
MECC TDS oo id oe a ea 97,622 04 
Aaa ———————| $137,990 29 
PRLPIOR ea ees oe Fe coy ie ce ssine $28,459 23 
OR 1,774 84 
—_—_—-—_—_—_ 30,234 07 
SS Se 168,224 36 
ea aso wig = + ola Hin es gid amos swensad dessa $2,167,284 97 
Deduct for cash discount on purchases...........e02ccccccsccsccecees 2,807 26 
UMM ISELT TSE ETISDS H, af fated cl esse bs kd 5 oo bos % slo sw ede ae eeeee $2,164,477 71 
Deduct for permanent improvements and extraordinary expenses....... 84,615 38 
PEEPS OLIOCTUINE CXDONSES. cic occ cc cc ecccncececccstcecccccececeds $2,079,862 33 
Deduct difference in stock on hand more than January 1, 1955......... 4,205 90 
Amount properly chargeable to maintenance............eccccecevcees $2,075,656 43 
ermmertimtrorite evs tTCAtMeNt, « .:c-o.-.0s:0 6 oe veciab eeicie ccs see cise ae ees 187,029 


LINED RP Sura aay on cae ce oN Ebr ea deae Oa ve eae ala'siee's $10 98 
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Revenue from All Sources for the Period of Twelve Months from 


January 1, 1955, to December 31, 1955. 


Board of Patients: 
Subsidy, Boston settled cases . $129,529 58 


State cases. 36,792 00 
Outside cities and towns |. 6,195 00 
Cafeteria sales. hears ; 26,271 86 
Sale of: 
Bones, grease, chicken fat. . 200 89 
Junk, boxes, etc. . 8 03 
Garbage : ; 540 00 
Commission on canteen machines . 50 77 
Medical records and death certifi- 
cates. 95 00 
New England Telephone Company, 
commissions and refunds. 473 32 
Occupational Therapy Depart 3,481 28 
Miscellaneous. 198 85 
Total 


SUSAN H. LEEDS BEQUEST FUND. 





Balance, January 1, 1955 Re $273 43 
Income ; 390 48 
Total 


Total expenditures 


Balance, December 31, 1955 


Respectfully submitted, 


$203,836 58 


$6635 91 
293 83 


$370 08 


_ 





Davin 8S. SHERMAN, M. D., 
Assistant Superintendent. 


HospitaAt DEPARTMENT. 


LONG ISLAND HOSPITAL DIVISION. 


January 3, 


HospiraAL ACTIVITIES FOR THE YEAR 1955. 


(A) SURGERY 
Major operations . 
Minor operations . 


(B) Ovut-PATIENT DEPARTMENT 
Doctors’ visits 
Treatments 
Medications 
Hinton tests . 

Patients’ visits 
Revisits 
New visits . 
Minor surgery (105, included in (A) Minor 
operations) 
Anti-luetic treatments . 


EMPLOYEES’ OutT-PATIENT DEPARTMENT 


(C) ApMisstons DEPARTMENT 

Total number of admissions 
Readmissions 
New admissions 
Ambulance (male) 
Ambulance (female) . 

Doctors’ visits 

Blood tests 

eit 2 

Antabuse 


(D) VisitiInc STAFF 
(1) Dr. 8. H. Wilkins — SRS LO oes 

Doctors’ visits : 

Patients’ visits . 
Revisits . 
New visits 
Private patients 

Refractions 


Repairs SS eee Sh he 
Operations (21, included in (A) Minor 
operations) 


31 


1956. 
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Number of hospital patients . 

Number of dormitory patients 

Consultations — Hospital 
Dormitory 


(2) Dr. George Kelemen — Oye 


(3) 


(4) 


(8) 


Doctors’ visits 

Total patients’ visits 
Hospital . 
Dormitory 
Employees 

Revisits 

New visits . 


Audiologist report 
Mr. Koch — visits (resigned Sept. 1, 1955) 
Dr. Feldman — visits (appointed Dec. 1, 
1955) .. . sans 

Total patient visits . 

Revisits . 

New visits 
Hearing tests 

Hospital 

Dormitory 

Employees 


F. J. Muldoon — Podiatrist 
Doctors’ visits 
Dr. Muldoon 
Dr. Boyle 
Dr. Goddard 
Total number of patients 
Hospital 
Dormitory 
Employees 
New patients 
General chiropody 
Combination arch strappings 
Metatarsal arch strappings 


Dental 
Dentists’ visits . 
Dr. Dailey (resigned Sept. 8th) visits 
Dr. Baranowski peppomee sees en 
visits 5 
Examinations 


HospitaLt DEPARTMENT. 


Extractions 

Fillings 

Plate work 

Teeth treated ; 

Total number of patients 
Hospital 
Dormitory 
Employees 

New patients 

Re-visits . . 

X-rayed patients 

Hygienist 

Examinations 

Treatments 

Prophylaxis 

Total number of patients 
Hospital 
Dormitory 
Employees 

New patients 

Re-visits 


(6) Psychiatric Department 
Dr. David Myerson — hay ee 
Doctors’ visits : Sh ee 
Number of patients . 


(E) PHystorHERaAPy DEPARTMENT 
Doctors’ visits 
Dr. O’Brien 
Dr. DeLorme 
Patients’ visits . 
New patients 
Total number of patients 
Hospital 
Dormitory . 
Employees : 
Total number of troatmenta 
Exercise 
Infra Red 
Radiant heat 
Ultra violet 
Diathermy 
Neuro-muscular 
Stimulator 


34 City DocumMENnT No. 138. 


Whirlpool 
Hot packs 
Massage 


(F) OccupATIONAL THERAPY DEPARTMENT 


Clinic patients 

Hospital 

Dormitory 
Total number of treatments 

Total patients 

Total visits 
Total patient report “combining ward and 

clinic program 

Total number treatments and visits . 
Total number patients 
Total number new patients 


(G) X-Ray DEPARTMENT 
Dr. A. 8. MacMilland — Roentgenologist 
Doctor’s visits 
Total number patients X-rayed . 
Hospital 
Dormitory 
Private patients 
Students 
Employees . 
Total number films used 
‘Total number visits 
New patients 
Re-visits 
Fluoroscopes . 
Electrocardiograms 


(H) ParHotocicaL LABORATORY AND MORGUE 


Dr. Richard Ford — Pathologist 
Dr. George Katsas — Assistant — visits . 
Blood counts . 
Urinalysis 
Blood sugar 
Non-protein nitrogen 
Blood typing 
Chemistry 
Feces 
Bacteriological cultures 
Bacteriological stains 
Morgue 
Deaths 
Autopsies 
Medico-legals ' 
Histological examinations 


Hospitat DEPARTMENT. gO 


Total days’ care. ty oa 258,257 
Per capita cost per patient per day : $7.70 
Per capita cost per person per day for uncooked. 

food supplies. 9.43 


Amount properly chargeable to maintenance 2,185,688 .41 


Respectfully submitted, 


JoHN B. Anposca, M.D., 
Medical Director. 


Ciry oF Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


LAW DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR 1955 


Boston, March 1, 1956. 
Hon. JoHn B. HYNEs, 
Mayor of Boston. 
DEAR SIR: 
I submit herewith the report of the Law Department 
for the ealendar year 1955. 


I. BUDGET EXPENDITURES. 


1. Personal Service _. ; . $322,714 17 
2. Contractual Services E ; . 470,001 19 
3. Supplies and Materials. . : . 5,166 26 
4. Current Charges and OPABaWONE ; 1,485 00 
5. Equipment ; ' 912 37 
$400,278 99 

Ta ne Seca SRC 

WORKMEN’s COMPENSATION DIVISION. 

1. Personal Service. ; : . $32,385 96 
2. Contractual Services : : ; 156 82 
3. Supplies and Materials . ‘ : 498 37 
4. Current Charges and PY Re gee : 20 00 
5. Equipment ; Seibert screed 


$33,061 15 





ho 
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leas TARP 


1 Corporation Counsel 
1 Legislative Counsel 
1 Chief Legal Assistant 
28 Assistant Corporation Counsel 
1 Senior Legal Assistant 
1 Chief Claims Investigator 
1 Head Clerk 
2 Assistant Head Clerks 
6 Legal Assistants 
1 Title Examiner 
10 Principal Legal Stenographers 
3 Claims Investigators 
1 Principal Law Clerk 
1 Senior Law Clerk and Investigator 
1 Senior Legal Clerk and Stenographer 
2 Senior Legal Stenographers 
1 Senior Clerk and Typist 
1 Telephone Operator and Clerk 
2 Clerks and Typists 
1 Clerk and Stenographer 
4 Constables 
1 Senior Clerk and Stenographer 


WORKMEN’s COMPENSATION D{IvISION. 


Workmen’s Compensation Agent 
Medical Director 

Principal Law Clerk and Investigator 
Principal Clerk and Secretary 
Senior Law Clerk and Investigator 
Senior Clerk and Stenographer 
Nurse 

Clerk and Stenographer 


ee Ol oe ee ee ee 


Il. LEGISLATION. 


At its regular session in 1955 the General Court passed 
784 acts and 149 resolves including the following particu- 
larly related to the City of Boston: 


ACTS. 
Chapter 1. Relative to the Use of Ways in the City of 
Boston for Playground Purposes. 
Chapter 4. Relative to the Term of Certain Licenses for 
Gasfitters in the City of Boston. 
Chapter 18. Authorizing Cities and Towns to Borrow on 
Account of Public Welfare and Veterans’ Benefits. 


—————— — 


Law DEPARTMENT. a 


Chapter 36. Authorizing the City of Boston to Sell Cer- 
tain Park Land Therein to the Hebrew Home for Aged. 

Chapter 39. Relative to the Investment of Money Re- 
ceived by the Boston City Hospital. 

Chapter 44. Repealing the Provision of Law Requiring 
Special Licenses for Operators of Motion Picture Machines 
in Churches, Schoolhouses, and Public Institutions in the City 
of Boston to Bear the Written Approval of the Building Com- 
missioner of said City. 

Chapter 47. Relative to the Massachusetts Turnpike Au- 
thority. 

Chapter 54. Relative to the Employment of Legal Assist- 
ance by the Police Commissioner for the City of Boston. 

Chapter 60. Concerning Certain Contracts Entered into 
on Behalf of the City of Boston and the County of Suffolk. 

Chapter 62. Increasing the Salaries of the Members and 
the Secretary of the Licensing Board for the City of Boston. 

Chapter 90. Relative to the Salary of the Superintendent 
of Construction in the Department of School Buildings of the 
City of Boston. 

Chapter 135. Extending to Certain Private Ways and 
Parking Areas Statutory Regulations as to the Speed and 
Use of Motor Vehicles. 

Chapter 195. Authorizing Compensation for Overtime 
Service by Fire Fighters of Cities and Towns. 

Chapter 223. Granting Compensatory Time Off to Certain 
Police Officers in Attendance in Certain Criminal Cases. 

Chapter 225. Relative to Rent Control. 

Chapter 229. Relative to the Method of Assessing the 
Amount Which the Commonwealth May Be Called upon to 
Pay the Metropolitan Transit Authority on Account of a 
Deficiency as of the Last Day of December, Nineteen Hun- 
dred and Fifty-four. 

Chapter 236. Authorizing the School Committee of the 
City of Boston to Increase the Annual Appropriation to De- 
fray Certain Travelling and Other Necessary Expenses. 

Chapter 239. Relative to the Policing of the Prison Point 
Bridge. 

Chapter 247. Providing for a Payment in Lieu of Taxes 
in the Event of a Sale of Real Estate by a City or Town. 

Chapter 260. Authorizing the Metropolitan District Com- 
mission to Construct a Pedestrian Overpass on William T. 
Morrissey Boulevard in the Vicinity of Conley Street and 
Tolman Street in Boston. 

Chapter 262. Further Extending the Opportunity to Cities 
and Towns to Borrow under the Act Creating the Emergency 
Finance Board. 
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Chapter 264. Relative to the Division of the City of Bos- 
ton into Voting Precincts and Relative to the Change of Poll- 
ing Places in Said City. 

Chapter 284. Extending the Time within Which Counties, 
Cities, Towns, and Districts May Incur Debt to Secure the 
Benefits Provided by the Federal Government to Assist Them 
in Public Works Projects. 

Chapter 294. Providing for the Adjustment of Certain 
Grievances of Certain Employees of Cities and Towns. 

Chapter 295. Designating the Metropolitan District Com- 
mission Playground Area on River Street in the Mattapan 
Area of the City of Boston as the Reverend Francis A. Ryan 
Memorial Playground. 

Chapter 297. Designating a Certain Play Area Located in 
the Hyde Park District of the City of Boston as the John H. 
Dooley Memorial Playground. 

Chapter 298. Making the Principal of the Permanent 
School Pension Fund in the City of Boston Available for the 
Payment of Pensions under the Laws Relating Thereto. 

Chapter 309. Making Persons Employed by the Trustees 
of the George Robert White Fund in the City of Boston Eli- 
gible for Membership in the State-Boston Retirement System. 

Chapter 310. Concerning the Assignment of Places for 
Public and Private Dumps. 

Chapter 315. Relative to the Removal of Vehicles Parked 
or Standing in Violation of Law on Public Ways in the Down- 
town Area of the City of Boston. 

Chapter 318. Providing for the Regulation of Parking in 
Off-Street Parking Areas and Facilities Operated by the City 
of Boston. 

Chapter 343. Prowiding an Assistant Clerk for the Boston 
Juvenile Court. 

Chapter 344. Relating to Changing the Procedure for 
Valuing and Assessing Certain Property of Telephone and 
Telegraph Companies and Changing the Procedure Relating 
to Seeking Abatements of Taxes Thereon and Respecting Ap- 
peals Involved Therein. 

Chapter 364. Authorizing the City of Boston to Borrow 
Money for Remodeling, Reconstructing and Making Extraor- 
dinary Repairs to Certain Buildings Owned by Said City. 

Chapter 374. To Permit the Establishment of Metropoli- 
tan or Regional Planning Districts within the Commonwealth. 

Chapter 378. Providing for an Additional Court Officer 
for the Probate Court of Suffolk County. 

Chapter 396. Relative to the Effective Date for Increas- 
ing the Amounts Retained for the Teachers’ Retirement Fund 
in the City of Boston from the Salaries of Members. 
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Chapter 401. Exempting the Sale of Certain Veterans’ 
Housing from the Provisions of Law Providing for a Payment 
in Lieu of Taxes in the Event of a Sale of Real Estate by a 
City or Town. 

Chapter 422. Increasing the Salaries of Medical Exam- 
iners in Suffolk County. 

Chapter 437. Relative to Sick Leave for Certain Police 
Officers of the City of Boston. 

Chapter 438. Providing for the Acquisition by the Com- 
monwealth of a Certain Parcel of Land on Neptune Road in 
the East Boston District of the City of Boston. 

Chapter 441. Authorizing the City of Boston to Convey 
to the Commonwealth for Armory Purposes Certain Land in 
the Dorchester District of Said City. 

Chapter 445. To Facilitate the Sale of Veterans’ Housing 
Constructed on Land Acquired through Tax Title Foreclosure. 

Chapter 450. To Provide Further for the Establishment 
of Off-Street Parking Facilities in the City of Boston. 

Chapter 517. Authorizing the County of Suffolk to Pay a 
Pension to William J. Brickley. 

Chapter 518. Providing for the Maintenance by the Divi- 
sion of Youth Service for a Limited Time of a Place of Cus- 
tody in the City of Boston. 

Chapter 529. Relative to the Tunnel to Connect Common- 
wealth Avenue in the City of Boston with the Proposed Garage 
for the Parking of Motor Vehicles under Boston Common. 

Chapter 532. Designating the Overpass Running from the 
Sumner Tunnel to the General Edward Lawrence Logan Inter- 
national Airport as the Professor Enrico Fermi Overpass. 

Chapter 534. Changing and Establishing the Harbor Lines 
in Savin Hill Bay, in Boston Harbor. 

Chapter 551. Providing Additional Funds to Cover the 
Cost of Certain Sewerage Works within the South Metro- 
politan Sewerage District. 

Chapter 558. Relative to Recreation Areas in the Metro- 
politan District. 

Chapter 570. Transferring to the Metropolitan District 
Commission the Care, Control] and Maintenance of Certain 
Portions of Columbia Road in the City of Boston. 

Chapter 594. Increasing Pensions Payable under the Per- 
manent School Pension Fund in the City of Boston and Equal- 
izing Pensions Paid Thereunder. 

Chapter 595. Providing for the Liquidation and Abandon- 
ment of a State-Aided Veterans’ Housing Project, Boston 
200-13. 

Chapter 598. Providing for Assistance to the Boston Arena 
Authority to Enable It to Make Necessary Repairs. 
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_Chapter 603. Establishing a Minimum Weekly Rate for the 
Care of Aged Persons Who Are Inmates of Boarding Homes 
and Are Receiving Assistance under the Old Age Assistance 
Law. 

Chapter 616. Creating the Historic Beacon Hill District 
in the City of Boston and Establishing in the Building De- 
partment of Said City the Beacon Hill Architectural Com- 
mission and Defining Its Powers and Duties. 

Chapter 633. To Provide for an Additional Court Officer 
in the Municipal Court of the Roxbury District. 

Chapter 645. Relative to the Rights of Certain County 
Employees. 

Chapter 649. Relative to Assessment Systems in Cities 
and ‘Towns. 

Chapter 651. Authorizing the Installation in Registries 
of Deeds of Metering Machines for the Sale of Documentary 
Excise Stamps. 

Chapter 654. Relative to Urban Renewal Projects. 

Chapter 656. Relative to the Establishment of Metropoli- 
tan or Regional Planning Districts within the Commonwealth. 
wealth. 

Chapter 670. Relative to Increasing the ene of Pen- 
sions, Retirement Allowances and Annuities Payable to Cer- 
tain Former Public Employees. 

Chapter 675. Establishing a Board of Schoolhouse Struc- 
tural Standards. | 

Chapter 681. Extending Workmen’s Compensation to Km- 
ployees Furnishing Aid to Other Governmental Units. 

Chapter 685. Authorizing Housing Authorities to Provide 
Recreational and Community Facilities in Housing Projects. 

Chapter 696. To Strengthen the Activities of Cities and 
Towns in the Prevention of Juvenile Delinquency. | 

Chapter 698. Providing Funds for Highway Work Made 
Necessary by the Floods Caused by the Rains of August 
Eighteen and Nineteen, Nineteen Hundred and Fifty-five. 

Chapter 699. Relative to the Alleviation of Certain Finan- 
cial Burdens Imposed by the Floods Caused by the Rains of 
August Eighteen and Nineteen Hundred and Fifty-five. 

Chapter 708. Further Defining the Rights and Privileges 
of Veterans. 

Chapter 716. Authorizing Cities and Towns to Construct, 
Maintain and Operate Outdoor Artificial Ice-Skating Rinks. 

Chapter 719. Providing for Notice and a Public Hearing 
for the Approval of Increase in Rates of Fare by the Metro- 
politan Transit Authority. | 

Chapter 725. Relative to the Membership of the Board 
of Trustees and the Powers of the Advisory Board of ‘the 
Metropolitan Transit Authority. 
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Chapter 726. Further Extending the Opportunity to Cities 
and Towns to Borrow under the Act Creating the Emergency 
Finance Board. 

Chapter 728. Authorizing a Monthly Transportation Al- 
lowance under the Old Age Assistance Law. 

Chapter 731. Authorizing and Directing the Metropolitan 
District Commission to Construct and Improve Playgrounds 
and Other Recreational Facilities. 

Chapter 735. Relative to the Salaries of Probation Officers 
in the Municipal Court of the Roxbury District. 

Chapter 739. Clarifying the Purposes of the Highway 
Flood Relief Loan, Act of Nineteen Hundred and Fifty-five. 

Chapter 741. Increasing the Salaries of Certain Justices 
of the District. Courts. 

Chapter 742. Relative to Exhibiting Motion Pictures and 
Using Radio or Television on the Lord’s Day. 

Chapter 743. Authorizing the Metropolitan District Com- 
mission to Improve the Neponset River and Tributaries 
Thereof, So As to Permit Reclamation of Certain Lands in 
the Neponset River Valley and Flood Control Therein, and 
Establishing the Neponset River Drainage and Flood Control 
Apportionment Board. 

Chapter 748. Increasing the Salaries of the Justices of the 
Municipal Court of the City of Boston, and Further Defining 
Their Duties. 

Chapter 751. Further Relating to the Non-Criminal Dis- 
position of Parking Violations. 

Chapter 753. Providing for the Care of Premature Babies 
by Boards of Public Health. 

Chapter 760. Providing for Contributory Group Life, Ac- 
cident, Hospitalization, Medical and Surgical Insurance for 
Persons in the Service of a County, City, Town or District 
and Their Dependents. 

Chapter 768. Relative to Flood Control of the Charles 
River and Tributaries Thereof. 

Chapter 773. Repealing Certain Provisions Relating to the 
Location of the Refuse Disposal Incinerator. 


RESOLVES. 


Chapter 56. Authorizing a Joint Board to Study the Feasi- 
bility of Draining Certain Lands Near the Neponset River 
and Developing the Same. | 

Chapter 64. Increasing the Scope of the Investigation and 
Study by the Special Commission on Taxation. 

Chapter 81. Providing for the Establishment of a Special 
Commission on Equalization and Apportionment. 

Chapter 100. Increasing the Scope of the Special Com- 
mission on Equalization and Apportionment. 
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Chapter 146. Providing for an Investigation and Study by 
a Special Commission Relative to the Construction of an Ad- 
ditional Vehicular Crossing between Boston Proper and East 
Boston and Relative to the Creation of the Massachusetts 
Port Authority. 


IV. LITIGATION. 


A. SUPREME JUDICIAL COURT. 


The following cases handled on behalf of the city or 
its officials by the Corporation Counsel were decided by 
the Supreme Judicial Court during the year: 

Molinari v. Boston 1955 Mass. Adv. Sh. 1199. This 
was an action of tort for personal injuries sustained by 
the plaintiff, a minor and a pupil attending a public 
school in the city of Boston, and for consequential dam- 
ages to her mother. The plaintiffs’ declaration alleged 
that an employee (teacher) of the city negligently com- 
pelled the pupil to stand close to a hot and dangerous 
radiator and pipes which they allege constituted a nui- 
sance and that as a result thereof the pupil sustained per- 
sonal injuries. The Superior Court judge sustained the 
defendant’s demurrer to the plaintiffs’ declaration. Upon 
appeal by the plaintiffs, the Supreme Judicial Court af- 
firmed the order of the Superior Court sustaining the 
defendant’s demurrer, saying that— 


“Tt is settled that the municipality is not liable for 
the torts of public officers or for those of their agents 
and servants acting in the discharge of the public du- 
ties imposed upon them. ... This principle applies 
to the ‘negligent or tortious’ acts of those charged with 
the conduct of the public schools or with the construc- 
tion and maintenance of schoolhouses.... The 
plaintiffs gain no advantage by asserting the existence 
of a nuisance... .” 


Cefalo v. Board of Appeal of Boston, 1955 Mass. Adv. 
Sh. 39. This case involved an appeal to the Superior 
Court, sitting in equity for the County of Suffolk, by 
an owner of property in the West Roxbury district. The 
petitioner had been denied her application for a variance. 
After hearing, the Superior Court reversed the Board of 
Appeal and ordered the variance granted. The Board 
appealed to the Supreme Judicial Court and that Court 
ordered the final decree reversed and the action of the 
Board of Appeal upheld. 
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B. DEPARTMENT REPRESENTATION AT 


PUBLIC HEARINGS. 
1. DEPARTMENT OF PuBLic UTILITIES. 


Members of the Law Department represented the city 
when necessary at hearings before the Department of 
Public Utilities on matters affecting public utility cor- 
porations, such as issuance of permits and petitions in- 
volving changes in rates and contracts. 

Considerable time was spent in the matter of the fur- 
nishing of coke oven gas by the Eastern Gas and Fuel 
Associates to the Boston Gas Company. The contract 
price for this gas was ordered reduced by the Public Utili- 
ties Department, and ultimately the consumers in Greater 
Boston will benefit thereby. 


2. Crvitr AERONAUTICS BOARD. 


The Law Department, by exhibits, briefs and appear- 
ance before the Civil Aeronautics Board in Washington 
in the so-called New York-Florida Proceeding, sought 
more adequate air transportation in and out of Boston. 


3. CrviIt SERVICE. 


This department handled twenty-eight hearings given 
to employees by the various department heads under the 
Civil Service laws. 

This department represented department heads on four 
cases appealed to the Civil Service Commission by city 
employees. 


4, MISCELLANEOUS. 


Boston Port Authority, State Department of Public 
Works, and Interstate Commerce Commission. 


Representatives of the Law Department attended 
hearings before the Boston Port Authority, the State 
Public Works Department, and other public commissions 
when the city’s interest warranted. The City of Boston, 
the Port Authority, Boston Chamber of Commerce, and 
the local railroads have joined together seeking equaliza- 
tion of iron ore rail rates which, if realized, will bring 
millions of dollars to the port of Boston. This proceeding 
is still before the Interstate Commerce Commission. 
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C. TORT ACTIONS. 


During the year 371 tort cases were disposed of. The 
total amount paid by the city was $381,751.37. Follow- 
ing is a brief comparison of such total payments since 
LQ50 i407 

FO50HHiy dalieeily ante Stee 
O51; Bi aetna. Ty yeti 183,944 29 
195204 Nargsicea iste ccce ee 
1953 ‘ ’ : ; . + 182,855 16 
1954 : , : 7 ; 194,135 81 
$055 °) OT a Ne i eae 


Following is a table showing the detail of the disposi- 
tion of tort cases since 1950: 





2] 4 r Ea woe Z z 
3 | 32 a z 38 E : 3... 
oO a Het ES 2 aE Eg 3 * E Pee 
> Chee) ada? (283!1 & oe a2 = .6 rs a3 
ne 25 ogo | ao) °@ 25 o> a | wees 2 o @ 
2 | 3 5.” gave jel & 2 be] a3 & |= ‘9 ae 
a1 o= eg Be ie co FS on oS Emo s Baa 
om as) Ey 5 Oop o > 2 & mn 5S So 2 S p=5 3S 5ST 
eat os < a a o a = A le & < 
Jr] 2] 3 | 4 |s| 6 | 7 | s | 9 | 10 | il | 2 
1950...| 21] 10] $10,300 37} $490 47| 11] 184] $158,140 26) $859 40 65| 270) $168,440 83] $623 85 
1951... 21} 12) 14,840 47| 706 64] 9| *232| 169,108 82} 728 46 52| 304] 183,944 29] 605 OT 
1952...| 13) 5] 15,195 12] 1,168 84| 8] +4242) 197,363 29] 815 55 70| $25) 212,558 41] 650 9L 


1953...; 33} 17} 10,900 55 330 32} 16) $213] 157,496 11; 722 93 85} 351) 182,855 16] 520 96 
1954...} 26) 16) 23,491 34 903 51; 10 223) 149,778 97| 671 66 65} 333] 194,135 81] 582 99 
1955...| 14]: 7} 12;962 42) 925 89 7| §265) 354,229 00) 1,336 71) 84] 371) 381,751 37] 1,037 80 


%* 22 settled during trial in amount of $18,662.93. t 20 settled during trial in amount of $14,458.50. 
4 13 settled during trial in amount of $18,880.10. § 8 settled during trialin amount of $14,559.95. 


D.. MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS AND 
TESTIMONY. : 


The supervision of medical examinations and the ar- i 
rangement for medical testimony given in court con- 
tinued to be under the direction of Dr. Nicholas J. King. 
In addition to the examinations made by Dr. King, some 
twenty-five other physicians were employed in making 
examinations in the city and elsewhere; in addition, 
many X-rays and hospital records were examined. 
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Following is a statement of expenditures made for 
medical examinations and testimony: 


ae se) . $8,249 06 
memereaoctors. ~.  . SS. 9250'00 
tet Pathcece tl eA S12.499 96 











EH. INVESTIGATION OF CLAIMS AND TORT 
ACTIONS. 
The Investigating Division of the Law Department 
examined into 1,599 claims in the year 1955. The detail 
of the work carried on is as follows: 


Claims or actions for personal injuries or prop- 
erty damage alleged to have been caused by 


highway defects . : 731 
Claims or actions against firemen, police officers, 
and other city employees ; 153 
(86 actual suits—67 other possible suits in- 
vestigated) 
Other claims or actions . : : f é 715 
Total : : . f ; ‘ é : 1,599 


F. DISPOSITION OF CLAIMS. 


Claims pending January 1, 1955 . ; ess t 859 

Claims received during 1955. . : ; ; 863 
1,722 

Claims approved during 1955 , ; : 304 

Claims disapproved during 1955 . ‘ ; 509 


Claims approved for reimbursement of 
employees a 1955 (not execu- 


tions) : 100 
Claims approved "for " reimbursement of 

employees during 1955 on executions 57 970 
Claims pending January 1, 1956 : i ; ‘ 752 


Amount paid on approved claims during 1955 . $88,726 42 
Amount paid on reimbursements during 1955 


(not executions) . : 16,986 35 
Amount paid on reimbursements during 1955 
on executions ; : : i : ‘ 49,903 98 


Total amount paid during 1955 . ; - $155,616 75 
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G. CONTRACT CASES. 


Three contract cases were tried resulting in verdicts 
for the plaintiffs in the sum of $6,485.32; one contract 
case was settled for the sum of $2,307.32; two contract 
cases were tried resulting in verdicts for the defendant. 

Contracts for the year 1955 numbered one thousand 
three hundred and one (1,301). 

Bonds for the year 1955 numbered seven hundred and 
forty-five (745). 


H. LAND DAMAGE CASES. 


Twenty-seven land damage cases were disposed of 
during 1955. 

Seventeen cases arose from taking of land for street 
purposes, fifteen of which were settled in sums totaling 
$20,807.67 ; one was tried with an award to the petitioner 
of $1,248, and one was discontinued. 

Four cases arose from takings for off-street parking 
purposes and were settled in the sum of $26,488.72. 

_ Two cases arose from takings for school purposes and 
were settled for $8,900; one was tried with an award to 
the petitioner of $2,928.35. 

One case arose from taking for sewer purposes and 
was settled for $3,175. 

Two cases arose from taking of land for street widening 
purposes and were settled in the sum of $12,225. 


I. CITY EMPLOYEE SUITS. 


Seventy-five suits involving city employees were dis- 
posed of during the year 1955; thirty-one were settled in 
sums totaling $15,609.74; twenty-nine were tried result- 
ing in verdicts totaling $33,866.39; fourteen defendant 
verdicts were entered and fourteen cases were disposed 
of by non suit, neither party, or dismissals. 


K. CRIMINAL COMPLAINTS. 


The department represented the Building Commis- 
sioner in prosecutions under the Boston Building Code 
in twenty-nine cases. 
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L. APPELLATE TAX BOARD. 


The following tables show the comparative figures in 
regard to Boston appeals handled in the Appellate Tax 
Board during the fiscal year: 


Number of OVERVALUATION Founp. 


aad Appeals | Valuation 

Real Estate. nvolved. Amount. Per Cent. 
NU US oo Ae ere ee 199 $28,346,100 $5,841,700 20.61 
POS Eerie. P2b Ke. te 195 63,577,700 16,891,000 26.67 
DOS 2 Pereira ces siete 327 75,659,260 14,588,205 19.28 
OS Seti sie eva S18 512 4,049,600 29,176,900 25.01 
MOS 4 eo ee tes 565 304,051,600 49,121,500 16.16 
USCS ah arco a ee eee 466 59,734,530 11,823,900 19.80 


YEAR. 

APPELLATE Tax Boarp 
Boston APPEALS. 

1950. | 1951. | 1952. 





1953. | 1954. | 1955. 


Appeals entered.............. 3,184 4,526 4,573 4,791 4,178 4,405 
Appeals decided.............. 199 195 327 512 565 466 
Appeals settled or withdrawn..| 3,414 2,946 3,484 3,446 3,409 3,624 
Appeals pending............. 5,383 6,768 7,530 8,363 8,887 9,202 


Number of Assessed 


Cases. Valuations. 
Settlements and withdrawals for 1955............cccccececeee 3,624 $426,102,830 
eet TAT AOE SL; ob sts aie. olslng db ole clcieloc's elgionslovncwisiceess 466 $59,734,530 
Total assessments on allcases pending as of June 30, 1955.......... $1,218,995,711 


V. CONSULTING SERVICE. 


During the year our legal staff advised city and county 
officials by telephone communications and at personal 
conferences regarding the performance of their duties. 
In addition the department rendered 44 formal opinions 
and passed upon the form and validity of 1,801 bonds 
and 745 contracts. 
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VI. CONVEYANCING. 
A. REAL ESTATE. 


Sales, Leases, Licenses—City-Owned Properties. 

During the year 1955 the Conveyancing Section of the 
department prepared seventeen deeds, twenty-three 
leases, fifteen City Council orders, ten licenses, and one 
opinion. 

The Conveyancing Section conducted sixty title ex- 
aminations and examined numerous deeds, leases, plans, 
and other instruments and conferred with and reported 
to public officers interested therein. 


B. EMINENT DOMAIN. 


Laying Out and Construction of Public Highways. 

The Conveyancing Section during the year prepared 
instruments in settlement of 206 petitions for land tak- 
ings and damages to property resulting from the laying 
out and construction of public highways involving pay- 
ments of $141,954.98. 


C. LAND COURT. 


The City of Boston is a party respondent to all peti- 
tions filed with the Land Court for registration of title 
to lands within the territorial limits of the city. During 
the year the office appeared in seventy cases in this court 
and examined all petitions and papers filed therewith, 
preparing many answers to said petitions and documents 
and stipulations affecting the land and title sought to 
be registered. 

During the year appearances were made in numerous 
cases in the Probate Court in matters affecting the City 
of Boston in its capacity as a public charitable trustee. 
All accounts upon which the city or its departments were 
cited were examined. 


VII. COLLECTIONS. 
A. TAX TITLE DIVISION. 


In 1955 the Tax Title Division of the Law Depart- 
ment disposed of 543 cases, and brought into the treasury 
of the city the sum of $426,787.85. 
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The following statistics indicate the volume of work 
handled by the division in 1952, 1958, 1954, and 1955: 











B. MISCELLANEOUS COLLECTIONS. 


All the collections made by the department are ac- 
counted for in the statistics set out below except those 
specifically accounted for elsewhere in this report. The 
fluctuation in the annual collections is accounted for 
chiefly by the inclusion of non-recurring items in the 
collections for some years. 


























464 


1952. 1953. 1954. 
pemetes of petitions filed in the Land 
sou Sa oe ee ee 196 573 458 
Number of cases foreclosed in Land 
ing fo ot Oe eee 127 218 189 
Number of cases withdrawn from Land 
ign in Eioe - So)6 3S eee 85 97 157 
Total. number of cases disposed of in 
Ota a hen on Oe ee es 212 315 346 
Number of cases disposed of without 
MOLILIONB see coset we elle Hees tf ade’ 466 478 297 
Total number of cases disposed of....... 678 793 643 
Number of partial payments........... 1056 1008 869 
Assessed value of foreclosed parcels..... $125,400 00 $300,350 00 $188,000 00 $202,000 00 
Collected on redemptions .............: $283,518 97 $307,294 28 $459,562 71 $282,118 75 
Collected on partial payments.......... 146,415 63 245,932 50 223,074 51 134,474 90 
Taxes collected, not a part of tax title 
account at time of collection.......... 5,066 11 9,742 32 2,390 28 10,194 20 
TT OLAlOOUECGDS Wat che is oe ace dies $711,439 24 $617,719 06 $685,027 50 $426,787 85 





1952. 1953. 1954. L955. 
SSSI Conic nfelaly  § Sats $123,144 07 $122,716 91 $119,514 45 $112,478 35 
Cases on hand at beginning of year...... 5,084 4,453 3,99 2,490 
New cases received during year......... 680 1,213 588 1,317 
5,764 5,666 4,578 3,807 
Basins eollocted mill... .'.......5..'.- 487 459 426 374 é 
Claims otherwise disposed of........... 824 .1311 1,217 1,676 © 1,662 2,088 1,062 1,436 
4,453 3,990 2,490 2,371 


C. COLLECTIONS FROM ESTATES OF  DE- 
CEASED PERSONS RELIEVED FROM TAXA- 
TION. 


Under authority of G. L., ¢. 59, 5A, the Assessors of 
the City of Boston have committed to the Collector of 
Taxes upon special warrants the aggregate amount of 
the taxes from which persons were relieved. The claims 
for these taxes have been referred to the Law. Depart- 
ment for collection. 

During the year there were eighteen such cases re- 
ferred for action. Claims were filed in the Probate Court, 
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and in some cases suits were commenced in the Boston 
Municipal Court. There were twenty-nine cases, some 
of which were referred in previous years, which were 
settled and closed, and the amount of $12,249.87 was 
collected and turned over to the Collector-Treasurer of 
the City of Boston. 


D. CLAIMS AGAINST BANKRUPTS. 


During 1955, 204 bankrupt estates were investigated 
to ascertain whether the bankrupts were indebted to the 
city. In 126 of these estates claims aggregating 
$22,864.65 were filed. Sums received in 1955 from bank- 
rupt estates totaled $4,458.22. 


VIII. WELFARE SUITS.* 


Cases pending on January 1, 1955 83 
Plus set-off actions against Boston 1 
84 
Cases entered during year: 
Boston v. Cities and Towns ; ) fe ‘Ped. 150 
(Involving claims totaling — $486, 752. 60) 
Cities and Towns v. Boston << tg: ie oe ee 
(Involving claims totaling — $48, 432. 34) a 
Total number of cases entered during year . . . . 64 
Total number of cases in docket during year. . . . 148 
Cases disposed of during year: 
Boston v. Cities and Towns ee : a chee 
(Involving claims totaling — $151, 041.80 ) 
(Amount due and received by Boston — $113,768. ee 
Cities and Towns v. Boston : ives Gh 
(Involving claims totaling — $21, 598. 41) 
(Included one set-off action) 
(Amount due and paid by Boston — $11,502.14) 
Total number of cases disposed of during year . .  . 38 
Cases pending on December 31, 1955: 
Boston v. Cities and Towns ; Lg 
(Involving claims totaling — $691, 914. 61) _ 
Cities and Towns v. Boston . Sa 
(Involving claims totaling — $69, 018. 79) 
Total number of cases pending on December 31,1955. . 110 


} Including two set-off suits. 


* There are also pending against the Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
sixteen petitions for reimbursement of sums totaling $2,103,202.52. Four 
a these actions were commenced in 1955. Claims for aid rendered under 

G. L. (Ter. Ed.) chs. 111, 117, and 122, are involved. 

‘Seven petitions against the Commonwealth were disposed of during 
1955. The sum of $115,868.94 was paid to Boston on these seven petitions. 

These Commonwealth cases are not included in any figures in above 
report. 
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IX. WORKMEN’S COMPENSATION DIVISION. 


1,431 accident reports filed. 

153 appearances at Industrial Accident Board. 

121 hearings, and 32 conferences. 

Total cost of payments to injured employees, 
$201,247.21. 

ae of 70 employees on weekly compensation 
roll. 


The foregoing statement is a compilation of the 
work and accomplishment of the entire department. 
It does not disclose the efficient administration of the 
staff of assistants and personnel of this department. 
Their spirit of cooperation has made it possible for us 
to achieve the results shown herein. 


I express my deep appreciation for the untiring work 
of the assistants and office personnel throughout the 
past year. 

Respectfully submitted, 


Wituiam L. Baxter, 
Corporation Counsel. 


Crry oF Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING oghxzaim SECTION 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


PARKS AND RECREATION 
DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


Boston, December 31, 1955. 
Hon. JoHN B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 


DEaR Sir: 


In accordance with section 15 of chapter 185, Acts of 
1875, the Parks and Recreation Commission herewith 
submits its annual report for the year 1955. 


Respectfully submitted, 


FRANK R. KELLEY, 
Chairman, Board of Parks 
and Recreation Commissioners. 


THomas J. Carry, 

DANIEL G. O’CoNNOR, 

QO. PHILIP SNOWDEN, 

THEODORE C. HAFFENREFFER, 
Associate Commissioners. 
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Expenditures for Maintenance, January | to December 31, 1955. 


Parks, GARDENS — SQUARES. 


Algonquin Square 

Aquarium 

Aquarium, grounds 

Arborway 

Arnold Arboretum 

Back Bay District 

Back Bay, yard 

Belmont Square 

Blackstone Square 

Boston Common, Bandstand . 
Boston Common, Convenience Stations 
Boston Common, Deer Park, Tool House 
Boston Common, Festival 

Boston Common, Frog Pond . 
Boston Common, grounds 

Boston Common, Information Booth 
Boston Common, Log Cabin . 
Boston Common, Playland 

Boston Common, Telephone Booth 
Brighton District 
Carleton & pe gs Streets 

Castle Island 
Centervale Park 

Central Square . 

Charlestown District 

Christmas Festival 
Christmas trees and decorations 
City Square Beare ly) 5 
Cleveland Place 

Columbus Park . : 
Columbus Park Stadium . 
Commonwealth Avenue, main 
Concord Square 

Corbett Park : 

Dorchester Heights . 

Dorchester Park 

East Boston District. 

East Boston Stadium 

Eaton Square 

Edison Green. 

Edward Everett Square 

Kliot Square 

Fens. 

Fens Rose Garden 

lens Stadium 


150 76 
23,334 59 
11,111 90 
15,158 14 


PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. 


Franklin Park, Administration en saa 


ete... 
Franklin Park, Bandstand. 
Franklin Park, blacksmith shop 
Franklin Park, carpenter shop 
Franklin Park, garage 
Franklin Park, golf course 
Franklin Park, greenhouse 
_ Franklin Park, grounds 
Franklin Park, harness shop 
Franklin Park, lawn mower shop 
Franklin Park, paint shop 
Franklin Park, plumber shop... 
Tranklin Park, Refectory Building 
Franklin Park, repair shops 
Franklin Park, Rose Garden . 
Franklin Park, storehouse 
Franklin Park, yard . 
Franklin Square. 
Gallagher Park . 
George Wright Golf Course 
Hanson Street Play Area 
Hayes Square 
Heath Square. 
Herbert J. Wolf Square 
Horatio Harris Park 
Independence Park 
Irving W. Adams Park 
Jamaica Pond 
Jamaica Pond, Boat Landing : 
Jamaicaway i / 
John Harvard Mall . 
John F. Donovan Park 
Linwood Park 
Madison Park 
Mary Cummings Estate . 
Massachusetts Avenue 
Maverick Square 
McLean Park . 
Michael J. Brophy Park . 
Murray Park . 
Myrtle Street Boat Landing 
North End District . 
North End Prado 
Olmstead Park . 
Orchard Park . 
Park Drive, Administration Building 
Parks, General . 
Paul Revere Mall. 
Plympton Street Pool 


$2,918 
50 


4,339 
24,439 
53,197 
26,731 


88,241 : 


27,726 
218 
26,542 
20,266 
3,845 
6,463 
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Preble Street Traffic Circle 
Prescott Square 

Publie Garden 

Putnam Square . 

Recreation Division . 

Riverway 

Ross Estate 

South Boston District 

Thomas Park 

Veterans’ Monument Lot 

Walnut Park 

War Memorial 

Washington Park 

Webster Square 

West End District 

Winthrop Square 

Zoological Garden, animal range 
Zoological Garden, antelope house 
Zoological Garden, bear dens . 
Zoological Garden, bird house 
Zoological Garden, buffalo house 
Zoological Garden, camel house 
Zoological Garden, elephant house 
Zoological Garden, elk range . 
Zoological Garden, general 
Zoological Garden, lion house 
Zoological Garden, monkey house . 


Total 


PLAYGROUNDS. 


Almont Street Playground 

American Legion Playground . 

Billings Field Playground 

Brookside Avenue Playground 

Cassidy: Playeroundaih Se 

Ceylon Street Playground 
Christopher J. Gibson Playground 
Christopher J. Lee Playground 

Tallon Field Playground . 

Francis Parkman Playground 

Franklin Field Playground 

Frederick D. Emmons Playgr ound 
General Playground . 
George H. Walker Player ound 
Green and Lamartine Streets Playground 
James L. Cronin Playground . 
James I’. Healy Playground 

James and Margaret Tobin Playground 


$406 28 
581 25 
45,963 61 
59 25 


307,933 90 


2,878 30 
2.564 58 
13,690 92 

344 00 


8,993 95 
10,688 31 
8,172 99 
45,335 24 
291 36 
10 53 
17,694 46 
9,037 38 
75,299 06 
8,737 44 
235 51 


$1,520,283 51 


$10,711 26 
7,031 51 
10,829 60 
2.540 95 
6,460 41 
4,008 74 
10,490 15 
7,242 79 
11,783 20 
5,751 08 
31,977 05 
3,804 53 
45,861 28 
7,125 41 
145 00 
7,625 04 
8,105 37 
547 52 


PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. 5 


Jefferson Playground ae 
John J. Connolly Playground 
John DeFilippo Playground 
John A. Doherty Playground . 
John J. Doherty Playground . 
John F. Holland Playground . 
John W. Murphy Playground 
John H. L. Noyes Playground 
John J. Ryan Playground 
John Winthrop Playground 
Kiley Street Playground . 
King Street Playground . 
L. Gertrude Howes Playground 
Leo F. McCarthy Playground 
Lester J. Rotch Playground 
London Street Playground 
Mary Draper Playground 
Mary Hannon Playground 
Mary E. Hemenway Playground 
McConnell Park Playground . 
McKinney Playground ; 
McLaughlin Playground . 
Mission Hill Playground . 
Paris Street Playground . 
Parker Hill Playground 
Portsmouth Street Playground 
Readville Playground 


Rev. Father Buckley Playgr ound . 


Rogers Park Playground . 
Ronan Park Playground . 
Smith’s Pond Playground 
Stanley A. Ringer Playground 
Thomas J. Roberts Playground 
Wallingford Road Playground 
Wesley G. Ross Playground 
William J. Barry Playground . 
William E. Carter Playground 
William Eustis Playground 
William E. Garvey Playground 
William F. Smith Playground 
William Gary Walsh Playground 


Total 


XYMNASIA. 


Brighton Gymnasium 
Cabot Street Gymnasium 


Charlestown Building Gymnasium 


Columbia Road Gymnasium . 


$6,604 44 
9,375 00 

160 00 

175 32 
7,305 64 
3,246 53 
9,437 54 


$415,112 46 


$10,039 90 
50,173 71 
1,866 40 
14,989 78 
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Curtis Hall Gymnasium . 

Hyde Park Gymnasium 

John J. Doherty Pool 

John J. Williams Gymnasium 
Lexington Street Gymnasium 
Maurice J. Tobin Memorial Building 
North Bennet Street Gymnasium . 
Paris Street Gymnasium . 
Roslindale Gymnasium 

Troy Street Pool 

Tyler Street Gymnasium 

Vine Street Gymnasium . 


Total 


BaTHsS AND BEACHES. 


Baths, General . 

Broadway Municipal Building 

Charlestown Pool — . 

Dover Street Bath House and ‘Laundry 

L Street Bath House and Beach . 
North End Park Beach, Bath and Pool 
Repair Room, Sewing Room, and Stock Room 


Total 


GENERAL EXPENSES. 
Central Office — Administration 
Street Trees 
Automobiles, Tractors, Wagons, ete. 
Miscellaneous y 


Total 


RECAPITULATION. 


Parks and Gardens 

Playgrounds 

Gymnasia . 

Baths and Beaches 

General Expenses. 
Rehabilitation of Franklin Park Z00 


Construction of Dover Street Laundry and Utility 


Building . 


Reconstruction and Repair of Parkways and 


Roadways 
Playground, Fairmount Section, Hyde Park 
Park and Player ound Improvements, etc. 


$26,365 24 
15,148 35 
722, 50 
24,299 94 
9,482 80 
23.046 46 
45,029 53 
58,016 70 
8.810 40 
382 28 
10,066 15 
25,463 89 


. $323,904 03 


$8,104 82 
32,046 67 
45,049 44 
174,379 82 
129,906 17 
49.753 22 
36,446 08 





$475,686 22 


$155,525 71 
90,402 86 
70,858 51 

7,665 26 


. $324,452 34 


$1,520,283 51 
415,112 46 
323.904 03 
475,686 22 
324,452 34 

4,950 42 


32,366 00 
23,588 17 


40 00 
119,845 65 


~~] 


PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT. 


Playground, Gardner and Baker Streets, West 


Roxbury . $45 00 
Removal of Trees, afflicted with the Dutch Elm 

Disease . : 5 1 18,021 60 

Total . f ; , ; : . 93,258,295 40 


CASH RECEIPTS. 
For Twelve Months Ending December 31, 1955. 


Park DIVISION. 


Franklin Park Golf Course , : . . $18,565 00 
George Wright Golf Course : } : ; 32,019 00 
Permits for signs, openings, ete. : ; : 65 20 
Fees for services and equipment : : : 420 00 
Refunds . ‘ 85 92 
Commission on public telephones | in Park 

Department : . ; ‘ 423 12 
Settlement of claims for damages ; , : 774 13 
Miscellaneous ! ; ; : 33 00 
Towels, soap in playground. houses. ; A 1,730 56 
Rentals from property and concessions. : 11,078 50 
Boston Common Tree Fund, income : : 125 88 
Mary P. C. Cummings Trust Fund, income . 5,643 00 
Randidge Trust Fund, income . : , : 1,776 72 
Babcock Music Fund, income . y ; : 89 42 
Foss Flag Fund, income —. i ; I ; 85 00 
Foss 17th of June Fund, income ‘ : ; 85 00 
Suspense Account ; : 5 é : , 350 00 
Sale of park land . , ; : a » Be Ws £152;500 00 








$225,849 45 


Batu DIvIsIoN. 











Towels, soap, etc., in bath houses .  .  . = 425,601 39 
— 25,601 39 
$251,450 84 
a er ed 
Above receipts were credited as follows: 
General Revenue : : : : . $90,795 82 
Trust Funds, income ‘ ; ; : , 7,805 02 
Suspense Account. : : ‘ : ; 350 00 
Sales of City Land . : ; : : . 152,500 00 
$251,450 84 
Pe eeweerett nett ae) 


Expenditures of Revenue, Special Appropriations and Trust 
Funds, January 1, 1955 to December 31, 1955. 


RECREATION. 
Common and Parks in Existence on January 12, 1887, 
Maintenance and Improvements of _. ; : : . $176,441 72 
Eradication of Dutch Elm Disease . , k ; : 15,525 60 
Establishment of Parks and Play grounds , ; : : 38,930 47 


Mary P. C. Cummings Trust Fund, income .  .  . 26,549 18 
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Park and Playground Improvements, etc., revenue ; : — 


Randidge Trust Fund, income . . ae $1,987 70 
Hurricane Emergency . : . 030,557 92 
Construction of Buildings. and Origina al E quipment and 
Furnishings Thereof , , : 8,769 80 
Michael Francis Cahill Fund — . : ; : ; 5,984 30 
Flood Emergency ; : eee . ‘ 45,580 51 
Department Equipment Loan . : ; , : 68,521 82 
‘Cote wae ; ; , , , . . $808,849 02 


FRANKLIN PARK GOLF COURSE 
1955. 
Opening Date, April 2. Closing Date, December 18. 


Registered Attendance, 30,664 








Annual Permits, 3 at $30. , : ; $90 OO 
Annual Permits, 569 at $15 ; . 8,585 00 
Daily Permits, 196 at $1.50 ; 294 00 
Daily Permits, 8883 at $1.00 . 8,883 00 
Twilight Permits, 1526 at $.50 . ; 763 00 

Total aki Kaghare: Shy oie ce UU 


GEORGE WRIGHT GOLF COURSE 
1955. 
Opening Date, April 9. Closing Date, December 19. 


Registered Attendance, 44,504 


Annual Permits, 44 at $40 . : . $1,760 00 
Annual Permits, 454 at $30 ; . 13,620 00 
Daily Permits, 3982 at $2.00 . . , | | ieeeeen ee 
Daily Permits, 7394 at-$1.00 ..  .  . | (Reged 
Lockers, 427 at $3.00. .  . «9, ens 

Total » Lk ee ve ei 


ATTENDANCE REcORDS — 1955. 


Playgrounds, Shower Baths, Beaches and 
Swimming Pools, Gymnasiums. 


Playgrounds, Summer Attendance 6,800,000 
Playgrounds, Winter Attendance aeoueg ) 350,000 
Shower Baths . ; 2,000,000 
Beaches and Swimming Pools. 1,100,000 
Gymnasium, Class and Individual Attendance. _ 240,500 


Total’, ) (200g PY ye 2 





PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
STATISTICS TO DECEMBER 31, 1955. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT — 
CEMETERY DIVISION. 





The following annual report is presented for the 
Cemetery Division from January 1, 1955, to December 
31, 1955. 


DEPARTMENT CEMETERIES. 


The burying grounds, cemeteries and tombs which 
are owned by and in charge of the City of Boston are as 
follows, with a total area of about 7,040,708 square feet: 


Square Estab- 
Feet. lished. 


Bennington Street, East Boston. . 157,500 1838 
Bunker Hill, Charlestown _ . . 48,202 1807 
Phipps Street, Charlestown. . 76,740 16380 
Copp’s Hill, Hull street, City ; . OULD 1009 
King’s Chapel, Tremont street, City . . 19,3844 1630 
Granary, Tremont street, City . : . 82,063 1660 
Central, Common, City . . 60,693 1756 
South End South, Washington street, City | . 64,670 1810 
Hawes, Emerson street, South Boston <a A Ay ol BSG 
Union, East Fifth street, South Boston . . 5,470 1841 
North, Uphams Corner, Dorchester . . — . 142,587 1633 
Eliot, Eustis street, Roxbury ; . 34,830 1630 
South, Dorchester avenue, Dorchester. 95,462 1814 
Westerly, Centre street, West Roxbur Wie etter OU OU Lise 
Walter Street, West Roxbur Vy roo ee L 
Evergreen, Commonwealth avenue, Brighton . 604,520 1848 
Market Street, Brighton . is, 072 1764 
Mount Hope, Walk Hill street, 125 acres and 14 330 
square feet 1851 


Fairview, Fairview avenue, Hyde Park, about 50 acres, 1892 


Ciry TomBs. 


Twenty-five in the South Ground; six in Phipps Street 
Ground, Charlestown; one tomb for infants in South Ground; 
one tomb for infants and one for adults in Copp’s Hill Ground; 
one for adults and one for infants in the Granary Ground; 
one for infants in King’s Chapel Ground; one for infants in the 
Central Ground; two receiving tombs in East Boston; one re- 
ceiving tomb in Dorchester North; one receiving tomb in 
Dorchester South; one receiving tomb in Ever green Cemetery, 
Brighton; one receiving tomb in Mount Hope Cemetery, and 
one receiving tomb in Fairview Cemeter y, Hyde Park. 
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Cemetery Division Receipts, January | to December 31, 1955. 








‘ Perpetual Interest on 
CEMETERIES. Loca Care Perpetual 
yee Receipts. Care. 

Monn talope #8 nce see ie Fy bivtegsr oes $81,650 45 $15,945 00 $19,937 70 

HALE VIGW.F ota eehccr tn mi hots a ee ar ehee oe 27,708 80 9,400 00 5,524 70 

HIVEESEGON «Pures aise ae arse ies © oh 16,027 75 9,080 00 7,085 58 

Worchoester wn OF tH eee cee were nic aah et 30 OO“) re as ae ee 404 48 

PIOTCDOBLELASO UU eee) tet rere ge aie oe 30" OO Tice. ereemeccatees 137 10 

Bennington SLLCOG rm Pasture Lala trate 3 OOS Wa Sele oil cote: artes cale: 

COD DISMELIM eatin eee et hAsedhaogt @ anete tea choke 30 OOClS. eee ee ee 62 50 

Botton tsOU vam, ct cai es oe ail 35. ODF 1. «ice csc bene tie ened atin, eee cars 

Westerly: 5b Asvocn yo slees-b a sae ov ve bs 00 6 -a0yvslte 3 en er 176 32 

Geribralig & Fy fvcte Werte dus 5 505, wo wie 0 wo. ow wie tue | woe 16 6 a etre ene 62 50 

Phipps: Streets... os sks Stee Sewn ese wee] ds ao oe 0 ee 15 25 

Burkert Hains 0 os b oveve ces 3 oo ooo M's. 000 | ene ote eie Gi epee ee 1 20 

GEANGTY. 6.505 obo ee ew diene we oe eo [ne de eo pinnae 62 50 

King’s Chapel 2625 2 6 occ coo 0 3 ote is | oye 0 6) Seb ee en err 62 50 

EL OURIS eee ats or i hee OEE ee See $125,520 00 $34,425 00 $33,532 33 
Total, General Fund, December 31, 1954 $4,104,556 .34 
Interest, General Fund 1955...... 118,461.96 
Revenue (General Receipts) 1955 125,520.00 
Discounts on Securities Purchased 607.50 

; $4,349, 145.80. 

Payments from Fund During 1955: 

Premiums and Accrued Interest. . . $3,182.70 
Refunttes, .ackateias sek bese < 665.00 

wo 3,847.70 

Total, General Fund, December 31, 1955................. $4,345,298 .10 

Total, Perpetual Care Funds, December 31, 1955.......... 1,130,940 .85 


Total Cemetery Funds 


artis ea 0a (Own ia «he eum 


ee 8 oe we = we 


$5,476,238 .95 
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Summary Statement of Cemetery Activities, January | to 
December 31, 1955. 








| giee| 2) al, |e 
E slaaiea| | él2 |3, 
8 al i) x o aS =] aa] .2 eo of : 
CEMETERIES. g a G2 vs a3 i) 53/5.) 851 of 

R ne = of |.8§61d3el|/ta|] se] se 

I m Bs no =o oe We te a ee = ee 

2 s s a) fa {/5a | 8st | 3M | oA | §O 

4 Ss) So O a) Oo os a > 
Mount Hope........ ecUIeiEoo. | ols |) 8,800] 2,095 }....01...6. 308 23 2 
Hairvieweedsr ee. o's 467 267) 216 | 1,078 | 1,376 Br vars OSM laces ic eeures 
BIVGPQreeticis > sis. sss 192 22 fee 1,100 | 2,784 |. Poe Gee 86 Dia'|| eee 
Dorchester North.... cit stesl saree.» PA which GEN tea ceed (REGEN IAS OC TRE) CRN ME ge 
Dorchester South.... RGR PRO ayes ts eevee lar sis.c, ecefivsiers,e [ore << |s exo Po sie e ef] o wees 
South End South.... SIMO Shorey Ure wee sf Set orate Vetie.< sal aieraie af ace deie le 6 oof 
is eaaaeae a ee Pe etre ets ae < oil os lecclens o's eas ofc eo ca|elatews Leh orate b ess 
Opp Beadle yon eats ass UNM A eas os est lc eratelel wfivcuimte s' | awit las asle | scie Ssili« bees 
PSS SECC Cee a eit fatality x] > o-« 1 acs £5. 8 (tines chet lei earl fe ucts oe UBER IN WeWcree 
ini Sy Le AES «ciel ye ayed ee eae (Re ee UD fereceen ee Vel aetcne | teeauetree ous tlh tex ents | eiete tens 
VOPR b es, a oe | oe ell ae ee Or LP leer nome Menu aceys luticcmara|Grarereisie ciated sce se 

JET es eee eee 1,865 | 200 } 606 | 11,036 | 6,253 Matsa, ay 493 25 2 





Cemetery Division Expenditures for Maintenance, Year Ending 
December 31, 1955. 
Peeeriorn. 6 6©|C.lClClwllCUeCUteCt*«S:S*é«&SLG, 91-9 
Mount Hope . , eR Shae yar re, Pipes 103,520 
Fairview. : , ; : ; f . ; 47. 926.56 
Evergreen . : ; ; ; 3 ; : 31,949 71 
Merete North  . =. wl; 3,183 00 
ee 3,611 90 
Seeteeoreureet CC ll 3,789 10 


Hawes and Emerson : : : : : é 97 30 
Westerly . ty eae Aaeer: ara 176 00 
Central ; : : ‘ : : : ; : 471 50 
Eliot. ; } : : ; ; ; 1,754 30 


South End South. ‘ 3 : : ; ‘ 1,774 20 
Copp’s Hill Ny cL CUE CO Ae ee ee 3,774 45 
Granary. aT ee ; 3,133 80 
I coli hte eel ie  e a 4,013 20 
Bunker Hill , ; ; : : . 1,882 96 
i Ae ne en 1,831 40 
Market Street .. sn aT: ® duthine eA Mine h § 96 80 
he rer ae ne EN ee 4,117 70 


Total , . $294,113 50 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 


FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


Hon. JoHN B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 
Dear Mr. Mayor: 

In compliance with the provisions of section 24 of 
chapter 3 of the Revised Ordinances of 1947, I respect- 
fully submit the annual report of the Public Works De- 
partment and of the Public Improvement Commission 
for the year ending December 31, 1955. 


FISCAL. 

The total expenditures of the department for the year 
were $21,288,729, of which $3,222,387.52 represents water 
assessments levied by the Metropolitan District Commis- 
sion, and $624,373.86 represents Metropolitan District 
Commission sewer assessments. 

The receipts of the Water Division totaled $6,237,- 
141.79, and the revenue derived from the operation of the 
Sumner Tunnel reached a record high of $2,413,231.59. 

Lhe operation of the Sumner Tunnel resulted in a 
record-breaking surplus of $1,022,063.14, and the surplus 
resulting from the sale of water amounted to $57,917.28. 
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LOAN ORDERS. 

On April 26, 1955, a City Council order was approved 
by your Honor, which provided, under the provisions of 
section 7 of chapter 44 of the General Laws, that the sum 
of $2,000,000 be appropriated for the construction of 
public ways and the sum of $1,000,000 be appropriated 
for the construction of sewerage works, and on May 3, 
1955, that the sum of $225,260.50 be appropriated for 
departmental equipment. 


STREET CONSTRUCTION WORK. 
State-Aid Program. 


Last year we completed a considerable amount of street 
reconstruction under the Chapter 90 State-Aid Highway 
Reconstruction Program. The following important main 
highways were constructed under the State-Aid Program: 


Cummins Highway, West Roxbury, from Washington 
street to Harvard street. 7 

Hyde Park avenue, West Roxbury, from Walk Hill street 
to Cummins Highway. 

Neponset avenue, Dorchester, from Adams street to 
Gallivan Boulevard. 

Southampton street, Roxbury and South Boston, from 
Massachusetts avenue to Andrew square. 


The total cost of the Chapter 90 Construction Program 
in Boston for the year 1955 was $548,570.57, of which the 
State Department of Public Works, under the provisions 
of section 34 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, paid 
45.8 per cent, thereby presenting a substantial savings 
of $251,058.05 to the taxpayers of Boston. Construction 
was started on Dorchester street, South Boston, and Ter- 
minal street, Charlestown, but was not completed in 195d. 
It is planned to again conduct an extensive program of 
street construction under this chapter in 1956. 


Non-State-Aid Program. 


We also completed a major street reconstruction pro- 
gram, comprising extensive construction and reconstruc- 
tion, in every section of the city. Several important traf- 
fie arteries resurfaced by the department during the year 
are listed as follows: 
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A street, South Boston, from Dorchester avenue to Con- 
gress street. 

Cambridge street, City Proper, from Charles street to 
Blossom street. 

‘Dock square, City Proper. 

Dorchester avenue, Dorchester, from Adams street to 
Hancock street. 

Huntington avenue, Roxbury, from Massachusetts avenue 
to Ruggles street. 

Longwood avenue, Roxbury, from Huntington avenue to 
the Brookline line. : 

Perkins street, West Roxbury, from Chestnut street to 
Parkman Drive. 

Pond street, West Roxbury, from Avon street to Mt. 
Walley avenue. 

Poplar street, Hyde Park, from Beech street to West 
street. 

Summer street, South Boston, from Fort Point Channel 
to B street. 


In continuation of our policy of replacing brick side- 
walks with cement concrete in the older sections of the 
city, contracts during the year totaling approximately 
$84,000 were awarded for this work. 

The following is a summarized financial statement of 
the expenditures made in 1955 for highway improve- 
ments: 


Budgetary Item. 


Public Ways, Construction of (Loan Account) . 4 $2.0 HL, 056. 82 
Public Ways, Construction of (Revenue Account) . : 146,226 51 
Reconstruction of Streets (including sidewalks) . | ; 64,898 34 
Sidewalks, Construction and Reconstruction of . , : 31,742 47 

See re) $2,618,984 14 





The following is a summarized record of the highway 
improvement work done by the department in 1955: 


Number of Streets Constructed or Reconstructed, 157. 
Includes 43 new streets and 3 footways ordered laid out and 
constructed under the provisions of chapter 393 of the Acts 
of 1906. 

Miles of Streets Improved, 24.38. 

Includes 5.66 miles of so-called Chapter 90 state-aid high- 
way improvements. 

Miles of Sidewalks Improved, 2.79. 

In addition to sidewalk improvements included in the above- 
noted street improvements. 
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We also completed during the year the removal of 274 
gas lamps, which were replaced with an equal number of 
1,000- or 2,500-lumen electric lamps. It is our intention 
to continue with this program in 1956. 


SNow REMOVAL. 


We were fortunate during the past year in that no 
snowstorms of major proportions occurred. Only two 
storms had snowfall of appreciable precipitation — Feb- 
ruary 1, 3.8 inches, and March 4 to 5, 4.7 inches. No snow 
removal was required by contract forces, but contractors’ 
plows were hired for plowing following the aforementioned 
two storms. 

There are 743.35 miles of public streets that have to be 
plowed and maintained during the winter months. The 
department’s fleet of thirty-seven (87) snow fighters was 
used to plow, sand, and salt the streets of the downtown 
area. Most of the plowing work in the rest of the city 
was done by approximately 250 trucks rented on an hour- 
ly basis from contractors. 

The cost of snow removal work for 1955 was 
$240,019.43. 


BRIDGES. 

On May 18, 1955, the Fort Pot Channel, above Dor- 
chester avenue, was declared nonnavigable by action of 
the: Federal Government on petition of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts and the City of Boston. This 
act will allow the elimination of the drawspans of the 
Broadway and Dover Street Bridges, and provide a con- 
siderable savings in bridge operating costs. 

During the year we petitioned the Corps of Engineers, 
U.S. Army, for a change in the operating regulations of 
the Charlestown, Malden, L Street, Summer Street, 
Northern Avenue, and Congress Street Bridges. The peti- 
tion requested a change in regulations similar to those 
granted for the Broadway and Dover Street Bridges in 
1954, which provided the bridges to be closed to naviga- 
tion from 4 P.M. until 9.30 a.m. each day. It is expected 
that this petition will be granted in 1956 and will result 
in a future substantial savings to bridge operating costs. 

On September 12, 1955, work was started on the recon- 
struction of the approach spans of the Charlestown Bridge 
under a contract awarded to Builders Iron Works in the 
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amount of $931,000. Charles A. McGuire & Associates 
were engaged to prepare plans and specifications for the 
repair and renewal of the drawspans for this bridge, in- 
cluding the operating mechanism. 


HURRICANE F Loops. 


As a result of rainfall as an aftermath of Hurricane 
Diane, the precipitation occurring on August 18 and 19, 
1955, was the heaviest in the history of the Boston 
Weather Bureau. The total rainfall over the two-day 
period was 11.94 inches, occurring in 36 hours. The 24- 
hour rainfall of 8.40 inches broke the previous record of 
6.04 inches on July 9, 1921. 

Extensive areas in the South End, Back Bay, and Rox- 
bury were flooded, and hundreds of cellars were pumped 
out by the department forces with some assistance from 
the Fire Department manning civil defense pumps. All 
available contractors’ pumps were also engaged for this 
work. About the time we finished pumping out the cellars 
in these districts, the Neponset River, Charles River, and 
Mother Brook had reached their maximum crest. As a 
result, the Island Section in Hyde Park and Belnel Vil- 
lage in Dorchester were flooded, the water standing sev- 
eral feet deep in many of the basements, and deep enough 
in Belnel road and Margin street to require the use of 
rowboats to provide ferry service to the residents. Your 
Honor established an emergency committee under the 
direction of the Civil Defense Department with head- 
quarters in the Hyde Park Municipal Building. A rep- 
resentative of this department assigned to the committee 
furnished transportation to the Health Department for 
the distribution of chloride of lime to householders for 
disinfecting the water in their basements and provided 
for daily refuse collections in both areas. 

When the river subsided sufficiently, the department 
put all its available pumps and equipment into these 
areas and dewatered all the flooded basements. While 
waiting for the river flow to subside, the department made 
every effort to lower the depth of flow in the Neponset 
River and Mother Brook and to protect property and 
lives by clearing debris from the crest of Union Waste 
Paper Dam in Dedham, from the Jenkins Dam and from 
the upstream side of the Central Avenue Bridge, both in 
the Dorchester Lower Mills area, and by inducing the 
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owners of the Jenkins Dam and the Walter Baker Dam 
to raise the dam sluice gates to their full opening in order 
to lower the depth of flow upstream. 


REFUSE DISPOSAL. 


During the year, we acquired 124,821 square feet of 
land, located northerly of South Bay avenue, Roxbury, 
by taking from the New York, New Haven & Hartford 
Railroad, for a site for the South Bay Incinerator. On 
December 2, 1955, proposals were received for the fur- 
nishing of incinerator equipment, including furnaces, 
waste-heat boilers, fly-ash controls, and other appurte- 
nances. Five bidders submitted proposals on three types 
of furnaces — namely, the circular furnace with a rotary 
stoker, a rectangular furnace with a reciprocal stoker, and 
a rectangular furnace with a traveling grate stoker. An 
award of this equipment contract will be made after eval- 
uation of the bids by the consulting engineers, Metcalf 
& Eddy, and the department, and then plans and specifi- 
cations will be prepared for the incinerator building. It 
is expected that construction of this plant will start early 
in 1956. 

Contracts for the collection of refuse and garbage, 
awarded on April 1, 1955, provided that five more collec- 
tion districts will be supplied with rubbish trucks having 
the modern all-enclosed steel bodies. This makes a total 
of_sixteen (16) out of the seventeen (17) districts now 
being furnished with these sanitary refuse trucks. 


New BuvuILpina. 

Architect William W. Drummey was engaged to pre- 
pare plans and specifications and supervise the construc- 
tion of the following three new facilities for the depart- 
ment in 1955. An office building and garage at the new 
yard located at the Arborway and Forest Hills street, 
West Roxbury, to house the offices of the Highway, Sani- 
tary, Sewer and Water Divisions, and to provide storage 
for fifteen (15) snow fighters and one (1) snow loader. 
The work was done by the Park Construction Company 
at a cost of $146,706.90 and completed on September 4, 
1955. A garage to provide storage for six (6) snow fighters 
at the Western Avenue Yard, Brighton, constructed under 
contract with J. J. Bonavire, Inc., at a cost of $41,988, 
was completed on September 15, 1955. An addition to the 
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Highland Street Garage, Roxbury, to provide additional 
stockroom space, is being constructed by Kane & Diaferio 
Construction Company, at an estimated cost of $20,000. 
Work will be completed early in 1956. 


PURCHASE OF EQUIPMENT. 


New equipment purchased during the year included 
two (2) Chevrolet carryalls, one (1) Ford sedan, one (1) 
Buick sedan, two (2) Ford 4-ton trucks, seventeen (17) 
Ford 3-ton trucks, three (3) Diamond-T 5-ton trucks, 
one (1) Ford truck with back hoe and catch-basin cleaner, 
one (1) Ford wrecker truck, one (1) G.M.C. wrecker 
truck, two (2) Ford emergency utility trucks, one (1) 
Ford stake truck, one (1) Unit self-propelled crane, two 
(2) Walter snow fighters, nine (9) Hough front bucket 
loaders, and twenty-two (22) Baughman sanding bodies. 


PERSONNEL. 


There were 2,022 employees in the department as of 
December 31, as compared with 2,050 employees on Janu- 
ary 1, 1955. 

DETAILED REPORTS. 

Appended hereto are reports submitted by the Division 
Engineers relative to the activities of their divisions in 
1955, and also a report of the Public Improvement Com- 
mission describing its activities for the year 195d. 


Respectfully submitted, 


GrorGE G. HYLAND, 
Commissioner of Public Works. 
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The records of the department show that there are 
now 2,022 persons eligible for employment in the 
several divisions, and of that number 2,010 were upon 
the January 1, 1956 payrolls. 


Grade and Number of Employees. 


SERVICES. 
dS : 

TITLE. A= ne: A 
as\2lelfaleieldlelel. 
eo/S (eles B/8/8/8/E12 
S|<|/a |B |a|/a/a]/Elalea 

CSGRONIESONGD io iss Soe ob Maes Hee 1 |. .n2le os abe s hee eet sae amet oe chats 1 
IOLVIsION GALINEETS.,. .n vistere heat aie.s [wae | aves 1 1 LEP Ob | See] Sears be 
Chief engineers soi god os ce cc ec os 6 0| ond «| omen] ace w 5) cman an ne 1 1 
Associate civil engineer............. Pe Pd fai) Bee rig mol ieee 1 
Assistant division engineer..........]....|.-+0]-ee- Liliane abies Oped ctetern erates hacacehe 1 
Superintendents and assistants......]....]....|-..- 2 3 1 1 a RR er 
District. suPePrVisOrs «5.2 «++ o> wanes ce] eee tn pene ees Per Pers Pee 13 
Supervisors and assistants.......... 1 1 | ..6n oe eee ee OS Dee a 
Principal senior and civil engineers...}....].... 11, |, 2S te 7 SI Se eee) Oe 
J UNIOL-CLVILONZINECTS 1a «sleds > Ble ee cle eee 3 2 bce gested) ieee ae | ye PP: 
DONLOM CNPINEETINE S108 5,65 . ac... pole «ttaeealeaae 15 S92 see ale ae 9 | 33 
Juniomengineering pidsns<,. << eis stated aa os lente ane Zul eek tL 4 
Senior public relations representative |....|....]/....].... 1. (3.2%: Peters PR ae iL 
Automotive and _ senior electrical 

PRITIOGOLS y aie'w 0 ons e vice Male gas Re ca 1} esis) ae ot eae 2 bea teas 3 
Assistant electrical engineers........]....]....|...- 2 | ae oiler orote eaneente faeeiet etree 2 
Chief pumping station engimeéra.i..2. <1 ice}. cs |..~ ols cola pI ery sce bons tee a 1 
Pumping station engineers and sta- 

HOMaryY QDLINEETS. sages con's Wale nw ats hn. Ss cals [ice ee 4 lxesatee sake 4 
Kanara) foreman. .isi,\scccieests a gle Mek dete Ti Lnceet ake 1. |. Saayel tea ie Sern 2 
Tietriog fovanien oc. fa. i ov amin ck: s ache MORE eRe 12 6 B& bes eh Bharat be 
Other feremen « siddens oe 3 8 teas hes oe 10 Li lois 1 2 oof 22 
(IN GEANBNOCEOTS «thes s Geko ei Cotte eee Ll of. cc) S20 eee re oe S 
Tnspecbore jose ce be olan ance merle sha 1 4 | 60 | 68 | 39 ieee te eee 
Legal assistant s,s '.; bc ctsec stole wipes sus |'clert ba cies Lake be kee eae aah iatare Le sat et 
Chief qleetrician s,s cic buss ssc'n dks ie s 51a pe vee ond weet Talee 3 ae 1 AES 1 
BHlectricianioperators. 7S... ees etlec loses lowes 1 1 1.:..| “25a --| 18 
Executive secretary, P.W.D......... 1 el eters 
Executive secretary and assistants. ..|. 0. <|esrcleveslucesleses|onee) amen em a2 


ee | | —— |] | | | - | | | | 


Carried forward....cccccccccees 4 | 14] 21 1119 | 96 | 68 | 21 | 41 | 25 [409 
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Grade and Number of Employees.— Continued. 


SERVICES, 
>) 
TITLE. } 2 Le ‘ 

Ze| 2 | Bes g To oe ea ae 
go |e isa) |e le les | 2 
O(a /H iF |/alalalelale 
BIOUGKE forward Bo. 6 oP es ee os 4 | 14 | 21 |119 | 96 | 68 | 21 | 41 | 25 |409 
Senior personnel officer and assistant 744 Vie Py ie OE Cove COO ee ea wete iia CO Cee ee 2 
eee Ss ae ne eee ees ed rs Di Miccalerats eer> Vex cere 1 
ReWONT WER or Sais ok a cinivts' [one 1 1 1 1 1 1 oS tose ee 
Principal clerk and secretary....... 1h |e A lie Real habe Bal Penge Pie I eek Pee DR he 1 

Principal clerks, stenographers, ac- 

POUNL Glerks, Gt. 0. 1h... 8 1 2 4 9 2 co read NS 5 | 33 
a ag ay ae (es ee Pe ed ae SS Sep 
Senior clerks, typists, stenographers, 

OUR rae stathiaie e sicigate aoc oe tivs) 6), AAP eD ome 5 1 5 3 2 1} 32 2 | 54 
Clerk-stenographers, clerks, typists...].... py a a ae 1 ne ts Ee a ist ae Doe 
ES EE ed eee ee ee Du fy eo abib ere s,s 1 2 
SE GG Gh ody s|s.-].ccsfenecless-[oces|esss AAA ae 1 
Senior i SEE es ed De eae alas 1 hase ctpe G 
Principal storekeepers..............[.... Rilsidsahoasds Lik eee hee. Les 2 
Senior storekeeper and storekeepers..|....] 1. |....]....[...-]eccclececfeeesfeees 1 
IEE ERCEE Wok ss osc cs]. esl ecespecis|eccsfecesfanss Loteoee tak 
Supervisor and special water meter 

GW ie asf das|adec|iciclsscclsnesfaces|aae. 3 3 
Myaver mover reagers and)clerks......|....[.cccjcces|oses|oeeclecccfece- 29 |esent 29 
MM ENMGUETOS, 50. c 0s ss -leecelence|cccalsseelecccleces a eee dt eee 4 
NEM ds nk es cds slave} deca|eass| swe sfemesteces A 42 
Supervisor, mobile guard...........].... MP arts cteteb dl ate waite cio. stare) a etataaiiers ere 1 
Sergeant, mobile guard.............|.... BROT AE fe caste ene Lies las ef aset 2 
eee Pe Wea at Sata ba Girt ele fais «a [0 oe Ppa ahs 13 
Drawtenders and assistants.........]..../.... Be tlt oa Oe eiaie Pec Pots Len 127 
SSS SS a I Reeth Gh Meta i is w.a's bas on | pass 2 
PEE OEETUING So. cess ccc ecseslescsleneslebes Da alee as Uta am Leah baie 1 
Chief and senior investigator........|....]....J...- ORLA INERT toto Lar 2 
Estimators and investigators........)....|...e|eee- ip dlciese platens aint ehotm ale BOE 6 
re (Pr Sg niet Paar tr ered Or Ry CCC Ce Lee 1 
sta oie a cas) e tins shaded om aa) aa wal sve <]aree lace’ 24 towns) 24 
EMI CROLGE fo 20 re. gi cls s fc a oalie Wal since] «ss chariots aalaccsha ces Ya ORS 
Photostat operators...... Sie eet ee ee rd es ee Li keewe bees 1 2 


-——— | — | ——— | — | | | | | 


Reersed Jorword...s.oscsececess 11 | 42 {155 |146 |106 | 78 | 74 |153 | 34 |799 
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Grade and Number of Employees.— Concluded. 


SERVICES. 
TITLE. E ' bb 
3 $ 8 3 3s B Oe) fi: Oh Pe 
go) /2 See] 212/ 5/2 
OlalalzE lala l|alelerilea 
Broughegorward. Oe -eiste « wateiets 11 | 42 }155 |146 |106 | 78 | 74 |153 | 34 |799 
Principal duplicating machine oper- 

BGO sins Sin diac! ols ip bieie Ge web nia ote et Stace ce] Siarel'or] > anata |) Bean eee eee 1 1 
BEWer PAtOMAIe ssh <6 ola sje.e § »\oe eth oi setae |e lahoca| beekaee RC e Bi Asie aralsere eel He ks 
Yardmasters and yardmen..........]....|..-- 1 3 1 5 7 ve 
Road. roller Operators. pie sn aan dente a] oes 9 |e d pamten ey Pe as ae 2 
WORKING TORENIGN . 2. Siplese duno pve «aise vyisie 2 3 1 3 6 1 | 20 36 
Sewage ACFECH OPOLAvOLls <u 5. 5s sesccasesme ficyes ee one moll eneder [aE ee Bol Aes ‘ Pa 
Firemen and oilers.y:.).. 2.20. 065560<|s0s t| een) ase e 1O°pew ell A bepsia eg] 10 
Sam PiAe oiceh od sae wn bx ns ya ahaa) see pee Oy as RR Pee 1 2 
Repairmen and maintenancemen....|.... 32 2 5 1 7 3 | 78 128 
Crane operators...... Ade wane cheese ts beh] eae Lik ivetls caetoaes EA 2 
Maintenance mechanics and helpers, 

CUE Sis dun bees pialesad cise Caos ew seen 1" |. ae oy 22 |.. 28 
Garpentersand, helpers... .:f 0s saseseits ce tyo is els ote 12 vA 6 i Zi ee 23 
WCHIETE co yes Dunn stahachees vee kee hPa 3 |< de ote A ed ed ce ped 
POULUTR Aes uh 0, abhaw ate ea «hese paren 2 2 & | eee SERA aCe a. gp ae 
Paveres wis oy ech Ga abe nd se ay Ode eee 48 : 2]....| 50 
Biackamith and helpers.: :...4..4.s.c<y]s 0001s a<0)saue Lit copie : Py) eet 
BYP OVO 6 iain ds ce ccs Ohne anche nn Secs] vaph eae ene 1 Ofc Seed ebed Geek te 
Sewer Cleaners. ie. nsiiicicle wove bays hau | i eb] ates she ease fee by fa es ee ee . 4 ee 
Catch-basin machine operators. .....}....).esc{eecs|eeceleces Ts ee sihanesiene 
Heavy motor equipment operators...}.... 2 11) | 7°56 Li) ase St et tol 
Motor equipment operators.........|.... 5 5 | 48 {105 | 25 20 .|208 
Junior building custodian........... vdealeeeete mes [a dal) oe res vee eae | 
Garage attendants.,...... cap cka de els wep 20 ‘ 2 cel ae 
Laborera) ...>'tas" A Aah AAS Pre EA gc aen 22 2 | 87 1316 | 20 7 | 52 ]....|506 
Constables .’s «i's \o.0 das ob toe bebe n ete beg eo | oat eae 1 | 6 |..25)suae eee 

"EOUUAEEE. sisuide 5.co 5 a's 6 wares oa 11 {131 |182 {359 |631 {190 {101 {382 | 35 |2022 





eS eee ee 
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Number of Employees Actually Employed January If, 1955, and 
January I, 1956. 
»~_ 
3 
s 3 
Tin | D > 
q Jape ° 
8) 4\Se| 8) 8 |e se) ¢/8ila 
E/ 81/80] 2) 28 |ba|es]e) 3] é 
a |e |O ole ia |nd} a] 4] 48 
January 1,1955......... 36 | 104] 10] 185 | 380 | 370 | 616 | 195 | 134 | 2,030 
January 1,1956....,....| 35 | 99]| 11 | 181 |.380 | 357 | 629 | 188 | 130 | 2,010 
Total Eligible Force. 
January 1,1955......... 37 | 105 | 10 | 186 | 384 | 375 | 620 | 196 | 137 | 2,050 
January 1, 1956......... 35 | 101 | 11 | 182 | 382 | 359 | 631 | 190 | 131 | 2,022 
RO ae Transfers, Resignations, Retirements, Deaths, 
etc., of Employees. 
' A ; spas ; 
iy! of : eros Ss 
Rey +: s = |Sblige 
Bak 33 +" age ae SERVICES. -= | Onl Oe S| 3] 3 
piesater) £& | 3 > 1955-1956 m eel Boal |S 
Ss isesi os] +] @ . ss OR} O38) 8 ~ 
Kite 438 acia|&| ¢ 4 | go abS| als 
21/8 |s8A's0|/ 2) 8) & B | £0) 860) 2 | & 
Ala |e je |Aia! § Sie |e ai< 
eS ae hk) Mido | ae ee 10 }| Central Office... 11 1 DD eRe a Neeteee 
a} i 2| 137 || Automotive..... 131] 4 Liioe eh cer. 
3 1113 14 186 |. Bridge......... TOR Sule, Shed ae bole 
4117 6| 6 9 | 375 || Highway....... 359 | 5 60) <elce 
14 | 24 1 5 5 | 620 || Sanitary........ 631 a 5 1 | 52 
Te aa 3 3 196 || Sewer.......... BOOM eat sreetetete 1 9 
Pv dS A AG pees ee SLOW BULVOY cheats ate el Ri barrie Ee sey: Ae 
ot 4 ft; 2 4.\).105 | Tunnel ..%. 232. 101) |2 2 5 
8] 15 1 5 2 6 aoe Waterie...deese 382 5 6 tiny PAs: 
33 | 79 231.044 2 | 30.1.2,080-1 Totals... ssa 2,022 | 24 21 | 4 |103 
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MAINTENANCE APPROPRIATIONS AND EXPENDITURES. 


Total Appropriations, 








Division or SERVICE. Bate ek ee Expenditures. “i paring 
Carried Over from 1954. 
Central Office ©...) . $61,611 68 $61,611 68 $0 00 
Automotive Division ' 676,124 45 673,206 45 2,918 00 
Bridge Division . - ; 724,485 17 715,506 86 8,978 31 
Highway Division . ; 1,685,539 56 1,512,577 24 172,962 32 
Lighting Service ; ‘ 1,431,032 84 1,431,031 78 1 06 
Sanitary Division . . 4,350,351 99 4,811,648 42 38,703 57 
Sewer Division . : : 929,596 73 911,135 68 18,461 05 
Sumner Tunnel... 648,261 05 641,098 96 7,162 09 
Survey Division . ; : 136,068 24 136,068 24 0 00 
Water Division . : ° 2,825,437 68 2,572,383 47 253,054 21 
Theda At Spite, OF $13,968,509 39 | $13,466,268 78 | $502,240 61 
LOANS AND SPECIAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
TITLE. Bie Fe Expenditures. | ee iar 
Bridges, Repairs, ete. (Revenue): ..222..% 50 0ieuns eee $318,015 80 $220,595 13 $97,420 67 
Bridges, Construction of (Non-Revenue)............. 2,103,906 38 341,103 55 1,762,802 83 
Bridges, Construction of (Revenue)............see0e. 275,536 59 251,841 38 23,695 21 
Construction of Buildings and Original saat hepa ane 
Furnishings Thereof (Non-Revenue)............ 133,661 09 125,000 00 8,661 09 
Reconstruction of Streets (Revenue).............008- 137,129 21 66,896 39 70,232 82 
Public Ways, Construction of (Revenue)............. 166,143 44 144,228 46 21,914 98 
Public Ways, Construction of (Non-Revenue)......... 4,061,682 78 2,371,056 82 1,690,625 96 
Sidewalks, Construction and Reconstruction of 
(Reverie) Fes se as bere ee ie eevee 108,924 14 31,742 47 77,181 67 
Street Girne Revenue) oy. li thas & oe ees baat 9,934 28 9,697 63 236 65 
Snow Removel (Revenue) voce chiens s the shiek aes ee 349,767 15 240,019 43 109,747 72 
Incinerator Building, Construction and Equipping 
(Non-Revenve)ia.s suns ee. a tee ee eee eee 1,200,000 00 80 00} 1,199,920 00 


Sewerage Works (Non-Revenue).............2..-e0- 1,248,527 13 444,599 11 803,928 02 





T ntalsc-oanldcernne Uerediciie Sa eh rani $10,113,227 99 | $4,246,860 37 | $5,866,367 62 
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APPENDIX A. 


REPORT OF THE AUTOMOTIVE DIVISION FOR 
THE YEAR 1955. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear Sir: 


I am submitting herewith the annual report of the 
Automotive Division of the Public Works Department 
for the year ending December 31, 1955. This report covers 
the activities of the five garages, the Mobile Patrol, and 
the Motor Pool. | 

The quota of employees assigned to the Automotive 
Division was one hundred thirty-nine, but, due to vacan- 
cies, the number of employees averaged one hundred 
thirty-two. These employees were assigned to the follow- 
ing duties: One temporary division engineer, in charge 
of the division; nine employees assigned to office work; 
four employees assigned to the stockroom; three em- 
ployees assigned to wreckers; thirty-nine employees as- 
signed to repair work; thirty-seven employees assigned 
_ to maintenance of buildings, gasoline and oil dispensing, 
cleaning, watchmen’s duties, and motor vehicle operation ; 
and thirty-nine employees assigned to the Mobile Patrol, 
which maintains a watch over Public Works Department 
property and equipment between the hours of 4 p.m. and 
8 A.M. 

The office maintained by the division at City Hall 
processed 1,973 requisitions in 1955, of which 1,105 were 
service orders and 868 were purchase orders. A petty cash 
fund of $300 was used to make about one hundred pur- 
chases a month, usually under $3 each. The City Hall 
office reports the following expenditures from the 1955 


appropriation. 
Personal services . . . .  . $468,200 00 
Contractual services TAP HYG 113 42,184 90 
Materials and supplies. ; . 149,190 45 
Rents and registration fees . . . 12,085 59 
Purchases of new equipment... 1,545 51 





$673,206 45 
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An equipment loan was issued in 1955 to purchase new 
automotive equipment, and from this loan, and water 
division and snow removal funds, the following equip- 
ment was ordered. 


2 Chevrolet carryalls 
1 Ford sedan 
1 Buick sedan 
2 Ford 4-ton trucks 
17 Ford 8-ton trucks 
3 Diamond-T 5-ton trucks 
1 Ford truck with back hoe and catch-basin cleaner 
2 Wrecker trucks, (one Ford, one G.M.C.) 
2 Ford emergency utility trucks 
1 Ford stake truck 
1 Unit self-propelled crane 
2 Walter snow fighters 
9 Hough front bucket loaders 
22 Baughman sanding bodies 


Delivery of the above equipment was made late in 
1955 and early in 1956. 


To provide additional garage space, and to enable the 
department to place snow fighters in strategic positions, 
two new garages were built in 1955, one at Forest Hills 
to store fifteen snow fighters, and one at Brighton to store 
two snow fighters and other snow-fighting equipment. 

. The Forest Hills garage was equipped with a new air 

compressor piped throughout the building, and with small 
power tools, jacks, and stands, to expedite minor repairs 
on snow fighters. Three motor equipment repairmen were 
assigned to this garage for the winter months. One motor 
equipment repairman was assigned to the new Brighton 
garage during snow removal work. 


The Highland Street garage repair shop performed ap- 
proximately one hundred overhaul jobs, one thousand 
major repair jobs, and twelve thousand minor repair jobs, 
including tire repairs and lubrication check-ups. 

It is now our practice to assign men to specialized duty; 
one group is assigned to work on the thirty-six snow 
fighters; other men are assigned to repair of the twenty- 
nine sanders, and the twenty-eight front bucket loaders 
and snow loaders. The men seem to feel more responsible 
when given the care of certain equipment, and, because | 
much of the snow removal equipment is old, constant 
attention is necessary. During January, 1955, the M.T.A. 
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transferred four snow fighters to the City of Boston, when 
the city agreed to plow and sand streetcar and bus routes. 

In addition to the construction of two new garages, an 
addition to the Highland Street garage is being built to 
provide additional stockroom space. It has been difficult 
to operate efficiently in the present cramped quarters, 
and almost impossible to take inventory. Renovations 
were made to the Albany Street garage with the conver- 
sion of the direct current electrical system to alternating 
current. We expect this changeover to cut operating costs 
and allow us to operate modern equipment and tools. A 
new overhead door was also installed, and further im- 
provements are planned, including a larger air compressor. 

The Automotive Division received commendation from 
Mr. Joseph Malone, Director of Civil Defense, for work 
performed during the floods caused by the heavy rains 
in the month of August, 1955. The employees of the divi- 
sion worked on a 24-hour basis throughout the storm, not 
only repairing equipment, but manning various types of 
pumps used to pump out flooded cellars, etc. 

The year 1955 witnessed the retirement of two veteran 
employees of the Automotive Division, namely, Division 
Engineer J. Leo McGrath, and Superintendent of Auto- 
motive Maintenance Daniel J. Coughlin. Mr. McGrath 
entered the employ of the City of Boston on March 25, 
1912, and retired August 10, 1955. He served for many 
years with the Water Division before appointment as 
Division Engineer on January 23, 1950. Mr. Coughlin 
entered employment November 24, 1924, and retired 
February 15, 1955; all of his service was with the Auto- 
motive Division. 

The Mobile Patrol and the Motor Pool operated in a 
satisfactory manner during 1955. The Motor Pool consists 
of one dispatcher and nine drivers (one from the Auto- 
motive Division). The dispatcher makes all assignments 
to the drivers, and also has charge of the short-wave 
radio. Within the Public Works Department there are 
forty-one cars equipped with two-way radios. The Motor 
Pool assignments outside the Public Works Department 
consist of the following: 


Institutions Department, conveying patients to Tewks- 
bury, Long Island, and Nazareth. 

Purchasing Department, conveying inspectors to sources 
of supplies. 

Public Library, checking district libraries. 
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Election Department, conveying voting machine inspec- 
tors, and work on election day. 

Assessing Department, Printing Department, Public Cele- 
brations, and Mayor’s Office, various assignments. 

Real Estate Division, conveying city auctioneer to those 
locations where city-owned property is to be auctioned. 


The Mobile Patrol Section, with thirty-nine men and 
four vehicles, patrolled the city, protecting Public Works 
Department property. The fifteen mobile guards are as- 
signed to various shifts, 4 p.m. to 12 midnight, and 12 
midnight to 8 A.M., as well as around the clock on Satur- 
day, Sunday, and holidays. The guards inspect all yards, | 
and at each location punch a Detex time clock. Watchmen 
are permanently stationed on locations where experience 
has shown that it is advisable to have a man present at 
all times to protect city property. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES H. STEWART, 
Chief Automotive Engineer. 
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NUMBER OF EACH TYPE OF AUTOMOTIVE EQUIPMENT 
IN PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 


Passenger cars . , ; sey 
SemreeeetOn if. el. A eae Oy, 
Trucks, 1- to 13-ton . : ; ; SOL 
Trucks, 2- to 3-ton . ; , . 94 
Trucks, 5- to 8-ton . ; cals 9 
PereesOfee ey eee LO 
DEI tk ke we 
Crawler tractors ’ : ; coy Se 
ES IE nr 6 
Sidewalk rollers ena 
rr a rr” 
Senet tL, Bb 
Snow loaders and bucket loaders . . . . 7 
Front bucket loaders Sree a hehe Caer ar ee 
Miscellaneous equipment ; 44 


(trailers, lighting plants, generators, steam 
cleaners, lawn mowers, etc.) 


Total . ; : : ’ : ‘ , . 495 
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APPENDIX B. 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION ENGINEER OF THE 
BRIDGE DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear Sir: 

Submitted herewith is the annual report of the Bridge 
Division, covering the operation, expenditures, and in- 
come for the Bridge Service and the Sumner Tunnel for 
the year ending December 31, 1955. 


Respectfully, 


JoHN J. McCatt, 
Division Engineer. 


Total Encumbrances 


Unencumbered Balance 


re ee en 


ce ee wee 
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I. BRIDGE SERVICE. 


Summary of Budget Appropriations and Expenditures. 


Regular 


Appropriation 


“eee ee 





$724,485 17 


Bridge 


Repairs, Etc. 


$ 93,015 80 


225,000 00 


BripGEes, CONSTRUCTION OF 


Revenue. 


$275,536 59 





Non-Revenue. 


$724,485 17 


$318,015 80 


$275,536 59 


$715,506 86 


$ 8,978 31 


$220,595 13 


$ 97,420 67 


$251,841 38 


$ 23,695 21 


$2,103,906 38 


$2,103,906 38 


$341,103 55 


$1,762,802 83 


DETAILS OF EXPENDITURES ON TIDEWATER BRIDGES. 
TIDEWATER BRIDGES — 1955. 


Bridge. 


BrGad way own. hese 


Charlestown. 26.45.55 


Congress Street....... 


Dover Street.......... 


"Warren sce cake 


Andrew P. McArdle... 


‘Totals scree ees 


Draw- 
tenders’ 
Salaries. 


$9,165 30 
72,074 65 
35,037 75 
48,467 78 
39,402 45 
18,206 65 
42,145 34 
50,148 58 
49,523 45 
37,147 79 


50,887 15 





Mechanics’ 


Wages. 


$3,967 78 
5,822 07 
3,117 65 
2,552 13 
4,508 54 
3,421 74 
6,466 70 
3,201 99 
7,497 66 
6,738 32 
6,587 51 
3,379 19 


$452,206 89) $57,261 28 


Material. 


$71 25 
1,169 69 
373 99 
138 17 
459 56 
228 37 
343 65 
256 70 
178 63 
821 07 
1,106 03 
270 86 


$5,417 97 


Repair 
Bills. 


$953 05 
4,250 10 
215 61 
31 55 
354 62 
464 06 
469 71 


1,412 88] 


1,448 01 
2,169 09 
445 50 
695 16 


Supplies, 
Utilities, 
Etc. 


$449 03 
1,151 37 
626 44 
980 63 
1,133 79 
377 84 
764 60 
1,045 72 
2,979 02 
704 18 
331 40 
2,303 57 


$12,909 34) $12,847 59 


Total. 


$14,606 41 
84,467 88 
39,371 44 
52,170 26 
45,858 96 
22,698 66 
50,190 00 
56,065 87 
61,626 77 
47,580 45 

8,470 44 
57,535 93 


$540,643 07 © 


* Closed to highway traffic on November 26, 1954; but kept operable for possible emergency use. 
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Throughout the year 1955 the Bridge Division operated 
twelve drawbridges. | 

As of May 13, 1955, the Fort Pomt Channel above the 
Dorchester Avenue Bridge was declared by the Federal 
Government to be nonnavigable; and since then the 
Broadway and Dover Street drawspans have been oper- 
ated only on a standby basis to permit openings if re- 
quired, in connection with the passage of scows from the 
Albany Street disposal station, which will be permanently 
closed on April 1, 1956. At that time, the drawspans at 
Broadway and Dover streets will be permanently fixed. 
In connection with the elimination of these drawspans, 
the demolition and removal of the Dover Street draw- 
house and most of the fender pier system was begun under 
a contract awarded to George M. Bryne. The removal of 
these structures, which were in a state of advanced dis- 
repair, was necessary to eliminate a fire hazard of major 
proportions. This work should be completed early in 1956. 

A similar project is planned at Broadway Bridge for 

06. 


Warren Bridge over the Charles River was not in oper- 
ation through the year 1955, having been closed to high- 
way traffic since November 26, 1954. The drawspan has 
been kept open to permit passage of waterborne traffic. 
This bridge has been maintained in operable condition, 
however, in the event that any emergency involving the 
Charlestown Bridge, which is undergoing major repairs, 
should require the reopening of Warren Bridge to passen- 
ger car and pedestrian traffic. 

The Chelsea South Drawbridge over the South Channel 
of the Mystic River is still in operation, serving a mimor 
volume of highway traffic, as a connection to the Mystic 
Docks. It is expected that by June, 1956, the construction 
of Terminal street will be completed. At that time this 
bridge will be permanently closed, and it is planned to 
remove the structure as soon thereafter as possible. 

The extensive work of reconstructing the approach 
spans of the Charlestown Bridge was begun on September 
12, 1955, under a contract awarded to Builders Iron 
Works. This work is being executed on one-half the 
bridge at a time, with the other half maintained for traffic. 
It will take at least a year to complete this work and 
possibly longer, depending on the delivery of steel. This 
work consists of replacing the entire floor system of floor 
beams and stringers and constructing a new deck of re- 
inforced concrete. 
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It is also planned to make major repairs and renewals 
to the drawspan of this bridge, including the installation 
of a complete new operating mechanism to replace the 
existing system which was originally installed when the 
bridge was built in 1900. 

The city has engaged the firm of Charles A. Maguire 
& Associates, consulting engineers, to draw up plans and 
specifications for this work; and it is expected that plans 
and specifications will be in final form and the work ad- 
vertised by the spring of 1956. The same firm prepared 
the plans and specifications for the approach span project 
referred to above. 

The Malden Bridge (Alford Street Bridge) over the 
Mystic River, connecting Charlestown and Everett, oper- 
ated reasonably well throughout 1955, although the entire 
structure is in very poor condition and should be replaced 
with a modern structure as soon as possible. 

A bill filed with the 1955 Legislature seeking authoriza- 
tion for the Commonwealth to rebuild this bridge was not 
acted upon. A similar bill has been filed with the 1956 
session of the legislature. 

The Summer Street Bridge over Fort Point Channel 
did not require any major repairs in the year 1955. How- 
ever, the entire structure is in a deplorable condition and 
should be rebuilt as soon as possible. This project has been 
deferred because of lack of funds. It is hoped that the 
necessary funds will be made available in the coming 
year. 

The McArdle and Chelsea Street Bridges over the 
Chelsea River and the Congress Street Bridge over Fort 
Point Channel are in first-class condition. The work of 
installing steel mesh pavement on the Chelsea Street and 
Congress Street drawspans was completed late in 1955, 
except for some minor painting work which was deferred 
to the spring of 1956. 

The Northern Avenue Bridge over Fort Point Channel 
is in reasonably good condition except for the operating 
system of the drawspan. This is an antiquated compressed 
air system that should be replaced with a more modern 
type power plant. However, in view of the age and gen- 
eral structural condition of the bridge, it would be more 
economical to rebuild the bridge within the next few 
years if possible. 

Now that the Dover Street Bridge is no longer required 
as a drawbridge, it is important that this structure be re- 
placed as soon as possible by either a new bridge or a solid 
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fill causeway. The condition of this structure throughout 
is very poor. The three truss spans of the West Fourth 
Street Bridge over the New Haven Railroad tracks (which 
were not rebuilt after the fire of 1955) are also in very 
poor condition. Since these two bridges form an important 
trafic connection between South Boston and Boston 
Proper, it is hoped that the construction of the Central 
Artery facilities along Albany street will include the im- 
provement of these two bridges. 

The Summer Street Bridge over Reserved Channel is 
another example of a bridge that should be replaced by 
a solid fill connection. However, the necessity of main- 
taining the drawspan of this bridge makes a particular 
problem of this. Nevertheless, the condition of this bridge, 
particularly the pile trestle approaches, is such that it 
should be rebuilt with solid fill approaches. 

It is tentatively planned to replace the pile trestle ap- 
proaches with solid fill as soon as a satisfactory scheme 
for so doing (while maintaining traffic) can be developed. 

As pointed out in previous reports, the volume of cargo 
class waterborne traffic passing through most of our draw- 
bridges does not justify the expense borne by the city in 
operating and maintaining the drawbridges on a 24-hour- 
a-day basis. 

Accordingly, late in 1955, a petition was filed with the 
U.S. Engineers, seeking permission to restrict the hours 
of operation of certain bridges, in order to minimize the 
interruption of highway traffic and eventually reduce the 
cost of operation. It is expected that this petition will be 
acted upon early in 1956. 

As regards the inland, or fixed, bridges which are under 
the jurisdiction of this department, there were several 
improvements carried out in 1955, which are tabulated 
hereinafter. 

W. A. Fisher & Company, consulting engineers, were 
engaged by the city to draw up plans and specifications — 
for the rebuilding of the superstructure of the Massachu- 
setts Avenue Bridge over the New Haven Railroad. This 
project will involve removal of the existing superstructure, 
which has two through girders in the roadway which are 
a hazardous impediment to traffic, and constructing a 
beam span-type bridge having a clear roadway width. 
This work is further justified by the condition of the ex- 
isting concrete deck which was built in the winter of 1925- 
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26, and which is showing signs of deterioration. It is pro- 
posed to rebuild the structure one third at a time, keeping 
two of the three roadways available to traffic at all times. 
A petition to the Massachusetts Dept. of Public Utilities, 
asking permission to do this work, is being drawn up; and 
it is planned to advertise the work as soon as possible in 
1956, after that department acts on the petition. 

Similar type improvements should be made at such 
bridges as Broadway, over the Boston & Albany Railroad 
tracks, Bennington street, over the M.T.A. tracks; and 
Cummins Highway, Southampton street, Boston street, 
and Dorchester avenue, over the New Haven Railroad 
tracks. Studies have been started on the first two. The 
other four bridges are jointly maintained with the New 
Haven Railroad Company; and it will be necessary to act 
in conjunction with the railroad company as regards any 
studies involving those bridges. 

The end of the year 1955 marked the retirement of Mr. 
Thomas H. Keenan, Superintendent of Bridge Mainten- 
ance and Operation, who retired on December 31, 1955, 
after more than fifty years of service to the city. 

Throughout the year the Bridge Maintenance Force 
performed routine and emergency duties related to the 
maintenance and upkeep of the bridges and pertinent 
facilities, including the inspection of bridges and the in- 
spection and adjustment of bridge machinery, counter- 
weight structures, etc.; repairing and renewing electrical 
cables, switches, servicing motors, etc.; cleaning and paint- 
ing roadway gates, drawhouses, railings, etc.; renewing 
defective roadway and sidewalk planking and placing 
bituminous patching; removing snow and ice from bridge 
sidewalks and foot bridges; erecting barricades, curbs, 
fences, etc. 

A description of the more important improvements and 
work undertaken by contract in 1955 by the Bridge Divi- 
sion is as follows: 


Making Emergency Repairs to the Central Tower 
Structure of the Charlestown Bridge Drawspan. 

Because of the defective operation of the Charlestown 
Bridge drawspan, a contract was negotiated with the 
General Ship & Engine Works, Inc., to investigate an 
apparent defect in the working of the slotted Imk mem- 
bers and structural pins at the top of the central tower 
structure of the draw. 
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Minor repairs were effected which relieved the binding 
tendency of the pin joints, and the anticipated renewal 
of one of the truss pins was not necessary. 

The results of the inspection and investigation made 
under this contract served as a basis for determining the 
method of repairs to be made in the proposed reconstruc- 
tion of the drawspan operating machinery, ete. 

Work commenced January 31, 1955, and was completed 
March 18, 1955, at a cost of $1,500. 


Repairing the Drawspan of the Congress Street Bridge, 
Over Fort Point Channel, and the Chelsea Street 
Bridge, Over Chelsea River. 

Under a contract awarded to the Builders Iron Works, 
a new steel mesh roadway pavement and sidewalks were 
installed on the drawspans of the two subject bridges, 
replacing the original wooden decking. 

The approach span roadways were covered with bitu- 
minous pavement, and the entire steel structures of both 
bridges were cleaned and painted. 

Except for the final painting of the overhead counter- 
weight of the Chelsea Street Bridge Drawspan, which was 
deferred until the spring of 1956, for reasons of inclement 
weather, work under this contract was completed in No- 
vember, 1955. The work had started on March 14, 1955. 
The total estimated cost of completing the work is 
$166,390.50. 


Welding Repairs to Drawspan of the Summer Street 
Bridge, Over Reserved Channel, and the Charlestown 
Bridge, Over Charles River. 

Due to the breaking of welds and bars on the steel mesh 
pavements on the drawspans of the subject bridges, a 
contract was awarded. to the General Ship & Engine 
Works, Inc., for making the necessary welding repairs. 

Work commenced April 7, 1955, and was completed 
May 31, 1955, at a cost of $6,076.66. 


Repairs to the Masonry Piers and Abutments of the 
Summer Street Bridge, Over Fort Point Channel. 

Because of the defective condition of the mortar jomts 
of the masonry piers of the subject bridge, a contract was 
awarded to Nick Tracy for making the necessary repairs 
by pressure grouting the joints of the piers. 

Work was commenced on April 25, 1955, and because 
of the extent of work required on Pier No. 3, the work was 
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stopped at completion of that pier on June 14, 1955, with 
some work being done on Pier No. 4 and the South Boston 
abutment. The total cost of this work was $4,798.50. 

It was then decided to complete the other piers and 
abutments under a new contract, described: hereinafter, 
by conventional pointing methods, rather than pressure 
grouting; because the voids present in the inner cores of 
the piers would require an unjustifiable extent of grouting 
under pressure. 


Inspection of Piers of the Dover Street Bridge, Over 
Fort Point Channel. 

An inspection of the masonry piers and abutments of 
the Dover Street Bridge, including underwater inspection, 
was carried out under a contract with C. Roy Norris & 
Son. 

Work commenced May 3, 1955, and was completed 
June 9, 1955, at a cost of $1,746. 


Repairs to the Masonry Piers and Abutments of the 
Dover Street and Summer Street Bridges, Over Fort 
Point Channel. 

As a result of the underwater inspection at the Dover 
Street Bridge and the need of completing repairs to the 
Summer Street Bridge piers, as referred to hereinbefore, 
a contract was awarded to the South Shore Waterproofing 
Company for the subject work. 

Because of unsuitable weather conditions, this work 
was deferred until early 1956. It is expected that the work 
will commence around March 1, 1956, and the estimated 
cost of completion is $4,560. 


Repairing Fender Piers, Warren Bridge. 

The defective conditions of the fender pier system at 
the waterway through Warren Bridge were corrected by 
repairs made under a contract awarded to the McKie 
Lighter Company. 

Work commenced April 26, 1955, and was completed 
June 10, 1955, at a cost of $7,980.58. 


Redecking and Repairing the Summer Street Bridges, 
Over A Street, B Street, and C Street. 


A major improvement to the subject bridges was car- 
ried out under a contract awarded to the J. A. Singarella 
Company. 

The work, which commenced on May 23, 1955, consisted 
of removing the entire roadway and sidewalk pavement 
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and wooden underdeck of the A Street and B Street 
Bridges, repairing the steelwork throughout, and con- 
structing a new underdeck of reinforced concrete, topped 
with a bituminous concrete pavement. 

The work at the C Street Bridge consisted of placing a 
new bituminous wearing surface on the existing granite 
block pavement, constructing new concrete sidewalks, and 
repairing the steelwork. 

The stairways at each of the bridges were also repaired; 
those at the A Street Bridge being renewed in their en- 
tirety. 

As part of the work under this contract, it was decided 
to resurface the roadway of the truss bridge on Summer 
street, over the New York, New Haven & Hartford Rail- 
road yards. | 

The second half of the work at B street was postponed 
because of the winter conditions, and will be executed 
early in 1956, to complete the over-all project. 

The cost of completing the work under this contract is 
estimated to be $135,000. 


Repairing the Fender Piers of the Northern Avenue and 
Congress Street Bridges, Over Fort Point Channel. 
Extensive repairs were made to the fender piers, wal- 
ings and platforms of the subject bridges, under a con- 
tract awarded to the James B. Rendle Company. — 
Work commenced July 6, 1955, and was completed 
September 10, 1955, at a cost of $14,030.58. 


Redecking Redfield Street Bridge, Over New York, New 
Haven & Hartford Railroad (Neponset). 

The maintenance of this bridge is jointly borne by the 
city and the New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad 
Company, the city’s responsibility consisting of maintain- 
ing the wearing surface and underdeck. 

The wooden deck had become increasingly difficult to 
maintain and was a continual source of maintenance cost. 
It was decided to replace the wooden deck with a rein- 
forced concrete deck, and accordingly a contract was 
awarded to Martin J. Kelly Company, Inc., to so recon- 
struct the deck according to plans and _ specifications 
drawn by this office. 

The Railroad Company made repairs to the main steel 
structure in conjunction with the work under our contract. 

Work commenced September 6, 1955, and was com- 
pleted December 6, 1955, at a cost of $18,770. 
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Contract for Services of Engineers, Reconstruction and 
Alterations, Charlestown Bridge. 

The city engaged the services of Charles A. Maguire & 
Associates, consulting engineers, to prepare plans and 
specifications for the reconstruction of the approach spans 
of the Charlestown Bridge. Such plans and specifications 
were completed and approved in July, 1955, at a cost of 
$36,000. This contract includes having the consulting firm 
furnish supervision of the work, as required, at an addi- 
tional cost not to exceed $18,000, making the total for the 
engineering services not to exceed $54,000. 

Under the contract referred to above, the consulting 
engineers furnished an engineering report to the city, on 
studies relative to the Charlestown Bridge drawspan, at 
a separate cost of $15,756. 

This report covered the structural and operating con- 
ditions and defects of the entire drawspan and included 
specific recommendations on repairs and alterations re- 
quired. 

As a result of this study and report it was decided to 
proceed with the alterations to the drawspan. According- 
ly, the same engineering firm was engaged, under a sep- 
arate contract, to draw plans and specifications covering 
the proposed alterations to the drawspan, consisting of 
redecking the entire span with steel mesh pavement, in- 
cluding an entire new steel floor system; repairing the 
main steelwork and installing an entire new mechanical 
operating system for the draw to replace the existing 
system, all at an estimated cost of approximately 
$500,000. 

The plans and specifications for this project are to be 
completed early in 1956, at a cost of $28,000. It is intended 
to advertise and award the work before the summer of 
1956. 


Reconstruction of Charlestown Bridge, Over Charles 
River, Excluding Drawspan. 

In accordance with the plans and specifications referred 
to hereinbefore, the city awarded a contract to the Build- 
ers Iron Works for the reconstruction of the Charlestown 
Bridge approach spans. 

Work under this contract started on September 12, 
1955, and will not be completed for at least a year. 

This contract is of major importance and consists of 
removing the entire deck and steel floor system of the 
bridge and replacing with a new system of steel floor 
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beams and stringers and a reinforced concrete deck with 
a bituminous concrete wearing surface and new bridge 
railings. 


The main girders are to be left in place and repaired. 

The roadway overlaying the storehouse units at the 
Charlestown end of the bridge is to be stripped of the ex- 
isting granite block and bituminous concrete pavement, 
waterproofed, and repaved with reinforced concrete and 
bituminous concrete. The steelwork within the storehouse 
units is being repaired and strengthened. 

The work is being carried out on one half the bridge at 
a time, with the other half kept open for traffic. 

The cost of completing this work is estimated to be 
approximately $900,000. 


Redecking and Repairing Reservation Road Bridge, 
Over Mother Brook. 

Under a contract awarded to Martin J. Kelly Company, 
Inc., the wooden deck of this bridge was removed, the 
stringers renewed where required, a new wooden under- 
deck installed, and a new wearing surface of asphalt plank 
laid. 

The steel girders, floor beams, and bracing were re- 
paired and painted, and new wooden sidewalks were 
placed. 

Work commenced September 14, 1955, and was com- 
pleted November 9, 1955, at a cost of $17,521.45. 


Demolition Work and Repairs to Fender System and 
Water Pipe Trestle, Dover Street Bridge, Over Fort 
Point Channel. 


After the Fort Point Channel, above Dorchester avenue, 
was declared nonnavigable, a contract was awarded to 
George M. Bryne for the demolition and removal of the 
draw fenders, house, and so much of the fender pier sys- 
tem as was deteriorated to the point of creating a serious 
fire hazard. 

Work under this contract also included repairs to the 
pile trestle at the upstream side of the South Boston end 
of the bridge, which carries two water pipe lines. 

Work commenced November 1, 1955, and will be com- 
pleted early in 1956, at an estimated cost of $11,074.90. 
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Resurfacing the Drawspan of the Dover Street Bridge, 
Over Fort Point Channel. 

To eliminate a hazardous traffic condition at the draw- 
span of the Dover Street Bridge, due to the defective con- 
dition of the wood plank wearing surface, a contract was 
awarded to Martin J. Kelly Company, Inc., for the re- 
moval of the old wearing surface planking and repairing 
the under planking, and installing a new wearing surface 
of asphalt plank. 

Work commenced November 8, 1955, and was completed 
December 12, 1955, at a cost of $14,389.82. 


Redecking and Repairing the Perkins Street Footbridge, 
Over the Boston & Maine Railroad, Charlestown. 
On December 21, 1955, bids were received for the sub- 
ject work, which includes renewing the defective steel 
stairways and walkway planking. It is expected that a 
contract will be awarded early in 1956 for executing this 
work, at an estimated cost of $10,600. 


WorK FOR OTHER DIVISIONS. 
Water DIvision. 


GAP ccrtng Water Pipe Trestle, Fort Point Channel, 
Between Congress and Summer Street Bridges. 

The Bridge Division furnished the engineering and in- 
spection services required to make the subject repairs. 

A contract was awarded to C. A. Foley, under which 
work commenced September 7, 1955, and was completed 
November 6, 1955, at a cost of $4,197.20. This work con- 
sisted of renewing defective pile bracing caps, stringers, 
and planking. 


AUTOMOTIVE DIVISION. 
EKlectrical Work at 624 Albany Street, Boston. 

This division prepared the necessary specifications for 
making certain electrical repairs at the Albany Street 
garage, in connection with the transfer of certain units 
from D. C. power to A. C. power. 

A contract was awarded to the Suffolk Electric Com- 
pany, under which work commenced on December 14, 
1955 

It is expected that work under this contract will be com- 
pleted early in 1956, at an estimated total cost of $2,918. 
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II. SUMNER TUNNEL. 
1955 BupcET SUMMARY. 
CREDITS: 
Regular appropriations, 1955 . $601,280 18 
Balance from previous year 3,925 18 
Pensions 43,055 69 
Total credits . $648,261 05 
DeEBITS 
Expenditures, 1955 $585,650 61 
Unliquidated encumbrances 6,203 93 
Balance to next year 6,188 73 
Pensions 43,055 69 
Total debits . $641,098 96 
Unexpended and unencumbered balance $7,162 09 
SUMMARY OF 1955 TRAFFIC BY CLASSIFICATION. 
No. of 
Class. Toll. DESCRIPTION. Vehicles. 
1. $0 20 Truck not in excess of 2 tons prec: 
Tractor without trailer . : 440,381 
2. 0 20 Passenger car . 11,369,651 
3. 0 20 Motorcycle 3,048 
4, 025 Truck over 2 tons and up to 5 tons capacity. 
Tractor with trailer over 2 tons and by to 5 tons 
capacity . : : ‘ 58,006 
5. 0 20 Passenger car with trailer. 16,233 
6. 0 35 Truck over 5 tons and up to 10 tons capacity. 
Tractor with trailer over 5 tons and up to 10 tons 
capacity. 16,851 
is 0 20 Tractor with trailer not in excess of 2 tons 
capacity. 3,683 
8. 1 00 Truck over 10 tons capacity . 1,190 
9. 0 35 Bus with or without passengers 2,271 
e Reserved Lane ‘ : ; 7182,793 
Total traffic . 12,094,107 





*M.T.A. and Eastern Massachusetts Railway buses included in this classification. 
a f; niet -T.A. and 78,515 Eastern Massachusetts Railway buses at 35 cents included 
in this tota 


——— Ss 
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COMPARATIVE 5=YEAR SUMMARY OF OPERATION, FROM 
1951 TO 1955, INCLUSIVE. 











1951 1952 1953 1954 | 1955 
Vehicular Traffic: 
Total number vehicles..... 9,466,660 9,583,972 10,835,674 11,080,966 12,094,107 
Monthly average.......... 788,883 798,664 902,973 923,414 1,007,842 
Weekly average........... 182,051 184,307 208,378 212,513 231,945 
Daily average............ 25,936 26,186 29,686 30,359 33,135 
Power Consumption: 
Total kilowatts... :.....:.. 4,196,904 4,582,488 4,966,604 4,527,315 5,236,214 
Financial Results: 
Operating Expenditure....| $479,198 19 $541,705 30 $591,327 09 $595,127 07 $628,706 30 
Balance to next year...... 13,135 89 24,679 45 16,591 87 3,925 18 6,188 73 
Interest requirements...... 763,654 61 683,105 13 687,494 39 740,213 05 760,100 00 
Refunded tolls............ 721 95 65 25 440 60 122 85 98 60 
Total Expenses..... $1,256,710 64 | $1,249,555 13 | $1,295,853 95 | $1,339,388 15 | $1,395,093 63 
OU a ae $1,913,356 12 | $1,932,619 83 | $2,172,410 00 | $2,224,195 00 | $2,413,231 59 
‘Balance from previous year... 1547.11 13,135 89 24,679 45 16,591 87 3,925 18 
Total Receipts...... $1,914,903 23 | $1,945,755 72 | $2,197,089 45 | $2,240,786 87 | $2,417,156 77 
Net Result:........ $658,192 59 $696,200 59 $901,235 50 $901,398 72 | $1,022,063 14 
(Excess) (Excess) (Excess) (Excess) (Excess) 





The Sumner Tunnel again had a very successful year 
of operation in 19565. 

The total traffic volume for the year reached a new 
record of 12,094,107 vehicles, an increase of 1,013,141 ve- 
hicles over 1954. 

A new record volume of traffic for a single day (24-hour 
period), occurred on May 27, 1955, when 39,536 vehicles 
were recorded; and on the same day a new record volume 
of traffic for a single hour was established between 4 P.M. 
and 5 p.m., when 2,763 vehicles passed through. 

As previously anticipated, the completion of each new 
section of the Central Artery further expedites the move- 
ment of traffic at the Boston end of the tunnel. However, 
the flow of local traffic on Cross street, at certain times, 
still creates an interruption to the trafhe entering and 
leaving the tunnel. 
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The entire tunnel plant is in generally good condition. 
All mechanical and electrical operating equipment is in 
very good condition. 

Throughout the year the tunnel maintenance forces 
executed a daily routine of maintenance and inspection, 
making such repairs or adjustments as required on all 
units such as circuit breakers, transformers, relays, fans, © 
motors, communication system, toll equipment, registers, 
and treadles. 

Following is a summary of the contracts awarded in 
1955, for repairs, etc.: 


ConTRACTS AWARDED IN 1955. 
Repairing the Pavement of the Sumner Tunnel. 

Under a contract awarded to the Rufo Construction 
Company, approximately 1,600 square yards of the tunnel 
roadway pavement were removed and relaid, at a cost of 
$18,701.64. 

Work commenced March 8, 1955, and was completed 
May 15, 1955, all work beng done between the hours of 
1.30 a.m. and 5.30 A.M. with a minimum of interference to 
traffic. 


Installing Lighting System in the Fresh Air Ducts. 

A contract was awarded to the J. J. Finn Electric Serv- 
ice for installing a permanent lighting system in the fresh 
air duct, for the purpose of facilitating routine work and 
inspection within the area. | 

Work commenced July 21, 1955, and was completed 
September 1, 1955, at a cost of $6,524. 


Repairs to Boston Ventilation Building. 

Due to the defective conditions present in the roofing 
and masonry walls of this building, a contract was awarded 
to the 8S. & 8. Waterproofing Company, Inc., for installing 
a new roof, repairing the masonry joint work, and water- 
proofing the building. 

Work commenced September 28, 1955, and was com- 
pleted December 21, 1955, at a cost of $11,284.85. 


Cleaning the Surface Drainage System. 

It being necessary each year to remove the accumula- 
tion of sand and debris which collects in the surface drain- 
age system, a contract was awarded to James A. Freaney, 
Inc., for doing the necessary cleaning operation. 
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Work commenced November 15, 1955, and was com- 
pleted December 12, 1955, at a cost of $2,160. 


Cleaning Exhaust Duct and Exhaust Fan Rooms. 

A contract was awarded to the Bennington Contracting 
Company for the annual cleaning of the exhaust air duct 
and all exhaust fan rooms, which is necessary to maintain 
efficient operation of the ventilation system. 

Work commenced November 16, 1955, and was com- 
pleted December 15, 1955, at a cost of $1,280. 


Repairs to Granite Facing at Tunnel Portals. 

In order to effect necessary repairs to the granite facing 
of the portals at each end of the tunnel, consisting of re- 
pairing and securing loose and cracked panels, bids were 
invited for executing the necessary work, and a resulting 
order issued to the 8. & S. Waterproofing Company, who 
completed the work at a cost of $860. 
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APPENDIX C. 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION ENGINEER OF 
THE HIGHWAY DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear SIR: 

The following report of the income, expenditures, and 
operation of the Highway Division of the Public Works 
Department is hereby submitted for the year ending 
December 31, 1955. 


Respectfully submitted, 


RutTHForD J. KELLEY, 
Division Engineer, Highway Division. 
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HIGHWAY DIVISION. 


PAVING SERVICE. 
SUMMARY OF BupGetT APPROPRIATIONS. 











é : Balance 
APPROPRIATION. Total Credits. | Expenditures. Unexpended. 
Paving Service.........| $1,685,539 56) $1/512,577 24 $172,962 32 
Reconstruction of 
Singin tas’ OF MAE 137,129 21 66,896 39 70,232 82 
Public Ways, Construc- 
tion of (Revenue).... 166,143 44 144,228 46 21,914 98 


Public Ways, Construc- 
tion of (Non-Revenue)} 4,061,682 78} 2,371,056 82} 1,690,625 96 


Sidewalks, Construction 


and Reconstruction of 108,924 14 31,742 47 77,181 67 
Street Signs........... 9,934 28 9,697 63 236 65 
Snow Removal......... 349,767 15 240,019 43 109,747 72 


In the Permit Office, the following income was received 
for 1955: 





Signs, marquees, etc. Mae itd vate Mab setae | OU 
Notifications to abutters . ; : 100 00 
Licenses for storage and sale of merchandise in 
public highways, feesand rentals . . . 25,673 00 
Street opening account . Ce LU ke oe 
Permits, street openings, and occupation ae 45,443 03 
Total revenue received . . . .  . $245,012 70 


NuMBER OF PERMITS AND LICENSES IssuED FoR 1955 


Sidewalk licenses Ge eh ay fice “lbasl | 316 
Bienes, et. . |. » ose amin AN are te Lit a ke 
Street opening permits owen he 687 
Permits, street openings, and occupation . . 10,064 





SR Dr ial lech WR, Cal aly bya. buy k BeU,eOU 
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Money received from permittees and charged to the 
Street Opening Account was spent for repairs of openings 
for drains and water services (new) during 1955 to the 
amount of $37,278.29. 

The regular forces of the Paving Service were employed 
as usual in the maintenance of public streets, resurfacing 
and patching macadam pavements, patching permanent 
pavements, such as asphalt and granite block, and main- 
taining gravel, brick, and artificial stone sidewalks. 

In the snow removal season, division forces were em- 
ployed in spreading rock salt and sand on icy streets and 
also supervised plowing work throughout the city by 
250 contractors’ hired plows after snowstorms. All snow 
removal bills for plowing, hauling, force account work, 
cubic yard removal, etc., were processed through the 
Paving Service office. 

The following work was done in placing new street 
signs and replacing and repairing existing street signs: 


Erected 181 4-inch street signposts. 

Erected 17 new hero square signs for dedication. 

Replaced 90 hero signs. 

Installed 1,095 new street signs. 

Removed 316 old hand-painted signs, damaged baked 
enameled signs, and obliterated signs. 

Repaired and straightened 274 bent or broken street sign- 
posts (4-inch type). 

Repaired 266 broken street frames, welded 82 4-inch 
street signposts (repairs made in blacksmith shop). 

Repaired 267 street signs, frames, collars, and brackets 
on 4-inch street signposts and light poles on location. 

Removed 143 pieces of rope, wire, old tires, ete., from 
4-inch street signposts and light poles. 

Installed 784 frames, 463 collars, 97 adapters, on 4-inch 
street signposts and light poles. 

Installed 309 4-inch acorns on 4-inch street signposts. 

Installed 158 “Private Way” signs on 4-inch posts and 
light poles. 

Removed 51 “Private Way” signs from 4-inch posts and 
light poles because of making of public ways. 

Painted 767 4-inch street signposts. 

Painted 827 street sign frames. 

Painted 513 4-inch acorns on 4-inch posts. 

ae 774 street sign collars on street signposts and light 
poles. 

Installed 17 directional signs on 4-inch street signposts. 

Washed and cleaned 432 street sign plates. 

Painted 225 blanks for temporary name plates. 
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Contracts were awarded for the construction and re- 
construction of one hundred sixty-six streets during the 
year, and ninety-five of these streets were completed. 
Work was also completed on forty-six streets which were 
unfinished from 1954. Contracts were awarded for the 
construction of artificial stone sidewalks in fifteen streets, 
and four of these were completed. Sidewalk work was 
also completed on four streets which were unfinished 
from 1954. 


Some of the more important thoroughfares on which 
reconstruction work was completed in 1955 are as follows: 


Summit street, Ward 18, Williams avenue to Milton line. 

Washington street, Ward 18, Dana avenue to Neponset 
avenue. 

Summer street, Ward 6, Fort Point Channel to bridge over 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. 

A street, Ward 6, Dorchester avenue to Congress street. 

Harrison avenue, Ward 3, Harvard street to Oak street. 

Newmarket square (north, south, and east roads). 

Theodore A. Glynn Way, Massachusetts avenue to South- 
ampton street. 

Pope’s Hill street, Ward 16, Neponset avenue to Freeport 
street. 7 

Boston street, Ward 7, Dorchester avenue to bridge over 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. 

Cummins Highway, Ward 18, Harvard street to Washing- 
ton street. 

Southampton street, Wards 7 and 8, Massachusetts ave- 
nue to Andrew square. 

Canterbury street, Wards 18 and 19, Poplar street to Sey- 
mour street. 

Neponset avenue, Ward 16, Adams street to Neponset 
traffic circle. 

Poplar street, Ward 18, Beech street to West street. 

Arlington street, Ward 5, St. James avenue to Columbus 
avenue. 

Huntington avenue, Ward 4, Massachusetts avenue to 
Ruggles street. 

Massachusetts avenue, Wards 4 and 9, St. Stephen street 
to Columbus avenue. 

Stuart street, Ward 5, Arlington street to Church street. 

Pond street, Ward 19, Avon street to Mt. Walley avenue. 

Harvard avenue, Ward 21, Commonwealth avenue to 
Brookline line.. 

Brookline avenue, Ward 4, Fenway to Park Drive. 
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The following is a list of streets constructed and recon- 
structed and sidewalk work done by contract in the 
various wards of the city in 1955: 


Ward 1— None. 

Ward 2— None. 

Ward 3—Summer street, Harrison avenue, Oak street, 
Tyler street, and Bowdoin street (sidewalks). Total cost, 
$61,892.34. 

Ward 4— Falmouth street, Norway street, St. Paul 
street, Longwood avenue, Huntington avenue, Massachu- 
setts avenue, and Brookline avenue. Total cost, $60,270.90. 

Ward 5— Arlington street, Chestnut street, Mt. Vernon 
street, Beacon street, Stuart street, Boylston street, and 
Grove street. Total cost, $33,098.05. 

Ward 6—Summer street, A street, and P street. Total 
cost, $120,472.78. 

Ward 7—Southampton street (chapter 90) and Cole- 
brook street. Total cost, $39,726.43. 

Ward 8— Newmarket square (east, north, and south 
roads), Service place, Theodore A. Glynn Way, Southamp- 
ton street, Albany street (chapter 90) and Newmarket 
square (Massachusetts avenue to approximately 750 feet 
northerly). Total cost, $135,499.39. 

Ward 9—Prentiss street, Newland street, and Massa- 
chusetts avenue. Total cost, $24,985.54. 

Ward 10—Bickford avenue, Bickford street, Bromley 
street, Burney street, Conant street, Frawley street, Kemp- 
ton street, Longwood avenue, Mission street, Oscar street, 
Parkton road, and Stockwell street. Total cost, $68,666.18. 

Ward 11— Dimock street, Merriam street, and Carolina 
avenue. Total cost, $14,355.11. 

Ward 12— Dana place, Pickering avenue, Bower street, 
Maywood street, Munroe street, Warren street (traffic 
island), and Morton street. Total cost, $54,259.45. 

Ward 13— Mt. Vernon street, St. William street, Balfour 
street, Davern avenue, Peverell street, and Woodcliff street. 
Total cost, $39,433.12. 

Ward 14—Ballou avenue, Floyd street, Harwood street, 
Jones avenue, Arvale road, and Bowdoin avenue. ‘Total 
cost, $75,169.17. 

Ward 15— Bowdoin street (traffic island) and Westville 
terrace. Total cost, $6,043.62. 

Ward 16-—— Pope’s Hill street, Westglow street (concrete 
wall and chain-link fence), Auriga Street Extension, Banton 
street, South Munroe terrace, Humes road, Templeton street, 
Neponset avenue (chapter 90), Adams street (chapter 90), 
and Freeport street (chapter 90). Total cost, $93,310.55. 
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Ward 17— Mother Julia road (sidewalks) and Torrey 
street. Total cost, $8,907.05. 

Ward 18 — Washington street, Hemman street, Alvarado 
avenue, Chesterfield street, Danny road, Manila avenue, 
Reynold road, Vallaro road, Cummins Highway, Canterbury 
street, Highfield road (sidewalks), Garfield avenue, Hillis 
road, Poplar street, and West street. Total cost, $292,303.30. 

Ward 19—Ballin place, Cerina road, Brookway Foot- 
path (underpass, stairs, and walks), Bradeen Street Foot- 
way (sidewalks), Brookway terrace (sidewalks), Morton 
street, Burr street, Carolina avenue, Cheshire street, Dane 
street, Hawthorne street, Heathcote street, Perkins street, 
Sedgwick street, Bowditch road, and Pond street. Total cost, 
$117,572.50. 

Ward 20 — Cricket Lane, Ledgewood road, Searle road, 
Bellevue street (sidewalks), Corey terrace, Hartlawn road, 
Ardale street, Bellaire road, Cerdan avenue, Colby road, 
Corey street, Farquhar street, Maple street, Pinehurst 
street, Roslindale avenue (sidewalks), and South street 
(sidewalks). Total cost, $189,014.76. 


Ward 21— Linden street and Commonwealth avenue. 


Total cost, $18,741.55. 


Ward 22 — Abby road, Franklin street (chain-link fence 
' and metal pipe hand rail), Chiswick terrace, Embassy road, 
Elmira street, Kenrick street, and Rose Garden Circle. 


Total cost, $35,980.89. 


Work Done By ContTrRAct IN 1955. 


ITEM. 


Earth excavation 

Rock excavation 

Bank gravel 

Crushed stone for edgestone . 

Base removed . 
Pavement removed 

Straight edgestone . 

Circular edgestone . 

Corners 

Edgestone reset, 

Edgestone hauled 

Macadam base 

OA asphalt 

Concrete base . 

Concrete backing up sidewalk 
Bituminous concrete base roadway 
Bituminous concrete top roadway 
Bituminous concrete base sidewalk 
Bituminous concrete top sidewalk 
Sheet asphalt 


QUANTITY. 


44,942 cubic yards. 
850 cubic yards. 
50,176 tons. 
2,731 tons. 
10,724 square yards. 
34,235 square yards. 
27,660 linear feet. 
5,964 linear feet. 
868 each. 
51,605 linear feet. 
8,434 linear feet. 
16,491 tons. 
157,000 gallons. 
3,451 cubic yards. 
28 cubic yards. 
27,728 tons. 
24,492 tons. 
1,677 tons. 
1,801 tons. 
3,462 tons. 
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ITEM QUANTITY 
Artificial stone sidewalk . . 675,964 square feet. 
Artificial stone driveway . ; . 59,619 square feet. 
LOSID SPACES * os iat. . . 2,740 square yards. 
Loam . , 396 cubic yards. 
Covers . 2,483 each. 
Bradley heads reset . 7 each. 

Brick courses. . 3,626 each. 
Catch basins and manholes rebuilt. 101 each. 
Catch basins and areP inlets built 62 each. 
Sign posts . : 306 each. 
Parking meters . be Wea 233 each. 
Stone bounds. 127 each. 
Bituminous concrete pavement . 360,536 square yards. 
Sheet asphalt pavement . 1 eee . 59,179 square yards. 


YEARLY REPORT OF WorK DONE By DEPARTMENT 
Forces For 1955 


Brick sidewalks laid and relaid . 4,329 square yards 
Gravel sidewalks relaid . . 2,384 square yards. 
Artificial stone sidewalks laid (new) . 16,764 square feet. 
Artificial stone sidewalks relaid (old) . 123,847 square feet. 
Bituminous concrete sidewalks .  . 14,023 square yards. 
Block gutters. 53 square yards. 
Artificial stone sidewalks patched with 

blacktop , . 15,556 square feet. 
Edgestone reset (old) ; ' . 2,400 linear feet. 
Macadam roadway patched . : . 118,182 square yards. 
Macadam roadway resurfaced . 11,032 square yards. 
Asphalt or bituminous concrete road- 

way patched . . . 47,844 square yards. 
Asphalt or bituminous concrete road- 

way resurfaced . 2,433 square yards. 
Street cleaning .° . .  .. . |, “2'G1SSGtrsree ere: 
Snow removal ..-.:°.  .  . |. 432GGSGGreereaecs: 
Street cleaning . oo) ae $32,437 83 
General highway expenditures « Tae 689,122 84 
Sidewalk and curbing. ' ; ’ 235,535 07 
Snow and ice removal . ae 42,550 24 
Street signs ye ts ee ee 23,901 97 

TOURLLE. paateaninten ty sk bee ta $1,023,547 95 


HicgHway Division, LigHTiING SERVICE. 
Financial Statement. 


dots credits tor (Sooo. co ee oe $1,431,032 84 
Total expendituresfor1955 . . . . 1,431,031 78 


Balance unexpended ye Ee se $1 06 
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Indwidual Expenditures. 
Street and Park Lighting (Electric): 


Boston Edison Company $1,211,516 23 
Boston Gas Company 








(Charlestown District) 51,760 34 
Boston Edison Company 
(footways) . 1,906 50 
Boston Gas Company 
(footways) .. 221 59 
Boston Edison Company 
(substations) . 4,843 62 
Boston Gas Company 
(substations) . 2,546 34 
$1,272,794 62 
Street Lighting (Gas): 
Boston Gas Company . $46,520 07 
American Service Company 73,487 56 
———__—__—— 120,007 63 
Construction: 
Boston Gas Company . $4,148 96 
Boston Edison Company . 1,038 47 
Joseph Amara & Son (instal- 
lation, removal, relocation, 
and modernization) . 11,450 00 
———_—_—_—— 16,637 43 
Salaries: 
Administrative and engineering personnel 19,603 30 
Office supplies : ; 376 54 
Office furniture. 234 78 
Electrical maintenance and replacement par 48. 1,333 48 
Advertising . ; ; 44 00 


The following is an account of orders issued by the 
Lighting Service of the Highway Division of the Public 
Works Department during the year 1955. 


Mercury Vapor Lighting Projects. 
In 1955 the following listed streets, main thoroughfares, 
and business areas were relighted with new modern 
mereury vapor lighting: 


Lumens 
. Units Each 
Andrew square, South Boston 7 single 15,000 
Atlantic avenue, Boston . 3 single 15,000 
Bowdoin street, Dorchester 6 single 15,000 
Blue Hill avenue, Dorchester . 8 single 15,000 
Brookline avenue, Roxbury 4single 15,000 
Beacon street, Brighton . 9single 15,000 
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Beacon street, Boston 

Beverly street, Boston 

Charles street, Boston 

Centre street, Jamaica Plain . 
Cummins Highway, West Roxbury 
Cummins Highway, West Roxbury 
Cross street, Boston . 

Charlestown Bridge . 

Clinton street, Boston 

Canal street, Boston 

Causeway street, Boston . 
Commonwealth avenue, Brighton . 
Dorchester avenue, Dorchester 
Dock square, Boston 

Dock square, Boston 

Dorchester street, South Boston 
Dorchester street, South Boston 
Faneuil Hall square, Boston 
Friend street, Boston 

Hyde Park avenue, Hyde Park 
Hyde Park avenue, Hyde Park 
Hyde Park avenue, Hyde Park 
Market street, Boston 

Neponset avenue, Boston 

North street, Boston 

North street, Boston 

Peacevale road, Dorchester 
Peacevale road, Dorchester 

Park Drive, Boston . 

Portland street, Boston 
Southampton street, South Boston . 
Southampton street, South Boston . 
Surface road, Fitzgerald Expressway 
Summer street, Boston : 
Summer street, Boston 

Summer street, South Boston 
Summer street, South Boston 
State street, Boston 
Southampton street, Roxbury 
Southampton street, Roxbury 
Traverse street, Boston 

Tremont street, Boston k ; 
Washington Street North, Boston . 
Washington street, West Roxbury 
Washington street, West Roxbury 
Washington street, West Roxbury 
Washington street, Brighton . 
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Units 
45 single 
3 twin 
1 single 
29 single 
3 single 
33 twin 
6 single 
8 single 
4 single 
9 twin 
9 single 
2 twin 
24 single 
8 single 
5 twin 
3 twin 
36 single 
1 single 
7 single 
2 single 
57 single 
2 twin 
1 single 
36 single 
3 single 
1 single 
2 single 
1 twin 
12 single 
5 single 
32 single 
1 twin 
19 single 
5 single 
1 twin 
2 twin 
5 single 
1 twin 
1 twin 
8 single 
1 single 
1 single 
4 single 
2 single 
89 single 
2 twin 
1 single 


Lumens 
Each 


15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
20,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
20,000 
10,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
20,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
10,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
10,000 
10,000 
15,000 
15,000 
15,000 
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Incandescent Lighting Projects. 
In 1955 orders were issued for the installation of new 
and the replacement of old lighting units. 


Single Lumens 
Units Each 


A street, South Boston CEE UM ay: G 4,000 
A street, South Boston Bre Ue ae 1 CLD 2,500 
Ardale street, West Roxbury vi 2,500 
Bennington street, East Boston . 15 6,000 
Bennington street, East Boston . 7 10,000 
Bowen street, South Boston 7 2,500 
Brainerd road, Brighton 8 2,500 
Brook Farm road, West Roxbury 7 2,500 
Beech Glen street, Roxbury 7 2,500 
Clarkwood street, Dorchester 7 2,500 
Carolina avenue, West Roxbury 10 2,500 
Child street, West Roxbury 9 2,500 
Centre street, Dorchester 14 4,000 
Canterbury street, West Roxbury 7 6,000 
Codman Hill avenue, Dorchester 9 2,500 
Dietz road, Hyde Park 5 2,500 
East Fourth street, South Boston 5 2,500 
Everton street, Dorchester ; 5 2,500 
Edwin street, Dorchester 8 2,500 
Floyd street, Dorchester 5 2,500 
Fowler street, Dorchester 5 2,500 
Fort avenue, Roxbury . 7 2,500 
Glendale street, Dorchester WRT IOEA aS 2,500 
Greenough avenue, West Roxbury .. ¥i4)4 2,500 
Hamilton street, Dorchester ie ahead CLR Y Lo 2,500 
PeeveniesKOXDUTyY .  ..., ... +» 13 2,500 
Hazleton street, Dorchester “A 2,500 
Johnston road, Dorchester . 5 2,500 
Maple street, West Roxbury fi 2,500 
Margo street, Brighton 6 2,500 
Mossdale road, West Roxbury 6 2,500 
Marlborough street, Boston 5 4,000 
Newmarket square, Roxbury 7 6,000 
Nottinghill road, Brighton . 14 2,500 
Olney street, Dorchester 12 2,500 
Peacevale road, Dorchester 6 2,500 
Pinehurst street, West Roxbury 7 2,500 
Pickering place, South Boston i 1,000 
Pond street, West Roxbury 22 2,500 
Pond street, West Roxbury 3 4,000 
Priesing street, West Roxbury 5 2,500 
Rexford street, Dorchester . 7 2,500 
Richfield street, Dorchester 14 2,500 
Robinson street, Dorchester 6 2,500 
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Single Lumens 

Units Hach 
Stratton street, Dorchester . - he 2,500 
Surface road, Fitzger ald Expressw ay, “Boston . 60 6,000 
St. Stephen street, Roxbury ; 5 4,000 
St. Stephen street, Roxbury 3 2,500 
Torrey street, Dorchester 7 2,500 
Templeton street, Dorchester 11 2,500 
Thomas park, South Boston 18 2,500 
VanWinkle street, Dorchester 5 2,500 
Wilcock street, Dorchester . 2 2,500 
Worcester street, Roxbury . 12 4,000 
West Milton street, Hyde Park . 10 4,000 
West Milton street, Hyde Park . 9 6,000 
West Milton street, Hyde Park . 1 1,000 
Wentworth street, Dorchester 3 2,500 
Willowdean avenue, West Roxbury . 9 2,500 
Windermere road, Dorchester 6 2,500 
Wayland street, Dorchester 5 2,500 
West Brookline street, Boston 8 6,000 
Wrentham street, Dorchester 5 2,500 
Zeigler street, Roxbury 6 2,500 
Zeigler street, Roxbury 1 4,000 
Centre street, West Roxbury 21 15,000 
Dorchester avenue, Dorchester 1 15,000 


Incandescent Lamps. 


Incandescent electric lamps of 6,000 lumens were in- 


stalled on the following streets: 


Alden road, Boston (1); Central street, Boston (4); D 


street, South Boston (2); Harvard street, Dorchester (1) ; 
India street, Boston (2); India square, Boston (1); India 
place, Boston (1); Milk street, Boston (2); Melville ave- 
nue, Dorchester (1); Montebello road, Dorchester (2); 
Mozart street, West Roxbury (1); Mall street, Roxbury 
(1); Parker Hill avenue, Roxbury (1); River street, Hyde 
ae (1); Sears street, Boston (2); Storer street, Boston 
1). 


Incandescent electric lamps of 4,000 lumens were in- 
stalled on the following streets: 

Amory street, Roxbury (1); Bowdoin avenue, Dorchester 
(1); Baker street, West Roxbury (1); Colbert street, West 
Roxbury (2); Corning street, Boston (2); Elm Hill avenue, 
Roxbury (1); Eustis street, Roxbury (2); Faywood street, 
East Boston (1); Francis street, Roxbury (4); Fenway, 
Boston (4); Hilburn street, West Roxbury (1) ; Kelley court, 
Brighton (1); Kingsdale street, Dorchester (1); Lamar- 
tine street, West Roxbury (1); Mt. Vernon street, Boston 
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(2); Maple street, Hyde Park (2); Mt. Pleasant avenue, 
Roslindale (4); Marvin street, Roxbury (2); Mall street, 
Roxbury (4); Redfield street, Dorchester (1); Reed street, 
Boston (2); Radford Lane, Boston (1); St. Joseph street, 
West Roxbury (1); Upton street, Boston (3); Walley 
street, East Boston (3); Washington street, Hyde Park 
(1); Whitford street, West Roxbury (1); West Canton 
street, Boston (3); Whitfield street, Dorchester (1). 


Orders were issued by the Lighting Service for the 
installation of lighting units of 2,500 lumens as follows: 
Auckland street, Dorchester (1); A street, South Boston 
(2); Adair road, Brighton (1); Albano road, West Rox- 
bury (3); Auriga street, Dorchester (4); Alwin street, Hyde 
Park (4); Adamson street, Brighton (2); Allendale street, 
West Roxbury (1); Aliano road, West Roxbury (4); 
Bernard street, Dorchester (2); Brownson terrace, West 
Roxbury (2); Brucewood street, West Roxbury (2); Brook- 
way Footpath, West Roxbury (2); Blackwood street, Rox- 
bury (2); Brookview street, Dorchester (4) ; Beaufort road, 
West Roxbury (4); Bartlett terrace, Roxbury (1); Burney 
street, Roxbury (2); Bowdoin avenue, Dorchester (3); 
Bradeen Footway, West Roxbury (1); Bowdoin park, 
Dorchester (1); Burgoyne street, Dorchester (2); Bruce 
street, Dorchester (1); Caltha road, Brighton (1); Cawfield 
street, Dorchester (2); Cheshire street, West Roxbury (2); 
Colbert street, West Roxbury (1); Cross street, Boston 
(2); Cornell street, West Roxbury (1); Cambridge street, 
Dorchester (1); Charles street, Hyde Park (1); Colebrook 
street, South Boston (2); Cass street, West Roxbury (1); 
Carleton street, Boston (1); Dewar street, Dorchester (1) ; 
Dighton road, Brighton (1); Dorr street, Roxbury (4); 
Dyer court, Dorchester (1); Dane street, West Roxbury 
(2); Derry road, Hyde Park (2); Dania street, Dorchester 
(3); Driftwood road, West Roxbury (2); Dawes street, 
Dorchester (3); Englewood avenue, Brighton (2); Faywood 
street, East Boston (1); Farquhar street, West Roxbury 
(4); Fenwick street, Roxbury (2); Farwell avenue, Hyde 
Park (2); Fowler street, Dorchester (2); Fabyan street, 
Dorchester (4); Glencliff road, West Roxbury (2); Guern- 
sey street, West Roxbury (1); Grantley street, Hyde Park 
(2); Harbor View street, Dorchester (1); Haviland road, 
West Roxbury (2); Hartley street, Dorchester (4); Haw- 
thorne street, West Roxbury (4); Hartlawn street, West 
Roxbury (2); Hillsboro street, Dorchester (4); Hall 
street, West Roxbury (4); Hopedale street, Brighton (1); 
Havelock street, Brighton (1); Halliday street, West 
Roxbury (1); Jacobs street, Dorchester (1); Jamestown 
terrace, Dorchester (1); Kittredge street, West Roxbury 
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(3); Laurie street, West Roxbury (3); Leicester street, 
Brighton (2); Lorenzo street, Dorchester (1); Lakeville 
road, West Roxbury (4) ; Liberty place, South Boston (1) ; 
Lillie Way, West Roxbury (1); Lawton street, Hyde Park 
(1); Maple street, Hyde Park (3); Maple Street Extension, 
West Roxbury (2); Mt. Ida road, Dorchester (4) ; Michi- 
gan road, Dorchester (4); New Hav en street, West Rox- 
bury (2); Nassau street, Boston (2) ; Newfield street, West 
Roxbury (3); Norwell street, Dorchester (2); Nevada 
street, Dorchester (1); Oak street, Hyde Park (1); Oak- 
ridge street, Dorchester (1); Pine street, Hyde Park (3) ; 
Pond street, Dorchester (1); Park Front road, West Rox- 
bury (2); Poplar street, West Roxbury (2); Parsons street, 
Brighton (1); Rollins street, Boston (2); Russett road, 
West Roxbury (1); Riverside square, Hyde Park (3); 
Radford Lane, Dorchester (1); South Munroe terrace, 
Dorchester (3); Supple road, Dorchester (3); Seaverns 
avenue, West Roxbury (1); Summer Street Extension, 
Hyde Park (8); Solaris road, Hyde Park (4); Staniford 
place, Boston (1); Staniford street, Boston (4); Sherrin 
street, Hyde Park (2); Turner street, Brighton (1); Vallaro 
road, Hyde Park (1); Vassar street, Dorchester (2); 
Walnut street, West Roxbury (1); Waldemar avenue, East 
Boston (1); Wilton street, Hyde Park (1); Willowwood 
street, Dorchester (1); Whipple avenue, Hyde Park (2); 
Wilmington avenue, Dorchester (4); Wendeller street, 
South Boston (1); Waterford street, Roxbury (2); Went- 
worth terrace, Dorchester (4); Ware street, Dorchester 
(3); Willis street, Dorchester (4); York street, Dorchester 
(3). 


Orders were issued by the Lighting Service during the 
ar 1955 for the installation of 1,000-lumen lighting 


units as follows: 


Ayles road, Hyde Park (2); Ainsworth Street Footway, 
West Roxbury (2); Allen street, West Roxbury (1); 
Browning avenue, Dorchester (1 kj Bellamy street, Brighton 
(as Biroherott road, Hyde Park (14 Baldwin place, 
Brighton (1) ; Daniel court, Hyde Park (1); Franklin place, 
East Boston (1); Federal road, West Roxbury (1); Forest 
street, Hyde Park (2); Grandview street, West Roxbury 
(1); Hunnewell avenue, Brighton (1); Jones avenue, Dor- 
chester (1); Kardon road, Hyde Park (1); Moreland 
street, West Roxbury (2); Pickering place, South Boston 
(1); Senders court, Hyde Park (3); Susanna court, Hyde 
Park (2); Union street, Brighton (1); Wedgewood road, 
West Roxbury (1); Wayburn avenue, West Roxbury (3):; 
Wildwood street, Dorchester (1); Wendell place, South 
Boston (1); Wharton court, Hyde Park (1). 
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Gas Lamp Replacement Program. 

During the year approximately 275 obsolete gas lamps 
were replaced with approximately 310 new modern lumi- 
naires with 2,500-lumen lamps. These new lamps in most 
instances are installed on long arms to diminish inter- 
ference with trees and to eliminate glare from homes on 
residential streets. Plans calling for the replacement 
of an additional 300 gas lamps with electric lamps were 
delayed due to the heavy work load imposed on the een 
companies by the disastrous flood. 
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APPENDIX D. 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION ENGINEER OF 
THE SANITARY DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear Sir: 

I submit herewith a statement of the activities of the 
Sanitary Division of the Public Works Department for 
the year ending December 31, 1955. 

The following is a summarized financial statement of 
the expenditures made in 1955 by the Sanitary Division 
for refuse collection and disposal, for street cleaning, and 
for other activities of the division: 


Refuse collection contracts $2,107,982 52 
Refuse disposal contracts 438,256 59 
Refuse supervision payrolls 332,188 73 
Street cleaning payrolls 1,773,734 52 
Street cleaning expenses 42,530 74 
All other expenditures 116,955 32 

Total expenditures $4,811,648 42 


Refuse collection contracts awarded in March pro- 
vided that five additional districts will have totally en- 
closed packer-type bodies on the refuse collection trucks 
operated by the contractors in each district. This makes 
sixteen of the seventeen collection districts now fur- 
nished with this modern equipment. It is planned to 
require this equipment in the seventeenth district next 
year. 

Over ninety-seven acres of marshland located in the 
Gardner Street area of West Roxbury became available 
for a rubbish dump when the city acquired seventy-one 
acres of land formerly used by the Town of Brookline 
for water supply purposes. Starting in September, rub- 
bish fill is being placed in a deep water hole on land in 
this vicinity between Gardner street and Rivermoor 
street, owned by the M. DeMatteo Construction Com- 
pany. This is advantageous to both parties as it conserves 
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the city-owned dumping area, eliminates a hazard to 
children in the area, and will provide a solid fill area 
when completed suitable for use by the owner for parking 
or similar purposes. 

In October the new office quarters provided for the 
division in the William T. Morrissey Memorial Building 
were occupied. This building, located in the yard at the 
Arborway and Forest Hills street, will also house yard 
offices of the Water, Sewer, and Highway Divisions. 

On May 13, 1955, the Fort Point Channel above Dor- 
chester avenue was declared by the Federal Government 
to be nonnavigable. This will require elimination of the 
scow operation from the Albany Receiving Station on 
April 1, 1956. 

The city acquired a total of 124,821 square feet of 
land by taking from the New York, New Haven «& Hart- 
ford Railroad Company in an area northerly of South 
Bay avenue for an incinerator site. Bids were opened on 
December 2 for equipment (furnaces and appurtenances) 
for the South Bay Incinerator. An award will be made 
sometime early in 1956 after the bids have been evaluated. 

An unusual experience for the division resulted from 
the record-breaking rainfall that was an aftermath of 
Hurricane Diane on August 18 and 19. Flooded areas in 
Belnel Village, Dorchester, and the Island Section of 
Hyde Park were furnished with daily refuse collection 
by the division forces until the flood waters receded. The 
division also assisted the Health Department by provid- 
ing transportation to furnish the residents in the flooded 
areas with daily supplies of chloride of lime to disinfect 
their basements. 

Respectfully submitted, 


ApoLtpeH J. Post, 
Division Engineer. 
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SANITARY DIVISION — 1955 
Payments to Refuse Collection Contractors. 


. a pone Total 
istrict ontractor ontract 
Peled Payments 
















































































Anthony. J> Ryan, Inc, ./.. §i pack seme eee 
(First 3 months) $10,500 
Le South Bossone se. ene ee ee $125,100 00 
Anthony J:;Ryan; ‘Inc.7 324 2s....¢20" # eee 
(Last 9 months) 10,400 
2 Hast, Dostonre ns oe cece ane Milano Brothers) Inc... <2 vc se cee eee 6,762 86,238 00 
7,328 
375 Charlestowaias ewias coe mae Milano Brothers, Inc, .,... . < aussi eee eee 3,953 49,182 64 
Ai Silghtbns ae siete ail Anthony J. Ryan, Inc.........+-eseeseeeees 13,500 161,100 00 
13,400 
Peerless Contracting Company.............. 
(First 3 months) 11,190 
5A West Roxburysvhiamws. «ose 125,652 20 
Frank J. Cavaliere: ... . 2. css ae tae nee 
(Last 9 months) 10,350 
5B Jamaica pisses: sae ee J.J. Moore Company. ..2.g05 bee 9,615 115,380 00 
6A Dorchester—North......... Coleman Brothers Corporation.............. 25,900 310,800 00 
6B Dorchester—South......... Coleman Brothers Corporation.............. 29,100 349,200 00 
TALE lm Hilts eee co ete William J: Banfield. ."... -7-0. 4 onsen 5,300 63,690 00 
5,310 
M. DeMatteo Construction Company........ 
(First 3 months) 6,729 me | 
7B Dudlevecusiun ee os ra nae 81,234 05 
United Contracting Company............... | 
(Last 9 months) 6,829 I 
—_—_—__ 
7C Mission Hill...,.5/+../00<. Marinucci Brothers, Inc.....7..0. 1a. saan 8,200 | 
8,140 | 
M. DeMatteo Construction Company........ 
(First 3 months) 9,980 ; 
7D Roxbur¥ Sess tek ca ee 120,488 Sl 
United Contracting Company............... = | 
(Last 9 months) 9,980 | 
Frank J. Cavaliere. ....... 0... 1s buesee oe | 
(First 3 months) 7,900 
9 Bouthiind hoses powents 88,230 00 
Jas. A. Freaney, Inc. 3.5 505... <'c se ae . 
(Last 9 months) 7,170 
DA ‘Back Bay. eestor nuun Dooley Brothers, Inc.......+.0.-sde++e eam 47,465 04 
9B Stuarts ua. hos sae James. A. Freaney,: Ine. ;.i%..siieesan ate > 46,680 00 ; 
10 North and West Ends...... Ward General Contracting Company......... 179,681 
hi’ Hyde Park hoe coe ce eeteee Frank'J:.Cavalier6. 505s :«sbveuns oe eee 60,000 0! 
Total >. seach. ceeca rales ces sees reres ead oe wepenncanen settles $2,107,982 5 
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Payments to Refuse Disposal Contractors. 








Monthly 
District Contractor Contract Total 
Price Payments 
Disposal Contract.............. M. DeMatteo Construction Company........ eee $428,056 59 
Maueus Contract. :........2.605- OU MWOVPIAR GOULET. Oh east cee ee kes os cen oa 10,200 00 


EL OE ee EECEME V MUGTLISET So dig iaic vwisccccccccsesscdtcvescceectlecevvsceos $438,256 59 
Total Payments to Contractors for Refuse Collection and Disposal.............].....0..-- $2,546,239 11 
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APPENDIX E. 


REPORT OF THE DIVISION ENGINEER OF 
THE SEWER DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear SIR: 


I submit herewith statement of the activities and ex- 
penditures of the Sewer Division for the year ending 
December 31, 1955. 

Expenditures During 1965—The activities of the 
Sewer Division during the year consisted of sewer con- 
struction at a contract cost of $422,213.89, as shown on 
attached schedule of the work done, and the maintenance 
and operation of the sewer system at a cost of $911,135.68. 

Contract Work.—Contract work consisted of the ex- 
tension of the sewer system to provide drainage for 
new buildings and street construction and to eliminate 
cesspools, the locations and cost of which are attached. 

Maintenance Work.—Maintenance work consisted of 
the cleaning of 5,739 catch basins by contract and 3,354 
by yard forces, the freeing of stopped sewers and catch 
basins, and the repair of sewers, manholes, and catch 
basins by the yard forces and the operation of the pump- 
ing station and disposal works, the cost of which is 
attached. 

Covering in Open Brooks.—A contract in the amount 
of $439,077 was awarded to Pacella Brothers, Inc., for 
the covering in of Stony Brook, Myopia Brook, and 
Providence Street Brook. 

The main line of Stony Brook will be enclosed in a 
72-inch diameter concrete pipe conduit for a distance of 
about 5,058 linear feet, from opposite Willow avenue to 
Bald Knob road. 

Myopia Brook will be enclosed in a 48-inch diameter 
conerete pipe conduit for a distance of about 769 linear 
feet, from the main line of Stony Brook to an existing 
conduit at the rear lot line between Gwinnett street and 
Austin street. 
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Providence Street Brook will be enclosed in a 36-inch 
diameter concrete pipe conduit for a distance of about 
1,214 linear feet, from the main line of Stony Brook to 
an existing conduit near Grant place. 

The work started in October, 1955, and is expected to 
be completed in one year. This work will complete the 
enclosing of Stony Brook in a conduit. It will make pos- 
sible the reclamation of many acres of adjacent swamp- 
land for building purposes, eliminate the hazard of an 
open brook, and provide substantial relief for the base- 
ment flooding of dwellings, located adjacent to the brook, 
that now occurs when the ground water level is high. 

Proposed Construction Work.—The work of extending 
the sewer system to provide drainage for new street con- 
struction, new building construction, and the elimination 
of cesspools will continue for many years in the future, 
and probably at the same rate as in the past. In addition, 
a long-range sewerage works program provides for the 
extension of main line surface drain conduits and the 
rebuilding of several miles of very old sewers that have 
settled or outlived their economic usefulness. Details 
of the long-range program are contained in a report on 
file in the Sewer Division. 


Special Problems. 

Hurricane Dianne—1 955. 

Boston escaped hurricane Dianne on August 18, 1955, 
but experienced torrential rains on August 18 and 19, 
causing widespread street and cellar flooding. On August 
18 the rain started at 6 a.m. and ended at 11 p.m., during 
which time 4.88 inches of rain fell. On August 19 the 
rain started at 3 a.m. and ended at 9 p.m., during which 
time 7.06 inches of rain fell. The United States Weather 
Bureau reported that the storm produced the heaviest 
rainfall ever experienced in this area and established new 
record rainfall totals and intensities. On August 19 the 
record three-hour intensity was 4.05 inches, and on Au- 
gust 18 and 19 the record 24-hour intensity was 8.40 
inches. 

The storm runoff caused the Neponset River and 
Mother Brook to rise and flood property adjacent to the 
Neponset River at Belnel Village and property adjacent 
to Mother Brook at Margin street, Hyde Park. 

Widespread street and cellar flooding occurred, particu- 
larly on August 19, adjacent to covered brook courses, 
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especially at the lower end of Stony Brook in the vicinity 
of Parker street, at which time it appears that the con- 
duit surcharged and the water backflowed through catch 
basins connected to the conduit, flooding Parker street to 
a depth of about three feet. 

The time. of concentration for the Stony Brook conduit 
from Bald Knob road to Parker street is about three 
hours. The intensity of the Flaherty 15-year rainfall 
curve for a three-hour period is about one inch. The 
intensity: for the same period during Hurricane Dianne 
was about 1.85 inches. It is believed that this increase 
in intensity caused the conduit to surcharge and produced 
the flood. 

. While. widespread street and cellar flooding occurred 
during Hurricane Edna in 1954, when about six inches 
of rain fell, there was very little public protest because 
everybody realized there had been a hurricane, whereas 
during Hurricane Dianne there was no physical evidence 
of a hurricane. other than torrential rain, and the public 
reaction to the flooding was that the sewers were at fault. 
.' As previously stated, similar street and cellar flooding 
occurred, adjacent to other covered brook courses, both 
in 1954 and 1955, causing substantial property damage, 
mostly to oil burner motors. If we are to have such 
storms yearly, or say, more often than once in fifteen 
years, evidently something should be done to meet the 
situation.. Consideration should be given to building 
adequate: pump wells where required, and the installation 
of float-operated motor-driven pumps of the proper size 
at the end of surface drainage conduits to discharge the 
storm flows into the receiving streams. While the installa- 
tion of these pumps would substantially reduce, if not 
entirely’ correct, widespread flooding adjacent to covered 
brook courses during torrential rainstorms, it would in 
no sense: prevent floodings that occur adjacent to the 
Boston ‘Main Drainage Intercepter and the Metropolitan 
North ahd South Intercepter Sewers. Both these sewers 
surcharged: and caused street and cellar flooding during 
both the 1954 and 1955 hurricanes, and there is no way 
of determining how the extent of the resulting damage 
compared. with that caused by the surcharging of covered 
brook courses previously mentioned, although street flood- 
ing was far more extensive adjacent to the covered brook 
courses than to the intercepter sewers. 
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While the completion of the metropolitan sewerage 
works program now in progress will no doubt result in 
greater capacity in the Boston Main Drainage Inter- 
cepter for storm flow, it will not prevent the intercepter 
from surcharging during torrential rainstorms, but it 
should shorten both the time of surcharge and of street 
flooding if it should occur. 


Sewer Changes Required by the Construction of the 
Fitzgerald Expressway. 

The construction of the tunnel section of the Fitzger- 
ald Expressway required that sewers that now cross the 
tunnel location be siphoned underneath the tunnel or 
intercepted by a new sewer to be built on the northerly 
side of the tunnel and be reconnected to the Boston 
sewer system by new sewers located beyond the tunnel 
portals at Oliver street and Kneeland street. 

These new sewers are now under construction as part 
of the contract for the construction of the tunnel. 

One sewer starts at the east side intercepter near Oliver 
street, and has a storm overflow into the harbor at Fort 
Hill Wharf. From the intercepter it is located on the west 
side of Oliver street, between Atlantic avenue and Pur- 
chase street, then in Purchase street to Summer street 
and beyond to Columbia street and Essex street. The 
size of the sewer varies from 72-inch diameter to 48-inch 
diameter pipe. } 

The other sewer starts in Kneeland street and is then 
located in private land on the easterly side of Albany 
street between Kneeland street and Harvard street, then 
in Harvard street with a branch in private land starting 
in Harvard street between Albany street and Hudson 
street to Beach street, and then crosses Beech street and 
Edinboro street to and in private land parallel to the 
tunnel to near Tufts street and Kingston street. The 
size of the sewer varies from 72-inch to 18-inch diameter 

ipe. 
3 The Sewer Division Labor Force consists of the follow- 
ing: 24 laborers, 1 carpenter: 30 motor equipment oper- 
ators and laborers, 10 catch-basin machine operators, 4 
tide gate repairmen, 6 working foremen sewer cleaners, 
17 sewer cleaners, 5 bricklayers, 3 yardmen, 1 heavy motor 
equipment operator, 5 sewer district foremen, and 1 main 
drainage foreman. This makes a total of 107 men as- 
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signed to answering complaints, cleaning catch basins, 
cleaning sewers, repairs to manholes and catch basins, 
repairing broken sewers, and other related work. 

Length of Sewers Built .—During the fiscal year 1955 
there were built by contractors and day labor 6.62 miles 
of common sewers and surface drains throughout the city. 
After deducting 0.27 miles of sewers and surface drains, 
rebuilt or abandoned, the net increase for 1955 is 6.35 
miles, which added to the existing 1,279.95 miles of com- 
mon sewers and surface drains and 30.93 miles of inter- 
cepting sewers, makes a grand total of 1,317.23 miles of 
all sewers belonging to the City of Boston, and under the 
care of the Sewer Division on January 1, 1956. 

There were 133 catch basins built or rebuilt and 11 
abandoned or removed during the year, making a net 
gain of 122 catch basins and a grand total of 24,355 catch 
basins under the care of the Sewer Division on January 1, 
1956. 

Permit Office Report—Entrance fees to the amount of 
$12,882 have been deposited with the Collector-Treasurer 
for collection from estates upon which no sewer assess- 
ments were ever paid, in accordance with Ordinances of 
1945, chapter 27, section 10. 

There were 1,085 permits issued, viz., 245 to district 
foremen and contractors and 840 to drainlayers for re- 
pair or laying new house drains. Inspectors from this 
office have personally inspected the work done under 
these drainlayers’ permits. 

There were 2,513 complaints investigated and inspec- 
tors are instructed to report in writing in each case. 

There were 2,015 catch basin complaints received. 

Reported in writing on 2,952 municipal liens to the 
Collector-Treasurer, in accordance with chapter 60, sec- 
tion 25, of the General Laws. Reported orally on about 
2,400 requests for information on municipal liens. 

Notices have been mailed to abutters in conformity 
with the Ordinances of 1925, chapter 27, section 8, ap- 
prising them of the construction of new sewers or repairs 
to old sewers. 

Respectfully, 


Rosert P. SHEA, 
Division Engineer. 
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Summary of Sewer Construction for Twelve Months Ending 
December 31, 1955. 


Built by the : 
DISTRICTS. City Bither by Drvats Total Lengths Built. 

Day Labor. Parties. 

Linear Feet. Linear Feet. Linear Feet. Miles. 
GityiErOperts.. a. oes. 60.00 1,579 .00 1,639 00 0.3104 
HOSWOTY ry Beeidiicas 141.50 |.............. 141.50 0.0268 
South Boston......... EO hd a es «o's 9 «' 96.00 0.0182 
OR AC on Goce orn corer er 
Charlestown.......... SU UE Re i 42.00 0.0079 
Pivehtots se eGnws cc vss MEIOOE Ves sls ess aie s'ess © 2,290.57 0.4338 
West Roxbury........ Ue Sr 12,091.14 2.2899 
Dorchester. ¢......... Oo ALCO: es 7,741.05 1.4661 
Page Park. ou; . sce 10,775.22 116.15 10,891 .37 2.0628 

Tptals: V0 $0 33,237 .48 1,695.15 34,932.63 6.6159 


{ 


Summary of Sewer Construction for Five Years Previous to 
January 1, 1956. 


| 1951. | 1952. | 1953. | 1954. | 1955. 


Linear Feet.| Linear Feet.| Linear Feet.| Linear Feet.) Linear Feet 


Built by city by con- 
tract or day labor...| 22,456.07 | 18,781.42 | 27,469.81 | 33,316.89 | 33,237.48 


Built by private parties 
or other city depart- 
OTT pn a hen al 16,484.50 } 11,482.00 | 10,459.00 1,695.15 


SS | | | | 


ae a 22,456.07 | 35,265.92 | 38,951.81 | 43,775.89 | 34,932.63 
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Total Length of Sewers. 


Total Lengths 
Lengths Removed or 


i e 
Ending : bnding ; December 31, 1955. 
31, 1955. 31, 1955. 
Linear Feet. | Linear Feet. | Linear Feet. Miles. 
Citys Properieeeentces bi eon 1,639.00 763.00 876.00 0.1659 
Roxbury corer qoeveceines cet oe 141.50 141,50 *135-8 eter eee «a Riss 
South Boston. wiassh secs as seas 06.00] ck teen ee 96.00 0.0182 
Bast Boston. . ois we fc. 086 bee cle d | os oisis 0. oie aw el clove con eh ites te eiphe ene ee SIRI eho 
ASRATIGRLO WIE hy, an oc cle ss 0a wre 42.00 BS OO ald d se eae lalea da «ie a's a 
Brigoton),.s9n shat eee eyes ws 2,290.57 304.00 1,986 .57 0.3762 
West Roxbury s.3. sen cs crest 12,091.14 150.00 11,941.14 2.2614 
DOrchesters «eee ben eee ae 7,041.06 | 5 ee 7,741.05 1.4661 
Hye Park... js BN. CrP RG. as} 10,891.37 |... Sh. aeaeeae 10,891 .37 2.0628 
LOCRIB OCC wits 6 su cp bea 0 83 34,932.63 1,400.50 33,532.13 6.3506 


Miles. 
Common sewers and surface drains built previous 
to January 1,1955 .. tent a0 
Common sewers and surface drains built between 
January 1 and December 31, 1955 ot Pee 6.35 
Common sewers and surface drains built ending 
December 31,1955 .  . . 1,286.30 
City of Boston intercepting sewers connecting with 
Metropolitan sewers to December 31,1955... *6.81 
City of Boston main drainage intercepting sewers 
to December 31,1955). |. *24.12 
Grand total of common and intercepting sewers to 
December 31,1955 9.50 2. 1,317.23 
Total mileage of streets containing sewerage works 
to January 1, 1956)... 2.4 2 ©. SO 711.87 


*No additional lengths built during 1955. 
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Catch Basins in Charge of Sewer Division. 





ToTaL FoR WHOLE City 


CatcH Basins FoR TWELVE MONTHS 
IN CHARGE OF SEWER 


Enpine DrecemsBer 31, 1955. 











Division. 
DisTRICcTs. ‘ 
Perea Numer | x | eee. joc 
Rebuilt, | or Removed. | ‘™merease. | January 1, | January 1, 
Waeity Proper..............05 1 9 3,807 3,799 
SEAT Safi res § ca aes se 6 0 3,474 3,480 
Smgh Boston. .\.. 6... 6... vay 4 0 1,471 1,475 
East Boston................ 0 0 1,221 1,221 
METIOMLOWD.. 50.5. cee cess. & 0 0 846 846 
Merton. 4, Cra Ps... s 8 0 2,087 2,095 
BETIROXDUPY 3 gc00'd cis's Sass 2 28 2 4,437 4,463 
WPOMOSCET .. cs ewes 33 0 5,644 5,677 
Weede Park...)...........6 53 0 1,246 1,299 
ON eee eee 133 11 24,233 24,355 
CALF PASTURE PUMPING STATION 
ANNUAL Report, CatFr Pasture, 1955 

Total gallons pumped . ... . .:.  .  . 42,589,626,000 

Daily average gallons pumped . . . . ... 116,818,000 

Cost per million gallons pumped . . . . .. . $4.82 

Me el lw Ce eC w= $108,833 04 

Edison Power . : heer ; core aay 2 83,287 62 

| ar ; : , ; : ‘ : : 4,253 30 

ES ES i 3,959 08 

a 3,615 32 

es a ee kt gk le hy 1,728 00 


ee FO a PR Seong 7E 86 
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SEWER DIVISION 
Maintenance Expenditure Details 1955 


ToTaL 
PERSONAL SERVICES: 
Permanent employees . . . .  . 867,475 84 
Temporary employees. : : d ‘ 1,032 40 
Overtime . ; ‘ : : : : : 16,839 35 


CONTRACTUAL SERVICES: 


Communications. ‘ ; : ; ‘ 3,327 87 
Light, heat and power. : 89,197 24 
Repairs and maintenance of ‘buildings and 
structures. ‘ : 46,340 47 
Repairs and servicing of equipment ee 4,007 99 
Transportation of persons . . .  . 1,128 62 


Other contractual services. : . ‘ 454 42 


SUPPLIES AND MATERIALS: 


Food supplies. : 17 55 
Heating supplies and materials . . . 6,378 54 
Household supplies and materials : 413 75 
Medical, dental and hospital supplies and 

materials : . 13 07 
Office supplies and materials. . . . 2,741 71 
Other supplies and materials. . .  . 11,296 37 


CURRENT CHARGES AND OBLIGATIONS 
EQUIPMENT 
STRUCTURES AND IMPROVEMENTS 


GRAND ToTaL 


$585,347 59 


144,456 61 


20,860 99 
816 10 
244 85 

159,409 54 


. $911,135 68 
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APPENDIX F. 


REPORT OF THE SURVEY DIVISION FOR 
THE YEAR 19565. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear SIR: 

I respectfully submit the following report of the activi- 
ties of the Survey Division for the year ending December 
o1; 1955, 

This division performs engineering services for other 
divisions of the Public Works Department and other city 
departments, boards, and commissions. It also performs 
administrative and engineering duties required by the 
Public Improvement Commission for its operation. 


The principal engineering duties include: 

(a) the making of plans, surveys, estimates, and reports 
relating to the laying out, widening, construction, and 
design of public highway; 

(b) the taking of easements for sewerage works; 

(c) staking out lines and grades for the construction of 
highways, sewerage, etc.; 

(d) the making of property surveys of land to be 
acquired by the City of Boston by eminent domain; 

(e) the making of plans and surveys of city-owned land 
for purposes of sale, interdepartmental transfer, or new de- 
velopment; 

(f) the making of various engineering surveys and plans 
required by other city departments. 


For the Public Improvement Commission, the admin- 
istrative functions include processing of petitions, arrang- 
ing public hearings, preparing estimates and orders relat- 
ing to land damages and street and sewer betterments, 
preparing orders for the laying out of streets and the con- 
struction of streets and sewers, preparing orders for emi- 
nent domain land takings, preparing orders for the 
granting of permits for use of public highways, erection 
of poles, ete., and the maintenance of all records in the 
charge of the Public Improvement Commission. 


Pusiic Works DEPARTMENT. ra 


Personnel: 

On December 31, 1955, there were thirty-five permanent 
and seven temporary employees in this division. 

During the year: two permanent employees, Edward P. 
Fogarty, Executive Secretary, and William F. Conway, 
Senior Designing Engineer, retired. Mr. Fogarty had 
been employed in this Division since 1906 and Mr. Con- 
way since 1923. Each of these employees was an expert 
in his work and is sorely missed. Three provisional en- 
gineering aides resigned during the year. One permanent 
employee, a junior clerk, transferred to the division from 
the Registry Division of the Health Department and two 
new provisional employees were hired, leaving three posi- 
tions vacant. 


Division Expenditures, January I, 1955, to December 31, 1955, 














Inclusive 

Survey Highway Sewer 

Budget. Loan. Loan. 

Perm SS Ge... ........... $108,418 72 | $66,850 60 — 

LESTE OS ie sche SA 18,350 97 — _ 
merBCuUel BErviCess. oc... 5. lee ee ee 2,657 14 10,749 65 $2,091 25 

Supplies and materials...................... 6,061 89 _— — 

Current charges and obligations.............. 109 00 | *43,914 50 _— 

Hawipmentere..2tts...: Paes Bie ery. a, 470 52 = = 
CP A $136,068 24 | $121,514 75 | $2,091 25 

ToraL EXPENDITURES . . $259,674 24 


* Land Damages 


During the period covered by this report, the Survey 
Division completed one hundred seventeen (117) surveys 
and plans for the improving of existing highways or lay- 
ing out of new ones totaling 8.10 miles. Thirty-eight (38) 
surveys and plans for 3.13 miles of sewerage easements 
were also made. Twenty-seven (27) surveys and plans 
of city-owned land or land to be taken for municipal pur- 
poses were also made. 

Field engineering work included the staking out of 
thirty-three (33) streets for the Paving Service of the 
Highway Division, thirty-eight (38) for the Sewer Divi- 
sion, and miscellaneous services for other city depart- 
ments. Regular routine work included the resurveying 
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of street lines for private engineers wherever existing 
records were inadequate or obsolete, marking lines and 
grades for private construction abutting public streets, 
examining land court plans for the Law Department, 
preparing land damage reports for the Public Improve- 
ment Commission, drafting charts, graphs, ete., for the 
Administrative Services Department, City Auditor, and 
others. Listed below are the major engineering surveys 
and plans completed during the period of this report. 


For the Public Improvement Commission: 


Forty-four (44) surveys and plans were made for the 
laying out of 3.36 miles of public highways, as follows: 


Length 
Brighton in Feet. 
Eatonia street ’ : : ; : : ; ! 180 
West Sorrento street . ; ‘ ; : i hab. AD 
Charlestown 
Terminal Street Extension . . 3 ; ; ww 200 
Dorchester 
Barna road . ‘ : } ; ‘ . A a S80 
Brockton street. ‘ : ; ; : h Sete JOG 
Evandale terrace . : ; : P : / cme O00 
Harrow street : : : 4 : ; E el VA 
Howard place ; ~ a es 
Maryknoll street—-7 . «a 
Maryknoll terrace 2 AL ae 
Mildred avenue . . : ' > , : Pit OU 
Range road. : i) aoe Ce Neer BAO 
Tanglewood:road .. . .s «4 [iG 
Wichita terrace. . y : ; ; ‘ Sere GY 
East Boston 
Harmony street . : I TP + i reaane aia ae 
Marion court . i ‘ ‘ F : , ; : 165 
Hyde Park 
Brush Hill terrace : : : : , 7 ete: 
Cromwell road ; : , : ; ; : palaige' 2.4 
Huntington avenue. 0. 0)! 01 
Irwin avenue . i 4 f } ; : ‘ P.9PLTG 
New Bedford street . . : ; : { . +060 


Stonehill terrace . ’ ‘ ‘ F : : ; 140 
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Length 
Roxbury in Feet. 
ena ys Ode A te cot 250 
Dray a ee OE aig Mapaet eeecect 100 
Johnston park Pere ot Ah EE in) tie. 178 
Kenway terrace. : ; eu 1176 
La Fayette park Wii oe ASS 
Lamartine Street Extension Wana wah! 731 
Langford park emery Oe psu. ti a lt) 208 
South Boston 
Fargo street .  . : ; uss, 466 
West Roxbury 
Agassiz park . : : . . 2380 
Brownson terrace . ; : : ; .  §00 
Brucewood street . eae Pad hate he 
Burley street . : . 420 
Cheshire street. , , ‘ hi 215 
Driftwood road. ee é ; . 484 
Granada park ee ee ee A438 
Hampstead Lane . rs nah intuit 400 
Haviland road as Ul Yee WT hehe tied 2, OOO 
Laurie avenue : ; : : b . 1,084 
Maple Street Extension ; Sauna at 
Maple Street oS eV Veiae s POL Whet- yest 110 
Mossdale road fab heey siiieane) aoied568 
MIE LOITACG ww tte ltt we 2 260 


Twenty-nine (29) surveys and plans were made for the 
widening and relocation of 2.52 miles of public highways 
as follows: 


Length 

in Feet. 
Albany street, Boston Proper. ; : 67 
eummmrnueeer. Wyde'Park’ ol ee eg 80 
Eeeseoursireet, Roxbury’). J). ek, 38 
Brookline avenue, Roxbury ee ies et MP - Peed 
SON OSTCNtON 34 orisiivml ta mitie yiiweth B47 
Congress street, Boston Proper . il te 8 
Cummins Highway, Dorchester. . . . . 234 
Dorchester avenue, South Boston . . . . 54 
Dorchester avenue, Boston Proper. , a) 612 
Fernwood road, West Roxbury . Pa ei “et8 Loo 
Francis street, Roxbury 4 . 3808 
Gardner street, West Roxbury .  . . . .. 1,948 
Hall street, West Roxbury .. ow Leek ra ge 45 
Hill Top street, Dorchester . 40 


Independence Drive, West Roxbury . 3809 


74 City DocumMEnT No. 18. 


Length 

in Feet. 
Kilsyth road, Brighton ; ‘ pp 2.090 
Kinross road, Brighton ; : . 930 
Lanark road, Brighton : , : . 1,360 
Leon street, Roxbury ’ ; } fi 
Monument street, Charlestown . ; mm? 100 
Mt. Hope street, West Roxbury ; : ‘ 26 
Old Colony avenue, Dorchester. . . . . 240 
Poplar street, West Roxbury . . 7 eee P1973 
River street, Dorchester. ; ; ; i WaKOG 
Selkirk road, Brighton . . 980 
South street, West Roxbury 2) a 79 
Southampton street, Roxbury . . . HAs 14 
West street, Hyde Park ; . 1,875 
Worcester square, Boston Proper ; : , ee os0 


Three (3) surveys and plans were made for the discon- 
tinuance of .14 mile of public highways as follows: 


Length 
in Feet. 
Clyde street, East Boston. : pt 450 
Central street, Boston Proper .* . “7 * 99") 3)" 200 
Public Alley No. 104, Boston Proper en 16 


Thirty-four (84) surveys and plans were made for the 
alteration (specific repair) of 1.75 miles of public high- 
ways as follows: 


Length 
in Feet. 
Albany street, Roxbury MP ws 
Beacon street, Brighton . 900 


Beacon street, Brighton, at Chestnut Hill avenue 

Beacon street, Boston Proper, at Charlesgate Kast 

Beacon street, Boston Proper, at Commonwealth 
avenue 


Boylston street, Boston Proper, at Clarendon 
street 

Brookline avenue, Roxbury, at Beacon street 

Bunker Hill street, Charlestown ; . 1,650 


Bussey street, West Roxbury, at Walter street 
Bussey street, West Roxbury, at South street 
Chelsea street, Charlestown, at Joiner street 
City square, Charlestown, at Park street 
Commonwealth avenue, Boston Proper, at Beacon 
street 
Commonwealth avenue, Brighton . .- 815 
Cummins Highway, West Roxbury and Dorchester 3,560 
Dock square, Boston Proper 
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Length 
in Feet. 
Everett street, Brighton, at approaches to pre 
Harrison avenue, Boston Proper ay -250 
Main street, Charlestow n, at Austin street 
Massachusetts avenue, Roxbury, at Southampton 


street 

Massachusetts avenue, Roxbury, at Theodore A. 
Glynn Way 

Massachusetts avenue, Roxbury, at Magazine 
street 

Meridian street, East Boston, at Marion street 

Mildred avenue, Dorchester ; 820 


Morton street, West Roxbury, at Forest Hills Circle 
North street, Boston Proper, at Dock square 


Northampton street, Roxbury . 125 

Southampton street, Roxbury, at Massachusetts 
avenue 

Southampton street, Roxbury . 440 

Southampton street, Roxbury, at “Theodore A. 
Glynn Way 


Summer tee South Boston, at Melcher street 
Theodore A. Glynn Way, Roxbury, at Newmarket 


square 

Washington street, Roxbury . .. . 24 b148 

West Broadway, South Boston, at Dorchester 
street 


Three (3) surveys and plans for highway easements 
were made as follows: 


Hyde Park avenue, Hyde Park . 1,800 sq. ft. (sloping) 
Terminal street, Charlestown . ; . 300 ft. (wall) 
Westglow street, Dorchester at. 2 Gi: 70 ft. (wall) 


Five (5) surveys and plans were made for the revision 
of grade of .83 mile of public highways as follows: 


Length 

m Feet. 

Cheryl Lane, Hyde Park . Ty d Rigebh ss tess 0 ig ti 
Brucewood street, West Roxbury a. os = ea 
Cricket Lane, West PORE Ls Ss he nts oA BO 
Southampton street, Roxbury .. eae ouU 
RL TORO LT Vole rarkwut) Sirociiy Top eck Se’ O78 


Six (6) surveys and plans were made for the taking by 
eminent domain of 525,401 square feet of land for mu- 
nicipal purposes, as follows: 
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LocaTION. Area. 
Auburn street, Roxbury (at Oakburn 
AVOEDUG}TE on Ae tr eae wie te te 6,494 
Mt. Vernon street, Dorchester....... 8,969 
Silver street, South Boston.......... 1,566 


North Margin street, Boston Proper. 1,106 
South Bay avenue, Roxbury (addi- 
fiOnSl TAKIN Ree we eee 30,711 


Hallet street, Dorchester........... 476,555 


Department. 


School 

School 

School 
Park 


Public Works 
(Sanitary) 
Public Works 
(Sanitary) 


Thirty-eight (38) surveys and plans were made for the 
taking of 3.13 miles of easements for sewerage purposes 


as follows: 


Brighton 
Anselm terrace 
Guest street 
Lake street 


Charlestown 
Terminal street 


Dorchester 


Corman road . : 
Constitution road . 
Crossman street 
Dania street . 
Faunce road . 
Jamestown terrace 
Lena terrace . 
Lorna road 
Messinger street 
Prairie street . 
Sunset Lane 
Viking terrace 


Hast Boston 
Gladstone street 


Hyde Park 


Beaver street . 
Belnap road 
Dodge road 

Joan road 
Leighton road 
Marston street 
Perry court ; 
Providence street . 


Length 
in Feet. 
410 
1,431 
170 


320 
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Length 

in Feet. 
Sherrin street : : j ‘ 2 “ pas betes 1 
Summer street : , , } : lta 
Woodland road . ‘ ; , . “ wha sheets es: 
Woodland road . ; A 3 . : 7 bea si 

West Roxbury 

BE ee ee 70 
Cutter road . ; ; ' : . sare OU 
David road . : : ; : POOPY 
Emelia terrace : , ; : ‘ f ; ; 235 
Hazelmere road . i : : : 130 
PME Sg ee 85 
New Haven street ; } } k ' e220 
Rocky Nook terrace . ... eo i250 
Wedgemere road thi a Te 80 


For the Public Works Department (Highway Divi- 
sion), thirty-three (33) highways were staked out for con- 
struction. 

For the Public Works Department (Sewer Division), 
one hundred thirty-two (132) catch basins were staked 
out for construction. Also, forty-eight (48) reports recom- 
mending the location of one hundred eighty-eight (188) 
new catch basins were made. 

For the Law Department, a survey and plan was made 
of land on East street, Boston Proper, and a sketch plait 
showing buildings on Stuart and Warrenton streets, Bos- 
ton Proper. Also, fifty-seven (57) plans filed with Land 
Court petitions were examined and checked for street 
line references. 

For the Real Property Department, a survey and plan 
was made of land on Taunton avenue, Hyde Park. Three 
(3) topographical plans were made of land on St. James 
avenue, Boston Proper; Scollay square, Boston Proper; 
Uphams Corner, Dorchester; and Winthrop street, Hyde 
Park. Four (4) surveys, plans, and topographical plans 
were made of land on Gove street, East Boston; Harrison 
avenue, Boston Proper; Hollis street, Boston Proper; 
and Lincoln street, Dorchester. 

For the Library Department, a survey and plan was 
made of land on East Broadway, South Boston. 

For the Park Department, two (2) surveys and plans 
were made of land on Joyce Kilmer park, West Roxbury, 
and Victory road, Dorchester (Alsen Playground). 

For the Hospital Department, a survey and plan was 
made of a proposed road to Long Island Hospital (Am- 
bulance road). 
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For the School Committee, the following school proper- 
ties were staked out: Metropolitan avenue, Hyde Park; 
Gordon avenue, Hyde Park; Needham road, Hyde Park; 
Linwood street, Hyde Park; Auburn street, Roxbury; 
Centre street, Dorchester; Auburn School in Brighton; 
and Poplar street, West Roxbury. In addition, five (5) 
surveys and plans were made of land on Athens street, 
South Boston; Silver street, South Boston; Oakburn 
avenue, Roxbury; Mt. Vernon street, Dorchester; and 
Faywood avenue, East Boston. A topographical plan was 
also made for the Faywood avenue, East Boston, school 
site. 

For the Building Department, a survey and plan was 
made of land at Commercial street and Charter street, 
Boston Proper. 

Stone Bounds.—In accordance with a policy estab- 
lished in 1950, stone bounds were set and drilled on the 
following newly constructed streets: 


Number 
STREET. District. of Bounds. 
Uy eget Ya apne ak ee eee AN Brightons. css 4 
Allerton street. ......:°.......FOXDU Va + 
AaITIOn SEreCti ee. oo ah eee Dorchester... 7. ass 1 
Orval POs Ce ie rn rca e Dorchester, aes 2 
Balin "pilates. 9,42, tee © West Roxbury...... 1 
Banton-street, G7 Pie Ft Oe. Dorchester #2) 3 yee" 2 
Centre courtier seus. eye Dorchester, ......+1 4 
Cricket Thanevseeeas. irae. tore West Roxbury...... a 
Cerin TOR eerie ee eee West Roxbury...... 4 
Canterbury street.............West Roxbury. 2.5 4 
Corey teria. Cer 8 Gt. dgestamciie. West Roxbury...... 4 
Eugenia road.....:........... West, ROXDUPVa ma 4 
TYATUOrd COUrb gas ee ae Dorchester ,~ ae 2 
EEATelawh Toad te ee ee West Roxbury...... 8 
Hemman street...............West Roxbury...... 3 
Lanterns Lange gogod . Ot. 24 West Roxbury...... 6 
Ledgewood road.............. West Roxbury...... 7 
Newmarket square............ Roxbury:: . - seen 6 
Peirsonsstreet «ores wae oo cae Roxbury... . <9 2 
Pheasanratreet (oo oes West Roxbury...... a 
Pitsmoor TOsdse + iy neds aes West Roxbury...... 1 
QMuarleyevora ae 2... see : West Roxbury...... 3 
Ryderiiroad’ Vio we. Brighton’... > sae 3 
Summer pares. 6. 20, Fae Dorchester......... 2 
Westmount avenue........... West Roxbury...... a 
Westville terrace: ............ Dorchester? . 202528 1 
Zelieristrestawil! inglal. seed. West Roxbury...... 1 
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Private Street Survey.—In connection with the Public 
Improvement Commission’s program of renaming private 
streets to reduce the number of duplications and eliminate 
some of the existing confusion in street names, the survey 
of 2,000 private streets begun in 1954 was completed, 
and recommendations for renaming, where favorable, 
were submitted to the Public Improvement Commission. 

“Boston’s Streets” (Street Book).— On April 30, 1955, 
the new edition of Boston’s Streets, completed by this 
division, was issued. 


Reproduction Work. 


DEPARTMENT. 
Administrative Services 


Be RS Oe 

Purchasing Division............... 
SA a ake 
i pa Soa a «cl ws 
Boston Gas Company.......:....... 
Boston Edison Company 
per rl Se i SS i 
SIRE Wr a... ks 
OO Ee one 
NE 


Esti © ees (0° 0 4) 0: © 


Compensation Review Board......... 
District Attorney’s Office............ 


Finance Commission... 


Registry Division... . 
ane Authority..... 


EO Ce ee 
Mayor’s Office......... 
ES 2 


oe ee eee we we we we 


eee eee eee eevee 


oe ee ew ee eo eee 


ore wean es aS fk ee 


. deeb be oe @ ae a 6 


Rae <h 6 6) ee & Ree 8 


pl 4 Ri Shel py 0 @.. 8.8 a). 6. © 


i RO ee eS oP Se. 


Penal Institutions.......... 
Planning Board......... 


Public Works: 

Central Office....... 
Bridge Division...... 
Highway Division... 

Encroachment..... 

SeULIe....... ..- 
Sanitary Division.... 
Sewer Division...... 
Survey Division..... 
Water Division...... 


cae « oe owe «Foe 


he 5 8 ee Se ee 8 8 


Bea aw an we ef oes 


Reale an « & Hee @ ¢ 


Sipitle in € 6 ee 8 gS he 


Ct eae Oke ee 


oe oe ae Ae a en er ee ee ee: 


et oe fe ee eee oe 


Public Works (State)........ 


PEPODCTLY.... 0.362... wetie, wars 
Buildings Division................ 


Registry (Court House) 


Rent Control Board........ 


SE eS eg ot ge 


School Buildings............ 


School Committee... .. 


Carried forward 


eee whe s 4 66 «© |e 


BPS OZS 


41 1,390 


3,016 668 


APS 


18 


137 
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Reproduction Work — Continued 


DEPARTMENT PHSTS BPS OZS APS 
Brought forward 34,021 3,016 668 137 
TPT Con cae sic chakra ie ees dic atin be aan to 864 18 561 
YOHSULEN 8 ca batt SE te ai. aa ka ae 212 
Collecting Division................ 86 
Vetéranie Services. i ecreesc evans. 90 3 
WOTATG. cen sae an a ae. oe sw 12 104 
White Fundiyc 7 yee a ee eee 250 


35,535 3,034 9,547 137 


Assessments.—During the period reported on, estimates 
of benefit for assessment purposes were prepared amount- 
ing to $186,421.27. These estimates are included in 
orders for street and highway improvements. Also final 
assessments were prepared amounting to $220,984.52. 


Respectfully submitted, 


JAMES W. HALEY, 
Chief Engineer, Survey Division. 
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APPENDIX G. 


REPORT OF DIVISION ENGINEER OF THE 
WATER DIVISION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 


To the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear Sir: 


I respectfully submit the following report of the ac- 
tivities of the Water Division, operations, and expendi- 
tures for the fiscal year ending December 31, 1955. 

During the year a total of 27,839.1 linear feet, or 5.27 
miles, of main pipe was laid or relaid, varying in size 
from 4 inches to 16 inches, and 931 applications were re- 
ceived for installation of new service pipes, enlarged serv- 
ice pipes, and fire pipes, etc., in new or remodeled build- 
ings. 

There were 42 petitions received for the extension of 
water mains. The particular streets in which the above 
work was performed are shown on the accompanying 
tables. 

The districts in which the main pipe was laid and re- 
laid are as follows: 


DIstTRICcT. Lam. RELAID. 
Linear Feet. Linear Feet. 
East Boston . } : 0 2,048 .6 
MemeererONeT 6s wy ite 0 104.0 
South Boston ; : 0 0 
Dorchester. oA Saliba te |i 5,462 .9 0 
West Roxbury Aik oh See He 6,217.3 0 
Hyde Park . ; . 10,867.9 2,651 .6 
Brighton ; : 456.8 30. 


Under the provisions of chapter 4 of the Ordinances of 
1952, which deals with capital improvements, the Water 
Division submitted a capital improvement program, 
which program was not followed to any great extent due 
to the fact that all available funds were needed to extend 
water mains to provide water into residential areas. 
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ENGINEERING OFFICE. 

The office force maintained its usual service to the 
public with information in relation to the Water Division, 
estimates on new service pipes, making out contracts, 
assisting the yard forces on Water Division matters, com- 
piling official data, bringing the record plans to date, 
supervision of all construction and snow removal in areas 
Nos. 4 and 10. 

The Engineering Office assisted in design and supervi- 
sion of construction of water mains for the following 
major construction projects; their status being as follows: 


Central Artery. 
City square to Fort Hill square completed. 
Fort Hill square to beyond Kneeland street—design 
completed and construction started. 


Wiliam T. Morrissey Boulevard. 
Columbia Circle to Tolman street completed. 
Tolman street to across Neponset avenue—design com- 
pleted and construction started. 


Embankment Road or Storrow Drive. 
Nashua street to Boston University Bridge completed. 


Soldiers Field Road. 


Ehot Bridge to Western avenue completed. 
Western avenue to Cambridge street under construction. 


Southeast Expressway. 
Neponset Circle to Freeport street at William T. Mor- 
rissey Boulevard—construction started. 
Freeport street at William T. Morrissey Boulevard 
north of Columbia road, design completed—construc- 
tion to start in spring of 1956. 


Bellevue Hill Tower. 
New tower completed (elevation 392) —connection will 
be completed with Bellevue Hill road in spring of 
1956. 


Long Island. 

New 12-inch steel main laid on bridge, Moon Island to 
Long Island, completed, and the defective 12-inch 
pipe abandoned between Moon Island and Long 
Island. 


Projects being studied and in various stages of progress 
are as follows: 
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(a) Reinforcing Faulkner Hospital Area in West Rox- 
bury—construction to start in spring of 1956 by M.D.C. 
with 12-inch connection at Weld street and West Roxbury 
Parkway. 

(b) Reinforcing West Roxbury, Spring, Centre, Grove, 
Temple Streets Area by closing connections to 24-inch and 
20-inch main—Forest Hills to Manthorne road. 

(c) Reinforcing Hyde Park beyond Cleary square is 
one third completed (American Legion Highway to Provi- 
dence street). During this year we anticipate extension of 
Providence street to West street. 


Hydrants. 


There were 30 new hydrants established, 149 hydrants 
changed, and 10 hydrants abandoned. 


Summation. 

System relaid 0.91 miles, extended 4.36 miles, 30 hy- 
drants established, and 10 hydrants abandoned, thus in- 
creasing the amount of water pipe in system by 4.36 miles 
and 20 hydrants. 


District Yards. 


The district yard forces were utilized in repairs of main 
pipe leaks, installation of new service pipes, new fire 
pipes, service pipe repairs, fire pipe repairs, meter changes, 
off and on calls, and general maintenance service to the 
public. 


THe DIstRIBUTION BRANCH. 

The Distribution Branch, consisting of the main yard 
and four district yards, and responsible for the repair and 
maintenance of main pipes, hydrants, service pipes, and 
gate valves, was assisted during the year by four con- 
tracting firms who assisted the department forces in the 
repairing of leaks and the laying of new and relaying of 
old service pipes. 

The contractual work was performed in a satisfactory 
manner and again proved the value of this type of con- 
tract in assisting the department forces to repair and in- 
stall new appurtenances. 

During the year the district yard responsible for work 
in the West Roxbury, Jamaica Plain, and Hyde Park area, 
with offices at 11 Child street, was abandoned and the 


84 City DocumMEntT No. 18. 


property disposed of, and the activities transferred to 
new Public Works Building called the Morrissey Build- 
ing at the corner of Forest Hills street and Morton street. 


THE MAcHINE SHOP. 

The machine shop and plumbing shop handled all the 
drilling and connecting of services in addition to the 
regular work carried on in these shops, such as the ma- 
chining and assembling of gates, valves, and hydrants, 
and the department assisted the other branches of the 
Public Works Department in performing special jobs. 


THe Meter BRANCH. 


The meter shop handled a total of 24,376 meters, di- 
vided as follows: 


Meters applied on new services : ; 855 
Meters discontinued . : een MOLT 
Meters changed... .' |. (Ua SSRs 
Meters tested in shop . | SR ROR SE Se 
Meters repaired in service . Vay i 548 
Meters repaired in shop. Mes rmatnrnre (Fo betty: 
Meters reset on : «. Side 769 
Meters junked . ; . EE 

DOPRADUS Teyndrihs . oe la A 


BUSINESS OFFICE. 

This office performs all the work related to the process- 
ing of bills to property owners for water used and the 
maintenance of water meters. 

These operations include receiving applications for 
new services and fire pipes; reading 95,000 meters quar- 
terly; computing and preparing 382,000 bills amounting 
to $6,211,110; keeping account of paid and unpaid bills; 
recording liens against delinquent consumers; testing, 
repairing, installing, and removing water meters and re- 
ceiving complaints from the water-consuming public. 

It is unfortunate that for many years the surplus of 
the Water Division was not allowed to accumulate a re- 
serve fund which would have been available when water 
receipts failed to meet expenditures. In 1955 receipts of 
the division showed a surplus of only $57,917.28, which 
was accomplished only by deferring much needed im- 
provements to the water system to a later date. 
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1955 
Main pipe petitions received . . . . . 42 
Domestic service applications ag ae 2 812 
Fire pipe applications ; er Se 
eC 
marmemenmiisissied . .  . . . . Ili 
Repair deposits received. . . . .  . 115 
Mieeneeenorits.- . ww DG 


APPROPRIATIONS, EXPENDITURES, AND REVENUE. 


Budget appropriation, 1955....... $2,825,437 68 
Amount expended............... 2,572,383 47 
Unexpended balance..................... $253,054 21 
Amount of money collected from all sources during the year 
ee $6,237,141 79 
Amount expended from all sources..................00005 6,179,224 51 
SNR es 6 gs te eet eeeees $57,917 28 


The metropolitan assessment for 1955 amounted to 
$3,222,387.52 at the rate of $80.00 per million gallons, an 
increase of $91,522.32 over the assessment of 1954, based 
on the $80.00 per million gallon rate. 


Total amount billed for 1955 ; . $6,198,424 41 
Total a collected for 1955 bills, as of December 31, 
1955 : $4, 885,408 26 


Total amount abated for 1955 bills, as of December 31, 1955 $27, 139 87 
Total amount collected in 1955 on bills rendered prior to 1955 $879,065 80 


By chapter 487, Acts of 1954, entitled ‘“‘“An Act Relative 
to Liens for Water Rates and Charges,” effective January 
1, 1955, the law was changed so that liens for water rates 
take effect by operation of law without the necessity of 
recording a lien statement at the Registry of Deeds. 

The issuance of statements of outstanding water bills 
to the consumers at the end of the year has been con- 
tinued as a courtesy to the customer. 


Respectfully submitted, 


Daniet M. SULLIVAN, 
Division Engineer. 
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Cash balance from 1954 
Receipts 
Water rates and services 
Tax titles, water 


Expenditures from Revenue 
Pensions and annuities 
Water Division 
Refund 
Metropolitan water assessment 


Collecting Water and Automotive 
$130,000 + $43,543 ‘ : 


Expenditure for debt 
Boston water debt 
Interest ‘ 


Carried forward 


Surplus . 


1955 


Water Service, 1955 


$6,211,110 04 


26,031 75 


$196,603 00 
2,572,383 47 

704 40 
3,222,387 52 


$5,992,078 39 
173,543 00 


$6,165,621 39 


$12,000 00 
300 00 


$12,300 00 


Summary of Water Division 
Collections and Expenditures 


Total Amount Collected 
Expenditures 
Current expenses (budget) 
Pensions and annuities 
Collecting water 
Automotive 
Water debt 
Interest ” 
Refunded water ‘rates 


M.D.C. assessment 
Less cash forwarded 1954 to 1955 


Plus cash forwarded 1955 to 1956 


Surplus). +s 


$2,572,383 47 
196,603 00 
130,000 00 
43,543 00 
12,000 00 
300 00 

704 40 


$2,955,533. 87 
3,222 387 52 


$6,177,921 39 
157,971 37 


$6,019,950 02 


159,274 49 
$6,179,224 51 


$157,971 37 


6,237,141 79 
$6,395,113 16 


6,165,621 39 
$229,491 77 


12,300 00 


$217,191 77 
159,274 49 


$57,917 28 


$6,237,141 79 


6,179,224 51 
$57,917 28 
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Water Division, 1955 
Construction Account 
Extension of mains (from revenue) 
Cost of construction Dec. 31, 1955 $25,132,375 54 
Cost of construction Dec. 31, 1954 24,916,068 00 


Increase in plant cost during 1955 


Cost of existing works Dec. 31, 1955 


Pipe yards and buildings , Cage $84,332 16 
Distribution system : ; ; 25,132,375 54 
Hyde Park water works . : i 175,000 00 


87 


$216,307 54 


$25,391,707 70 


High pressure 


2,448,340 64 


$27,840,048 34 


WATER STATISTICS FOR THE FiscaL YEAR ENDING 


DEcEMBER 31, 1955. 
Mains. 


Kind of pipe: cast iron, wrought iron, steel. 
Size, 2-inch to 48-inch. 

Extended miles, 4.36. 

Size enlarged miles, 0.91. 

Total miles now in use, 1,026.428. 

Public hydrants added, 20. 

Public hydrants now in use, 11,640. 

Stop gates added, 51. 

Stop gates now in use, 27,887. 

Number of blowoffs, 862. 

Range of pressure on mains, 30 to 90 pounds. 


Services. 
Kind of pipe and size: 
2 inch to 2 inches in diameter of lead or copper. 
4 inches and 6 inches in diameter of cast iron. 
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Pusriic Works DEPARTMENT. 


TABLE NO. 


Il. 


Total Number of Hydrants in System, December 31, 1955. 


HyYDRANTS. 


Public, December 31, 1954...... 
Private, December 31, 1954..... 


Established during 1955 
Abandoned during 1955 


& 4.6 Ole bee o. 


ake e ein @ Be 6 


Total, public, December 31, 1955} 453 


Total, private, December 31,1955} 33 


Pp : Z 
S| s| & 
a| a | 6 
247) 2,140) 2,122 
5 29 126 
0 0 17 
6 30 65 
241; 2,110} 2,074 
5 29 126 


Total hydrants in service, 1954. 
Total hydrants established during 1955 
Total hydrants abandoned during 1955 
Total hydrants added during 1955. 
Total hydrants in service December 31, 1955 
High pressure fire hydrants in service, 1955 


Total hydrants (all kinds) in service December 21, 1955. 


Batchelder and 
Finneran Post. 
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89 
+ 
pe s a 
es | as] 818 | 4 
Borer Sin ls | S 
Ay q Ry m jen Ay 
3 a el) Flag | & x 
Sreaiaials|a| zs 
SB hal 2 s BS = ° 
aeOlAita fA la te 
4 6}. 91| 7/ 11,620 
13] 56}. 4} 111 394 
fo a SAR ie ba 171 
md, pe 5G IAL (Sa hod bial Sas 14 
4 5 91} 7} 11,640 
13] 56). 4) 111 394 
12,014 
171 
151 
a 20 
12,034 
503 
12,537 
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TABLE NO. VI. 
Total Number of Hydrants in System, December 31, 1955. 
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Table No. 1. Statement of Work Done During the Year 1955. 











ae} 
= a =| 
5 METERS = ee oe 
; 3S CHANGED _ 3.2 Be : 
MAKE. 3 = F a6 | 85 2 a 3 : 
= 8 So |'33 | 83] % & a 
Se 12 lou | in, | Bel Pete eed ss |S 
< a MS te Pe ae fe 2 ee 5 a 
Hersey v3 cfs 2. oe. te be = hrem 804 | 1,403 | 3,794 | 5,494 | 9,288 446 | 1,658 747 119 | 23,753 
Watch dog.: $c20.8-o%.-5 o- 41 204 11,573 265 | 1,838 98 279 Pip 989 5,309 
Rinec, cba & ieee bat veh eee 10 jy en heer Line ele ere eee 47 399 
Worthington}... otes sacs el sbesier 40 184. és 184 LD leatanee (eee. sts 100 509 
AMOPICAD shee Ete ol ekeimie lotta ea 3 10).1 53 eee YO.) Fee LN oe lee ere 3 26 
Wederal ce oe oak eee lbs and 5 13 te eee 133) Sco 2b ee eee eee: 5 36 
Sparling: <<ae.s es hee a eb | El ed PP Ee i ica lone ool oo dope edie?’ 1 
Nashis acsice cee fonts era lepeme se 2 3 il aetna Sb bbeesase- ake itceaeiite eemttcs bee i} 9 
VATCHIC sbi cote cid ot Oils etoit 7 3 9 8 17 3 Dy hairs tele toe ce « 64 
Tridenthorccaue et oo ck acleisces 1 SR Sitges wes aes Selaleracicacs 3 10 
Lambert... eeee oe ice ol dee ce huawcs-s 2 Islan Ye ts he aut Ay (o's etl 1 
ILM pire f.. ote eerie ote ete tea ss gies eurers 1a Pe Se ee eue ela titans Onl ctavetaiemert pie:ifa'ce, 3 
Crown sans ocaes ee eter ce tae wes 1 401 cee rR Pe Sere Vee Re ae 3 12 
Keystone... ih. ic tec cle cc]ee cc ess ccs |e cic oe 0 fe ove com's ot eimai 3) areletat alee | att erat mmiara ie ate Sane Mevere tee ar 
Pitti). sabrclemusersie » ocks oie S<\[sus.s due Laces o.0 el] cious Spe |e he rata ellen DS eee lars aiets 1 
Connection pieces......... 2 Wl I es Sie oe wl esonee 7 
—_ | | | | | | | | | | 


Totalacsiiiie chee snes | 855 11,677 | 5,767 | 5,767 |11,534 | 548 |1,955 | 769 |1,271 | 30,143 


en eee antlers tunenean as un annnnsn eee tg ee ae T 
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Table No. 2. Meters in Service, December 31, 1955. 
DIAMETER IN INCHES. 
MAKE. Total. 

% 34 1 | 16 2 [3 «|| s|10] 12 
TLOTAG Yb Gi Goi ER o's 8s 69,458] 5,152] 2,441) 1,359 955| 343] 407] 126; 39) 19} 10} 80,309 
Wateh Dog. ..i.4....5.. 9,411 316 467 731 TG eM CO ee aad clerose be scete tle etepe 11,647 
LC ee Se Seat eee wee 591 Z. 5 11 aa eens Vedebsres| eis tl eee ct ait: bet tee 617 
Worthington=.......... 1,409 6 2 6 5 a eecvoealleestecn ice ten Tete amcbeamtene 1,430 
AMGriCnN Ss fase. eee 52 Shove ORE See ee iW oad bey k ag Reco Rhimeerd Kehoe 56 
Wederal ete ctr et To aes Greeed IORISICR] Eee J 5 Ee reel cee Peed Cae 61 
SEPOWE 8 tthe ids, | ene eo icih i oie ] 2 3 4 4 LN rebety Meee bine 15 
hana oe ee ee ee 9 Bete ees Vales «00 1 Bikes. tected fave con [esha hee oo 12 
MiMYODEDE tsi. chat Nets ee oe LS ode al Pn tets 1 aed io Wee oes a ee 6 
PR MOEIG to teen aid cle line's 6 ode Pade Site 5H res hei 16 17} 19 8 A heal eer, oe eye 63 
BETAMONG! cia cohen chee ate ck as hee, ae Die airerd laceo aah 26 Dh eeeee Lemeteleitic ache Uerecate 33 
TS ae ee a 21 R Ss. ek ae Ree aS oe Lio ae [eettel vers Lioths lees 4 
TNS PA ie eee iy: age rhe Lienert [Geren ge barsentel erste tate Materets Pots ak fo tee 4 
CLTEDATENY te a ay Sells 25 Qe 8 a Sl nM es el bce OM Pa ad Maal. 28 hae } 
Becta oc geclecescsslencacclvcesfcces 4 Ligseete cee 5 
PP ORAL eG cre webct d ois is 80,999| 5,487) 2,920) 2,127] 1,402} 632} 499} 133} 40} 19} 10} 94,268 

DIAMETER IN INCHES. 
MAKE. Total. 

nw | x 1 | 6 2 | 3 4} os | No 

Size 
oa ee 1,676} 22) 42 Sees aoe lp | Bp coh ee. 1,782 
OES AS St OD Ca aes ae 27 Z 19 76 162 60 23 Y feck ee 13 389 
eager 1,703 24 61 85 186 63 24 10 2 13 2,171 
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Table No. 3. Meters in Shop, December 31, 1955. 


. 


DIAMETER IN INCHES. 
































MAKE. Total. 
5% x|1|as| 2 |s sfels| 2 

NEw 
Hersey Disct i }004 veeee deine ee eee OSON Toe dene cloy wee lee Si eeee | eee eats Wee. te .| 688. 
Hersey’ Ha Gach ce Sek hele ce ted tae all crea a| oe ete if CA ep oe 2! yes reed OP ge ne oe 
Hersey Detector. oo aie eco es Elia cc ve | oiete offices ofa y clere | s eiptehs fletereten eaemeee | amare amet 1 1 
Watth: Dori Leash cele ecw ce ae bitweace leew ade eo of clbic ces comets Uotent itetcieten titittl Mater nMMMEtat, Circ tote’ tete 

Total®c cvtecs chee eae aerate OSC al occ al.cercecl sears 1 7 1 it 690 
OLD 
Hersey “DisGis. e500 oh bin ee oe 350") 4150 |" S07 See 2 5 67] Sadie [ate es 543 
Herney Detector us ules e\g cls obese fein ole ge | on 0p af» ei | ote eee 5 6 6 | 1 (107) 18 
Watel Dog ce AA acters Saree ah 71 (ae meets 3 2. 18 
ALOUOL TREE ss ER een eee cee a aletanl ste 's aL somes PB eS ered heer urs 1 Wee bee bel ik age hl eRe 3 
LOUALS Cee oo cites Pee ae 350 |. 150 |} 30 9 6 | 10} 14 6 6 | 1 (107) 582 
Table No. 4. Meters Repaired in Shop in 1955. 
DIAMETER IN INCHES. 
MAKE. Total. 
54 84 1 | 1% 2 3 4 | 6 | 8 12 

Hersey Diget iss). Mi tietee tabs 1,208 | 101 |'52'|' 104 |' 83 |\*4 ) 1,651 
Hersey HACe Tit sackow ao da areeitats wipeisdersieren| Gore sl ote ee eit cere 2 She seekatlieerede Leieteatetene res 4 
Hersey Detector. soos tie csccds ccclcccesalececclsccclsode «| ites de fe orie tatenate | ciate atta ===. os 
Wvatch Doe... .--s.cchok «cece 108 19° 1825 53 A6 | 23 5 le cntsdeeae lea ates ete 279 
Horney FtM.. occ}. 0 sightie's 0 chide ol sige d's Pike as] cate | + 05 2 Leite te 2} 1 (10”) 3 
Anotiosscntad sci las we eee eee hate 10 6 1 taeshdcees sts 17 
Pitt saosin APRA Ht hs HERO G cee tiie Cand trata Want ) OE PS PP eins ocias ounces u 


fp arr ry ran nee Ware, 1,406 | 120 | 77 | 168 | 135 | 29 | 16 | 1] 2 | 1 (10%) {1,955 
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Table No. 5. Meters Repaired and Rebuilt at Factory in 1955. 


DIAMETER IN INCHES. 






































MAKE. Total. 
56 34 1 
TERE ER. ors Bical oe is Gein eae SA ee 2,250 200. 50 2,500 
ee bs fora» bare oe [ic w bic'e cis cl ersosee a ite] c ole dies the 
AUIS Le ee Be ERA Caine oe oo 2,250 200 50 2,500 
Table No. 5A. Meters Purchased New in 1955. 
DIAMETER IN INCHES 
MAKE, Total. 
54 1% 2 3 | 4 6 | 8 
ECISCY, IDIBO EES citdl)f0 43.0 bp tleese cess. Z.OSieltaOete Owes ested s [ersten ore os 2,737 
RIESE Ch ie 8 AS a A Se eee (ee Dr 10 | 10 Liheats y 21 
ae ee a we lease pe lawebleccclasecc|s ce cfoacclecesfewsence’s 
fT le cclescclacsclececleceeceee 
PRED IO Ec clas sls acre ec as cee aes 2,687 | 30 | 20} 10} 10 1 2,758 
Table No. 6. Meters Reset in 1955. 
Dramerer IN INcHEs. 3 ad 
Make. = F § 3! Total 
’ . oO - 
% | «11 |i) 2] 8 Igrm 
POROUS ote issn 4s mien Walate is nl a/al die o. a'e oP a 687 | 39 | 11 6 As Wi tavoerd Mersrercts 747 
ES ae ae 19 1 1 1 Bot sere 22 





oe 
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Table No. 7A. Meters Changed in 1955. Meters Taken Out. 


DIAMETER IN INCHES. 

















MAKE. Total. 
a My he: od | 14] 2 | 3 | 4 | 6 | 8 

HGtaey 5.) snes can ese 3,326 | 167 | 94; 90; 71 | 30} 15 EicxeGs ae 3,794 
Watch Dog.......... 1,410 | 27.) 39.) 35 |. -40.|.17\| 9B teres eee 1,573 
BE eas a ere LOGE cere cr ea ae 1 be es i ee id igs et 171 
Worthington........ jhe RSS EY op, Glas. 1 Re Paes Fees) fg Lees 184 
American.......¢... 1D [oc sche wseals seston de > )aue Vim ee en es 10 
Pederal is ishs usa eee 1 peed Pres Pree Fae es Pe he ee 13 
Keystone ow os coc bs PU SoReal e e oo | Se le SCR arctan atte einer deere 
BPGUGIN itive Store eal vanes tegen 7 2 Fuvey fo noe bees bite eee a 9 
TT ridentarue eae i eed by ee eure eed Bers qi le elas 1 (10”) 3 
LAMDETGS, i's 2 sleoie Zhe vwasdsas vs ]ecsp 6s 5 ete eee ate ns 2 
DOr a Ae eee ae ) et Paes Pee Pe ee 1 
INGA FPF iaie's 4.49 be GR AR ie ree 2 |... cccleaep lease thea heeen eae 3 
GROWN. os cnas heh safe! Dt, ane baane > tonnes ee Lil ease sasodewse ane 4 

LOU). pcaken > ae 5 5,118 | 194 | 133 | 135 | 115 | 50 | 20] 1 | 1 (10) 5,767 


Table No. 7B. Meters Changed in 1955. Meters Put In. 





DIAMETER IN INCHES. 

















MAKE. Total. 

4 A 1 1% | 2 | 3 4 | 6 8 
Heraeyncene aes «6 can 4,829 | 355 | 106 | 103 | 64 | 16 | 19 1 {1 (12") | 5,494 
Watch Dog............ 100 27 Be 54 | 31 | 20 1 1s ay See eee 265 
Arotie ge bice ss i an lee eee 4 4 1. -.0.0'l sansa laren eee 8 





Total, ssp cscedeaue 4,929 | 382 | 138 | 161 | 99 | 36 | 20] 11]1(12") | 5,767 
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Table No. 8. Meters Repaired in Service in 1955. 




















4 o 
98 i $ e g i: 
Make. Fass BAS pe a 5 3 5 
32 a Se E e 
o4 |} 5 = eS a ty 
Bee ee |:.’S Pa 2 aie Heh 
sa| 8 2 5 2 3 o $ 
A nm 3s) Z, a is fe q 
1 
Hersey 84 203 59 21 21 DBMS Ae nate 446 
UE Og 2 SS ee ae 23 47 17 1 Z Be Set eats 98 
eg eT PEA sab cc le'd ec cre[ecccsclecwsclsccsvelascccslevcdec 
WY GFUNINMtOM icc nck ssc ic egek los te ss tt tee ae We, ere ean aie Sel fame Mae eee, 1 
SAYOUIDS pie bie datis dnc hess Sits 1 Diy eat FAG Ree ees fs be eae c totes sek 3 
eer aaa Ce ee cific cc fec c ests cccccfeescwcfecsescfsccccalesoces 
OLRM ed cei nos Bors 108 252 76 22 24 GOillemene 548 
Table No. 9. Meters Applied in 1955. 
DIAMETER IN INCHES. 
MAKE. Total. 
«]«]afosfe]efale|s 
Perseus aes. --..) GSS | 13.) 14 | 89 | 36 0 bal OoL ates terete 804 
(ran 5 1 detoesths ses 7 
CEO) NEO: 18 3 9] 10 ted Rec el a al Ue 41 
Stes eS |. sais [oxo nie |oeo |e ces] scwadcccisfaivafeses 1 1 
(oa) 0s Se (ed ee DP D2 bene les tes a Wee SA hee 2 
oe A ene WOSt| Lote la prot | Ae 8 | 12 OF ene 855 
Meters applied on old service................ 8 
Meters applied on new service............++. 845 
Connection pieces applied on new services.... 2 
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Table No. 10. Meters Discontinued in 1955. 
> 
DIAMETER IN INCHES. r nes 5 Sais aap 
MAKE. aS 3 % 
| BAS| ga | & 
&% | 3% | 1 11%] 2 | 3 | 4 | 6 | 8 |S 5. 1.° 
FLOTSCY <5 2 Ses oss See 1,215 | 91 | 60; 15 | 13 4 2 2/11 (10%) | 316 933 {154 
Wate Dog:... J... cae 107 | 4.4 40°}. 746 1'10 | Pld eee eee 51 128 | 25 
King 252% oe cs chs eines oe LO. [ors ills.s «of deters |e diet ace ae'|eenete | ceetenett mannan 1 9 
Worthington........... 36 1 1 2 1.4 cel dae eee 3 36 1 
AMe@roan ys .c5.5 ss see edn 2 rs PRs Pees Peep he be 1 1 1 
BIGHS scabs os ees is hae eee Ped We LE ae os eee 1 Ziie wes Boa ake ae 1 2 
Poederal iin. oss ci caknnee ‘a Sees Ges Mores Cs es es er a £ 1 
STOW! S55 cine, we bed clos ernalsews fens pAastcels so tLe By ens Pee retire ce 1 
APidenh. Orie, anv evict a Pte oe bev cke were dats BAe bo 1) |. eI Rise peeks ee eee 
Nash..3\5: 0.0 ser enteeee Ll ird eee] te we pO Py i ocd Pu voce aoc) Cearice: 2 
Connection Pieces...... | Rey Pees Ps Pee re 1 Ae ees 1 
Totaly aoe 1,441 | 96 | 71 | 22 | 20} 18 6 2 |} 1 (10%) | 378 | 1,116 |183 


Total 


1,403 
204 


- 
ak. a fe oo S&S & 
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Table No. Il. 





Reason for Meter Change in Year 1955. 
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Pe 2 d 
2 “4 ad B ; s 3 a 
MAKE. 2 = 8 EF E A E “ ; 
‘= a © g 2 3 cs a S 
Ae ele lele) eile) 4 ele) a 
eee os | Sis) Aa tet Ss tof] Ss 
a 6) n a wa ee) ee or | OS led) 1 me BH 
Orne Yeas eels cigs os 2,346 | 496 | 104 | 372 | 51 | 65 | 174 | 30 | 100 | 44 | 32] 3,814 
WV BiG IIOR e chisinicte » «sce 1,231 | 139 23 63 9 8 29 9 14 8 4 | 1,537 
Hingis oes ees 5 2 147 | 17 OS ee ee 1 187 
Worthington.......... 157 14 1 8 2 1 189 
AMOTIOAN, 6 is apn ony ts MME ters isc alas Gale aadelsccelseeaescselees « 6 
Foderal ois cosets: 40 MG fone le. elec wn tlre deloes sates «+ lente § 15 
RimMpiree: aca 8 acl Ee Na ei5.s' la os 4 [ica de | «0 2 ols otele |.c.e.e aa lieth ce |« gues 1 
Koystone dss recs os ce SN RCE Sarai rae ores ss, 0 fie 2%. oil s\speaie: dea elle dees led sche e 0: 0 
Arotigwi sath pdt Sunes 2 Lets ¢ tien Ol anezi Jones al pit | ome bo Lin ghals lace oe 9 
THAGRG as SRL CEOl. 25 <3 ee el Ceod Cod ee DalF ciputs « carta >» | du ate 2 
Lamberes. sit bashiisi.<s AN eel Boel Gren Gre Gone Cenre! Lee eee 1 
Nash#i case esa. ft OF ae Pe. Rete. . thes » Paeecetevs | ener 2 
CHOWHIAGS fades 55's'ee Waders Ae 2 £5 Stents ook DPB clesne stint tae 4 
LOCA towaee wary - ss 3,899 | 671 | 130 | 470 | 60 | 75 | 214 | 39 | 119 | 54 | 36 | 5,767 
Table No. 12. Meters Junked in 1955. 
DIAMETER IN INCHES. 
MaAkE. otal 
5% | 4%} 1 114] 2 | 3 | 4 | 6 
felsic CS G5. 40 0) O08 a ee i 94 3 3 +t 2/10 3 119 
WIR. eee wih. OTE (ray. AY Weltei i cictes Stee. 989 
a Oa PE ad Soy bors Hee td ee ol 47 
SS, Sore Pe tek Mats Meee Rahs «08 A ea eg We 100 
ROR G sg ta cleis ons cio b osc BD Peter ews hes ba Bai b ath vial « RSL Sts. oe 3 
i eg Ca ea a Dx) oan bla PEP eek bok Wels dea vals at 5 
CRITE ok rao. siiaiale ies as eats sie ss Dd babel (eli a oes ard RCH cacy (acc Poca 1 
a ee ne Pe hey teak ite as Pca ert ra ey bag 3 
TE. a d'vish so essen sap oe Ath oN Ae Ad Pd Bre 1 3 
OEE Pere Mie psec lars s abate’ ba chal us < siete 1d oe 1 
Ie fee MPR Tens ous ie dt efeea slut Walaa cule se¥leee oles wal Girne ss 
pub ae Ba RP 1,219 | 10} 14 4 5] 15 4 1,271 
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APPENDIX H. 


REPORT OF THE 
PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION. 


Boston, January 2, 1956. 
Hon. JoHN B. Hyngs, 
Mayor of Boston. 


Through the Commissioner of Public Works. 
Dear Mr. Mayor: 

In accordance with the provisions of section 24, chapter 
3 of the Revised City Ordinances of 1947, the following 
report of the Public Improvement Commission for the 
year ending December 31, 1955, is respectfully submitted. 

The Public Improvement Commission was established 
May 1, 1954, by the provisions of section 57, chapter 2 of 
the 1954 Ordinances. This commission, consisting of the 
Commissioner of Public Works, the Commissioner of 
Real Property, and the Chairman of the Boston Traffic 
Commission, was assigned all of the powers and duties 
of the former Board of Street Commissioners, except: 


(a) Those relating to the storage and sale of inflammables, 
filling stations, and parking lots which were trans- 
ferred to the Committee on Licenses in the Public 
Safety Commission; 

(b) Those relating to the planting and removal of trees 
in public ways, the use of public ways for any tempo- 
rary obstruction in, under, or over the same, the use of 
public ways for the storage and sale of merchandise, 
and the designating of coasting streets, which were 
transferred to the Commissioner of Public Works; and 

(c) Those relating to the abatement of taxes which were 
transferred to the Real Property Department. 


Functions of the Board of Street Commissioners trans- 
ferred to this commission include the authority to lay 
out, widen, relocate, alter, discontinue, or rename public 
highways, and to order the making of specific repairs 
therein; to order the construction of sanitary sewers and 
storm drains; to take land by eminent domain for munic- 
ipal purposes (except housing and off-street parking) ; 
to permit the opening of private ways for public travel; 
to levy assessments for street, sidewalk, and sewer better- 
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ments; and to issue permits for the location of wire- 
carrying poles, conduits, pipes, tracks, and similar uses 
of the public ways. 

The first meeting in 1955 was held on January 12. 
Present were Public Works Commissioner George G. 
Hyland, Chairman; Commissioner of Real Property Her- 
man Carp, Vice Chairman; Chairman of the Boston 
Traffic Commission William Arthur Reilly. Also present 
were James W. Haley, Chief Engineer; and Michael J. 
Corrao, Secretary; both of the Survey Division. 


STREET PROGRAM. 

During the period covered by this report, one hundred 
six (106) highway improvements, including the laying 
out of fifty-four (54) new highways and one (1) footway, 
the widening and relocation of seventeen (17) public 
ways, the making of specific repairs in thirty-four (34) ex- 
isting streets, were ordered by the Public Improvement 
Commission. 

_ Of particular interest in these groups are the following 
projects: 

Bunker Hill street, Charlestown district, from Chelsea 
street to Sullivan square, to be reconstructed with Chapter 90 
funds at an estimated cost of $120,000. Work will include 
the reduction of existing sidewalk widths and the installation 
of traffic islands at several intersections. 

Dock square, Boston Proper, completely redesigned and 
reconstructed to conform with the opening of the central 
artery ramps nearby, at an estimated cost of $26,786.80. 

Dorchester street, South Boston district, from Andrew 
square to Broadway, to be constructed with Chapter 90 funds 
at an estimated cost of $131,210 with the installation of a 
center divisional island and the reduction of sidewalk widths. 

Poplar street, West Roxbury district, and West street, Hyde 
Park district, widening and construction. This widening now 
provides a continuous 50-foot highway from Hyde Park 
avenue in Hyde Park to the junction of Poplar and Canter- 
bury streets. 


The following streets were ordered laid out as public 
ways during 1955: 

Ackley place, West Roxbury (formerly Jackson place), from 
Washington street approximately 215 feet northwesterly; 
length, 200 feet; estimated cost, $5,385; estimated benefit, 
$2,599.30. 

Arborcrest terrace, Dorchester, from Gladstone avenue to 
Ridgeview avenue; no construction; length, 394 feet. 
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Auriga Street Extension, Dorchester, from Garner road 
approximately 235 feet northerly; length, 235 feet; estimated 
cost, $6,509; estimated benefit, $3,006.71. 

Ayles road, Hyde Park, between Safford and Edwardson 
streets; length, 1,320 feet; estimated cost, $37,023; estimated 
benefit, $15,230.84. 

Bluefield terrace, Dorchester, between Ridgeview and 
Gladeside avenues; no construction; length, 524 feet. 

Briarcliff terrace, Dorchester, between Gladeside and Ridge- 
view avenues; no construction; length, 418 feet. 

Brownson terrace, West Roxbury, from Allandale street 
approximately 500 feet southerly and northwesterly; length, 
500 feet; estimated cost, $15,455; estimated benefit, $6,894.06. 

Brucewood street, West Roxbury, from Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Parkway to Rickerhill road; length, 608 feet; estimated 
cost, $18,100; estimated benefit, $8,561.71. s 

Brush Hill terrace, Hyde Park, from Dana avenue to 
Neponset avenue; length, 400 feet; estimated cost, $12,443; 
estimated benefit, $5,721.38. 

Cragmere terrace, Dorchester, between Gladeside avenue 
and Ridgeview avenue; no construction; length, 300 feet. 

Cricket Lane, West Roxbury, southwesterly and southeast- 
erly to Ledgewood road; length, 800 feet; estimated cost, 
$12,525; estimated benefit, $4,198.10. : 

Donwood terrace, Dorchester, between Gladeside avenue 
and Ridgeview avenue; no construction; length, 353 feet. 

EKatonia street, Brighton, from West Sorrento street approx- 
imately 180 feet southwesterly; length, 180 feet; estimated 
cost, $5,767; estimated benefit, $2,819.82. 

Edwardson street, Hyde Park, from Lewiston street to Ayles 
road; length, 200 feet; estimated cost, $5,789; estimated 
benefit, $2,181.47. 

Ellard road, Hyde Park (formerly Elliot street), from 
Wood avenue to Ayles road; length, 460 feet; estimated cost, 
$11,959; estimated benefit, $2,021.16. = 

Emmonsdale road, West Roxbury, from Howitt road to 
Martin street; length, 500 feet; estimated cost, $27,802; 
estimated benefit, $7,475.38. 

Fargo street, South Boston, from E street to Summer street; 
no construction; length, 466 feet. 

Frazer street, Hyde Park, from Wood avenue to Reddy 
avenue; length, 755 feet; estimated cost, $21,500; estimated 
benefit, $9,492.67. 

Garfield avenue, Hyde Park, from Faraday street to Cran- 
more road; length, 364 feet; no construction. 

Gladeside avenue, Dorchester, from River street approxi- 
mately 1,800 feet northerly and northeasterly; no construc- — 
tion; length, 1,790 feet. 


TaBLE SHowinc LENGTH AND AREA OF PAVING ON ACCEPTED STREETS, CORRECTED TO JANUARY 1, 1956. 
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LENGTH IN MILEs. ; AREA IN Square YARDS, 
eee i pt ls Rt a Ea Bi i a a 
j Plank : . Plank 
*Sheet yAsphalt | tGranite Wood . §Con- d Not *Sheet 7Asphalt tGranite Wood st : Not 
Aiphatt. | Genoreba, Block. Block. pate. Brick. AS ||Macadam.| Gravel. Graded: Totals. Asphalt. Gonorete: Bice Block. | p. on - Brick. | §Concrete.| ||Macadam. | Gravel. Grad ade Totals. 
= 3 e | 
Year 1954 Report...... 242.62 292.80 33.02 0.21 0.42 0.51 22.42 136.10 8.54 1.36 | 738.00 4,879,062 5,655,567 828,411 4,062 | 12,104 7,826 444,082 2,212,530 | 133,855 | 51,057 14,228,556 
Per CME ican oe Owes 32.88 39.67 4.47 | 0.03 .06 0.07 3.04 18.44 1.16 0.18 | 100.00 34,29 39.75 5.82 0.03 0.09 0.05 3.12 15.55 0.94 0.36 100.00 
January 1, 1956. 
Gity Proper... osc... 51.17 28.25 10.37 0.06 0.09 0.31 3.01 2.74 Oe Bais tee es 96.23 1,134,707 644,403 209,879 278 3,258 4,398 96,433 42,185 D5 G4 Wieraratatavenets 2,137,135 
Charlestown.......... 4.41 6.11 5.50 0.08 202) Dori cctesc 0.76 5.31 0.61 0.01 22.81 86,447 164,003 134,413 2,011 MROOS) | snrarates ats 13,897 73,582 13,999 41 489,491 
East Boston........... 2.98 21.07 SS (Res 0.02 0.02 1.39 9.14 0.19 0.04 38.39 64,443 487,171 2, OLE Ma) tetera 355 393 47,177 198,280 3,341 812 874,499 
South Boston......... 12.12 17.68 5.91 0.00 0.03 0.02 0.43 7.43 0.09 0.50 44.21 260,001 347,979 173,504 429 892 1,370 21,011 125,668 1,024 | 15,754 947,632 
ey Oa 43.12 32.76 Po BR ees Rerecncts 0.14 4.59 11.23 0.46 0.00 94.99 872,901 612,189 AG DUG toes esa ai katara are store 2,561 70,599 161,459 8,693 27 1,774,945 
West Roxbury......... 36.10 80.71 PRG Leelee O50 tase ote: 3.50 31.77 | 1.43 | 0.20 | 154.94 642,125 | 1,493,360 30,8761 seca OS3R|heant aes 48,578 509,524 | 21,197 | 8,536 | 2,755,179 
Dorchester...........- 55.87 76.74 0.53] 0.03{ 0.04] 0.01 [> 5.17 35.36 | 1.86| 0.02] 175.63 || 1,062,827] 1,417,090 19,926 338 985 145 | 83,213 545,812 | 40,217 | 1,737 | 3,172,290 
ee ee 21.13 31.47 cp Weetie LOS geese cris: 1.23 it Oil Mee 0826) as cee f 65.75 466,796 611,334 E201 | aeteete tie LORI [eee sonbe 30,443 179,304 | 4,163 50 | 1,320,612 
Hyde Park...........- 8.20 21.88 COO fda. 2se5 C0 at ie ees 0.64 15.81 | 3.64] 0.20] 50.40 145,243 428,395 45 lA wit. Abr Widnes 10,086 256,208 | 58,720| 4,506 | 903,645 
Se eae 235.10 | 316.67 30.15 | 0.17] 0.35} 0.50| 20.72| 129.95| 8.77] 0.97 | 743.35} 4,735,490 | 6,205,924 714,977 | 3,056 | 9,244 | 8,867 | 421,437 | 2,092,022 | 152,948 | 31,463 | 14,375,428 
Per Cent......... 31.63 42.60 4.05} 0.02| 0.05] 0.07] 2.79 17.48 | 1.18| 0.13 | 100.00 32.94 43.17 4.98 | 0.02] 0.07] 0.06 2.93 14.55 1.06 | 0.22] 100.00 























a) 





Tora, Pusuic STREETS 743.35 MILEs. 
Nore.— In the above table the city is subdivided substantially on the boundary lines between the districts as they existed when annexed to Boston. Territory annexed from Brookline included in City Proper. 


* Of this amount 0.09 mile or 810 square yards is Biturock. ‘ } Of this amount 68.20 miles or 1,321,689 square yards is bitulithic; and 2.60 miles 

t Of this amount 0.02 mile or 185 square yards is cobble; and 17.10 miles or 501,473 or 42,023 square yards is Topeka; and 0.06 mile or 920 square yards is Filbertine; and 
square yards is granite block paving on concrete base. at 0.11 mile or 1,533 square yards is Simasco; and 0.03 mile or 595 square yards is Carey 
Of this amount 0.06 mile or 405 square yards is Blome granitoid concrete block. Elastite Asphalt Plank; and 0.06 mile or 518 square yards is Johns-Manvyille Asphalt 

Of this amount 113.61 miles or 1,850,059 square yards is bituminous macadam. Plank; and 0.09 mile or 2,124 square yards is Asphalt Block; and 1.61 miles or 50,590 square 


yards is Tar Concrete. 


6.69 miles or 36,904 square yards public alleys included in this table; 2.84 miles or 88,035 square yards public streets in charge of Park Department included in this table; 9.80 miles or 323,852 s d 
raat public streets in charge of Commonwealth of Massachusetts included in this table. In addition to this table there are 2.38 miles or 11,566 square yards of accepted footways. A eshte 
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Granada Park, West Roxbury (formerly Byron court), from 
School street approximately 438 feet southwesterly; length, 
438 feet; estimated cost, $9,627; estimated benefit, $4,741.69. 

Hackensack road, West Roxbury, from south of Payson 
road to Hackensack Circle; length, 280 feet; estimated cost, 
$11,635; estimated benefit, $2,708.98. 

-_ Hampstead Lane, West Roxbury, from Hampstead road to 
another portion of Hampstead road; length, 470 feet; esti- 
mated cost, $5,697; estimated benefit, $4,087.30. 

Harrow street, Dorchester, from Humphreys street to Beck- 
with street; length, 321 feet; estimated cost, $8,559; estimated 
benefit, $4,272.56. 

Itasca street, Dorchester, from Almont street to Mattapan 
street; length, 450 feet; estimated cost, $13,400; estimated 
benefit, $6,966.40. 

Kenway terrace, Roxbury (formerly Hawthorne avenue), 
from Washington street approximately 175 feet southeasterly ; 
length, 175 feet; estimated cost, $3,884; estimated benefit, 
$1,916.78. 

Lamartine Street Extension, Roxbury, from Centre street 
to Heath street; no construction; length, 731 feet. 

Langford park, Roxbury (formerly Louise park), from 
Copeland street approximately 203 feet southeasterly; length, 
203 feet; estimated cost, $5,650; estimated benefit, $2,793. 

Laurie avenue, West Roxbury, from Gould street to Baker 
street; length, 1,084 feet; estimated cost, $30,710; estimated 
benefit, $15,573.37. 

Leahaven road, Dorchester, from River street to Meadow- 
bank avenue; no construction; length, 404 feet. 

Ledgebrook road, Dorchester, between River street and 
Meadowbank avenue; no construction; length, 506 feet. 

Lewiston street, Hyde Park, from Edwardson street to 
Frazer street; length, 305 feet; estimated cost, $8,911; esti- 
mated benefit, $3,982.25. 

Linvale terrace, Dorchester, between Mamelon Circle and 
Gladeside avenue; no construction; length, 420 feet. 

Mamelon Circle, Dorchester, from River street to another 
portion of River street; no construction; length, 835 feet. 

Maple Street Extension, West Roxbury (formerly part of 
Addington road), from Maple street to Corey street; length, 
690 feet; estimated cost, $15,518; estimated benefit, $3,410.88. 

Maple Street Footway, West Roxbury, from Maple street 
to Veterans of Foreign Wars Parkway; length, 110 feet, 
estimated benefit, none. 

Marion place, East Boston (formerly Eutaw place), from 
Marion street approximately 165 feet southwesterly; length, 
165 feet; estimated cost, $3,671; estimated benefit, $1,694.10. 

Maryknoll street, Dorchester, from Morton street to Man- 
chester street; length, 1,270 feet; estimated cost, $42,886; es- 
timated benefit, $14,039.59. 
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Maryknoll terrace, Dorchester, from Maryknoll street 
approximately 180 feet northerly; length, 181 feet; estimated 
cost, $5,893; estimated benefit, $3,146.85. 

Meadowbank avenue, Dorchester, from River street ap- 
proximately 950 feet southerly and westerly; no construction; 
length, 942 feet. 

Mildred Avenue Extension, Dorchester, approximately 150 
feet northwest of Norfolk street; length, 150 feet; estimated 
cost, $4,149; estimated benefit, $4,056. 

New Bedford street, Hyde Park, from Beacon street ap- 
proximately 550 feet southeasterly; length, 550 feet; estimated 
cost, $14,993; estimated benefit, $6,487.64. 

New England avenue, Dorchester, from Southern avenue 
to Norfolk street; length, 485 feet; estimated cost, $12,778; 
estimated benefit, $4,326.24. 

Newcroft Cirele, Dorchester, from River street to another 
portion of River street; no construction; length, 672 feet. 

Pomona avenue, West Roxbury, from Sanborn avenue to 
Chesbrough road; length, 230 feet; estimated cost, $7,249; 
estimated benefit, $1,537.60. 

Ridgeview avenue, Dorchester, from River street approxi- 
mately 1,350 feet northwesterly and northerly; no construc- 
tion; length, 1,310 feet. 

South Bay avenue, Roxbury, from Atkinson street to 
Moore street; length, 935 feet; estimated cost, $33,600; esti- 
mated benefit, $13,344.88. 

Southmere road, Dorchester, from River street to Ledge- 
brook road; no construction; length, 523 feet. 

Sparrow street, West Roxbury, from Maplewood street to 
Searle road; length, 300 feet; estimated cost, $19,042; esti- 
mated benefit, $6,617.75. 

Stonehill terrace, Hyde Park, from Stonehill road approxi- 
mately 140 feet easterly; length, 140 feet; estimated cost, 
$2,683; estimated benefit, $1,094.16. 

Tanglewood road, Dorchester (formerly Churchill place), 
from Washington street approximately 200 feet westerly; 
length, 186 feet; estimated cost, $4,335; estimated benefit, 
$2,075.08. 

Terminal Street Extension, Charlestown, approximately 
209 feet northeasterly from a point approximately 3,100 feet 
northeasterly of Medford street; length, 200 feet. 

West Sorrento street, Brighton, from Hopedale street to 
Katonia street; length, 215 feet; estimated cost, $6,713; esti- 
mated benefit, $1,645.62. 

Westville terrace, Dorchester, approximately 200 feet north- 
erly; length, 196 feet; estimated cost, $6,752.38; estimated 
benefit, $3,185.89. 


Pusuic Works DEPARTMENT. 109 


Wichita terrace, Dorchester (formerly Johnson place), from 
River street approximately 257 feet northerly; length, 257 
feet; estimated cost, $5,567; estimated benefit, $2,514.06. 


WIDENED OR RELOCATED. 


Albany street, Boston Proper, on the northerly side between 
Randolph and Union Park streets. 

Bradston street, Roxbury, at the easterly corner of South- 
ampton street. 

Brook Farm road, West Roxbury, between La Grange and 
Lyall streets, including revision of grade. 

Brookline avenue, Roxbury (without construction), between 
Park Drive and Riverway. 

Congress street, Boston Proper, at the southwesterly corner 
of Dock square. 

Cummins Highway, Dorchester, between Brockton street 
and New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad. 

Dorchester avenue, South Boston, at the northwesterly cor- 
ner of Southampton street. 

Fernwood road, West Roxbury, from Landseer street ap- 
proximately 180 feet southeasterly. 

- Hall street, West Roxbury, at the northerly corner of Call 
street. 

Hill Top street, Dorchester, at the northwesterly corner of 
Crockett avenue. 

Mt. Hope street, West Roxbury, at the southerly corner of 
Hyde Park avenue. 

Old Colony avenue, Dorchester, from a point approximately 
475 feet north of Mt. Vernon street, northerly approximately 
564 feet. 

- Poplar street, West Roxbury (without construction), from 

Beech street to the Hyde Park boundary line. 

South street, West Roxbury, at the intersection of Bussey 
street. 

Southampton street, Roxbury, at the easterly corner of 
Hampden street. 

West street, Hyde Park (without construction), from West 
Roxbury boundary line to Lodgehill road. 

Worcester square, Boston Proper, between Massachusetts 
and Harrison avenues. 


SPECIFIC REPAIRS. 


Albany street, Roxbury, between Massachusetts avenue and 
Hampden street, reduction in width of existing sidewalks, 
removal of three existing traffic islands, and installation of five 
new traffic divisional islands. 
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Beacon street, Boston Proper, installation of traffie divi- 
sional island at the southwesterly corner of Charlesgate East. 

Beacon street, Brighton, reduction in width of existing 
northwesterly sidewalk from Ayr road approximately 435 feet 
southwesterly. 

Beacon street, Roxbury, reduction in width of existing side- 
walk in northerly side from Commonwealth avenue approxi- 
mately 100 feet easterly. 

Boylston street, Boston Proper, increasing curb radius at 
northwesterly corner of Clarendon street. 

Brookline avenue, Roxbury, installation of traffic divisional 
island at intersection of Beacon street. 

Bunker Hill street, Charlestown, reduction in width of 
existing sidewalks at various locations and the installation of 
a traffic divisional island near intersection of Elm street. 

Bussey street and South street, West Roxbury, installation 
of three traffic divisional islands. 

Bussey street and Walter street, West Roxbury, installation 
of traffic divisional island. 

Cemetery road, West Roxbury, between Forest Hills street 
and Morton street, consisting of reduction in width of the 
existing sidewalks. 

Chelsea street, Charlestown, at the southwesterly, north- 
westerly, and southeasterly corners of Joiner street, increas- 
ing the curb radii. 

City square, Charlestown, at the northeasterly corner of 
Park street, consisting of increasing the existing curb radius. 

Commonwealth avenue, Boston Proper, reduction in width 
of existing sidewalk on the northerly side between Deerfield 
and Beacon street, and extension of existing divisional island 
into Beacon street. 

Commonwealth avenue, Brighton, between Harvard avenue 
and Thorndike street, construction of two crossovers in the 
southerly divisional island. 

Cummins Highway, Dorchester, between Harvard street and 
New York, New Haven & Hartford Railroad (Midland Divi- 
sion), installation of traffic divisional island and relocation 
of existing sidewalks at intersection of Greenfield road. 

Dock square, Boston Proper, reduction in width of existing 
sidewalks, alteration and relocation of existing traffic divi- 
sional island, installation of additional traffic divisional 
islands. 

Dorchester street, South Boston, between Dorchester avenue 
and East Broadway, reduction in width of existing sidewalks 
and the installation of traffic divisional islands. 

Everett square, Brighton, at the approaches to the Everett 
Street Bridge, relocation of the existing curb lines. 

Harrison avenue, Boston Proper, between Beach street and 
Kneeland street, reduction in width of westerly sidewalk. 
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Main street, Charlestown, at the southerly corner of Austin 
street, increasing the existing curb radius. 

Massachusetts avenue, Roxbury, at the intersection of 
Theodore A. Glynn Way, installation of traffic divisional 
island. 

Massachusetts avenue, Roxbury, at the intersection of 
Southampton street, reduction in width of existing sidewalk. 

Massachusetts avenue, Roxbury, at both corners of Maga- 
zine street, consisting of increasing the curb radii. 

Meridian street, East Boston, at the intersection of Marion 
street, installation of a traffic divisional island. 

Mildred avenue, Dorchester, reduction in width of south- 
easterly sidewalk. 

Morton street, West Roxbury, at the intersection of Forest 
Hills Circle, relocation of southerly curb. 

North street, Boston Proper, reduction in width of southerly 
sidewalk, and installation of a new traffic divisional island at 
the intersection of Dock square. 

_Northampton street, Roxbury, from Albany street approxi- 
mately 125 feet northwesterly, reduction in width of existing 
sidewalks. 

Southampton street, Roxbury, at the intersection of Massa- 
chusetts avenue, reduction in width of existing sidewalks, and 
installation of two traffic divisional islands. 

Southampton street, Roxbury, at the intersection of Theo- 
Ns A. Glynn Way, the installation of a traffic divisional 
island. ) 

Southampton street, Roxbury, between Massachusetts ave- 
nue and Albany street, reduction in width of existing side- 
walks, 

Summer street, South Boston, at the southeasterly corner 
of Melcher street, increasing the existing curb radius. 

Theodore A. Glynn Way, Roxbury, at the intersection of 
Newmarket square, the installation of a traffic divisional 
island. 

West Broadway, South Boston, at the northeasterly corner 
of Dorchester street, the reduction in width of the sidewalk 
at the southwesterly corner of Dorchester street. 


GRADES REVISED. 


Brook Farm road, West Roxbury, between La Grange and 
Lyall streets. 

Cheryl Lane, Hyde Park, from Stonehill road approximately 
375 feet westerly and northerly. 

Cricket Lane, West Roxbury, southwesterly and southeast- 
erly from Ledgewood road. 

Stonehill road, Hyde Park, 292 feet northwesterly of Alwin 
street approximately 273 feet northwesterly. 
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DISCONTINUED. | 
Beech street, West Roxbury, at the southwesterly corner 
of Granville street. 
Clyde street, East Boston, from Marginal street approxi- 
mately 450 feet southwesterly. 


HigHway EASEMENT. 
Westglow street, Dorchester, easterly end of Westglow 
street (for wall construction). 
Terminal street, Charlestown, southeasterly side from Med- 
ford street, 350 feet northeasterly (for wall construction). 


SEWER PROGRAM. 

During the year 1955 the construction of 3.07 miles of 
sanitary sewer, 4.93 miles of storm sewer, 214 catch basins, 
and 50 drop inlets were ordered at a total estimated cost 
of $1,012,970. 

Estimated benefit to private property for the construc- 
tion of the 3.07 miles of sanitary sewer amounted to 
$171,613.22. 

Sewerage works ordered were as follows: 
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7 > 3 
Srreer. i F A F 3 a 3 3 g 
ey 4a i3hs| & ag 
a Bee iio | a fa fa 
Boston Proper 
OE a ars Coane 1 1 $500 00 None 
BaGle Street jesse nis. 0 0% 1,271 | Se | ak SN ee de ane 52,000 00 None 
Peep atee ith “Shaye lar aes ye Ses SS 2 2 1,000 00 None 
Ee SS ne, Genre 1 1 500 00 None 
eS Ee Soe eee iF IG Aterne 1,000 00 None 
*Goneora place (Alley 511))..........].......... Liiessss 500 00 None 
i  E: 1 1 500 00 None 
PICARD TOM SENG ciel ls lists 0 2 ais-ahe lls vile eee eee 3 3 1,500 00 None 
i PSR ATI ARES 3, oe, DABS See ee ae, 2 2 1,000 00 None 
Brighton 
Weeemm | 9) a5] t88 (.222) 47" |, 2300 boy] $2459 97 
os Ee ee ne 1 1 350 00 None 
Duneklee street.......... 170 R258 1h Meo 2,500 00 None 
SS Ae AS ee 1 1 500 00 None 
CO a 1 1 350 00 None 
*Guest street............. 1,880 7 LUG peas hell edie, Same 19,500 00 }| $10,500 00 
West GOTrento Street. 2.2)... ccs ec elsccscccess Diane ta 1,000 00 None 
Charlestown 
Banker fai streets... scl... .s.00.- 300 Ad eae, peta 6,300 00 None 
BO eens) Senne 2 2 1,000 00 None 
MP Orminal HUPGCEs yc ,s...selsecesccces OZG ia ae eal teers eke 2,798 00 None 
DOr BUOChs sc. <s + oc clerccscccee LOD rer ate tee 2,576 00 Nowe 
oben UNO TS es a 2,651 PAD Wrenn 50,000 00 None 
Dorchester 
*Corman road (easement 
OU ne _ _ — — aaa _ 
PCCOPMOAN FOBG,....<es.s0e 230 PST Uae Bee Ukoats cai 3,420 00 $1,380 00 
*Constitution road........ 145 Phy BIE aaa ene 2,160 00 None 
*Constitution road........ 165 GOs a ecaisex yas 5,650 00 $870 00 
*Crossman street.......... 70 OOM gad. a8 fs sv oc 5,637 00 846 00 
EES ns acincy sc uecien sass bogs Ghoslava xs sficku en 5,785 00 None 
EOL esa o.oo A Lar akhe ee motel > he en ee oes ete e 1,200 00 None 
witescs street............. 310 BLT wath fia alert biatels 4,200 00 1,860 00 
DEUMEEORG SV occ ssc ctacledidvsscts 500 Ribeeaied 5,000 00 None 


* Easements taken 
+ Combine 
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Dorchester—Continued. 
*Jamestown terrace....... 145 142 | cveeseien eee $2,200 00 $870 00 
*Linvale terrace 
Private lkod;..3>scneb0tes dv eoe ote 250. |. «ciel «meee 5,425 00 None 
*Lorna road and 
Lena terrace........... 1,030 1,030 4. .s-«steeaaes 15,450 00 $6,180 00 
Manchester street........ 450 450. | ckaueha wees 5,175 00 2,700 00 
Niatyenoll Stremtiss «sos b sive coc bee clas a» aoe ED % 7 6,000 00 None 
DAAEYEDOU BUPOOGisR oo se pets dens c sb ls okey oe aad D lent uae 3,500 00 None 
MEF Od BV ONUG on eo uso [iis ne ola sen eo pes cee 1 1 300 00 None 
Mt. Vernon street, ......].0.0.ehe00 660 |. shweeteeaeer 5,200 00 None 
New England avenue 
(formerly Bernardstreet)|..........}eccccceees | td ican ee 500 00 None 
Old Colony @yenues:...5:]...soss00: 100 pO Pa dae 1,000 00 None 
*Prairie street............ GO |... 5 «20-9 > bane eee 800 00 $360 00 
*Richrow street........... 230 230 |; <5-0ehe eee ee 3,800 00 1,380 00 
‘Sunset lane, Jp sees’. ses 238 244 | ayes) anmeen 3,000 00 1,428 00 
Tanglewood road (for- 
merly Churchill place)..}.......... 185 a ES che = 3,200 00 None 
*Viking terrace........:.. 145 142-1)... 9. sine 2,160 00 $870 00 
*Violet street............. 275 254 Te Pre 3,600 00 1,650 00 
Westville terrace... ..5055). sees cgcbalceseccusae 1 lieder 500 00 None 
Wichita terrace (formerly 
Johnson: place) piece scts |] te we oe wile che ee wets 2 hia eee 1,000 00 None 
William T. Morrissey 
Boglevatd: ...-5565--% 5 OD Be eee Bede jon. mee 2,500 00 $870 00 
East Boston 
Marion court 
(formerly Eutaw place) |.........cJecsesscees Bal ne cate 900 00 None 
Hyde Park 
Avyles road Foes ee sh earl ok eas teen ers oi Sliema 4,000 00 None 
GALry ALTOCb. sc ac etic acd aiol sarsntereien ies 1,14035) 5 Seas teers AA 20,500 00 None 
Brush Hill Gerrace se. ceteasen eu cst nv dea saa se ee 1,700 00 None 
UDETU! LANE, a. wnscs aes elena vouaian (ne aeses ann eS Preys 500 00 None 
Child streetc, 555s cn cedsdaks cceeees 193i. te3slteeens 3,800 00 None 
Hastaont FOGG. cys 00's de fas sae ose tthe ens as.nace a Re 1,500 00 None 
E.dwardson ptreet. ....celesscssdssalsstesoaees Aiawaees 1,000 00 None 
Ellard road 
(formerly Elliot street) |..........|.. sauehe os a Ban 1,000 00 None 





* Kasements taken 


* Easements taken 


t Combine assessment of all five streets 
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Hyde Park—Continued. 

POMEL BUDO UMS PUREE cesT fk ote cleo |'s dnc cece Fake $1,000 00 None 
*Joan road... .eeseeee. 770 Bort earn 12,000 00) 
*Belnapiroad sykssuc eo. 325 60 Dele & 50,200 00 
*Dodge road....... 2.2 500 a0 ts et 8,600 00}|$$17,639 67 
*Leighton road........... 1,170 675 Tubs 18,500 00; 
tPerry COUPE edge cles ae 175 165 a kl ite, A 2,700 00 j 

Nera ene eWbgo)s 0 LA & Sa SS a | rok Verano 3,500 00 None 

Mie As VOU SUP RGIMMEIE 5, Gay, oc eieis oil's elsiccs soe a aca 8 1,000 00 None 
*Marston street and 

PITVALOUNTC Se cc cy oe ls oe es os TL t00 Tees se Loe ee 51,000 00 None 
*Providence street and 
og De cE sk a ae MOLD. 1. 6 ee hace hep 91,000 00 None 
*Sherrin street..... pe ea Fae 245 DAS Tie ee te eae 3,430 00 $1,469 97 
see A ae Ae eee Vaer a 800 00 None 
*Stony Brook, Beaver 
street, and private land |.......... HBOG ee iets Lane sore 346,000 00 None 
Private land existing 
DUBEMIONU See este ete 's sa abe aes DSO Te Re ce a ee el tera ov deus es 
PAUIBTITUBEIBOD hele a ciok | acts <isyesee DOSS alccse, tsar tatoo eee 
Leek jiy batch oe Ae, 2 GOT ere ae See ce oe tote sees 
refigslyi hc ttt ee aan a (ih a PLOW aS atc ol ee eee ke es LS ie eee 
Mee OROMITORUC. 40sec celiz.cccsess SED seine le oe awe lise rts oe ste ore 
*Summer street........... 554 791 Ae ee cae 12,200 00 $2,299 65 

Es Fe re 10 10 1,800 00 None 
*Woodland road.......... 205 PAN Na oe eal ee 5,480 00 $1,230 00 
*Woodland road.......... PE, ae SRE cee a ee eon 2,800 00 1,320 00 

Roxbury 

UT RS oS es 2, 2 1,000 00 None 

TINT BEPCGU Sc eo ces .ces oe eT AD IB ae eg nee ee OM | ae ee 2,600 00 $750 00 

Langford park (formerly 

RI ct. Loc aca ccs|iwese cscs ahs eee 500 00 None 

Massachusetts avenue....|..........|..-0secee. 1 1 200 00 None 

Diaseachuectis avenue....|.........c]eocecccves 1 1 500 00 None 

MUOPTMMIMIS RETOOL... occ 1..cc se cccelecseccecss Zz 2 1,000 00 None 

mecent Street............ TAQ ae are ears steteceto cilis, capiesahe 3,364 00 None 

CODA OS ee) a 4 2,100 00 None 

REIEIISEOOTUELTCOUL oo. o)cnc asec cleclesecses Ocak 6 3,000 00 None 

PMIRTIMITITON BLLOCE. «oie ola sacs caicelccccce oeac 1 1 500 00 None 

South Boston 
ETO <7 N.S,  hehas ote | 22 eters oo 1 1 500 00 None 
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33 ae B 
ao “Sra g 2 o 
STREET. > F A E 3 2 3 3 z 
3.8 o.4 a Fi 5 5 = 
gd oo || Sei ¢ 2a 
73) 7) 6) Q <3) ie) 
West Roxbury 
Pe AGkICYy placGit. ase es cldeNeN + 6 iclerda ae 195 LBA Beg soy: | $1,600 00 None 
*Banks street............. 125 125. 1.5 Vee tos ae 1,000 00 $750 00 
Brucew00G FOGG. .66.csesdads es pates 25 oe Pere 2,250 00 None 
Canterbury street.s. . os ch iisn sence es Wy fy ee at Bonin” 1,800 00 None 
Canterbury street........ ZOO | 55% co..00.0 aa cae eee oo 8,000 00 None 
Gemetery, TOM settee: amlcqucatvie «+ [seeu 0047 ae 5 5 1,000 00 None 
FUGING FOR... kiess <<5 oe 220 220 |. iamenloaenrge 3,000 00 $1,320 00 
TCULLED LOAM are wieecdic sae Ee 180 180.1. boaae Leena 2,500 00 1,080 00 
WE sAVIG. TOR cn vee e estes sss 380 380 al danas 9,950 00 4,020 00 
(Mossbank Footway)... 290 290 |. 5 sda beeteuns | oreiarcressteing eras 
DeStefano road.......... 550 20 |. sen duleaweae 6,000 00 2,100 60 
Driltwoodiroad.s35..<06 elses: oun es [aae es ouwee 2 1 900 00 None 
Himmonsdale FOR sakes ni) <0 ena bana n bs ces cee Dla seaes 2,500 00 None 
Forest Hills street........ 345 |. + 00s seein eee eee 4,300 00 None 
Granada park (formerly 
Byron court} uc cits ileeanss ys calaaeee aes Ud Pte es 400 00 None 
Fig il Street... waasaccdas ti cunss ts pea) k a ees ae 1 2 350 00 None 
*Hazelmere road.......... 220 170 epee! 3,100 00 | $1,320 00 
La Grange street......... 635]. tpiascaanleteewel eee 8,500 00 3,809 96 
DQUTIO MA VENUG. GaAs cous hs lommecat > oars Le emits wae tie 10° |. enres 6,000 00 None 
PLilite (Way tah teton veces 100 85 1.5 Ou ewe 1,750 00 $600 00 
Mossdale toads csv 's.08. £4) 00 san ew'sthc] Oo eae we 8 Levees 3,900 00 None 
Merviam etrpetGns £005 piven bees «bo beastie see 4.1. See 2,000 00 None 
*New Haven street........J.ceecceces 230) |: titel eee 3,000 00 None 
Pelton street..........+5- GO pobi asd oko |e bauiee fee 600 00 $360 00 
*Rocky Nook terrace...... 240 240 6M Prt ees ci 4,800 00 1,440 00 
Bartow streets ic: 27 e ee blac ke heel cai pee eke 5 lis oaee 2,500 00 None 
Washington street........ 150 150 | 6.5% «lone 2,760 00 $900 00 
*Wedgemere road......... 80 50 Loveasals wae 1,400 00 480 00 


* Easements taken 
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EMINENT DOMAIN LAND TAKINGs. 


During the period of this report land takings were 
made for municipal purposes as follows: 


Public Works Department. 

1. The taking of approximately seventy and 87/100 
(70.87) acres of land near Gardner street, West Roxbury 
district, under an order of this commission and Mayor 
dated December 30, 1954, and recorded in the Registry 
of Deeds on January 27, 1955. This taking included ap- 
proximately fifty-seven and 97/100 (57.97) acres of land 
previously taken by the former Board of Street Commis- 
sioners on April 30, 1954, under chapter 80A of the Gen- 
eral Laws from the Town of Brookline. The Public 
Improvement Commission abandoned this order on June 
27, 1955. 

2. The taking of approximately ninety-four thousand 
one hundred one (94,101) square feet of land in South 
Bay avenue, Roxbury district, under an order of this 
Commission and Mayor dated January 20, 1955, and re- 
corded in the Registry of Deeds on February 1, 1955. 

3. The taking of approximately four hundred seventy- 
five thousand four hundred sixty-one (475,461) square 
feet of land near Hallet street, Dorchester district, under 
an order of this commission and Mayor dated February 
25, 1955, and recorded in the Registry of Deeds on March 
8, 1955. 

4. The taking of approximately thirty thousand seven 
hundred eleven (30,711) square feet of land in South Bay 
avenue, Roxbury district, under an order of this commis- 
sion and Mayor dated November 4, 1955, and recorded in 
the Registry of Deeds on November 18, 1955. 


Department of School Buildings. 

1. The taking of approximately nine thousand twenty- 
seven (9,027) square feet of land in Mt. Vernon street, 
Dorchester district, under an order of this commission 
and Mayor dated April 28, 1955, and recorded in the 
Registry of Deeds on May 4, 1955. 

2. The taking of approximately six thousand four 
hundred ninety-four (6,494) square feet of land near Au- 
burn street and Oakburn avenue, Roxbury district, under 
an order of this commission and Mayor dated June 2, 
1955, and recorded in the Registry of Deeds on June 8, 
1955. 
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3. The taking of approximately seventy-six thousand 
six hundred seventy-three (76,673) square feet of land 
near Montmorenci and Faywood avenues and Tower 
street, East Boston district, under an order of this com- 
mission and Mayor dated June 10, 1955, and recorded in 
the Registry of Deeds on June 21, 1955. 

4. The taking of approximately four thousand sixty 
(4,060) square feet of land situated on Montmorenci 
avenue, East Boston district, under an order of this com- 
mission and Mayor dated November 10, 1955, and re- 
corded in the Registry of Deeds on November 15, 1955. 


ASSESSMENTS. 

During the year 1955 the Highway Division of the 
Public Works Department sent notice of completion of 
forty-six (46) streets at a total cost of $589,807.93. Most 
of these streets were previously ordered constructed by the 
former Board of Street Commissioners. On this work 
the Public Improvement Commission voted assessments 
in the amount of $220,984.52. 

During the same period the Sewer Division of the Pub- 
lic Works Department reported the completion of con- 
struction of sanitary sewerage in forty-four (44) streets 
at a cost of $198,114.28, on which this commission levied 
assessments in the amount of $99,329.43. 

The completion of new sidewalks in five (5) streets at 
a cost of $52,802.56, authorized by the City Council, was 
also reported by the Highway Division. On these this 
commission levied assessments totaling $24,878.80. 


Street Assessments — 





STREET. District. | Cost. | Assessment, 
Abby road (formerly Waverly place) | Brighton $7,826 04 | $3,096 78 
Ailerton'streetinnt pin eiies a ee ee Roxbury 23,034 13 7,373 12 
Alward irond se ae. ohh We leat, hee West Roxbury 14,072 90 4,328 66 
ANGOVED TO fase sete emis eee West Roxbury 7,713 W3 2,423 30 
Ansonia road Afi.) ee eee .eeree se West Roxbury 15,5120238 ' 6,996 90 
Ballin piacdss re cearidcn cn eee West Roxbury 5,130 27 1,834 68 
Bateman Street extension........... Hyde Park 10,973 23 3,855 25 
Billings street.....000..0.0eseeeeues West Roxbury 20,847 80 7,694 82 
Bowditch Road extension........... West Roxbury 13,020 47 3,823 70 


Carried fompard voc tdedistic dbb's ce leith Geta ks tah ta letas ohleeite tee $41,427 21 
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Street Assessments.—Concluded. 
STREET. District. | Cost. Assessment, 
Warne APNT Meee oc Gi'c classes cca ce eeelsioveeesscececege $41,427 2) 
BUORAGAN TOAD! 6... 55s. ccc e ones. West Roxbury $42,944 29 | 11,719 61 
RPOUTOTOOULE octra scinn ce sick Waa eee s Dorchester 2,975 O01 1,176 38 
Cerina road (formerly Cedar avenue) | West Roxbury 8,587 76 3,812 48 
GHORtUUBGUETBGS cet cctsd caneeee ss West Roxbury 13,132 78 4,908 75 
KOGLOY UEITACOP en sche ele vee bee ae West Roxbury 8,397 97 3,938 64 
ROTIGKEL Laas Micke eck es bbc ee West Roxbury 10,075 33 4,198 10 
STICEGURUIAND eas cee as sevice oe oes o's West Roxbury 27,465 59 11,821 20 
NJANATPIGCORS Coa ihce.ce eed sedi pees Roxbury 1,801 89 681 50 
TPREOTORE RMEOQUER coc .cce cisikaferd <eis.5 s.o.0 West Roxbury 33,964 70 14,530 68 
TORI Ora A UECEU habe ic creitissree.> sinle’s,d cee West Roxbury 5,819 09 1,638 00 
Fernwood road....... oS See West Roxbury 5,745 19 2,299 56 
KSTARBSIMCLOITOAG Sc chicg cus sas bcs gees s Hyde Park 19,276 10 7,979 75 
TIRUTOIURUOCES wuisiciias sleek oe cass Hyde Park 32,732 99 14,847 28 
RIBPUOER COUTRU ry cee cess ee bees Dorchester 3,582 95 1,766 81 
MI REROMENBLTCOUL ee acces oes bb ses West Roxbury 17,187 97 7,235 44. 
HIGmlOoe TORU eee csc cdcs's cess se West Roxbury 23,090 56 10,204 17 
ps |g eer West Roxbury 20,365 44 4,925 50 
Pb ATER UETATE. REN as West Roxbury 7,525 38 3,601 38 
MOGI TORU esi ccc tec e cece West Roxbury 9,614 19 3,098 14 
TBAREWOOUMGAUS Go sc cis sw cc cc cceess West Roxbury 14,905 73 5,346 12 
PT AOMDIMEIG SULCOUes os bcs 2 2 ens vos Hyde Park 13,994 34 6,934 53 
UT a rae West Roxbury 14,033 37 2,628 08 
A oe West Roxbury 8,224 09 3,939 70 
Parklawn Road extension........... West Roxbury 3,835 19 1,324 56 
Pickering avenue.....:.............| Roxbury 5,583 75 2,622 46 
VIET TOO s oo cfiins G14 We os ss 00g o's 30 Roxbury 11,394 12 3,205 60 
RIOIITORG gels d oa sisve%s se eve seas West Roxbury 5,809 29 2,104 05 
BEPERIUTITEG IE OAC os oibie aides <0 2 pee 2 6s West Roxbury 9,818 76 4,372 54 
Smmemeney NO, LOO]... .5.....5.6.. Roxbury 2,169 61 1,647 60 
EIIORLL 5. 5 4 4% Fididrelaie sooo 5 0 oa\e West Roxbury 7,256 38 3,518 00 
Quinn Way (formerly Garrett street) | West Roxbury 10,254 34 3,294 36 
SY, SS ee Brighton 11,335 15 1,923 56 
MISA 0c ars Siti galareie «) winieia's » Sate West Roxbury 19,116 44 7,712 70 
SETMEMINTSAT EC. s.gi axe seuss teaia's, Pikes er.8 Dorchester 5,144 05 2,114 48 
SOW OOG TORU 4 ps<saavie vnisae © oe ys West Roxbury 8,266 36 2,074 67 
Peete BCRORG 4 6s 6.404 e Hold 'n 00 0 6 diwreie West Roxbury 22,173 78 8,216 55 
Maa REV Gt ef sess cies owe ae oa Se West Roxbury 4,078 20 2,194 38 
phon OY A AAR eS nr eer] Ok Pak Ce $589,807 93 $220,984 52 
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Sewer Assessments 


STREET. District. | Cost. | Assessment, 

Atwill road and private land......... West Roxbury $5,876 84 $3,960 00 
Banksistrect fois cor Gast es eke West Roxbury 1,634 00 720 00 
Bellevue Hill roadie as esa pean fs 0s West Roxbury 2,948 49 1,000 00 
Brownson terrace..............+.-- West Roxbury 4,967 78 2,250 00 
Brucewood street............-0008. West Roxbury 4,241 52 2,468 56 
eee cee te ee Tae Rr Ee gee ae West Roxbury 2,187 00 990 00 
Clarendon avenue..............+-%- West Roxbury 1,862 00 550 00 
Gutter road : oe eee oa ss ae West Roxbury 530-10 864 00 
Wantelicourtits sec oes pees ae eee Hyde Park 1,717 00 1,188 65 
Danny POR ere oy atts eens Sie sis Hyde Park 1,257 60 400 00 
Dellitarracd? oho eek eee te bes er Hyde Park 2,061 00 1,230 09 
Derry road (formerly Reddy avenue) | Hyde Park 6,607 00 3,870 00 
DeStefano road and private land....| West Roxbury 4,859 00 2,100 00 
DiBbS POGOe kt dad vceenass 4 tts Hyde Park 10,236 70 4,991 33 
Doadee: roads teers ainielecides ete cone Hyde Park 4,000 00 1,500 00 
Driftwoodsroadiacnd- toes a ree ae West Roxbury 3,600 00 2,058 00 
Hastmont roads. s.ve cerns cade mee Hyde Park 5,200 00 2,850 00 
Farwell avenue...........0.0000e0: Hyde Park 2,944 00 1,200 00 
Modetal Toad fos vs hae < aca hoor Bes 0% West Roxbury 4,557 00 1,800 00 
Parbush FOR0 pois fds welts des 2 anes West Roxbury 647 40 600 00 
Glencliff road (formerly Glendower 

BUCOR sce hoes eee eek ae exe West Roxbury 3,504 00 3,000 00 
Groveland street. os. .5 sees eases’ Dorchester 9,154 50 4,760 00 
Hackensack road and court.......... West Roxbury 4,218 00 1,740 00 
Kristin courting iiss ce ace eae oe Hyde Park 2,000 00 1,800 00 
Leightonroadia. . fe ce eee ws aatee Hyde Park 11,000 00 6,625 00 
Tillie Ways. .42.-Soc ete ten ee anigees West Roxbury 858 50 600 00 
Manchester street.............-000- Dorchester 5,088 04 2,700 00 
Marea road 2), serene se calc cue ot Brighton 5,760 00 3,480 00 
Mare Toad o..b cs ciatevettetie a's o.crnsaiein ae Brighton 5,400 50 3,000 00 
Mossdale*roads s: cectrdtee os cee ton as West Roxbury 13,970 00 9,702 00 
Newfield street; , o2.0 feos oss e ae oe West Roxbury 2,517 00 2,399 99 
Richrow stree$.:, 20. aes is ans dase s Dorchester 3,388 00 1,380 00 
Rockwood atrect:.. 5. 2s. ss wee ee es West Roxbury 2,500 00 1,200 00 
Savannah avenue..........--+e-00: Dorchester 2,389 00  -§40 00 
Senders Courtivas see ges es aise aes oe Hyde Park 4,171 00 3,090 49 
Sherman stregg oF s'. 6s'os oe eles ald wom West Roxbury 3,557 43 900 00 


CALPE FORU OE o aerate Parunates emo bata Wien den ovr at asda aingn eatwins hi soletarie eae ae rae $79,944 02 
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Sewer Assessments.—Concluded. 


STREET. District. Cost. ASSESSMENT, 
ee a eras ela gis) e sie ules a cos toca duper eek eels otiert $79,944 02 
Sherrin BUeeh wives. aes Gwe. d es Hyde Park $4,896 00 1,540 00 
PRE MN US yh sig aS dates 5 o's = - South Boston 1,624 80 350 00 
Binimeeepreet:. os ates ene kale es Hyde Park 7,683 25 2,871 13 
call os g Wenn oe, er Hyde Park 2,128 80 1,426 38 
Veterans of Foreign Wars Parkway..} West Roxbury 1,851 20 780 00 
Washington street: oo... ds. West Roxbury 23,799 63 6,399 00 
Be es ae ee ey oe Hyde Park 1,848 20 1,426 38 
Whitford strectur sss... eb ese ce West Roxbury 1,867 00 1,028 52 
ae ee ey sic ke G aee c an ths $198,114 28 $99,529 43 


Sidewalk Assessments. 











STREET. District. Cost. ASSESSMENT. 

BUUREE Bireob. ac boeae ha OG Se Ta West Roxbury $5,175 50 $2,783 20 
Leyeyat vs le veya) Ieper ep 8 A 8 oe a West Roxbury 275 19 137 59 
“feeble es hitvers ree 2 Aches hell West Roxbury 9,601 oe 3,046 83 
lebSobar ch lies) 0 i a West Roxbury 25,350 85 10,739 49 
OV ee ee East Boston 16,360 29 8,171 69 
ee er es kee a bin tins peo es Saws es $52,802 56 24,878 80 


LAND DAMAGES. 


On new street construction 192 claims were filed for 
damage to property resulting from land takings or changes 
in grade. On these claims this commission awarded dam- 
ages in the amount of $43,914.49. 


STREET NAME CHANGES. 

Under the provisions of chapter 55, Acts of 1951, as 
amended by chapter 74, Acts of 1953, the Public Improve- 
ment Commission completed its program for the naming 
of private ways open to public travel in the City of Bos- 
ton. Public hearings were held on 1,464 streets. Of 
these, the commission voted to assign new names to 192. 
On February 28, 1955, the following order was recorded 
in the Registry of Deeds: 
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STREET NAME CHANGES 


City oF Boston, 


In Pusiic IMPROVEMENT COMMISSION, 


March 1, 1955. 


An order of this commission, approved by his Honor the Mayor, assigning 
the names of private ways open to public travel in the City of Boston was recorded 
in the Registry of Deeds on February 28, 1955, in accordance with chapter 55, Acts 


of 1951, as amended by chapter 74, Acts of 1953. 


The renaming of the following private ways were included in this order: 


Abbotsford Terrace, Dorchester 
Adams Avenue, Hyde Park 
Adams Place, Charlestown . 
Adams Place, Roxbury F 
Addington Road, West Roxbury 
Airport Street, East Boston 
Alpine Terrace, Roxbury 

Alta Crest, West Roxbury . 
Arch Place, Boston Proper . 
Arlington Terrace, Boston Proper 
Ashland Terrace, West Roxbury 
Ashley Avenue, East Boston 
Auburn Avenue, Charlestown 
Austin Avenue, Dorchester 


Ballou Place, Dorchester (from Norfolk Street 


to railroad) . : 
Bancroft Street, [orekeeter 
Barry Place, Hyde Park 
Bartlett Terrace, Roxbury . 
Batchelder Terrace, Roxbury 
Bellevue Terrace, Roxbury . 
Bernard Street, Dorchester 
Berwick Street, Hyde Park 
Bicknell Avenue, Roxbury . 
Binney Place, Roxbury 
Bismarck Street South, Dorchenter 
Blanchard Street, Hyde Park 
Bowdoin Square, Dorchester 
Brighton Street Avenue, Boston Baines 
Brook Street, Dorchester ‘ 
Buffalo Street, Brighton 
Bunker Hill Terrace, Charlestown 
C Street, Roxbury . 
Calder Place, West Resbure 
Camden Place, Boston Proper 


NEW NAME. 


St. Jude Terrace 
Maida Terrace 
Bannock Place 
Dade Street 

Maple Street (Extension) 
Aramon Street 
Circuit Terrace 
Altacrest Road 
Archway Street 
Pelham Terrace 
Ashwood Terrace 
Palermo Street 
Auburn Terrace 
Stoughton Terrace 


Balina Place 

Argyle Terrace 

Barry Street 

Bonell Terrace 
Centre Street Terrace (Extension) 
Linwood Square 

New England Avenue 
Vernon Street 
Roxbury Terrace 
Aaron Place 
Bismarck Street 
Imbaro Road 

Dakota Terrace 
Auton Way 
Sturtevant Street 
Guest Street 

Tufts Terrace 

Napa Street 

Candor Place 

Neville Place 
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Canton Street Court, Boston Proper 


Canton Street Place, Boston Proper . 


Caspar Street, West Roxbury 
Cemo Road, West Roxbury 
Clapp Street, Roxbury 

Clarendon Avenue, West Roxbury 
Clarendon Court, West Roxbury 
Columbia Avenue, Dorchester 


Cottage Avenue, West Roxbury (from Howitt 


Road to Sparrow Street) 


Cottage Avenue, West Roxbury mn STOW 


Street to Maplewood Street) 
Cottage Place, Roxbury . 
Cottage Street, East Boston 
Craft Street, Roxbury... 
Cranston Road, West Rosccre 
Cross Street Avenue, Charlestown 
Cross Street Court, Charlestown 


Cummington Street, Boston Proper . 


-D Street, South Boston 
Damrell Avenue, Hyde Park 


Davis: Place, Roxbury (from No. 879 Albany 


Street) 


Davis Place, Balbeny weer No. 32 Webber 


Street) 
Depot Square, West Reshnry 
Depot Street, Brighton : 
Devens Street Place, Charlestown 
Dexter Court, Dorchester 
Dexter Place, South Boston 
Downer Street, Dorchester . 
Dromey Avenue, Dorchester 
Dunn Court, Dorchester _ 
Dunn’s Park, Dorchester 
Eliot Avenue, Hyde Park 
Elm Place, Hyde Park 
Farragut Court, South Boston 
Fencourt, Roxbury 
Fenton Place, Dorchester 


Florence Street East, West Roxbury 


Forest Avenue, Hyde Park . 
Forest Street, Dorchester 

Forest Street, Hyde Park 
Fremont Place, Roxbury 

Fulton Street, Dorchester 
Furbush Court, Charlestown 
Gerald Road, Hyde Park 
Glendower Street, West Roxbury 
Granger Place, Dorchester . , 


NEW NAME. 


Canton Court 
Canton Place 
Kiernan Road 
Crockers Lane 
Toland Court 
Claron Street 
Delano Court 
Cottrell Street 


St. Theresa Avenue 


Maplewood Street 
Medina Way 
Neptune Terrace 
Craftson Way 
Courtney Road 
Holston Street 
Hilary Street 
Babbitt Street 
Ramp Street 
Danny Road 


Velmar Place 


Webber Place 
Woolsey Square 
Thor Terrace 
Venden Place 
Sexton Court 
Transit Street 
Howe Terrace 
Dromey Street 
Dunn Street 
Dunn Street 
Ernest Avenue 
Business Terrace 
Admiral Court 
Fencourt Street 
Marlin Way 
Florian Street 
Forestvale Road 
Fellsway Street 
Meadowview Road 
Nathan Street 
Franklin Street 
Gurnet Court 
Belnap Road 
Glencliff Road 
Duncan Terrace 


123 
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NEW NAME. 

Grant Avenue, Brighton . ; ; . . Wilton Terrace 
Grant Place, Brighton. . : . Rotterdam Street 
Greenmount Street Court, Torin estes ; . Greenmount Place 
Greenwich Street, Roxbury , Greenwich Court 
Groveland Street, Dorchester (Frond Man- 

chester Street to Maryknoll Street) . . Maryknoll Street 
Groveland Street, Dorchester (from Mary- 

knoll Street, northerly) pepe ree . Maryknoll Terrace 
Hamilton Alley, Boston Proper. .. . Jenton Way 
Hampstead Road, West Roxbury . . . Hampstead Lane 
Harvard Place, Brighton . . .. . . Argus Place 
Hawthorne Avenue, Roxbury . . .  . Kenway Terrace 
Hawthorne Street, Hyde Park . . . . Millstone Road 
Hayden Terrace, Roxbury ._. Archer Terrace 
High Street, West Roxbury (from ‘northeast 

of East to railroad) . Noone Street 
High Street, West Roxbury len Stony Didow 

to 375 feet south of No. 4648 Washington 

Street) .. . .  .  . Highpoint Road 
Highfield Street, Hyde Park . . .  . Edgecliff Street 
Highland Park, Roxbury . . .  .  . Fort Avenue Terrace 
Homer Street, East Boston hale Ss . Wordsworth Terrace 
Homestead Park, Roxbury. . Oe. . Ruthven Park 
Humboldt Park, Roxbury . : : ; . Bower Court 
Hunneman Place, Roxbury : : ‘ . Lamar Place 
Hutchins Avenue, Roxbury ‘sae .  . Nira Avenue 
James Avenue, South Boston . : : . Jason Terrace 
Jefferson Street, Hyde Park : .  .  . Cromwell Road 
Langdon Street, Roxbury . . .  .  . Napa Street 
Laurel Road, Hyde Park . . .. .. . Camelia Road 
Lawrence Avenue, Charlestown. . . . Lawrence Terrace 
Liberty Street, South Boston . . .  . Liberty Place 
Linden Place, South Boston Seine : . Salerno Place 
Linden Street, Hyde Park . . .  . Lawton Street 
Liverpool Avenue, East Boston. . . . Coppersmith Way 
Longwood Terrace, Roxbury . Brookwood Terrace 
Lubec Street, East Boston ie Brasentt 

Street to Lovell Street) , Lovell Street 
Lubec Street, East Boston (from Swift Street 

to M.T.A. location) . . . .  . Swift Terrace 
Lynde Avenue, Charlestown . Lynton Street 


Madison Street, Hyde Park (from Hyde ‘Park 
Avenue to beyond Bradlee Street) . . Meacham Street 


Mascoma Street, Dorchester . . .  . Intervale Terrace 
McLellan Street, Boston Proper .  .  . Millburn Place 
Mechanic Street North, Brighton . : . Craftsman Street 
Merriam Place, Roxbury . : é f . Thornton Terrace 
Milton Street, East Boston : : . . Horace Street 
Mission Street, Roxbury . ; : ; . Judge Street 


Monument Lane, Charlestown . .  .  . Boswell Lane 
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Moulton Avenue, Charlestown . 


Mt. Ida Terrace, Dorchester 
Mt. Vernon Avenue, Brighton 
Myrtle Place, Dorchester 
Neponset Street, Dorchester 
Newburn Place, Hyde Park 
Newburn Street, Hyde Park 
North Avenue, West Roxbury 
Oakdale Avenue, West Roxbury 
Oakland Avenue, Roxbury . 
Oakland Park, Brighton 
Oliver Place, Boston Proper 
Orleans Street, East Boston 


Parker Place, Roxbury (from Patker Hill 


Avenue) . 


Parker Place, Buury (from Berried Bisect 


to railroad) ; 
Percy Street, West edb: 
Plymouth Court, Roxbury . 
Plymouth Street, Dorchester 
Prentiss Place, Roxbury 


Prospect Avenue, Charlestown . 
Prospect Street, West Roxbury . 


Rena Street, Brighton . 
Richrow Street, Dorchester 
Riverside Place, Dorchester 
Roach’s Court, Dorchester . 


Rockland Street, West Roxbury. 


Ross Terrace, Dorchester 


Roughan Terrace, Charlestown . 


Rowe Place, West Roxbury 
Russ Terrace, Dorchester 

St. Alphonsus Avenue, Roxbury 
Sharp Street, Dorchester 
Sinclair Place, Brighton 

Smith Avenue, Boston Proper 
Sorrento Street, Brighton 
Spring Terrace, Roxbury 
Stanley Street, Hyde Park . 
Stark Avenue, Hyde Park . 


Struzziery Terrace, West Roxbury 


Sumner Road, Dorchester . 
Sunny Terrace, Roxbury . 
Sunnyside Road, Hyde Park 
Sunset Circle, Dorchester 


Tileston Square, Boston Proper . 


Trumbull Street, East Boston 
Union Court, Charlestown . 

Union Terrace, West Roxbury 
Upland Street, West Roxbury 


NEW NAME. 


Moulton Way 
Elba Terrace 
Rushmore Street 
Magnolia Place 
Point Road 
Navarre Place 
Navarre Street 
Northdale Avenue 
Pinecliff Road 
Bard Avenue 
Oakland Place 
Ping On Street 
Vienna Street 


Parker Hill Place 


Terrace Place 

St. Mark Street (Extension) 
Treadwell Court 
Dolphin Street 
Kenesaw Terrace 
Prospect Terrace 
Constance Road 
Western Place 
Caryll Street 
Riverbank Place 
Druce Court 
Rockport Street 
Savin Hill Terrace 
Kresson Terrace 
Legion Place 

Fox Point Road 
Utah Way 
Mather Court 
Sinclair Road 
Sabine Avenue 
West Sorrento Street 
Bower Terrace 
Stanbro Street 
Vallaro Road 
Lilac Terrace 
Sumner Square 
Dewey Terrace 
Sunapee Road 
Stanley Street 
Teel Street 
Trident Street 
Ulene Court 
Yale Terrace 
Ascent Street 
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Unnamed Way, Boston Proper (from No. 118 
Oliver Street) os See 

Upton Court, Brighton 

Van Ness Place, Roxbury 

Vaughan Street, Hyde Park 

Wait Place, Roxbury 

Wait Street, Roxbury . 

Wales Place, Dorchester 

Walker Avenue, Charlestown 

Walnut Street Court, Dorchester  . 

Washburn Avenue, East Boston (from Walley 
Street to Belle Isle Inlet) , ; 

Washington Avenue, East Boston 

Washington Street, Dorchester . : 

Washington Heights Avenue, West Recbark : 

Washington Heights Avenue East, West 
Roxbury . : 

Waupello Road, East Boston 

Way Place, Roxbury - 

Welles Park, West Roxbury 

West Street, East Boston 

Williams Court, Boston Proper . 

Williams Street Terrace, Roxbury 

Winslow Place, Roxbury , 

Winslow Street, West Roxbury . 

Winthrop Place, Roxbury 
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NEW NAME. 


Boates Court 
Hague Street 
Dunreath Terrace 
Chesterfield Street 
Waymount Place 
Waymount Street 
Rockmount Street 
Biscoe Place 
Walnut Court 


Walley Street 
Chelsea Terrace 
Vulcan Street 
Weymouth Avenue 


Woodley Avenue 
Shawsheen Road 
Copeland Park 
Wellsmere Park 
Westbrook Street 
Pie Alley 
Williams Square 
Ballinger Place 
Sherbrook Street 
Gary Street 


Grorce G. Hytanp, Chairman, 
HERMAN Carp, 
Wm. ArtTHUR REILLY, 

Public Improvement Commission. - 


A True Copy 
ATTEST: 


Micuart J. Corrao, 
Secretary. 


APPROVED: 
February 25, 1955 
J. B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 
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MISscELLANEOUS PERMITs. 


During the period of this report 250 petitions from 
public utilities were approved for the placing and main- 
taining of poles for the support of wires. 

Also ten petitions were approved for miscellaneous in- 
stallations or uses of the Baie highways of the City of 
Boston as follows: 

Nature of Petition. 


STREET. Petitioner. 


Arch street, Boston Proper 


Summer street, Boston 
Proper 


Arch street, Boston Proper 
Joslin street, Roxbury 


Edith Foster 
Edith Foster 


Edith Foster 


New England Deaconess 


Underground vault, 


Underground vault. 


Emergency door exit, 


Underground tunnel. 


Hospital | 


Reservation road, Hyde | Worcester Gas Light Com- | Underground gas main. 


pany. 


New England Deaconess 
Hospital. 


New England Deaconess 
Hospital. 


Autumn street, Roxbury Underground exhaust duct. 


Pilgrim road, Roxbury Underground tunnel. 


Collins street, Hyde Park Worcester Gas Light Com- | Underground gas main. 


pany. 


Merchants National Bank of | Structural footings. 


Boston 


Congress and Devonshire 
streets at Dock square, 
Boston Proper 


Tremont Boston | Merchants Co-operative Bank] Underground vault. 


street, 
Proper 


PrIvATE WAY OPEN TO PusBuic TRAVEL. 


In 1987, when the Legislature passed an effective sub- 
division law, the City of Boston was excluded. Boston’s 
control over the laying out of new private ways had been 
originally established in 1906 and provided for approval 
by the Board of Street Commissioners of the proposed 
location, direction, width, and grade of all private ways 
thereafter open to public travel in the City of Boston. 

In 1947, this law was amended to require approval also 
of the construction of any such private ways. However, 
neither the original law nor its amendments provided 
sufficient enforcement authority. Consequently, new de- 
velopers for many years after filing satisfactory plans 
neglected to follow up with the construction of the streets 
in accordance with the lines and grades shown on the filed 
plans. 
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This practice often resulted in serious land damages 
when such private ways were laid out as public highways. 

In an effort to correct this situation, this commission 
has adopted a policy of requiring developers to guarantee 
proper construction of their streets in accordance with 
minimum standards established by the City of Boston. 

Since April of 1955, when this new policy was estab- 
lished, permits have been granted for the construction of 
the following private ways: David road, West Roxbury; 
Woodland road, Hyde Park; Corman road, Dorchester; 
and Violet street, Dorchester. 


“BOSTON’S STREETS” PUBLICATION. 

In accordance with two City Council orders dated May 
4, 1954, and June 28, 1955, a new edition of “Boston’s 
Streets” was published on April 30, 1955. 

Grorce G. Hytanp, Chawman. 
HERMAN Carp, Vice Chairman. 
Won. ArrHur Retry, Member. 


City or Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING «@itcigio SECTION 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SUPERINTENDENT OF CONSTRUCTION 


OF THE 


DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS 


FOR THE TWELVE MONTHS ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955 


Hon. JoHn B. Hynes, Mayor of the City of Boston; 
Mary K. Firzceratp, Chairman; WIitLtAM F. Carr, 
JOSEPH Luz, Louts F. Musco, and MicHagt J. WARD, 
Members of the School Committee. 


JOSEPH F. O’CoNNELL, Jr., Chairman; THomas A. 
CRONIN and MatrHrew T. Conno.tiy, Commissioners 
of School Buildings. 


GENTLEMEN: 


Under the provisions of section 2, chapter 351 of the 
Acts of 1929, the Superintendent of Construction of the 
Department of School Buildings is required to submit to 
his Honor the Mayor, to the School Committee, and to 
the Commissioners of School Buildings a written report 
annually, or oftener, as required. 


In compliance with this statute, I therefore respectfully 
submit for your consideration the following report which 
contains a financial statement showing in detail all ex- 
penditures charged to appropriations made by the School 
Committee. This report also gives an account of the 
major items of operations during the year 1955. 
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DEPARTMENTAL ORGANIZATION. 


BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF 
SCHOOL BUILDINGS 


JosEPpH F,. O’ConNELL, Jr., Chairman—Term ending Dec. 1, 
1956 


Tuomas A, Crontn—Term ending Dec. 1, 1957 


MatrHew T. Connotty—Term ending Dec. 1, 1958 


Superintendent of Construction JAMES H. Mooney 
Deputy Superintendents of Construction 
Wiru1AM A. McPHERSON 
Epwarp M. O’ FLAHERTY 
Epwarp M. Marz 


Division Heads 


Adminstrative JoHN A. Noonan, Executive Secretary 
Accounting Water J. Ketiny, Principal Accountant 
Henry M. Curry, Chief and Auditing Clerk 
Henry A. Kitey, Supervisor of Contracts, 

Alterations and Repairs 


Harotp J. Weicu, Supervisor of Contracts, 
Land and Buildings 


Civil Engineering N. Wattrer Ropuam, Civil Engineer 
Electrical Division BerNnarp V. Cutten, Chief Engineer 
Heating and Ventilating JoHN T. Sronn, Acting 
Plumbing and Gas Fitting JoHNn J. McCormack, Acting 
Roofing WiuiiAM P. HourrHan, Superintendent 
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TABLE NO. 3. 
ALTERATIONS AND REPAIRS. 


Financial Report of Expenditures Made During the Year 1955 from Specific 
Budget Appropriation for 1955 and Unliquidated Reserves. 








From 1955 From 
IEMs. Appropriation. eee 
IAS MEY Sep A Soh $283,488 59 $8,945 63 
A-2. Workmen’s compensation i on OSE GG eee eee None None 
Pio TLOuIrOd VOrerelIneTOl ren. lich re coi cc ee cco c ccc ccces $11,716 13 None 
B. Administration expenses other than salaries................. 29,125 18 None 
C. Alterations, furniture and equipment for special educational 
Me ae kk 6 et Pe Rete Bee 63,053 22 $23,276 91 
E. General Alterations and repairs: 
PATIENT VeUDIISG trees care ec cs ce tence eee 826 91 None 
. Contingencies and emergencies. .............cceeeeeeeee None None 
Boa Kee OF BULUCLUIAL DIAN. 6.6. ee ce ec cee $340,530 81 $66,932 17 
Sy tb) meplncement or broken Glass... .... 0... 2... cc eco ae 67,332 63 None 
4. Fire escapes, new and repair, and fire prevention......... 50,777 16 $10,873 06 
5. Care of school grounds and recreational areas............ 55,832 47 18,454 00 
6. Furniture: 
Pe SWAMI TROIAORINGI Ua oi cccic sc cc cc's pv ovceccscses 36,248 58 524 00 
(oy Tadtsye tere care SYST TEL, 0 000 97,042 34 None 
7. Special equipment: 
Cnn Cs OC Ts Chale oie shes s vis ss sib eeeadeces None None 
(i) iste aes aan) al le Oe Oa er rr 2,646 08 None 
Bre Hades, SUCILOTIUIMMIUTADES, CLC... 2. ok ew te eee eet 22,501 00 None 
Wh RT en Leas se A eri ee 136,726 53 $17,827 o 
Me tI EY SUCTISHIIDKOCD che os. 5 oc wk ew ta seine 80,805 64 Non 
11. Heating and ventilating systems, upkeep................ 149,690 88 $10,350 00 
ee) ee BGUrIPE BY EEOINS, UDKCEP... 6... ct eee cee 70,395 76 None 
PMA BU MURINEIUDKOCGI Girt sles 6 vieccc ee ccs c rece ae eee 9,833 55 None 
13. Special equipment: 
(a) Household science and arts... ......5... ccc uccscce 657 36 None 
, oe i re rr 6,866 01 None 
(c) School hygiene, rest and nutrition................. 294 67 None 
MeN CIIASIMTTSICOI CT Wr oe cs ss cies ccc scticceecgecsceee 8,650 66 None 
as Tee gsc ao rece [eas of: 11 2a rc 5,081 24 None 
hey, WBE Or 49,639 55 None 
De OCetTIIIINES MOVING... . oa ccc cc ccc c ccc scces None None 
18. Modernization of plumbing systems.................0005 100,674 62 $29,534 O1 
19. Modernization of heating and ventilating systems......... 73,725 00 11,461 77 
20. Modernization of electrical systems..................000- 65,904 50 None 
Sel US 0 ee 65,617 27 $10,216 00 
22. Previous year’s invoices to be settled...................- 553 00 None 
PES 10s 5) yao: cole c-0 6 s oishs oieleinispels «0s osieelses $1,886,237 34 $208,394 55 
Expenditures from 1955 appropriation / : j ‘ ~  «  « $1,886,237 34 
Expenditures from unliquidated reserve . . . . . . . 208,394 55 
Total expenditures for 1955 . : : ; f , : : . $2,094,631 89 


CRU RT ARES 


CO 


TABLE NO. 4 
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DETAILS OF UNLIQUIDATED RESERVE ACCOUNTS 


Unliquidated reserve account as of January 1, 


Liquidated during the year 1955: 
Item A-1 Salaries 
C Alterations, furniture and equip- 
ment for special educational needs 
E General alterations and repairs: 
3a Upkeep of structural plant 


4 Fire escapes, new and repair and fire 
prevention . 


5 Care of school armani and recrea- 
tional areas 


6a Furniture, new and Pepin turin 

9 Painting : : 

11 Heating and ventilating systems, 
upkeep 

18 Modernization of atiimGrie) sy éterea 

19 Modernization of heating and venti- 
lating systems 

21 Roofing . 


Item 4 (1950) Fire escapes, new ahd repair 
and fire prevention 


19 (1953) Modernization of heating and 
ventilating systems 


Total 
Carried to 1956 reserve, Item 3a of 1954 
Balance absorbed by City Auditor in connec- 
tion with flood damage 


Total 


1955 . 
$8,945 
23,276 
66,932 

3,850 
18,454 
524 
17,827 


10,350 
29,534 


10,661 


63 


91 


10,216 00 


7,023 
800 


$208,394 
242 


Unliquidated reserve carried to 1956: 


From 1954, Item 3a Upkeep of structural 
plant . : , 

From 1955, Item C Alterations, furniture 
and equipment for 
special educational 
needs . 


From 1955, Item IE. General alterations and 
repairs 


Total to 1956 


$242 


21,816 


_ 124,992 


4,043 


00 





55 
70 


ol 


70 


O7 


56 


$212,680 56 


$212,680 56 


$147,051 33 





The total of $147,051.33 is encumbered as follows: 


From 1954, Item 3a Upkeep of structural 
plant . 


From 1955, Item C Alterations, pretties 
and equipment for 
special educational 
needs . ; 


Carried forward 


$242 


21,816 


—EeEeE——— ee 


70 


O7 


$22,058 77 
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Brought forward : . $22,058 77 
KE General alterations and repairk: 
1 Productive work by pupils . : : 11 00 
3a Upkeep of structural plant : 45,705 85 
4 Fire escapes, new and repair and fire 
prevention . : 18,649 56 
5 Care of school grounds end Eaereation 
areas . : , 538 70 
6a Furniture, new on meiieccment 3,083 98 
8 Shades, auditorium drapes, etc. 480 00 
9 Painting : : Y 6,298 00 
10 Plumbing Eyeeni. flekeep-. : 5,531 00 
11 Heating and Eating aoe, 
upkeep ; . 10,259 00 
13b Special satin ert, fess) ae 316 00 
18 Modernization of plumbing systems 7,439 27 
19 Modernization of heating and venti- 
lating systems . : 13,833 50 
20 Modernization of peciical sy ayes 1,692 20 
21 Roofing . R ‘ : ; ‘ : 10,654 50 
Total . 


$147,051 33 








Summary of Alterations and Repairs Account for 1955 


Unliquidated reserve to 1955 . 
1955 appropriation 


Total credits : 
Expenditures from 1955 Deeronriations . $1,886,237 ¢ 
Expenditures from unliquidated reserve 208,394 


| ex 93 
ras ee 


$212,680 56 
2,059,305 80 





$2,271,986 36 


2,094,631 89 








Gross balance 
Unliquidated reserve to 1956 . 


Balance 


Special reserve retained he City Auditor on. 1955 un- 
liquidated reserve ; : ; : 


Balance absorbed by City Auditor in connection with flood 
damage . ; . : : 


$177,354 47 
147,051 3: 





$30,303 14 


2,998 O7 





$27,305 07 


City DocumMENT No. 20. 


—) 
a 








Zé I 


€1 1$ 


8}U99 16 
OL T 
os T 
OL T 
OL T 


FI I$ 


8}u990 [g 
$}U90 gy 
8}U00 Fy 
$}u09 ZG 
$}U90 OC 
8}U00 OF 
s}ueo ¢¢ 
s}u90 TE 
8]U90 QZ 
s}ue0 EF 


8309 [9 


08 
0Z 
16 
68 
61 
28 


GOE‘6S0'% 
TPPLIL'T 
PEP‘ LEST 
681‘F89'S 
866'0FE'S 
L96'Z9G‘ 
626'0S9'S 
626'ZL9'T 
PPS LLI'T 
8ZE'8L0'T 
oo9'ES0'T 
89Z'TSL 
C98'0EL 
£90'089 
901‘90¢ 
LE0'SLF 
610°C 
FO0'SI¢ 
ZEE'666$ 


“UOTPBXB YT, 
Aq postey 


yunouly 


9uON 
ouoN 
euoN 
euoN 
euoN 
euoN 

euoN 

euoN 

euON 

euoN 

ouON 
ouoN 
euoN 

G6 L1Z‘61 
00 OST‘9TZ 
0€ FOE'SES 
00 000‘0%Z 


00 000‘0bZ$ 


euoN 


‘ansst 


puog 











98 F9'eS$ vere a lei 
0S F00‘T x oie ar: take POL 
CZ OZ eee ar 4 | 
GI 6S8'T x See eS Cana GOL 
OF OLE‘6F$ ee ee ee ee OLE 


:SMO][OJ SB PoIve[D UOTyBpMbryT 


euoN 


CO 996'6FT 
€& Z88'Z0S 
€8 PEP‘ LIT 
18 189‘I8T 
OLI‘E8 
vIPF‘el 

c€ 809'L 

IP 6S2'9T 

1OF‘Ss 
L81‘ZE 
IP 998'Z¢ 
L¥0'S¢ 
280‘S9 
1% TLL'Cr+ 
ST L89‘TS 
£E'Z9 
9¢9'T 

ZF6'8$ 


‘189K SNOT 
WO1j 9OUBl[B 
popuedxouy, 


y "SEG JO sJoW [eledg 1opun uoysIdoidde wos souBleq OS'FOO'T$ Sepnjouy 4 
"SEGT JO SPV [wIoedg of} Jo suorstaoid JopuN poMOT[’ SIGT, ‘“oIngIpuedxe 19AO JEG] JO WOTYBpInbIT 10} pozeridoidds puv o[qepivae [BUOT}IPpe OEP‘ ZCF$ = 


08 S0Es'6g0'Z 
GZ 268°L96'T 
O€ LLE‘0F0'S 
ZL ¥Z9‘'T08'S 
00 0892s‘ 
TE SEl‘9b9'S 
G9 £6E'F9G'S 
TE SEs‘0s9'T 
EL ShS‘T0Z'T 
00 O€Z‘TOL'T 
00 OF8‘E80'T 
00 SZI‘F08 
00 €16'S8Z 
00 IL8‘F9L 
00 8Z0°C9L 
OL 8Z0°S9L 
00 8o2'rhL 
82 099'6EL x 
00 $22‘800'T$ 


*(syospng) 


poyerdoiddy 


qunow y 


08 
GZ 
cé 


00 


cos‘6cs'z 
LLL TELS 
L¥8'269'S 
b69'108'S 
865261‘ 
SEL‘9F9'S 
£68'F99'S 
8Ee'992'T 
TOT‘OFS'T 
OSL‘ TI2'T 
POL FIST 
880'EZ'T 
€90'TF2'T 
SPE‘0S'T 
COL‘L82'T 
690°ZTE‘T 
G6E‘SEs'T 
290'698'T x 
PPP'98E'TS 


‘oqeyreay 


ee an eo a ee 


SO eae ECS Bie A eee a ane eee GE 


‘AJUQ Suredoy PUP SUOI}BIOZ[Y JO} ‘AAISNJOU] ‘SGI OF LEG] SIVOA BY} 404 


ATAaV.L 


. 


uolexey <q pasiey syuNnoWYy pur ‘ssouRjeg papusdxsuy ‘(sjoBpng) pejelsdosddy sjunowy ‘ajqejivay syuNnOowy 
*§ “ON 


peg] 
set 3 (| 
“= CS! 
parm $C | 
“*""O0S61 
“*""6r6! 
"Srl 
“*" “Lvl 
OnE] 
Ope] 
+e DHE] 
+ On GT 
erg yA 
ee Tp ET 
OPE] 
+866] 
++ 06] 
+ ee re6] 


Sie at ac ee ee Se Oe Soe ee ee ee ee 


‘siredey pus 
suoT} e194, V 
IO} OFVY XBT, 
uo yunOULy 


ee eee eas ee==“laa—aom™—' 


SUIMOYS 


DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. 11 


The following is a table of financial statement of the 
land and buildings appropriation account: 


TABLE NO. 6 


Appropriations, Expenditures and Balances in Connection with 
Land and Buildings for Schools 
Revenue balance, January 1, 1955 eye 2 Le ere pe okt SALW ee dD 
Revenue appropriations for 1955: 
Item 1. Administration expenses, salaries $72,000 00 
2. Rental of hired accom- 


modations .  .« $37,775 00 
Less amount absorbed 
by City Auditor ‘ 1,738 47 36,036 53 


3. Bigelow District, South 
Boston, additional 
play area . : 25,000 00 
From sale of property to Eblhu 
Greenwood District, Hyde Park 
(Metropolitan avenue), 12-room 
elementary school, etc. . : ' 50,000 00 183,036 53 


Total credits , ; : j F : . $1,188,297 63 





Expenditures from 1955 revenue appropriations and 
credits: 
Item 1, 1955. Administration expenses, sal- 


aries , . $72,000 00 
Item 2, 1955. Rental of fire Dotommodse 

tions : ; 36,036 53 
Item 6, 1954. Dudley Disteice! conn 

play area ; 127 40 


Item 2, 1950. Elihu Greenwood Tstriee, les 
mentary school, to replace 
the former Fairmount School 12,110 50 


Item 3, 1953. Lewis District, development of 
play area at Roxbury Memo- 


rial High School . ‘ 36,545 00 
Item 2, 1952. Martin District, eben ie 
mentary school. 26,410 00 


Item 5, 1954. Charles Sumner District, fide 
tional play area at George a 
Conley School . 180 54 
Miscellaneous revenue tee 
(down pxpent on bond 
issue) . : , ‘ 54,430 35 $237,840 32 


Revenue balance December 31,1955 . . .~ . $950,457 31 
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Expenditures made during 1955 on the 1953 and 1954 
bond issues: 


Blackinton-John Cheverus District, elementary school. $8,824 60 
Boston Trade High School, addition . ; 7,123 64 
Blackinton-John Cheverus District, addition to the Curtis 
Guild School . } 239,316 47 
James J. Chittick District, ‘addition to eh sated J. 
Chittick School . , 236,764 38 
Klihu Greenwood District, Hyde Park, siemens Cul 
in the Fairmount area (Needham road) . ; ‘ . 12,912 26 
Elihu Greenwood District, Hyde Park, elementary school 
on the site of the former Elihu Greenwood School ' 27,193 05 
Henry Grew District, Hyde Park, elementary school on the 
site of the former Henry Grew School | : 9,178 04 
Mary Hemenway District, Dorchester, eleMehtae Habe 
on the site of the former Elbridge Smith School . ‘ 23,604 92 
Edmund P. Tileston District, Mattapan, addition of 
gymnasium to the Solomon Lewenberg School 3,811 88 


Rice Franklin District, elementary school on the site of the 
old English High School. : 3 : 39,426 61 


William E. Russell District, Dorchester, clementin cheat 607,569 19 
Total expenditures from bond issues. ; f . $1,211,725 04 


As of December 21, 1955, the School Committee assigned the remainder of 
the second bond issue to the following: 

For the acquiring of land by demolition, the taking of land, plans, construction, 
and furnishing of an elementary school in the Dwight District, Roxbury, con- 
taining sixteen classrooms, two kindergartens, one manual training room, one 
sewing room, one assembly hall, and one playroom, in the amount of $1,264,410. 
This action by the School Committee was approved by the Mayor on December 23, 
1955. 
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ARCHITECTURAL DIVISION 


This division performed much important work during 
the year. 

The major project was to reopen the former Dorchester 
High School for Girls and prepare it for the occupancy by 
Girls’ Latin School. With the coordination of the various 
divisions of this department, the work was satisfactorily 
completed and ready for occupancy by Girls’ Latin School 
with the opening of school in September, 1955. 

Other items of work performed by this division, al- 
though not quite as important as the foregoing were quite 
essential and completed certain projects requested by the 
School Committee as special educational needs: 

A guidance office was installed at Brighton High School. 

A retail sales room was installed at East Boston High 
School. 

Acoustical work was performed at the Horace Mann 
School. 

The application of this material to ceilings necessitated 
adjustment of ceiling electrical fixtures in order to prop- 
erly adjust the acoustic agency. 

Alterations were made at Girls’ High School in order to 
improve educational operation. 

A new kindergarten was installed in the Bunker Hill 
School. 

A chemistry room was installed at the Boston Trade 
High School. 


This division also worked with Deputy Supermtendent 
Wuliam A. McPherson who is in charge of the new con- 
struction program under the direction of the superin- 
tendent. 


The checking of plans and specifications for the new 
construction is a stupendous task and involves much 
thought in order to be assured that once a contract 1s 
signed, the possibility of error on either plans or specifi- 
cations shall not exist. 

During the year, three projects under the new building 
program were placed on the market. The projects follow: 

Elementary school in the William E. Russell District, 
Dorchester. This building will be ready for occupancy 
September, 1956. 
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The addition to the Curtis Guild School will be ready 
for occupancy in the early spring of 1956. 

The addition to the James J. Chittick School, Matta- 
pan, will be ready for occupancy in the early spring of 
1956. 

It is anticipated that every project under the 1953-1954 
bond issues will be in the building contractual stage by 
July, 1956. There is only one exception and that is the 
proposed project in the Dwight District which has been 
delayed, due to the acquisition of land for this building. 


James E. HANLON, 
Head of Division. 


Civ1L ENGINEERING DIVISION 


This division is responsible for the maintenance of 
schoolyards, play areas, landscaped areas, wooden, chain 
link, and iron fences surrounding school properties. The 
proper maintenance of swing frames within school yards 
also is in charge of this division. 

With an exceptional limitation of finances during the’ 
year, this division was able to maintain the properties. 
The only major project of preparing a new play area was 
at the Patrick J. Kennedy School covering the area on 
which the former Emerson School stood. 

In addition to the maintenance element, this division 
has much interest in the present new building program. 

All information relative to the bounds and levels of 
- proposed new school building sites are assembled, veri- 
fied, and transferred into plan form for the use of the 
architects for the respective projects. 

In preparing for this building program, many old build- 
ings were demolished. The list of such buildings follow: 


Dwight School Elbridge Smith ¢ 
Henry Grew School English High School 
William Cullen Bryant School Hobart Street School 
Hawes Hall School Quincy Street School 


Portable Building No. 176 


Plans were developed and prepared for soil test borings 
and operation supervised by this division on the following 
sites: 


Blackinton—John Cheverus District, East Boston (Orient 
Heights section). 

Henry Grew School site. 

Elihu Greenwood, site of former Elihu Greenwood School. 
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Elihu Greenwood School District, Fairmount section 
(Needham road). 

Mary Hemenway District, site of former Elbridge Smith 
School. 

Boston Trade High School Addition. 

Solomon Lewenberg School Addition. 


A departure in the development of a play area was 
made at the Roxbury Memorial High School: 

The design and specifications for this project were de- 
veloped by this division. It is the first complete play 
area developed by this department. There is a tennis 
court area which at times is also a basketball court and 
in the winter months the same area can be flooded for 
neighborhood skating. A ‘Tot Lot” was constructed with 
slides, jungle-gym, and catwalk for the young children. 
Benches are located under the trees so that mothers may 
sit and watch their youngsters at play. The surface 
of the “Tot Lot” is paved with resilient rubber, the best 
and safest playground surface available. On the grassy 
knoll adjacent to the “Tot Lot,” a picnic area is laid out 
with nine picnic tables spaced under some very fine oak 
trees. 

As in the past, the Civil Engineering Division has per- 
formed its function under the able direction of Superin- 
tendent Mooney and his deputy superintendents. 


NormMANn W. RopHam, 
Acting Head of Division. 


HEATING AND VENTILATING DIVISION 


The work of the Heating and Ventilating Division 
consists of designing the heating and ventilating sys- 
tems, together with their auxiliary equipment, to be 
furnished and installed in new school buildings where 
required; and maintenance and repairs and general tech- 
nical supervision for the existing heating and ventilating 
systems in the present buildings in active use. 

The division is responsible for the maintenance and 
upkeep of the heating and ventilating systems, automatic 
heating control apparatus, oil burning installations, steam 
and electric pumps, steam engines; ash hoists, hydraulic 
and electrical; unit ventilators, ventilating fans, approxi- 
mately 500 steam boilers, incinerators, hot air furnaces, 
and other allied equipment. 
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Plans and specifications are prepared and advertised 
for public bidding for modernization work and removal. 
of antiquated equipment which can no longer be kept in 
serviceable condition within a reasonable expenditure for 
repairs. Similar engineering work is also performed by 
the division in conjunction with other divisions in the 
department where additions and alterations in the heat- 
ing installations are required for building alteration work. 


General Repairs and Maintenance. 


Maintenance was carried on and general repairs were 
made to heating and ventilating systems and mechanical 
equipment during the year. The boiler retubing work, 
boiler ‘brickwork repairs, and manhole and _ handhole 
gasket installations were performed under publicly ad- 
vertised contracts. 


Modernzation Work. 


In accordance with the general policy of the depart- 
ment, the following general modernization program was 
performed in the following schools during the year 1955: 


Hyde Park High School. Complete installation of new, 
fully automatic, No. 5 grade fuel oil burners in the three port- 
able-type steel boilers, rated at 210 horsepower each. A new 
9,009-gallon fuel oil storage tank was located in the existing 
coal room as part of the installation. Construction changes 
necessary in the foundation settings of the three boilers and 
an extension to the chimney to eliminate smoke conditions 
were also incorporated as part of the modernization work in 
this building. 

Wiliam Lloyd Garrison School. Complete installation of 
a new 6,400-gallon fuel oil storage tank to take the place of 
existing corroded and leaky oil tank which had been installed 
in 1928. The new oil tank was installed while the oil burners 
were kept in operation without necessity of interfering with 
school sessions. The tank room was painted, and additional 
storage facilities provided by the work performed. 

Robert G. Shaw School. A complete new installation of a 
new No. 5 grade fuel oil fully automatic oil burner in one of 
the three horizontal return tubular boilers at the school. The 
two existing oil burners, which were already installed in two 
of the three boilers at the school, were completely modernized 
and arranged to operate fully automatic with new control ap- 
paratus. The new boiler refractory was installed in the boilers 
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as required for the new installation. The grates and coal- 
burning apparatus were removed and stored at the building 
for emergency conversion to coal burning in one of the boilers. 

John Winthrop School. The two brick set horizontal return 
tubular-type boilers in this building were operated at a pres- 
sure of 40 p.s.i. since being installed in 1911. The installation 
also included a high pressure steam engine and high pressure 
steam-driven boiler feed pumps. The boiler insurance com- 
pany, that annually inspects all the boilers in the various 
schools, notified the department that the operating pressure 
would have to be reduced or new boilers installed. It was 
decided to remove the forty-five-year-old steam engine and 
install an electrical variable speed 15-horsepower motor to 
drive the large fan that heats and ventilates the building, also 
to remove the old steam-driven boiler feed pumps and install 
a new electrically-driven duplex condensation pump. The 
operating pressure of the boilers was reduced to 15 p.s.i. 

Girls’ Latin School. (Formerly Dorchester High School 
for Girls. ) 

In compliance with the School Committee’s authoriza- 
tion, the building, which had been unoccupied for several 
years was made ready for occupancy. Under this division 
the following heating and ventilating work was planned 
and specified and contracted for through public bidding: 
removal of 30-year-old antiquated oil burners in the 
three portable steel fire box type boilers, rated at 135 
horsepower each; installation of three fully automatically- 
controlled oil burners. The oil burners installed were 
originally used at the English High School (Montgomery 
street, South End), and were removed before that build- 
ing was torn down. The boilers in the Girls’ Latin School, 
Dorchester, being of practically the same size as those in 
the original English High School building, the oil burners 
were installed at considerable saving to the city. Two 
of the boilers were completely retubed and one of the 
boilers had additional boiler tubes installed in conformity 
with the boiler insurance company’s recommendation. 
The entire automatic heating control apparatus in the 
building was put in suitable operating condition. 

A new steam heating steel-type boiler with a No. 2 
erade fuel oil installation was installed to heat the hot 
water required for the lunch room and showers and facili- 
ties throughout the building. In the summer and mn 
temperate weather this boiler may be operated without 
the necessity of operating a large boiler when hot water 
is required. 
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New ventilation with exhaust fans and miscellaneous 
sheet metal additions and alterations were provided for 
the cafeteria, chemical laboratories, toilet rooms, shower 
room where required for the various architectural and 
plumbing renovations. 


Various Schools — Heating and Ventilating Alterations. 


During the year the following buildings had the neces- 
sary heating and ventilating additions and alterations 
performed to accommodate the alterations performed by 
other divisions in the department: 

New dishwashing apparatus in the Public Latin School. 
New kindergarten in the Bunker Hill School. New re- 
tail sales rooms in the East Boston High School. New 
guidance office in the Brighton High School. New shower 
room and toilet rooms in the Michelangelo School. New 
toilet rooms in the Bigelow School. New toilet rooms in 
the Abraham Lincoln School. New toilet room in the 
Champlain School. 


New School Buildings. 


The division inspected the contract work for the heat- 
ing and ventilating and oil burner installations in the 
new William E. Russell District School, Curtis Guild 
School new addition, and the James J. Chittick School 
new addition. These buildings were under construction 
during the year of 1955 and will soon be completed. 

The plans and specifications of the remainder of the 
new building program relative to the heating and ven- 
tilating systems were checked as they were received from 
the architects and engineers to see that the usual stand- 
ards and recommendations that have been incorporated 
in the past by the division were followed. . 


JOHN T. STONE, 
Acting Head of the Heating and 
Ventilating Division. 


ELECTRICAL DIVISION 


The work of the Electrical Division for the year 1955 
consisted of the designing of plans, writing of specifica- 
tions, and the supervision of same for all electrical sys- 
tems, shops, and sound systems. 
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The following is a list of the major items of work per- 


formed during the year. 


In the following schools, new Telechron clocks were 


installed : 
P. Kennedy 
Alexander Hamilton 
Dante Alighieri 


Mather 
Ellen Richards 
Hugh O’Brien 


New improved room lighting was installed in the fol- 


lowing schools: 
John Cheverus 
15 Beacon Street 
Dante Alighieri 
Everett 
Roxbury Memorial, Girls 
P. J. Kennedy 
26 Norman Street 
Hugh Roe O’Donnell 
Roslindale High 
Agassiz 
Dorchester High 
J. W. Whitney 
Asa Gray 
Washington Irving 
M. Fuller 
M. Curley 
Hyde Park High 
Brighton High 
Jefferson 
P. Sheridan 
Hugh O’Brien 


New Edison service boards 
lowing schools: 

W. Russell 

E. Richards 

P. Kennedy 

W. Blackstone 

P. Sheridan 

W. Bradford 


Ira Allen 
Abraham Lincoln 
J. H. Barnes 
Atherton 

J. L. Motley 
Wm. B. Rogers 
Bunker Hill 

East Boston High 
George Bancroft 
Wm. Blackstone 
Prescott 

J. Burke 
Champlain 

C. Taylor 

S. Ripley 

H. L. Higginson 
J. Marshall 

W. Bacon 

S. Lewenberg 

C. C. Perkins 


were installed in the fol- 


C. C. Perkins 
W.H. Tait 
T. A. Edison 
E. Fifield 
Gaston 


In the following schools were installed new program 


machines: 
B. Cushing 
S. Lewenberg 


Hyde 


New rectifiers were installed in the following schools: 


D. Webster 
W. Blackstone 


K. Fifield 
Lucy Stone 
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New fire alarm boxes were installed in the following 
schools: 


KE. P. Seaver J. B. O’Reilly 
O. W. Holmes Beethoven 
Dillaway J. Marshall 
Dudley EK. P. Tileston 
P. Gavin 


New fire alarm batteries were installed in the following 
schools: 


A. Lincoln Michelangelo 
Rice L. M. Alcott 
P. Faneuil Prince 


J. J. Williams 


Additional fire alarm gongs were installed in following 
schools: 

Charlestown High Charles C. Perkins 

H. Baldwin 


For recreation purposes yard lighting was installed in 
the following school yards: 


Hugh R. O’Donnell Bunker Hill 
Winchell J. Bates 


New clock batteries were installed in the following 
schools: 


J. Bates C. C. Perkins 
Mayhew Michelangelo 
J. J. Willams Eliot 

P. Faneuil Rice 

Prince 


A new loudspeaker system was installed in the Bigelow 
School. 

New refrigerators were installed in the Hugh O’Brien 
School, P. T. Campbell School, Dorchester High School, 
and M. G. Godvin School. 


In the Boston Trade School extensive work was caused 
by flood which necessitated considerable rewiring and al- 
terations of electrical systems. Also the main dynamo 
room and main switchboard and related parts were re- 
paired and switches and defective electrical systems 
rewired and renewed. 


DEPARTMENT OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS. ot 


At the Thomas Edison School flood damage caused 
extensive repairs to wiring and equipment in boiler rooms 
_and to all parts of building affected by water damage. 

At the Girls’ High School lighting was installed for 
necessary storage requirements in basement and _ first 
floor. 

At the Sherwin School new lighting risers were installed, 
increasing the capacity of feeders to first floor cabinets. 

At the W. H. Taft School new feeders were installed 
to the first floor cabinets. 

_ Extensive rewiring was done at the Donald McKay. 
School due to the second floor being flooded by fire hoses. 

At the Horace Mann School ten classrooms of fixtures 
were removed and replaced to allow installation of new 
acoustical ceilings. 

At the Hyde Park High School one section of the tele- 
phone system from main electric room to the low tension 
cabinet in the basement was rewired, as well as new 
wiring for installation of new shop machinery. | 

At the Dillaway School the fixtures were rewired and 
lowered throughout the building. 

At the Boston Clerical School several classroom fixtures 
were rewired and lowered. 

At the Memorial High for Boys several classrooms were 
rewired to correct defects. 

At the Benedict Fenwick School all chain-type fixtures 
were rewired. 

At the Mary Hemenway School fixtures were rewired. 

At the Quincey Dickerman School new drop cords were 
installed. 

At Dorchester High School new teachers’ drop lights, 
new gymnasium fixtures, and first floor corridor fixtures 
were installed. 

At William Barton Rogers School new telephone con- 
duit was relocated from basement to master’s office. 

At the James P. Timilty School new lhghting and wiring 
were installed in eye conservation class. 

At the doctor’s new office at Roxbury Memorial High 
for Boys all new wiring fixtures and receptacles were in- 


stalled. 
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New machinery was installed in the following schools: 


Boston Trade High School: 


One Universal box and pan bending brake overhauled 
and repaired. 

One Model 14 linotype machine. Supplied new parts 
for machine. 


One Standard offset process duplicator machine. 
One set of 36-inch planer knives. 
Two sets of 16-inch jointer knives. 
One set of 8-inch jointer knives. 
Randall G. Morris: 
One Stanley bench grinder. 


William Howard Taft: 
One Stanley bench grinder. 


Mary E. Curley: 
One Stanley bench grinder. 


Roxbury Memorial High for Boys: 


One Doyle superpower infrared Sheet Dryer for Print- 
ing Department. 


One Sesco low pressure offset gun for Printing Depart- 
ment. 


Hyde Park High: 

One South Bend 13-inch metal working lathe for ma- 
chine shop. 
Wiliam Barton Rogers: 


One Niagara No. 330 slip roll forming machine for sheet 
metal shop. 


One Pexto, No. 3, 30-inch adjustable bar folder for sheet 
metal shop. 


New emergency lighting units were installed in the 
following Schools: 
Horace Mann: 
Four new battery units installed in basement. 
Mather: 
Eight new battery units installed in building. 
East Boston High: 
Overhauled and repaired six machines in machine shop. 
George T. Angell: 


One Pexto, No. 3, 30-inch adjustable bar folder for 
sheet metal shop. 
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South Boston High: 
One Pexto, No. 3, 30-inch adjustable bar folder for 
sheet metal shop. 
One 200 amperage MCM Heliwelder for sheet metal 
shop. 
BERNARD V. CULLEN, 
Chief Electrical Engineer. 


PLUMBING DIvISION 


During the year 1955, the Plumbing Division per- 
formed the following work in addition to the ordinary 
maintenance of the plumbing and gas systems of all 
schools. 


In order to provide a sufficiency of hot water, gas water 
heaters were installed in the following schools: 


Charles Bulfinch School Donald McKay School 
Gilbert Stuart School Harriet Baldwin School 
Horace Mann School Joseph H. Barnes School 
Martin Milmore School Patrick F. Lyndon School 


Woodrow Wilson School 


The following miscellaneous work was performed by 
this division: 
Atherton School, new water main. 
Andrew Jackson School, hand washing facilities. 


Boston Technical High School, installation of two science 
tables. 


Boston Trade High School, installation of two soapstone 
sinks and facilities for custodian’s use. 


Brighton High School, minor modernization of plumbing 
system. 


Dearborn School, new science room. 
Dorchester High School, hand washing facilities. 


George H. Conley School, installation of four lavatories 
and four bubbler sinks. 


Hugh O’Brien School, new sinks and gas ranges. 
Hyde Park High School, hand washing facilities. 


Joseph H. Barnes School, installation of dishwashing 
machine and water heater for this equipment. 


Joyce Kilmer School, two new lavatories. 
Mary E. Curley School, installation of six new gas ranges. 


Patrick J. Kennedy School, yard showers for children 
using new paved area. 


24 City DocuMENT No. 20. 


Sophia Ripley School, installation of four lavatories and 
two bubbler sinks. 

Theodore Parker School, installation of three bubbler 
drinking sinks. 

English High School, modernization to an extent to ac- 
commodate the feminine group at this building. 


The major items of work performed by this division 
follow: 
The modernization of plumbing in the following 
schools: 
Thomas F. Leen 
Michelangelo 
Bigelow School 
Work in connection with dishwashing at Boston Latin 
School. 


A tremendous project was the plumbing changes neces- 
sary in order to reoccupy the former Dorchester High 
School for Girls by Girls’ Latin School. 

In addition to the above, every plan and specification 
in connection with the bond issue building program is 
checked by the personnel of this division in order to be 
assured that such plans and specifications comply with 
the requirements of law. ! 


JoHN J. McCorMacxk, 
Acting Head of Division. 


MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR DIVISION 


Although this department had a budgetary allowance 
of approximately 75 per cent of the statutory allowance 
and considering the fact that the preparation of the former 
Dorchester High School for Girls for occupaney by the 
Girls’ Latin School cost $245,000, this division did ac- 
complish much valuable work. 


In addition to the ordinary items of alteration and re- 
pair to school buildings, furniture and other items, 
major work was performed as follows: 


Interior Painting 


Jamaica Plain High School 
Chapman School 

Edward Everett School 
South Boston High School 
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Interior and Exterior Painting 
Theodore Parker School 
William Bacon School 
Brighton High School 
Peter Faneuil School 
Joshua Bates School 
David A. Ellis School 
Charles Sumner School 
Alexander Hamilton School 
East Boston High School 
Roslindale High School 


Sealing of Exterior Walls of Buildings 
Edward Southworth School 
Atherton School 
Boston Latin School in part 
Chapman School 
English High School in part 
Girls High School in part 


General Alterations 
Henry Abrahams School, rebuilding, painting ete. 


Phineas Bates School, general including roofing, pointing 
and painting. 


CoNCLUSION 


Although the budgetary allowances for the department 
were reduced considerably below the statutory allowance, 
the school buildings were maintained in a manner to as- 
sure the health and comfort of each and every occupant 
of the buildings. 

The cooperation of all employees, especially in connec- 
tion with the damage caused by the flood of August, 1955, 
is noteworthy. The cooperation of other agencies in re- 
pairing the flood damage is thoroughly appreciated by me. 

In addition to the employees of this department, I de- 
sire at this time to extend most sincere thanks to his 
Honor Mayor John B. Hynes, Dr. Dennis C. Haley, Super- 
intendent of Public Schools, to the members of the School 
Committee, the Boston Finance Commission, the Board 
of Commissioners of School Buildings, and to other mu- 
nicipal agencies that have been of assistance to me and 
the Department of School Buildings. 

JAMES H. Mooney, 


Superintendent of Construction. 
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APPENDIX II. 


LIST OF SCHOOL BUILDINGS ABANDONED FOR SCHOOL 
PURPOSES, 1924-1955, INCLUSIVE. 


(a) To Administrative Occupancy. 


Bowdoin 
Old Girls’ High 


Abram E. Cutter 
Adams Street 
Auburn 

Bennett Branch 
Blackinton 

Charles E. Daniels 
Clinch 

Commodore Barry 
Cora Etheridge 
Cushman 

Elbridge Smith 
Elizabeth Peabody 
Emerson 

English High 
Everett Street 
Fairmount (Old) 
Florence Street 

F. W. Lincoln 
Freeman 
Frothingham Annex 
G. Putnam 

Grant 

Hancock and Annex 
Harris 

Hawes Hall 

Henry Grew 
Hillside Street 
Hobart Street 
Howard Avenue 
Hugh O’Brien Annex 
Julia Ward Howe Annex 


Andrews 
Cudworth 
Savin Hill 


Dorchester Avenue 


Anne Hutchinson 

Austin 

B. F. Tweed 

Bennett 

Benjamin Pope 

Brandeis Vocational High 
Capen 

Chestnut Avenue 


Washington 


(b) Demolished. 


(c) 


Little Emily 

Louis Prang 

Lowell Annex 
Lyceum Hall 

Myles Standish 
Noble Annex 

North Harvard Street 
Old Baker Street 

Old Continuation 

Old Edward Everett 
Old Eliot 

Old Gibson 

Old Phineas Bates 
Old Thornton Street 
Piermont 

Pormort 

Prescott Annex 
Quincy Street 
Richard C. Humphreys 
Robert Swan 


‘Shurtleff 


Somerset Street 

Tappan 

Thomas Gardner Annex 
Thomas Starr King 
Trescott 

U. 8S. Grant 

Washington Allston Annex 
Washington Street 

Wells Annex 

William C. Bryant 


Vacant. 


Glenway and Annex 
Lafayette 


(d) Leased. 


(e) Sold. 


Simonds 


Christopher Columbus 
Comins 

Cottage Place 

Cyrus Alger 

Damon 

Dixwell Street 

Drake 

Frances Willard 


30 


Germantown 
Girls’ High Annex 
Helen Burgess 
Hemenway 
Henry Vane 
Howard Avenue 
Hull 

Jacob Foss 

John B. Cashman 
Lawrence 
Lucretia Crocker 
Mary Brock 


Mt. Pleasant Avenue 


Nahum Chapin 
Noble 

Old Horace Mann 
Old Parkman 
Paul Jones 
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Paul Revere 
Plummer 

Samuel Dexter 
Samuel G. Howe 
Sharp 

Skinner 

Stephen M. Weld 
Stoughton 

Tyler Street 
Wait 

Walnut Avenue 
Way Street 
Wells 

Wendell Phillips 
William Brewster 
William Brewster Annex 
William Eustis 
Winthrop Street 


August 1952. — Teachers College Buildings consisting of Teachers College, Girls’ Latin 
School, Common Building and Patrick A. Collins Building transferred to Commonwealth 


of Massachusetts. 


1954.—William Wirt Warren School and the Richard Olney School were transferred to 


Commonwealth of Massachusetts. 
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UnoccuPpigp LAND. 
(A.) Land Acquired for School Purposes. 
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Warp. Location. Valua- Square 

tion. Feet. 
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gh Se rien Sie Magnolia Street, Dorchester...............eece ee 7,270 36,313 
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it ree ae Persnmpemoad samaican Plain. ....00.s.s0c0ecee ee 24,634 49,268 
(1) Site for new Henry Grew District School. 
(2) Site for new Elihu Greenwood District School. 
(B.) Vacant Land Due to Demolished Buildings. 
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tion. Feet. 
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Oe hore PIERS ECA TIC OX DUT Var ie renee aie arsieiaiel ois) ei ois dévs Natal aia otaletee 13,879 
Deer aisi aces Memoria sireen Gis Cr BIVAant) iy wacuees Ge wnadsslesemiene mes 6,990 
ASS aan ciate Harbor View Street, Dorchester (C. Etheridge)..... $20,000 27,808 
y thee ba Meeting House Hill (Lyceum Hall)................ 10,550 21,319 
aoe ae mroratt Street, Dorchester... .<..¢c6cc00 cs eases ae es 2,260 19,130 
aire MES ENOOL | SATO AION pis AIT eros Se nk oe ins a ie os Peis wee bes 18,613 
ie taste. PRT ATINO Rs oe eye ene aekele © Oe Fee ble Cries 6,935 12,841 
1 ASCE USTMAR GY Uyete en cier. SPN, od Wrciea? cca c kita. dbo n ule ons 7,344 35,973 
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APPENDIX IV. 


DESCRIPTIVE SCHEDULE OF EXISTING SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS DISCONTINUED FOR PUBLIC 
SCHOOL PURPOSES. 


NOW VACANT OR LEASED. 
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Peni V.—PART 1. 


DESCRIPTIVE SCHEDULE OF ACTIVE SCHOOL 
BUILDINGS. 
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DESCRIPTIVE SCHEDULE OF ACTIVE SCHOOL BUILDINGS DECEMBER 31, 1955. 
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ROTO. dott | Samuel Adams #.............. 20 FnGe | Samuel AGAMs® ccnai/ se paiee aire ees Brigham, Coveney & Bisbee........ SS OLV peo en er | Webster, st., Ela eee, Baer ee meee 40,680 39,407 50 31 12,358 602,066 143,812 94 O 24 908 158 38 0 
POGOe see ese = Samuel W. Mason............. Hugh O’Brien...... VORDHA MOK. ca slchaterislocleisich sheer. a Teche cae eae | Norrolkcave Ox may. si: vias ce nieie’s tame 56,006 17,636 21 76 6,787 444,449 118,324 64 0 27 644 183 73 0 
UO eee eee Sarah Greenwood ®. . 2 William E, Endicott Buk ow slcoxtae pecans si cierals Cicaiare es « I. 2 “ ,,.) Glenway and Harvard sts, Dor..:.... 63,409 5 21,453 43 38 20,584 841,252 275,374 42 0 33 1,116 246 75 0 
ee Soe ees SS eS ee 2 Julia Ward Howe Schweinfurth & Craig.............. « or 8 ae a Perrin 8h ce WOK tat wets eve» acale alvevaenetente als 34,484 26,450 47 20 11,215 674,872 161,194 23 0 24 1,152 139 92 | — 
| 
bo ee eee era Sn POREIR TIRE IORE: BSREULNIAEE rai cl Sci ciele a/0, <u wa ers «c's mre Sea Bide e weed ae see ba ee os Building Purchased: ......06...0.06500 “ F100, 4% LSB CA COn at Aste ai ceieate nieoiss » eemraminnt ena Paks tis WN Np co cleo ae grees AN dal nat Mercier Srensinte 4,645 573,499 |** 435,307 63 EB Casas calles tenors torelke 2 xe 
ST hee | School Administration Annex................ Formerly Bowdoin School.......... BE. M. Wheelwright. ....0..5.....0% Ch jinigh Be) PRS DRTC BG cacisisse. to oitereicls Pes sre ord sie se PS VA POS orca re cre eros Sow erere’s erebbiinas 11 8,469 584,957 109,187 91 019 800 136 46 1 
| ee ee ee ReNeA CARP PNTIRII LEMONY SUCEISEUE GD) PRONG 2 ore 5c nies ink 6 ww ai aaiedl aw Susi Gaimrnc aiecameleigin's wiereie Building Purchased................ « I, a. Story or |) 4408Brookline)ave can. criss sissies xs POO aime gr Ith octce marcas aet Gis Sa etna as aed cd rataterata ete aor 29,584) he iccotlerree ace FE 169,088 00 fo jes:sscbomoe oles 
ee eee School Buildings, Department of............. Formerly Washington School....... Biverett: & Mead cain aces aisca naicene is Tard tStories as hoNOLM AT Bb ute ye cisioe  telnaiee craiecaecanas’ 24,889 196,568 50 16 24,889 1,311,823 325,541 60 0 28 1,560 208 68 | — 
Bee cs Liven Sete | School Buildings, Department of .33 POS MOPS Cri I oregon se walhbartin era sole ais Ok are dinay oe ah dnisi@mlee's Seer Ve a 4 ees WisiNewton: Sts cares. asl acscr eletae 37,480 B27 2V2 OO) Bibeateac certo 26,482 1 924,918 452,513 00 OF 2S Fie Pee hor 0 
LL RE ee ERR <5 Cac aralatnid otra capes ot TAsRoomr Gr SBErwilta a ale. os ieie ale teree cs Gils oie Emerson & Fehner..............+5 eT Vy ee ene el IVA TIS ONS .5 ELON aie, -%e7., tela mieieteteler ovo}e/ai © 32,040 22,428 00 27 10,550 682,585 103,906 53 015 800 129 88 0 
TOS. (Counts es Solomon Lewenberg........... 40 « _I.- | Solomon Lewenberg Intermediate Desmond: de Word sercasereticnte cieveiors « 3 * 5. 2\ Outlookiand Byersirds\, Dorsiices: ss 179,477 65,007 60 89 36,506 1,560,291 755,569 39 0 49 1,600 472 23 il 
Shs sew ae es Sophia W. Ripley............. 12 = E. eG Ss we tos cin lelicists woaiciete 2%) ave eels Haroldvky Daiie , sees been t never “ Erg Bee ee Lern pleat. Wiswkvaltiivnns catetelesciatele steveisls 60,720 21,206 87 93 8,128 9,638 146,498 97 0 42 564 259 75 0 
Lo a es South Boston High 7*—*—3,_...38 Rooms  |.............. 2 6 aS OOO CHC RMAC OOS Merberts) wtal ee icis.|ctaiele ae orale seis “ Eee ee oe aot) COMES DES Bh cic. a- ave, ee tilem ovancaaveraels 124,571 23, 893-80 9% Wincrtaleleeverat ateve 50,367 1,857,175 343,719 76 0 23 pi 2 eee 1 
CE eee an Serer Spencer Memorial............. 4 * Charlestown High Annex........... George 8S. McLaughlin............. 4 Tear ch ie 3 Crossiave. and Crossist.,.Chan 7 \.a0 = 6,280 LO; TSC SOOlP Ailes cathe 2s 4,340 224,652 199,654 62 0 90 200 998 27 0 
io a Theodore Lyman.............. 15 be Geo ih) Pheodorethyman i fois. sisiereiscice awe Bryant:& Rogers ia ie neal Gawew sees ee! ee as. > J. .4 Paris and Gove-ats,, HB. Be... ceseu es 26,200 13,500 00 22 9,826 657,533 114,372 60 0 17 750 152 50 0 
i, ee ee ee imodars PEFERr sac... ..e dees 3 Rooms P Bangtelow ses o vclctiien ses sic qoccric ASTANA STNG Seok oon deooanupoone « IV. 1S8tory Cea tre Mig Wakes nhs nere/ela x atdclemwiels 28,052 15,000 00 129 5,379 112,070 52,250 54 0 47 176 296 88 0 
OSS cee se Theodore Roosevelt #*—#%—37_...20 Ap | Theodore Roosevelt Intermediate....| Joseph J. Driscoll.....:........... ts I. 2 Stories Bichooliates OX etehl> aratersis cist mirelelels 37,593 63 21 23,155 848,278 353,958 42 0 48 880 446 92 0 
oy = lee hones AW Hingis oo. << cee sins 40 ay | Thomas A. Edison Intermediate..... Allbright and Blaney.............. ty ioe ee Glenmontiirds. Brien servers cnetne ites TAS TBS. OO Wakccereiacevaeoiele level oferta’ 62 36,017 1,518,989 629,625 55 0 42 1,600 393 52 0 
Thomas Francis Leen.......... 4 Rooms P Henry L. Pierce. ....60. cee esos WVGUE AG BENE. Creda nocnovonyooonus SUV  LiStoryse esc alley, Sb.) OF are re aansre Sidi nls Ro coaboul relents eB ing essmlc tem |rnonmttarei oieleteyartetatatererctel lair epate terete lays 5,222 116,485 58,519 25 0 50 176 | 332 50! 0 
Thomas Gardner 7°............ 22 <> G. op Phomas Gardner ooo ciae cle aos oe o's eis Stickney @ Austin. 2 ccm cee scisns Le I. 3 Stories...| Athol and Brentwood sts., Bri........ 60:08 lee ea ILE he srercareterstee cs 38 15,930 932,976 140,267 57 019 1,166 182 17 0 
Thomas J. Kenny *............ 17 5 meCarse PMN tere ice cte ech mater crakear, siniererorgca/ AS acer A OLN T CA Y-aatevatatsvsraiclsi- ei-fepetarsterets « Y. 929“. 3.) Oak aves and Delmont st., Dor... ....).. 72,159 31,022 75 86 12,253 566,291 194,024 11 0 57 698 606 32 0 
homea IN, Barto cies ccc nies 13 y G PE OMIAS ON LEAL G siete dis eirarats(ayo.s.ciat oal APES Vin lee ay ta ociateintcteneolscatielee iD Nes) Bo baste Ritth sts S.: Esh.e-a « saisalectaaiereis les 26,264 30,000 00 25 9,715 629,512 130,999 61 0 21 650 201 54 0 
Pees cecnaal fer Gait So eas israihas wanes’ Prinoes <5. Skaeme asd xarcc SAraavervenst Building Purchased................ . ie base EG TNR Bei cal ius. oo eM neimins, areiehal’e 12,000 aeiaina a tarecd a iaidle) «| eeeauk Roepe ee 11,378 846,523 |** 366,500 00 Ges NNocceshiare a Pa cine aon eters — 
UMMC Ste trea. = Acie va cvs mctornl® PRS OCI NL UN CEC rR ae rie mre conte iT Seas aie ve euavenat ev eliate aha oteac tao Sade 'e widedierei'e weave eo Vee 2 ee Summer sts, Chanipnis. cr ciece sl cone (eles LAS22 eee Mee inateste onesies hima 12 5,694 DUFAOBS VOC vee a Hettaioe os ZOO) NEO Srua 0 
fo Sie eee | Washington Allston........ ....10 Rooms G, | Washington Allston................ Georg era Glove hin deme erect diate Se Lycee2 omelet | (Cambridgest,) risa. oases 22,000 6,068 12 27 8,520 436,654 47,923 71 0 11 500 95 85 | — 
Pee i) Washington [ SR aA arr eee ee & Washington Irving. Sturgis Associates, Inc. ae & I 3% ~...| Cummins Highway, W.R. 145,351 19,325 00 Mavihtaxsiee stale nid 37,552 1,666,501 715,185 56 0 43 1,400 510 85 0 
Pa S gt rving , 
RGU Gea ep Wei ee, Sr Re eee carob a. « 2 Lan A Hiihw Greenwood on.c2. ccs cc seein red) As Fall. tnesven iscc.ce mete crestnett & Vi. 2 Story Highland st, HAP tact cine eve ZZiOOO ey TT lerratoretascseteevevetesapetale weve) ars 190 2,962 ,519 4,548 58 0 06 100 45 4% |= 
| é 
> 62 ee ee William Bacon................10 Rooms P. Bora lerye terete re eatate a atcle aera taialet aie siajer ell DATES) MEULCAY 5h forerainnn a)2.) ae lrierniel es “IV. 2 Stories Vernon st. Rox Cc. cons atau nea aie sieie ae 25,672 A SE RS Pa CT TACT RC 33 9,193 523,243 80,288 40 015 500 160 58 0 
1502 Be See | William Barton Rogers #-#14. 370 “ I. William Barton Rogers Intermediate,| Loring & Phipps.................. CEVA eh Eiverety str klan beret cls ierkeenl mo cetal ele 8 73,586 at OP omaaceoncce 26,485 1,653,345 76,400 00 017 Es lea lhe icy a0 cea 0 
oe et ee MEMUeDIeRNEEAIG Coe ee Ss ROOA Cr. |) Wells. 224s an ete: eesiisiaves/ree| Earrison-EH, AtWOOG 4. .\5:<.<:6,<.0.<:0's, 0: Li 1 ta Oya aL BS TOSEONT SUS eee ed cbhciea:« hoseroie.ctare.e) eeysi 33,219 175,500 00 20 _11,759 720,840 170,482 84 0 24 1,056 161 44 | — 
Ape ge GE Willian, Bradford ™:........s.. ic = oP | Roger Wolcott ie6 0. occ shess John Lavelle....... pee ey ict “Tvl 2 « Milewvoudeen Dene. ete aha 41,052 6,155 80 49 8,230 | 367,177| 42:71404| 017| ‘eee | 114 82| 0 
OT RR A eae William E. Endicott........... 10 ae William E. Endicott............... James E. MecLaughlin.............. . D ee ats Miclellan' st. ; WO Or ae sercciere sarees sie 38,867 3,874 05 65 7,965 334,404 79,057 77 O 24 476 166 09 0 
TORS 5 eS. William E. Russell #........... 18 * EB. ) Willan EP Russell joo. os oeiecieseais Jamies, Muleadhy ssi. ejaisertorccienas «ore e 1G. de Columbia "rdiy Dorin tein cintdeindeetereisie-s 56,079 29,250 00 42 15,473 900,215 188,524 56 0 21 976 192 14] 0 
Skah ciate stasis William Ellery Channing *.....16 Rooms E Henry. Grows cos nce seianem)o a 0.0 Cains vobe M.. Gray Company... i). ).. 0... * i in  e. | Sunnyside st.) He Poi sa ones as casos 49,940 5,992 80 55 10,417 433,431 189,638 39 0 66 718 557 76 0 
i308 eS ek ee William H. Kent.............. is larvae Sone aides woes 3 Bane E. M. Wheelwright................ “ Iv. 2 “ ...} Moulton st., Chan.............0e000: 15,817 anne cess tees sense eeeee 40 3,860 230,756 53,485 43 | 0 23 300 | 178 08 | 0 
TT ee Be es | William Howard Taft *—u3................. William Howard Taft Intermediate. . E. M. iW heelwrightinycrys s/c crererete os DVen Sue anor al Cama DMA ge a. Tiere ariaicisjafeterrtecye seis) 83,234 40837952 Bea cmeccoee 6 19,688 1,020,163 222,200 41 O22 aarcretes ieee 0 
Tita este | William Lloyd Garrison 5-58. 40 Rooms P. William Lloyd Garrison............ Newhall’& Blevins.....50¢.4.000 0.60% “ | ge he Hutchings) st.,, RO gs. diene cisis0 0's ale.0s 62,371 21,672 60 34 15,541 646,347 157,070 98 0 33 1,082 193 44 0 








+ 11,699 Sq. Ft. Sold to Boston Edison Co. Original Area, 67,249. Also perpetual rights and easements purchased December 18, 1951, per authorization of Board of Sale for $600. 























** Includes Cost of Land, 
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DESCRIPTIVE SCHEDULE OF ACTIVE SCHOOL BUILDINGS DECEMBER 31, 1955.— Concluded. 
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csi sei NAME. District. ARCHITECT. Dnscrirtion. Location or Lor. Arga oF Lot. Cost or Lor. Rea ees Jp ed ia ORIGINAL ti No | Cosr #/@s/@| ¢ 

a ha : BuILpina. PER zilas| 2 5 

ScHOOLYARD. BouILpina. Cusic oF Pare 5 | od] 2] 3 

Foor. | Purits. Hee BS i 3 

| 

ERO chun Wane se William MeNinley.....,....... 8R s P. PRE Rar Does cake KS Coemaeee Parker, Thomas & Rice............ ype Es poo LOTLes cored |ola MEATS Sins «, occiare wreleyehsinis erais<.savens 44,345 $55,000 00 108 6,450 246,475 | $120,998 14 $0 49 352 | $343 74 0 0 1 0 

2 ee DSM! ok Ss. : Sh Aa ee eae a ia ie William Lloyd Garrison. ......5..... HM: Wheelwright. ....cc02 neces ee tVe ve i ...| Homestead st., Rox. a 26,145 7,058 88 113 3,560 148,274 40,242 40 0 27 200 201 21 0 0 0 0 

ERSG. A esccea ce os LU 2 | ee eae 18 be P. | Wendell Phillips Be Serene rehYer oo art UNS ET ee WATINUE strict oaetovelbcvelsiefe\els/eyacererscec Lees MEE Ie Fees LOSS OUI Sb ae etevorera tt cuciais. svaleihsr ote suoraresanete ESS 205 2) Seems all et ePvste (vel vietale atsjere eee enistetis 9 8,220 466,358 115,069 24 0 25 900 127 85.|} — | — 1};— 

LOOE. wases ons PR TERRNATY SE ooo Gonals. 6 Sone ieiaienn 18 Rooms P. PADRE s craretslcsere ss bretersicien acer Site’ | Whitman & Hood:......6.0.5.0-.- EV ta bs IDighpomate LEU savets «erent eres erases ae UR Witatantg oath siete) statin a vatah nieve wih 28 10,475 571,041 116,790 20 0 22 864 194 65 0 0 0 0 

EOE Woodrow Wilson............ ..40 7 Wood Wilsoron Gone saitelscs ae John M. Gray Company........... fe a2 SE a eLULLCLOLn AVC) DOLCE s oc crctstesc otipiel atta 115,412 67,343 10 49 36,412 1,538,358 574,596 18 0 37 1,600 359 12 1 1 1 1 

1900. Sires ecca eee W. ae vere a5 cer eaers 8 si P Beary Te Hisense Ge Sete ee Tames: Mulcahy... cai siciee s alesis CE Vite aan eee |e MnTOe Btw tOX Snares. om eines oeieere oc WPGR UD oa  GIGRA Sr S nonanennes aos 29 5,881 250,979 53,457 60 0 21 400 133 64 | — | — | —}] — 
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Norrs on Appenpices IV anp V. 

I— Intermediate. _G— Elementary, higher grades. _ P.— Elementary, lower grades. 
K.— Kindergarten. ©M— Manual Training. S.—Special. T.— Trade School. D.— 
Domestie Science. E.— Elementary, lower grades. 

The cost of building does not include the architect's commission. 

aa cost of the buildings erected between 1875 and 1894 taken from City Architect’s Report, 
1 2 


Previous to 1909, in counting rooms only classrooms are taken, and pupils are averaged at 
fifty to a room; since 1909, rated number of pupils and cost per pupil are figured by actual 
seating capacity of building according to size of classrooms. 


Type I Bureprnc — Building of incombustible materials in all structural parts; exterior 
bearing walls and frames are of four-hour fire-resistive construction, and floors and roof of 
three-hour fire-resistive construction, and furnish protection of three-hour fire-resistive rating 
against the spread of fire. 


Typs IV Buruprne — Building with exterior bearing walls of masonry or other construction 
= neasineebis materials of four-hour fire-resistive construction, and frames, floors and roof 
of wood. 


Type VI Bumprse — Building with walls, frames, floors and roof of wood. 


* Cost of land and building. 
+ Used in common with Girls’ Latin and Teachers College. 
t Cost includes skeleton second story of thirteen future classrooms. 
1 The cost of this building includes cost of repairing adjoining property. 


5Six of thirteen classrooms on second floor completed, 1937, $40,131.27, Thomas F. 
McDonough, Architect. 


6 Six-room addition built, 1917, $52,475.56, Desmond & Lord, Architects. 


® Mansard roof replaced by flat roof, reducing cube by 89,860 cubic feet and removing two 
classrooms and assembly hall, 1940, W. P. A. 


12 Includes three kindergarten rooms. Five classrooms, manual training room and assembly 
hall added, 1913, Maginnis & Walsh, Architects. 


1% Ten classrooms, six shops, added, 1937, $423,610.49, McLaughlin & Burr, Architects. 

1? Ten classrooms, five shops, added, 1936, $300,406.73, Joseph G. McGann, Architect. 

19 Three rooms, assembly hall and gymnasium added, 1913, James E. McLaughlin, Architect. 

20 Four-room addition built in 1904 and six-room addition built in 1908, C. B. Perkins, Archi- 
tect. 

21 Addition built in 1926, $355,422.96, Andrews, Jacques & Rantoul, Architects. 

23 Six-room addition built, 1907, $47,914.40, Schoolhouse Department, Architects. 


34 Alterations made in original school, 1908, $22,973.40, Wheelwright & Haven, Architects. 
Additions, containing thirty-three rooms and assembly hall, built in 1908, $433,256.95, 
Wheelwright & Haven, Architects. 


3¢ Eighteen-room addition, 1910, Hartwell, Richardson & Driver, Architects. 

28 New building in rear for sheet metal shop, 1940, W. P. A. 

2s Eight-room addition, 1909, C. Howard Walker, Architect. 

® Pitched roof and one floor replaced by flat roof, reducing cube by 116,956 cubic feet and 
removing two classrooms and assembly hall, 1940, W. P. A. 

»Unexcavated sections in front part of building excavated and two new shops added, in- 
creasing cube by 58,699 cubic feet, 1940, W. P. A. 


Type I construction except roof. 





33 Right rooms and gymnasium addition, 1910, eleven rooms, 1911, Coolidge & Carlson, Archi- 
tects. 


35 Unexcavated section in corridor part of building excavated and four miscellaneous rooms 
added, increasing cube by 48,618 cubic feet, 1940, W. P. A. 


36 Land donated to town of Hyde Park by Mrs. Hemenway. 

37 Gymnasium added, W. P. A. labor, 1941. 

38 Thirteen rooms and study hall addition built, 1912, James H. Ritchie, Architect. 

39 Four classrooms, manual training and cooking room added, 1912, H. L. Wardner, Architect. 
40 Six-room addition built, 1913, H. H. Atwood, Architect. 

43 42,737 square feet transferred from old town of Dorchester. 

44 Six-room addition built in 1913, Brigham, Coveney & Bisbee, Architects. 


45 Addition built, 1914, contains assembly hall and master’s office, $19,626.39, Edward I. 
Wilson, Architect. 


48 Right rooms and assembly hall added, 1914, $69,795.29, Charles K. Cummings, Architect. 
48 Two-room addition built, 1907, Schoolhouse Department, Architects. 

60 Addition built, 1917, $58,588.03, J. A. Schweinfurth, Architect. 

51 Eight rooms and two shops added, 1918, $90,919.50, Newhall & Blevins, Architects. 

58 Ten-room addition added, 1920, $123,108.52, Charles R. Greco, Architect. 


54 Contains assembly hall, twenty rooms added, 1921, $244,746.20, Joseph McGuinness, 
C. Howard Walker, Associate Architects. 


5 Amount paid for 53,409 square feet, $35,000, and 10,000 square feet of land presented to 
city as a memorial to Sarah Greenwood. 


66 Portion of yard of George F. Hoar School used by pupils of Norcross School. 


59 When two or more schools are located on same lot, area per pupil is calculated on basis of 
total number of pupils in the two or more schools. 


60 Kight-room addition built, 1920, James E. McLaughlin, Architect, $95,453.44. 
63 Cost of lot included in George Putnam. 

64 Assembly hall built, 1923, $57,620.94, Newhall & Blevins, Architects. 

6 Two-room addition built, 1923, $30,715, Wells & Dana, Architects. 

86 Six-room addition built, 1923, $127,778.25, C. J. Bateman, Architect. 


87 Two classrooms, two shops and assembly hall added, 1925, $60,257.60, Blackall & Elwell, 
Architects, 


«® Four-room addition, including assembly hall, built, 1924, $144,408.34, Frank Irvin Cooper 
Corporation, Architects. 


68 Two-room addition built, 1924, $43,980, Joseph J. Driscoll, Architect. 

70 Hight rooms and one shop added, 1924, $151,350.86, J. A. Schweinfurth, Architect. 
71 Six-room addition built, 1924, $143,596.16, McLaughlin & Burr, Architects. 

78 Above costs for alterations only. Purchase price of land and buildings, $125,000. 


74 Seven rooms, two shops, two miscellaneous rooms and one lunchroom added, 1925 
$201,520.08, John F, Cullen, Architect. 


7 Four-room addition built, 1926, $43,311.32, Michael A. Dyer, Architect. 
76 Four-room addition built, 1926, $80,674.30, Mulhall & Holmes, Architects. 
78 Twelve-room addition built, 1926, $256,920.61, Charles R. Greco, Architect. 


19 Six rooms, four shops and one miscellaneous room added, 1926, $253,160.10, Joseph J 
Driscoll, Architect. 


40 Additional shops built, 1926, $349,463.04, McLaughlin & Burr, Architects. 


81 Second unit — thirteen rooms, three shops, one miscellaneous room, assembly hall, lunch- 
room, one library—added, 1926, $505,551, C. Howard Walker, Architect. 


#2 Land transferred from Park Department, formerly Eagle Hill Playground. Cost of,prepara- 
tion of site, $109,000. 

83 Cost of alterations only. Purchase price of land and building, $37,500. 

84 Third unit of thirteen rooms and one miscellaneous room added, 1927, $184,000, John M. 
Gray Company, Architects. 

8 Two-room addition built, 1927, $40,209.75, Allbright and Blaney, Architects. 

86 Seven rooms and one shop added, 1928, $134,491.76, John M. Gray Company, Architects. 


88 Six-room addition built, 1929, $106,525.90, A. J. Carpenter, Architect. 
89 Six-room addition built, 1930, $72,718.74, A. J. Carpenter, Architect. 


90 Addition consisting of auditorium and shops built, 1930, $243,874.17, John M. Gray Com- 
pany, Architects. 


91 Nine-room addition built, 1930, $94,590.04, John M. Gray Company, Architects. 

9 Four-room addition built, 1930, $66,013.23, Funk & Wilcox, Architects. 

93 Hight-room addition built, 1930, $96,019.81, George Nelson Jacobs Associates, Architects. 
94 Four-room addition built, 1931, $42,300, Department of School Buildings, Architects. 

96 Seven-room addition built, 1930, $57,759.14, Dana Somes, Architect. 

96 Nine-room addition built, 1931, $106,703, John M. Gray Company, Architects. 

97 Four-room addition built, 1932, $68,458.92, John F. Cullen, Architect. 

9 Four-room addition built, 1932, $68,691.00, John F. Cullen, Architect. 

99 Includes skeleton second story. 

100 Forty-two room addition built, 1933, McLaughlin & Burr, Architects, $705,060.20. 

101 Four-room addition built, 1933, Department of School Buildings, Architects, $45,680.87. 
102 Four-room addition built, 1933, Joseph H. McGann, Architect, $51,800.00. 

108 Four-room addition (2d) built, 1934, Thomas F. MeDonough, Architect, $33,977.00. 


10§ Eighteen rooms, three shops, gymnasium, lunchroom added, 1934, Department of School 
Buildings, Architects, $244,918.60. 


105 12,500 square feet land taken. Fourteen classrooms, three shops and lunchroom added, 
1935, cost $269,680, Charles R. Greco, Architect. 


107 Six unfinished rooms on second floor. Completed by W. P. A. labor, 1938. 
1068 Three unfinished rooms. Completed by W. P. A. labor, 1938. 
109 Boston Trade School, seven new shops added, 1939, $74,394.27, Joseph J. Driscoll, Architect. 


10 High School of Practical Arts, three rooms with three miscellaneous rooms and domestic 
science suite, 1939, $84,117.68, Killiam, Hopkins & Greeley, Architects. 


111 Robert Gould Shaw School, previous assembly hall removed and new assembly hall and 
gymnasium, 1939, $123,328.45, Harold Field Kellogg, Architect. 


12 William Howard Taft School, sixteen rooms with two miscellaneous rooms, one shop and 
boys’ and girls’ cafeterias, 1939, $241,460.74, Maginnis and Walsh, Architects. 


n3 Garage Addition — 1952 — J. A. McPherson, Architect, $179,107.07. 
u4 Five rooms and kindergarten addition, 1952, T. F. McDonough, Architect, $186,617.84, 
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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


BOSTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION 


FOR THE 


YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 1955. 


Boston, January 15, 1956. 


Hon. JoHN B. Hyngs, 
Mayor of Boston. 
DEAR SIR: 
I have the honor to submit herewith the annual 
report of the Boston Traffic Commission for the year 
ending December 31, 1955. 


Respectfully submitted, 


WILLIAM ARTHUR REILLY, 
Traffic Commissioner. 


Sn Memoriam 


Those who have died while in the employ of the 
Boston Traffic Commission. 


WiuraM P. Hickey, Commissioner, March 6, 1947 
* * * 
Puitiep T. Desmonp, Chief Traffic Engineer, 
September 29, 1954 


* * SS 


WituiaAM J. Kiupurr, October 3, 1931 
ALBERT T. SHEA, April 20, 1937 
Harry D. Semon, August 7, 1938 
Neat J. Harrineton, May 24, 1943 
Simon A. VENO, February 28, 1946 
WiuuiAmM J. Donwerty, February 2, 1949 
Leo F. Keurty, May 1, 1949 

Ropert J. McCann, March 22, 1951 
M. Linu1an Hines, November 19, 1952 
GEORGE A. DunBaAr, August 22, 1954 





GENERAL SERVICES 
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DEPARTMENTAL PERSONNEL 


Traffic Commissioner, WILLIAM ARTHUR REILLY 
Executive Secretary, Witt1AM T. DoyYLE 


Chief Traffic Engineer, Timoruy J. O’CONNOR 


Engineering Staff 
Josepu M. Gaueorta, Principal Traffic Engineer (Electrical) 
WIiLuiAM E. FLANAGAN, Principal Traffic Engineer 
BERNARD J. Dunn, Senior Traffic Engineer 
Patrick F. TreERNEY, Assistant Designing Engineer 
Tuomas F. MacDona.p, Junior Civil Engineer 
Rosert F. Drummonp, Senior Civil Engineering Drafts- 
man 
Safety Education Division 


THEODORE J. Hoppn, Director of Traffic Safety Education 
(assigned to Mayor’s Automotive Advisory Committee, 
1953) 


RALPH §8. KouroyENn, Accident Research Analyst 

WILLIAM CantTILLo, Senior Traffic Investigator 

JosEpH A. CROWLEY, Senior Traffic Investigator 

EuGENE J. Ferris, Driver-Training Inspector (assigned to 
Mayor’s Automotive Advisory Committee, 1953) 


Traffic Investigation Division 


Francis J. LAUGHLIN, Chief Traffic Investigator 

ANDREW ALLAN, Senior Traffic Investigator 

Henry L. CALDWELL, Senior Traffic Investigator 

Joun J. CorKerRy, Senior Traffic Investigator 

CHARLES G. Happap, Senior Traffic Investigator 

Rosert D. Hatau, Senior Traffic Investigator 

Water I’. Hennessey, Senior Traffic Investigator 

CuarLes H. Kina, Senior Traffic Investigator 

WitiraM A. Moriarty, Senior Traffic Investigator 

ErNEst G. Carpio, Traffic Investigator 

Henry K. Lypon, Traffic Investigator 

Rosert T. McLaueuuin, Traffic Investigator 

Harry M. Murpny, Traffic Investigator 

JouN F. TEEenan, Traffic Investigator 

Artuur M. Crionan, Parking Meter Collector (assigned to 
Traffic Investigation Division—on leave of absence) 
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Electrical Inspection Division 


Micwaen T. Garney, Chief Traffic Signal Inspector 
WitumaM F. Fenton, Traffic Signal Inspector 
FraNK L. Huppusston, Traffic Signal Inspector 
JAMES J. PENDER, Traffic Signal Inspector 
Francis J. Sonar, Traffic Szgnal Inspector 


Secretarial Staff 


Marie A. Mauer, Head Administrative Clerk 

EVELYN V. SuLuivan, Head Clerk and Hearing Stenographer 

Mary MacDonatp, Head Clerk 

GERTRUDE M. Travers, Senior Cashier 

Ropert E. WANDERS, Principal Accounts Clerk 

Grace HE. Macxnry, Senior Clerk and Typist 

BarRBARA L. ScoLPoNEtI, Senior Clerk and Stenographer 

LORRAINE Moser, Telephone Operator 

Henry T. Barry, Senior Clerk 

Frances X. Beran, Senior Clerk and Stenographer (as- 
1a to Mayor’s Automotive Advisory Committee, 

WiuuraM L. Durry, Clerk and Messenger (on military leave 
of absence) 


Electrical Maintenance Division 


James HE. Datey, Traffic Signal Supervisor 

Leonarp M. VanGemert, Assistant Traffic Signal Super- 
visor 

Cyrit J. Newton, Principal Clerk and Typist 

Tuomas J. Connon, Electrical Equipment Repairman 

LEONARDO GRANA, Electrical Equipment Repairman 

WiuuraM F. Anern, Traffic Signal Repairman 

Hurap ApJEMIAN, T'raffic Signal Repairman 

FREDERICK M. BACHOFNER, JR., Traffic Signal Reparrman 

JAMES I’. ELWELL, Traffic Signal Repairman 

Cart O. Lunpsere, Traffic Signal Repairman 

Paut C. McSuHans, Traffic Signal Repairman 

Francis V. Ryan, Traffic Signal Repairman 

Epmunp J. SULLIVAN, T'raffic Signal Repairman 

Haroip G. Sawyer, T'raffic Signal Repairman 


Parking Meter Division 


Pau V. DirxsmMeyeErR, Parking Meter Supervisor 
Haro.p F. Ler, Senior Parking Meter Collector 
WituuM J. Breapy, Principal Accounts Clerk 
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Artuur E. Burks, Parking Meter Collector 
RAYMOND CAVALLERO, Parking Meter Collector 
Joun F. DempsEy, JRr., Parking Meter Collector 


GENE J. DIBENEDETTO, Parking Meter Collector (on mili- 
tary leave) 


SALVATORE H. Ippoxitro, Parking Meter Collector 
Ira G. Jonss, Parking Meter Collector 

Petrer L. KENNEY, Parking Meter Collector 
Wiuu1aAM D. LAUBENSTEIN, Parking Meter Collector 
JosepH F. Miuurarp, Parking Meter Collector 

Lreo W. Recan, Parking Meter Collector 

NorMAN R. SHINE, Parking Meter Collector 

Marco TrerMINE, Parking Meter Collector 
Morean E. Wuire, Parking Meter Collector 


FRANK J. Jacoss, Head Parking Meter Repair and Mainte- 
nance Man 


JAMES W. SuLLIVAN, Parking Meter Maintenance Foreman 
TERRANCE D. O’CoNnNER, Parking Meter Repairman 

JoHN W. Travers, Parking Meter Repairman 

Henry C. Ciark, Jr., Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Henry C. Couiuen, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
JosEPH B. Dickny, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Rosert L. Doan, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
GrorGE J. FLemine, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Raymonp K. Fry8, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Epwin D. Itsutry, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 

Joun J. Meenan, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Wiuuiam M. Moonsy, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Epwarp E. Moscueiia, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Weston W. Parxksr, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
KENNETH H. J. Parks, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Francis RossEuio, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
FRANK SHIMONE, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
JEREMIAH V. SULLIVAN, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
GREGORIO Voct, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 

JosEPH I’. Watsu, Parking Meter Maintenance Man 
Harry O. Coon, Jr., Parking Meter Clock Repairman 
Emory J. Davis, Parking Meter Clock Repairman 
ANDREW J. QUINTILLIANI, Parking Meter Clock Repairman 
JosEPH J. FRusciaANnTE, Motor Equipment Operator 
STEPHEN EK. McNetn, Motor Equipment Operator 

MANUEL F. RopriquEz, Motor Equipment Operator 
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Traffic Sign Section 


Joun F. Montaomery, Traffic Sign Supervisor 
Tuomas H. McAtenny, Traffic Sign Foreman 
Epwarp H. Frreuson, Senior Storekeeper 

Tuomas F. Metta, Working Foreman 

JERRY BaRLeTrTA, Sign Painter 

JosEepH A. MuLuoney, Sign Painter 

JoHN Hurry, Spray Painter 

Joun J. Scuutrz, Spray Painter 

Dupuy B. Watsu, Heavy Motor Equipment Operator 
Jamps A. AnpERSON, T'raffic Sign Maintenance Man 
Epmunp C. Burke, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
Artuur A. CALLAHAN, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
ALEXANDER J. Cassipy, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
JoHN J. DELANEY, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
JouHNn J. Ditton, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
JosEpH D. Herrernan, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
Earu V. Kine, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 

Lzxo F. McGonrete, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
James J. McGratt, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
James E. Murpny, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
JosEpH PrazzA, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
WiuraM F. Roonsy, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
Domenic H. Toro, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 


Motor Equipment Maintenance Section 


WiuuiaM F. Kinsman, Motor Equipment Repair Foreman 

GxrorcGe Farran, Working Foreman, Motor Equipment Repair- 
man 

Grorce H. Hosmer, Motor Equipment Repairman 


Building Maintenance Section 


Parrick F. SHEEHAN, Building Maintenance Mechanic 
Frank A. BaronowskI, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 
JosepH Perxkus, Traffic Sign Maintenance Man 


Retirements in 1955 


I el PASONS cin 4.0 8 a wtaide'sw as 26 years service 
FLORENCE M. HuRTER......... 26 years service 
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1. Personal Services 1954 


Permanent employees $494,132 02 
Temporary employees 10,194 55 
Overtime . 3,154 13 
$507,480 70 
2. Contractual Services 
Communications $4,102 65 
Light, heat and power 39,097 62 
Repairs and maintenance 
of buildings and struc- 
ture . J 1,754 76 
Repairs and servicing of 
equipment 6,149 63 
Transportation of persons . 3,018 25 
Other contractual services 42,090 98 
$96,573 89 
3. Supplies and Materials 
Automotive supplies and 
materials . $5,731 93 
Heating supplies and ma- 
terials 2,662 73 
Household supplies | and 
materials . ‘ 1,132 02 
Medical, dental and hos- 
pital ‘supplies and ma- 
terials : 1 67 
Office supplies and materi- 
als . 3,058 58 
Other supplies and materi- 
als 1s: . : : ’ 34,166 65 
$46,759 58 


4. Current Charges and Obligations 
Other current charges and 


obligations $656 50 
5. Equipment 

Automotive equipment $4,845 68 

Office furniture and equip- 
ment : Z 519 65 
Other equipment 8,662 60 
$14,027 93 
Grand totals . $665,498 60 


1955 
$486,254 45 
26,585 47 
3,039 92 


$515,879 84 


$4,157 58 
41,722 88 


4,760 79 
4,878 94 


3,745 84 
12,587 72 


$71,853 75 


$6,968 51 
2,364 36 
1,460 44 


5 40 
5,240 28 
57,030 65 


$73,069 64 


$681 60 


$1,563 00 


4,841 64 


6,404 64 


$667,889 47 
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VARIOUS ACTIVITIES SUMMARIZED 


Bus Stop Permits 
New bus stops established in 1955: 


Peemoounsen iransit Authority... 8 «os 59 
Total RCO fe ak Sg ee gk ve 59 

Stops cancelled in 1955: 
Metropolitan Transit Authority. . . . . . 13 
Total at Nias ok) Tie brilsiryy vet quis 13 


Total existing bus stop permits in 1955: 


Airways Transportation Company 2 
Boston & Maine Transportation Company 1 
Boston, Worcester, New York Street Railway Company 2 
Dedhayh Transit Company .. ; 1 
Eastern Massachusetts Street Raia Company bleh 10 
Gray Line Samir ‘ 4 
Hart Bus Line : ; : : ; : 
Metropolitan Transit Pathority. . Pel at en akeht ot 1,322 
Pierce Bus Line... en Pee Qeeen eee 1 
Rapid Transit Company, an An Ee” ie CNT ee a 2 
Total hk ee TaN ee ee a ee 1,346 


Loading Zones — 1955 


Paid loading zones renewed wee ate SG 1,089 
No charge loading zones aeitne, feoheale hospitals, 
etc.) . . : ; ‘ ‘ ; : : : : : 345 
Total : ‘ : : : : : : A; 1,434 
Revenue from loading zone permits mew auere |e $27,338.63 


Parking Meters 


Parking meters installed in 1955 (new)... oe He, 481 
Existing number of parking meters (December 31, 1955) . 8,393 
Revenue from parking meters . : : ane . $568,143.96 


Permits (special temporary) — 1955 


Parade permits issued Par Par shel oa Sarid 100 
Emergency (road construction, etc. ) ; , : : F 139 
Total Peer ee Smee ed | Ser eran es 239 


Roadway Painting and Signs — 1955 


Miles of roadway painted. recs Peer! 125 
Number of signs placed during 1955 fair ¢ RAAF, 2,169 
Number of old signs replaced during 1955. : . Est. 10,000 


Total number of permanent signs maintained . . Est. 30,806 
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Speed Distribution Studies — 1955 
Number of studies made with radar equipment . . . 1 
Number of observations made. ==. 0 ee 5,314 


Traffic Investigations — 1955 


Miscellaneous investigations :  . . . . 9s) %s 740 
Parking studies made. ; : ; ; ; 127 
Number of vehicles observed in perk stds Pet PD er SYA 
Special investigations as result of correspondence Hee rs 750 


Traffic Rules (new in 1955): 


Heavy commercial vehicles excluded . ° . . . . 1 
One-way streets... © . ° iss 1 4) hie ass ee 54 
Parking prohibitions ~ «|... ....75 see 152 
Stop streets . : 2 ; : 30 
Stopping, standing, ee Paciite prohibited a 5 1 Pe 5 


Vehicular Counts 


Number of intersection vehicular counts taken throughout 
city in 1955 : ' . . 621 


Number of vehicles oheeeed in aba Ra eh oh die pa j200,000 


Traffic Signal Light Installations — 1955 


New sets traffic signals installed in 1955 (it) a eee 20 
Total number of sets of traffic signals maintained Sehr’ 373 
Spotlights maintained : : 85 


Number of trouble calls serviced be sort iaintenanes 
crews > ,e , ee Ce) oe) ee 5,898 
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Ad, ° AL Fy 


A new Chief Traffic Engineer was appointed in 
October, 1954, to succeed the late Philip T. Desmond, 
who died on September 29, 1954. After being duly 
qualified by Civil Service examination, Timothy J. 
O’Connor became permanent in this position on Jan- 
uary 31, 1955. 

Fourteen formal meetings of the Boston Traffic Com- 
mission were held during 1955. 

Our 1955 income totaled $595,482.59. 

Our 1955 expenditures totaled $667,889.47. 

In 1954 our revenue from parking meters was $589,346, 
and in 1955 parking meter income amounted to $568,143, 
a decline of 3.95 per cent. It is our belief that the reason 
for this decline is the reduced income resulting from the 
prohibition of parking between 8 and 9.30 a.m. and 4 
and 6 P.M. in the downtown section and the removal of 
parking meters from the area where the Central Artery 
is being built. While all of our meters are now on the 
streets and in use, many are located in districts which 
are not as active, from the standpoint of use and 
turnover, as were the meters in the Central Artery dis- 
trict. 

Many cities have a ten-cent meter fee for one hour 
instead of five cents per hour, as Boston has in its down- 
town section. Consideration has been given to the 
increasing of meter fees on the grounds that such an 
increase would implement the off-street parking pro- 
gram by making parking at curbstones a little nearer 
the cost of parking in off-street facilities. 

Two hundred forty-five new meter heads were pur- 
chased during the year to replace the accumulated 
damage from vandalism that has occurred during the 
past few years. The low bidder for this equipment was 
the Dual Company, so that on our streets we now have 
three different brands, namely, Dual, Marktime, and 
MiCo. 

Damage to poles and meters, as represented by 
claims to the Law Department for collection, approxi- 
mates $10,000 per year. This income goes into the 
general revenue of the city and is not credited to our 
department, although the expense of necessary replace- 
ments of damage to properties is a recurrent item in our 
budget. 
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State AND M. D. C. Higuway CONSTRUCTION 


The new downtown Central Artery construction work 
under the direction of the State Department of Public 
Works is proceeding, and in June a new ramp was 
opened at State street and Atlantic avenue. Already 
the benefits which will result from the Artery have been 
noted in the vicinity of the North Station and Dock 
square, and it is expected that within the next two 
years substantial relief from traffic congestion will be 
noted in the section between Fort Hill square and 
Kneeland street. 

Substantial progress was made during the year by the 
Metropolitan District Commission in building the under- 
passes on Storrow Drive at Cambridge street and 
Soldiers Field road, North Harvard street and Soldiers 
Field road, Soldiers Field road and Western avenue. 

The completion of these projects will expedite the 
flow of traffic proceeding from Storrow Drive to Brighton 
and Cambridge. 

An equally important activity is nearing completion 
on Morrissey Boulevard, where a redesign and widening 
is taking place under the direction ot the Metropolitan 
District Commission from the Strandway to Neponset 
Circle. This roadway, when completed, will handle 
huge vehicular traffic volumes during the construction 
of the Southeast Expressway by the State Department 
of Public Works. Already it has resulted in a high- 
way that has proved attractive to several large in- 
dustries which are now erecting new buildings in this 
section. | 


SoME REMAINING PROBLEM AREAS 


Serious points of congestion in our city which need 
relief through major construction work are: Leverett 
Circle, Charlesgate East and West; Park Drive at 
Boylston street and Brookline avenue; Jackson square, 
Roxbury, and Roxbury Crossing; Forest Hills; Neponset 
Circle; Blue Hill avenue and Morton street; Mattapan 
square; Cleveland Circle, Brighton; Chelsea street at 
the junction of Bennington and Saratoga streets, and 
Breed square, Kast Boston. With the completion of 
the Southeast Expressway it is believed that Mattapan 
square traffic will be lightened substantially. 

The Metropolitan District Commission and the State 
Department of Public Works have made plans to relieve 
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conditions at Neponset Circle and at Charlesgate East 
and West, and also at Boylston street, Brookline avenue, 
and Park Drive. 

It is expected that in 1956 streetcars will be discon- 
tinued on Columbus avenue, from Egleston square to 
Roxbury Crossing, and on Tremont street, from Roxbury 
Crossing to Lenox street. This will permit a redesign 
of the Jackson square and Roxbury Crossing inter- 
sections during 1957, so that vehicular traffic will move 
more freely and traffic lights will be installed for pe- 
destrian safety. 

Congestion at Cleveland Circle may be afforded relief 
provided relocation of street-car tracks can be achieved. 

Another location which should be redesigned is at 
Forest Hills, where by the establis iment of rotary traffic 
on Washington street, from Asticou road to Hyde Park 
avenue, some congestion could be relieved. 

A traffic problem in Charlestown, which arises when 
Navy Yard employees are released at closing time 
daily, was given attention and a recommendation made 
for a rotary traffic movement formed by Bunker Hill 
street, Chelsea street, Vine street, and Hunter street, 
involving the widening of a portion of Bunker Hill street 
and Hunter street. 

Various minor changes involving corner cutbacks and 
the placement of divisional islands in roadways have 
been recommended from time to time to the Public 
Improvement Commission, which agency has in almost 
all cases taken action in conformity with recommenda- 
tions of Traffic Commission engineers and the engineers 
of the Public Improvement Commission working to- 
gether. 

Towing Law 


In July, 1955, the Boston City Council accepted the 
permissive legislative act raising towing fees for illegally 
parked cars from $5 to $8. This new towing law was 
made effective November 15th and resulted in sub- 
stantial improvement in street parking conditions in 
the downtown area covered by the new law. 

During 1955 illegal parkers paid fines of $478,874 in 
Central Municipal Court alone, as a result of 403,354 
parking cases. With the advent of the new law many 
motorists who had been in the habit of passively ac- 
cepting $1 or $2 fines for parking violations sought 
parking facilities in off-street locations. While the new 
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law does not encompass towing cars which are parking 
overtime at parking meters, the psychological effect of 
the towing law is such that general parking conditions 
may be expected to improve. 


CITATION 


A citation was received from the National Safety 
Council through Rudolph King, State Safety Co- 
ordinator, during the ‘‘Slow Down and Live Program” 
in the latter part of 1954, the award being made in 1955. 


DRIVER TRAINING 


The activity of the Mayor’s Automotive Advisory 
Committee was recognized by a testimonial luncheon 
given by the Mayor on June 9, 1955. The results of 
the activities of this committee have been most beneficial 
to all city departments, resulting in a substantial re- 
duction in the accident records applicable to city-owned 
vehicles. During the year three employees of the Boston 
Traffic Commission completed driver-training courses, 
bringing the total to thirty-seven from our department 
who have been qualified as chauffeurs and operators of 
city vehicles. 

Continued efforts to inaugurate a driver-training pro- 
gram in the public schools met with total rejection. 


NicHut PARKING 


The subject of legalizing night parking in certain 
streets of the city continued to be strangled in an en- 
tanglement of legal difficulties. It is expected that the 
Attorney General of the Commonwealth and the Cor- 
poration Counsel of the City of Boston, with officials of 
the State Department of Public Works and the Boston 
Traffic Commission, will have specific recommendations 
for legislation during 1956, as a result of forthcoming 
conferences and cooperative efforts. 

A regulation of night parking in suburban districts 
is most necessary, aS present conditions are most un- 
satisfactory. Previous legislation enacted has proved to 
be unworkable due to common law rights and property 
rights of various persons, and it is imperative that this 
problem be solved in the near future by some means for 
ae convenience and safety of thousands of residents of 
the city. 
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ACCIDENT SURVEY 


The Massachusetts Safety Council has undertaken a 
major traffic accident survey in Boston this year. It is 
believed to be the most comprehensive survey of its 
type ever undertaken in any big city of America. In 
substance, all traffic accident records of the past three 
years are being assembled, reviewed, analyzed, and 
tabulated for the purpose of determining such things as 
frequency at various locations, types of repeated acci- 
dents at various locations, and specific spot recom- 
mendations as remedies for prevention of further acci- 
dents at such locations. The findings of this private 
agency will thus supplement the records of our depart- 
ment, provide a fresh approach to solutions through 
independently developed recommendations, and give 
strength to our regular safety projects. 

In Boston, this year, sixty-four persons were killed in 
motor vehicle accidents. 

Reference to the report of the Traffic Safety Division 
of our commission will give further details concerning 
pedestrian safety and analysis of all types of traffic 
accidents within the city. 


TRAFFIC SIGNALS 


Signal lights were installed at fourteen intersections, 
and warning flashers at six intersections during 1955. 
These installations were made possible by an appropri- 
ation of $75,000 received in May, 1955, by way of a 
transfer from the proceeds of the sale of city-owned land 
and buildings by the Real Property Board. 

During 1956 it is expected that traffic signals will be 
installed at fifteen intersections, the locations being de- 
termined by the progress of the Public Works Depart- 
ment in reconstructing certain roadways and whether 
or not the Metropolitan District Commission takes over 
the Arborway, Jamaicaway, Riverway, and a portion of 
Centre street, as is contemplated. 


1955 LEGISLATION 


Appended to this report are transcripts of various 
acts of the Legislature pertaining to the Boston Traffic 
Commission. 

Chapter I of the Acts of 1955 relative to the use of 
ways in the City of Boston for playground purposes has 
finally cleared up a difficulty that was present for many 
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years. For the establishment of play streets now, 
approval is necessary only from the Park Commissioner, 
the Traffic Commissioner, and the Police Commissioner 
as individuals representing their departments. Previ- 
ously formal meetings of the Park Commission and the 
Traffic Commission were required during the spring and 
su. mer months specifically for this purpose. 

Chapter 135 of the Acts of 1955 extended to certain 
private ways and parking areas statutory regulations as 
to the speed and use of motor vehicles. The State 
Department of Public Works has not approved of this 
legislation on the grounds that it is not practical, so no 
action has been taken by the City of Boston in regulating 
speed or use of motor vehicles on private ways. 

The amendments to the towing law have permitted 
the operation of towing procedures by the Police Depart- 
ment, as described in a previous portion of this report. 

The Acts of 1955, chapter 318, granting authority to 
make rules and regulations in off-street parking areas, 
became effective and its provisions were clariiied by an 
opinion from the Corporation Counsel received on 
July 5, 1955. This was of particular value to the off- 
street parking spaces operated by the Real Property 
Board of the City of Boston, in making the regulations 
in their off-street parking spaces consistent with those 
on adjoining public streets. 


PRINCIPAL TRAFFIC REGULATIONS 


During the year 1955 fifty-four new one-way streets 
were established, and the one-way rule in twenty streets 
was rescinded for a variety of causes, including the needs 
of the roadway construction program. 

One hundred fifty-two prohibitions were established 
and sixty-four rescinded. These sixty-four were not of 
the one hundred fifty-two established, but, like the 
above one-way streets, were votes rescinding prohibi- 
tions which had served their purpose and where condi- 
tions no longer required parking prohibitions. 

Thirty new stop streets were established and two stop 
street regulations were abandoned. 


ANNUAL MEMORIAL Mass 


The fifth Annual Memorial Mass, a religious service 
sponsored by the Boston Traffic Commission employees’ 
Local 783 and Local 416, A. F. of L., was held at the 
Immaculate Conception Church on June 5, 1955. 


DEPARTMENTAL ACTIVITIES 
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Garage and Maintenance of Vehicles 


The Boston Traffic Commission fleet of thirty vehicles, 
three motorized line markers, and one carry-all trailer 
are housed and serviced in the department’s own garage. 
Maintaining a policy of efficient service in all divisions at 
the minimum of operating costs, the department re- 
placed eight obsolete vehicles, including two sedans in 
the Engineering Division, a Ranch Wagon with dual 
controls for the driver-training program, and five new 
trucks in the various maintenance divisions. 

A total of over 150,000 miles are covered by this fleet 
annually in executing the various demands of the field 
work involved, including trouble shooting, emergency 
calls, and maintenance of traffic signals by the Electrical 
Maintenance Division; investigations, surveys, field 
studies, and traffic counts by the engineering division; 
sign erection and roadway painting by the sign main- 
tenance crews, not to mention another 30,000 miles 
driven in private cars by investigators and inspectors 
in the performance of their duties. 

To minimize breakdowns and repairs, a vigorous 
preventive maintenance program is maintained of all 
the department’s vehicles by the three men in the 
garage, and the department’s automotive operations 
continue daily without serious interruptions. 


y) hy Py Dé Ad 


The Investigating Division, through controls de- 
veloped from requiring all agencies using the streets 
of Boston (for moving objects or materials that are 
abnormal, or opening the roadways for repairs or serv- 
ices) to first receive regulatory approval from the 
Boston Traffic Commission, has improved the flow of 
vehicular traffic to a degree of high efficiency. Excep- 
tionally long or wide objects moved through the streets 
of Boston need planning for hours and routing, such as 
the new spire of the Old North Church. Public service 
companies planning extensive underground work co- 
ordinated so that all work was contiguous, thus having 
one detour. This work was coordinated so that for the 
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shortest period of time a detour affecting this project 
and the more vital M.D.C. construction was in operation. 
Special signs were used at these and at several dangerous 
construction projects on heavily traveled and fast 
through routes. 

It is the general practice of the Boston Traffic Com- 
mission to furnish ““No Parking”’ signs to be used within 
the area if a closed street — these signs are necessary 
due to abutters being allowed within the area, to do 
business, or reach their homes. 


WORK PERFORMANCE AS FOLLOWS 
Approval of street openings forwarded to Permit 


Division, Public Works Department aie 1,327 
Temporary votes regulating street construction . 178 
Special signs and routings 9 EM 14 
Chapter 90, regulating and Herod ' 9 
Portable signs issued eee 747 Chapter 90, 

210) ; 957 
Paper Piaiaxy & signs ae Wolo top hi tite sae aie 1,100 
eee a ON 84 
Special investigations and recommendations 

(safety and convenience of vehicular travel) . 23 


Painting and Sign Shon Division 


The roadway-painting program during 1955 was 

carried out by temporary employees under the super- 
vision of an experienced permanent painter. This 
program, however, was hampered considerably by 
excessive adverse weather with the result that the linear 
footage of crosswalks and center-lines painted through- 
out the city fell below the average of past years. 
A new Scotchlite Applicator was installed in the 
Paint Shop to facilitate the making of reflective-type 
signs. This type sign is not only more effective but has 
longer life than other types. Asa result of this addition 
in equipment about 25 percent more signs were produced 
over the previous year’s figure of about 10,000. Two 
hundred fifty meter-collection cases, ‘‘No-Parking 
8-9:30” signs on meters in the downtown area, along 
with hundreds of special signs for Civil Defense and 
other activities were all done by hand. 
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Annually from 8,000 to 10,000 sign plates are washed 
and sprayed, then repainted or screened, and eventually 
replaced by the sign crews. Several hundred permanent 
signs and poles are damaged every year by accidents 
especially in the downtown area from trucks backing, 
etc.; these signs must necessarily be replaced. All 
portable and temporary signs requisitioned by the 
Investigating Division are placed by the sign crews 
along with all new signs called for by the Engineering 
Division and Safety Education Division. 


Summary of roadway painting, new traffic signs in- 
stalled, all the Spray Booth work: 


STREET PAINTING Linear feet. 
Crosswalks 610i sim) lteter ; . 206,400 
Center lines ree EE 
Lane lines 3 .- < +s. $s «5.0.0 3,100 
Stopilines: «4. 0. 0. «5 1% pee 520 
“Slow? .... « 9. » «> OS 
Curbs'.. .. .. . 0 do Se 8,500 
Loading zones . 2a is poe h2:860 
Other (parking stalls, spend! ei ; 71,000 


Total linear feet, 655,360, or about 125 tite 


SPRAY BOOTH REPORT 
Plates of all sizes sprayed in 1955: 


January See 360 
February . ihe nee . 829 
March ijssy . pistyurstivives eee 039 
April). '# Ons tens iree 398 
Mayon, Agia. eave 388 
June? tie Ont Gas? Ta ee 916 
UL ys) ED Oa aE 77 he eae 605 
PATS USE hey fost Pea at ed te 419 
Septembere’..) 5 uke ee 537 
October gL Fete 'ditcuge 41 iy te 811 
November: .... «5's. . ss 
December ts sieges eat oe ee ee 331 


ASTANCILOUALY. toc Tek rete 6,609 
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NEW TRAFFIC SIGNS INSTALLED DURING 1955 





No Parking No Parking No Stopping No Parking 7-6 
Anytime Loading Zone Fire House No Backing 46 
835 24 8 19 
No Parking Heavy Trucks No Parking Left Lane 
Here to Corner Excluded Between Left Turn 
15 7 8 21 
Arrows +7* No Parking : 
(One Way) D—14 8-6 No Right Turn 
116 7 12 12 
No Left Turn Np Bane Reflectors School 
8 104 21 15 
Playground Dead End Keep Right Stop Line 
3 21 49 7 
Specials Stops Slow No ee 
136 68 67 36 
No Parking 
Children Right Turn Only 8-10 Do Not Enter 
No Parking 
63 6 4—6 89 
121 
Parallel No Parking No Parking Right Lane 
cea Noon-Midnight | Midnight-Noon Right Turn 
4 35 Al 4 
No Parking ’ 
Go Right Hospital 8-9:30 5 aps ae 
No Parking 
5 2 4-6 104 








Granp Tora. 2,164 


59 
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Parking Meter Division 


There were 481 new parking meters installed in the 
City of Boston during 1955, 338 in the new municipal 
Central Artery Parking Lot opposite the Sumner 
Tunnel, 60 in the new municipal Dudley Street Parking 
Lot, and 88 in other suburban areas including Roxbury 
Crossing, Brookline Avenue, and Washington Street in 
Lower Mills, Dorchester. The addition of these meters 
brings the total parking meters maintained by the 
Boston Traffic Commission to 8393. Plans to increase 
fringe area parking Jots, and parking lots in congested 
shopping districts in suburban areas are currently being 
studied and it is expected that an additional 500 meters 
will be added during 1956. 


In the downtown area where construction is progress- 
ing along the Central Artery, many meters were neces- 
sarily removed but these were, in many instances, re- 
located in areas adjacent to completed sections. 


A summary of receipts derived from parking meters 
in the City of Boston during 1955 is listed below: 





ae Recatrns | ppieae on {Panty Avance 

Boaton Propersiis 55.5.ite sis 28 ose vies > oe $451,352.95 6,146 $0. 243 
Dorchestenie. cee ck che areia take eect 23,188 .97 384 -200 
Roxbury its isc sarin cue eae 19,506.60 319 - 263 
Brighton <2). suns wvasoe eee as 21,281.95 383 - 184 
West Roxburyietcce sons cee acete es 16,481.09 250 ; .219 
South Boston. b nschivins bcs 9 bikie 6,663 .93 132 . 167 
Hydé Patk ss .ebicn wen ceases « 5,907 .32 68 . 288 
Forest. Euls cc ec tas, ep inaetaete es 1,459.76 44 .110 
Hast, Boga sist pectic sds c eebis 4 ae 4,292.88 97 . 146 
Off-Street Parking Lots: 

vivid anager eee hae di Rinne Hirt 237 “023 

Opp Coins 4,934.20 —— — 


TOUIB, was ns hades aepobketds s $568,143 .96 8,393 $0. 234 
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Safety Education Division 


Accident statistics again bear out the fact that a more 
concerted effort in pedestrian safety education is needed 
if an improvement in the accident picture is going to be 
made. Over 87 per cent of the total motor vehicle 
fatalities in the City of Boston during 1955 were pedes- 
trians, while about 38 per cent of all perons injured in 
motor vehicle accidents were also pedestrians. 


Every traffic safety agency exercises an extensive 
program of safety education, either in the home, the 
schools, at civic meetings, or at places of business. The 
subject of traffic safety can never be overemphasized 
anywhere, at any time, at any place. The motor vehicle 
is an American institution; 85 per cent of all motor 
vehicles in the world are found in America; there is one 
vehicle to every three people in the United States. Is it 
any wonder then, that almost 40,000 people were killed 
and 1,500,000 injured by automobiles in 1955? These 
figures all increase proportionately every year; yet itis a 
problem of safety education to attempt to keep them at a 
minimum. 

Believing that a program of safety education directed 
to youngsters and parents alike might tend to encourage 
children to become conscious of this ever important 
subject, a series of lectures and demonstrations on traffic 
safety were given in several housing project audi- 
toriums in the city with the cooperation of the Housing 
Authorities and mothers’ groups. Special emphasis was 
placed on the correct operation of pedestrian push 
buttons on our traffic signals, and directions were given 
where to play safely, how to cross a street properly and. 
safely, and to respect the advice of their parents, who 
in turn were encouraged to promote safety at home. 
A portable miniature traffic signal assembled by the 
department’s Traffic Signal Maintenance Division was 
placed in service during the year for use in our educa- 
tional program. 
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The following is an analysis of the fatal and personal 
injury motor vehicle accidents which occurred within 
the City of Boston during 1955. This analysis is com- 
piled from reports submitted by the Boston Police 
Peek ary No property damage accidents are in- 
cluded. 


Highlights of the analysis can be summarized as 
follows: 


1. A total of sixty-four people were killed in 1955, of 
which fifty-six were pedestrians. 


2. There were 2,509 accidents reported, in which 3,260 
persons were injured.* 


3. ‘The over-all national population accident death rate 
(deaths per 100,000 population) was 23.9. For cities in 
the same group as Boston (750,000—1,000,000) the popu- 
lation death rate is 9.2, while Boston’s population death 
rate is 7.9 (820,000 state census, 1955). 


4. There were fifty-six pedestrians killed (87.5 per cent 
of the total fatalities) ; five were operators of motor vehicles; 
and three were occupants. 


5. In the age groups there were twenty-seven people 
killed between the ages of thirty-five and sixty-five, while 
twenty-two were over sixty-five years of age. 


6. Of the sixty-four fatalities, fifty-nine were adults 
and five were children; forty-eight were killed during the 
hours of darkness, and sixteen during daylight. There 
were forty-seven males killed as against seventeen females. 


7. There were twenty-three fatalities at intersections 
with no control, and seven people were killed crossing at 
signalized intersections against the traffic signal; thirty- 
four people were killed between intersections. 


8. Excessive speed caused seven deaths in four acci- 
dents; nine people were killed crossing streets from between 
parked vehicles; hit-run drivers killed five people; one 
nine-year-old bicyclist was killed; one person getting off 
a streetcar was killed; and one getting out of another 
vehicle. 


9. November was the worst month, with eleven fatal 
accidents, while Saturday was the worst day of the week, 
with thirteen fatal accidents. 


* These accident reports are on-the-spot reports made by police at the 
time of the accident. No individual accidents reported to police are 
included. 
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10. The largest number of fatal accidents occurred in 
the downtown section of Boston where sixteen pedestrians 
were killed and one driver and one occupant. South 
Boston showed the best improvement of the districts over 
the previous year, with two people killed as against thirteen 
in 1954. 

11. Vehicles registered in the City of Boston were in- 
volved in thirty-four fatal accidents, while twenty-four 
were Massachusetts registrations outside the City of 
Boston and three were out-of-state registrations. 


12. Ratio of injury to deaths was forty to one as com- 
pared to fifty to one in 1954. 
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FIVE-YEAR COMPARATIVE STUDY OF FATAL ACCIDENTS 


| 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 


Parsons IR iWl6d Sine bearer 59 65 64 65 64 
Pedestrians sh uictecc nett teeta 45 50 48 ol 56 
OD OPR OTE ot anche ee tele 8 4 5 ef 5 
ADOCUITATIUS Bea neeg tes er oN ih evita 6 9 it 7 3 
ude tealerss ce -tree 0 0 2 1 0 
fn Lea iZei kt. (Woe Sha ete mene vc cap Feaeeeane ney 0 2 0 0 1 
Goa stertintdccpia radelencss  dpitebiesceees 0 0 0 0 0 
IM GLOTCVCLUBIB toate at ea ats 0 0 0 2 0 

Wi leds MANGE e. setyi as tears de rdouicecte vacrinat eat 50 52 46 46 47 
Male Pegestrinns.).0).akwcuscieicae 39 42 34 37 42 

(agota ee LST M AG LET Piiitallile al live, ley remade 9 13 20 19 17 
Female Pedestrians.................::000+ 6 8 14 14 14 

Adults Killed (Eighteen or over)........ 47 56 53 48 59 
GUL COCSEPIGIIS. Sicscsseanesidocsntveanctes 33 43 42 36 51 

Children Killed (under eighteen)........ 12 9 Tt i7 5 
Child Pedestrians......:........:essssssceses- 12 7 6 15 5 

Killed During Hours Darkness............|. 39 46 41 49 48 
Pedestrians, Darkness....................- 29 390 30 39 41 

Killed During Hours Daylight............ 20 19 23 16 16 
Pedestrians, Daylight....................0.. 16 15 18 12 15 

Killed by Hit and Run Drivers.......... 4 6 10 1 5 

Killed by Drunken Drivers.................. 0 5 6 2 3 

Operators Involved: 

Operators under twenty-five............ 12 13 16 13 16 
Operators over twenty-five.............. 27 46 33 28 38 
Operators of unknown age.............. 18 5 12 10 ya 

By Districts: 

Boston Proper (Downtown)............ 20 23 16 10 18 
Brio h LON ad kisser teeta ade 6 5 4 4 6 
Charlestown: 05.2. eee es 0 3 1 0 1 
Worchester ick ics wea oe: 12 11 10 15 10 
Fast: Boston asco ouwuee ce 1 2 5 2 3 
PAVGO Park oie we cr. rae asaeera 2 2 2 1 3 
Roxbury. 2 we eee 9 11 13 12 ll 
south Bostonicg ae ner ig es 4 6 a 13 2 

4 2 4 8 10 
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FIVE-YEAR COMPARATIVE STUDY OF FATAL ACCIDENTS — 
Concluded 


| 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 


Registrations Involved: 


ee ES oF ee 39 31 34 32 34 
Massachusetts (outside Boston)... 22 24 17 17 22 
OPS a 5) 6 3 3 3 
Type Vehicles Involved: 
UT COE ne Sn 49 40 46 53 50 
Ls) Ge a a 12 9 10 9 6 
ok ee 0 1 2 1 2 
a 0 0 3 0 2 
Ol gs Fo ee 0 0 0 2 1 
[ge gh swe, Gt) SR SEES 1 0 0 0 0 
ee BE 1 0 0 0 0 
By Months: 
AON oe GO ee ee 8 5 10 3 6 
Co A ERS SS se 2 4 7 1 6 
lo LS se 6 5 4 6 6 
oan es I 3 5 9 8 < 
ES 3 6 4 ff 1 
clo ho Se 3 5 2 4 2 
Sy ee 2 3 3 6 4 
Tg An SE 5 2 4 1 0 
EE 8 Ta es ee ri 3 4 7 6 
oS SS: Ope 4 9 5 3 6 
i Ls BE ee a ee 9 10 4 4 11 
SS a Se oe a 10 8 15 9 
Day of the Week: 
I ois ie lose dassdansncleusossery 5 8 11 8 10 
ME 55, da scenc~saevsescs'chnescoedes 9 11 12 8 
ee eee eee 8 6 10 10 7 
EG 05, cosereessipccscriscslesccvecs 8 6 12 ff 9 
| ee ee 13 10 7 13 4 
RS a 7 10 10 9 11 
a SS ee, Se ee 9 14 11 6 12 
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FIVE-YEAR COMPARATIVE STUDY OF FATAL PEDESTRIAN 
ACCIDENTS 


| 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 | 1955 


By Districts: 

















Boston Proper (Downtown)...... 17 19 14 7 16 
Brighitoney Pie tic ber diss WS eh 2 2 4 (4 5 
Cibsrlsstowhs.arcubethad ester lee 0 1 0 0 1 
Dorehesters jaye paki ss bse eeu. 11 10 7 13 8 
Wass Boston oe e4 wae Cee ee oak 1 2 1 2 y 
Hyde Fark). Wein haste eee obs 2 2 2 1 3 
RoxDury eiF.cVh cok edb weet PM, 8 11 10 i} 11 
POUCH BOSstOIP eis kine edieoale. ot 3 6 6 9 2 
W est: Roxbury a Ho de 1 2 a 4 8 
AGIntersections ick. fh, Leek ook 12 29 22 28 25 
Between Intersections. ............ 33 21 26 24 31 
AgainstAl rate revue Poe ab 0 0 0 21 41 
Witht cir aie See ei a ee ie os a 0 0 0 1 13 
At Signalized Intersection.......... 0 0 0 4 7 
Against Signals 10. Ms Ses ah 0 0 0 3 7 
Within ed cag see 0 0 0 hi 0 
Type Vehicles Involved: 

Utes Roe oe Ay case ed 35 40 34 42 47 
Abie SL er Oe ee ae | 9 iz 10 9 6 
Busee oF oO Ry a ce ee 0 1 2 1 2 
Motareycles: ae oi ee. ie wild 0 0 0 0 0 
Titend Run o... tie wena 4 6 10 1 (5 
pPeaxis HRA Ua Pe EN ES Oe 0 1 2 0 2 
Drunken Drivers. 6. jae. oo. ek 0 5 6 1 3 

Age Groups of Pedestrians Killed 
Osi Monts Oe les MU ee. oe rp 2 3 9 1 
Ba RS Bie a ee gh > 4 5 3 3 3 
1Om Dace Mo es Peck — — —_ 3 —_ 
LBP Sak 2. RSPR Pre 8 1 a 2 2 2 
Q-24 e  Fc ei Be a ee me — 1 — 1 
2 ey Cok leek tie |) Ie ean.) RO Ge Uta —_ 1 2 — — 
DOH44d LT pA Ee eer Bee 1 1 —- -— a 
ABABA ON ir shoe le a eee 2 4 6 a 3 
DOM Cet Prec ae En ee ents 11 11 12 fy 20 
GE PETA ti iaudsanied oc ccuhte erates 11 13 10 10 12 
TO SNC OVEDE diiees sean 6 13 9 14 10 
NotStatedt qos ove 2 = oe 1 1 
Totalat aeeiae eae 45 50 48 52 56 

Time of Day Pedestrians Killed: 
MID a PALA Cai tee 8 12: hee 5 10 
TA) ca et aa ee eee 5 2 1 0 3 
10.01 a.m. — 4 P.M........ 000. 5 8 9 9 6 
AOL Pit PM ii ae ee. 13 11 11 10 12 
1.01 Bie IDs oes ck ee 14 1Z 12 28 25 














OtAle itemise ien ce amen mes 45 50 48 52 56 
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ol 


FIVE=YEAR STUDY OF MOTOR VEHICLE ACCIDENTS 
INVOLVING INJURIES ONLY 


ee ee Sve «6 


ee sie e # 6 6 Klee ee eee 8 
a se eee 4 Se SUS gs 86 6 6 SG Ge we ewe ee 


Sate OOS SC Were wes wie ts © 600) 6 0 8 8 


Average Injuries per Accident 
Bicyclists Injured 
Coasters Injured 
Accidents by Hit and Run 
Accidents Involving Liquor 
Accidents Involving Taxis 
Accidents Involving Boston Regis- 
Praia in ees ot waits |. 
Accidents Involving Massachusetts 
Cars (outside Boston) 
Accidents Involving out of State 
Registrations 
Accidents ‘‘At’’ Intersections 
Accidents ‘“‘Between”’ Intersections. . 


aC ede 
Viste ens woe Cet She le e608 @ 
Wea 6 1s ae: REO SUR \e.0' | o 
re 
MMO Om @) 6, bs 


a6) Se us. 90 4 


OCC eve weve 


me Sahel eee ce ele 4 e & © ene 0 © 


Tete. 9, 6 4 


Time of Day Accidents Occurred: 
ot A SS ae a 
po Nee ae 


ES he 
OL OS OE a 
yoy Ey 1 es er rr 


Accidents by Districts: 
Boston Proper (Downtown) 
Brighton 
Charlestown 


Ta wae es \6 Soe we 6 € € a 6 Bel ol a 8 


oe ee ae 
See ee 6.0080) 9 406) 2 6 0 9 6 6 & 00 


wie eee We Ge @ U.e) 6 o aie/'s #¢ @ « 


BPiste 61m 0,50 6 0 6.6.6 6.0, 010 6 © 6 


Hyde Park 
Roxbury 
South Boston 
West Roxbury 


Deis en es 6 8 se 8 Ce @ Ore 
Me Ce eh 6 6) 80 6 6 © 6 8 8.8 8 8 
eames ae 0 a 4 6 0 8 8 610 


SOs gd. e ee ce tee 6 6 6 6 


Accidents by Type: 
Auto and Pedestrian 
Truck and Pedestrian 
Bus and Pedestrian 
Taxi and Pedestrian 


Sew. e eS) 8) We Se, Oe ee), BLS 


Se. 8 eee Bee ek ee 
ale... A ee eS, Ore 
piele So Ww © 6 @ 6 4) 8 


Crea) 6 ale We ee (eo ee 


mo G6 oa be 6 6 Whe ie foe 
Oe, aw + wee) lea wie © "S, 


Auto and Fixed Object 
Auto and Bus 


6 6 ee 6 FAO 6 6 BD 8 O18, Le 6 


Sn a Rte, ek 6 eo 6S A ee wd. ee 


eee eee eee eee eae nee 


| 1951 | 1952 | 1953 | 1954 1955 


3,679 | 2,311 | 2,627 |2,618 | 2,509 

4,730 | 3,227 | 3,529 |3,350 | 3,260 

3,129 | 2,107 | 2,241 | 2,169 | 2,141 

1,501 | 1,120 | 1,288 |1,181 | 1,119 

bio 1.4) 1,35 | 1.28 1.3 

115 127 79 102 223 

19 Ad 5 12 4 

67 57 $4 67 67 

243 196 265 171 Ca 

289 221 241 206 199 

no rjecords| maintiained | 1,655 
these |years 

789 

154 

1,927 1,324 {1,540 | 1,433 

15752 1,303 | 1,078 | 1,076 

629 | 478 | 4938] 511 | 524 

214 153 200 182 160 

943 548 655 645 637 

875.15. 572.1 606" |... 650, 1, -5a0 

1,018 | 560] 673} 645 | 658 

711 939 864 816 

215 199 188 227 

155 117 153 112 

414 406 455 450 

104 107 88 86 

49 (x 75 68 

223 343 410 345 

249 238 164 174 

191 201 221 232 

1,052 | 1,180 | 1,191 | 1,054 

131 134 116 131 

19 25 36 29 

76 90 62 46 

559 622 694 702 

139 129 161 138 

15 19 13 13 

29 14 20 19 

162 174. 176 210 

28 28 19 30 

122 137 122 149 

68 | 119 96 62 
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Traffic Signal Division 


During 1955 twenty new sets of traffic signals were 
put into operation at the following locations: 


Ward 3 


Ward 4 
Ward 8 


Ward 10 
Ward 11 
Wards 12-14 


Wards 14-15 
Ward 16 


Wards 16-17 
Wards 17-18 


Ward 18 


Ward 21 
Ward 22 


Cambridge street, Grove street, and North 
Grove street. 


Longwood avenue and Riverway. 


Albany street, Northampton street, and South. 
ampton street (flasher). 

Burnham street, Southampton street, and 
Theodore A. Glynn Way (flasher). 

Massachusetts avenue, Pompeii street, and 
Theodore A. Glynn Way (flasher). 

Southampton street (No. 112) at Traffic Com- 
mission and Fire Headquarters Buildings. 


Huntington avenue and Parker Hill avenue. 
Child street and South street. 


Blue Hill avenue, Georgia street, and Warren 
street (Grove Hall). 


Bowdoin street and Geneva avenue. 


Adams street, Neponset avenue, and Parkman 
street (flasher). 


Peabody square. 


Corbet street, Morton street, Selden street, 
and West Selden street. 


American Legion Highway, Canterbury street, 
and Cummins Highway (flasher). 

Blakemore street and Hyde Park avenue. 

Harvard street and Hyde Park avenue (flasher). 


Corey road and Washington street. 


Cambridge street and North Harvard street. 
Everett street and Western avenue. 
Faneuil street and Market street. 


In addition to the above, the traffic signal installa- 
tion at the intersection of Columbia road and Davern 
avenue was expanded so as to include Arion street and 
Hancock street. 

The warning yellow flasher at the intersection of Cam- 
bridge street, Grove street, and North Grove street was 
removed simultaneously with the installation of a new 
set of pedestrian-actuated signals listed above. 


Boston TRAFFIC COMMISSION. af 


The total number of traffic signal installations, includ- 
ing warning flashers and bridge signals, now being main- 
tained by this department is 373, comprising 1,575 
signal posts, 2,357 signal faces, and 7,209 signal lamps. 

The installation of new traffic signals is now in progress 
at the following locations, which should be ready for 
operation early in 1956: 

Ward 3 High street, John F. Fitzgerald Expressway, and 
Oliver street. 
Ward 14 Blue Hill avenue, Harvard street, and Talbot avenue. 


In conjunction with the reconstruction of Storrow 
Memorial Drive and its connections with Beacon street 
between Arlington street and Dartmouth street by the 
Metropolitan District Commission, modern 3-dial con- 
trollers were installed in place of obsolete controllers for 
more efficient operation at the following locations: 

Arlington street, Beacon street, and Storrow Memorial 
Drive. 

Beacon street and Clarendon street. 

Beacon street and Dartmouth street. 


In addition to the above, modern signal controllers 
with pedestrian push-button actuation were substituted 
for obsolete controllers at the following intersections: 


Centre street, Green street, and Myrtle street. 
Market street and North Beacon street. 


Additional signal indications for improved operation 
were added at the following signalized locations: 


Beacon street and Dartmouth street. 

Centre street, Green street, and Myrtle street. 
Dorchester street and Old Colony avenue. 
Hanlon square. 


Bradston street, Gerard street, Massachusetts avenue, 
and Southampton street. 


In connection with the installation of new signals and 
changes to existing signals, many intersections have 
been substantially redesigned and channelizing islands 
installed for more efficient and safer movement of both 
vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 

At the present time eighty-five spotlights are being 
maintained by this department for the illumination and 
safety of traffic officers during late afternoon and evening 
hours. 
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Traffic Signal Installations 


Unit 1 (Downtown System) 
A7 pretimed 
4 pedestrian flashers 
3 warning flashers 


Unit 2 (Back Bay System) 
72 pretimed 
2 warning flashers 


Isolated 
107 pretimed 
78 pedestrian flashes 
3 traffic-actuated 
54 warning flashes 
3 bridge signals (manual) 


Totals 
226 pretimed 
82 pedestrian flashers 
3 traffic-actuated 
59 warning flashers 
3 bridge signals (manual) 


As will be observed in the following analysis of 
trouble calls, the number of traffic signal light bulbs 
that were replaced during 1955 was reduced to about 
35 per cent of the 1954 figure, a saving of over 3,000 
bulb replacements. This was accomplished by the 
departments adoption of a new type bulb of longer life 
which proportionately reduced the man-hours of labor 
for this purpose, and which was also reflected by the 
reduction of over 9,000 miles travel for signal mainte- 


nance crews since the previous year. 
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Various Traffic Rules Voted and 


Established in 1955 
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ONE=WAY STREETS 
District Distribution of Permanent Votes: 


Votes Votes 
Added Rescinded Total 
in 1955 in 1955 Existing 


Boston Proper OTS) eae sts: 2 313 
Brighton : F er ie CEL 2 59 
Charlestown . i paises 1) ener 8 45 
Dorchester .. ; " B ed 3 168 
East Boston . 1 0 10 
Hyde Park 0 0 1 
Roxbury 9 5 143 
South Boston 3 1 39 
West Roxbury 3 0 78 
Total 54 20 856 


PARKING PROHIBITIONS 
District Distribution of Permanent Votes: 


Votes Votes 
Added Rescinded Total 
in 1955 in 1955 Existing 


Boston Proper MMT Wesel ee De iS 19 667 
Brighton ey rh) Aakers 4 103 
Charlestowhs styee 60). as ane eee 11 62 
Dorchester ary; ic cope aie eens, 12 228 
Bast Boston 0). acts les we eee 0 36 
ELVCG° PAK CY te cite we, tee Ores 0 26 
Roxbury Nth ee Vee) kee eereel tote 14 342 
South Boston EE a 4 79 
West Roxbury ss "pee ee eve 0 116 


Total tot inte ee naan A 64 1,659 
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STOP STREETS 
District Distribution of Permanent Votes: 


Votes Votes 
Added Rescinded 
in 1955 in 1955 


Boston Proper 
Brighton 
Charlestown . 
Dorchester 
East Boston . 
Hyde Park 
Roxbury 
South Boston 
West Roxbury 


fom 
We OF KF OF F & 
wloorocococoor 


Total : 2 : : io 
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Total 
Existing 


48 
40 
7 
58 
9 
4 
53 
67 
67 


——_—— 


301 


STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING PROHIBITED 


CERTAIN PLACES 
(New Regulations 1955) 


Boston Proper 
Dorchester 
West Roxbury 


Total 


A peer ore 


HEAVY COMMERCIAL VEHICLES EXCLUDED 


(New Regulations 1955) 


Woodhaven street, Dorchester: 
From Blue Hill Avenue to Cummins Highway. 


<5 


‘ae Rar ad paetaKt 


; oe _ “. Lee 
; a? ao ; 
hi . ‘ ae rs 
; _ 
Ps ‘ : ; _- | ane ‘ , \ <aph 


{) 
( ze bs 
. 
. 4 ' 
LAT he 
43h 
4 
= en 
' ; J.) ; Lindi bf iWRaM 
/ Ler ‘seus } 
1 
37a 
Poi Aptkl a Tate ’ oF SU 
‘ 
‘ 4 - 
~ we! i} 





APPENDIX I 
SOURCES OF AUTHORITY 
FOR ACTS OF THE 
BOSTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION 


(41) 
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[CHap. 263.| 


AN ACT ESTABLISHING THE BOSTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION AND 
DEFINING ITS POWERS AND DUTIES. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 1. There is hereby established in the city of 
Boston, hereinafter referred to as the city, a commission to 
consist of a commissioner and four associate commissioners 
and to be known as the Boston Traffic Commission, herein- 
after referred to as the commission. The commissioner, who 
shall be chairman of the commission, shall be appointed by 
the mayor of the city, shall serve for a term of four years 
and until the qualification of his successor, shall be subject 
to the confirmation of the civil service commission under 
chapter four hundred and eighty-six of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and nine, as amended, shall receive such compen- 
sation as shall be established by the mayor and city council 
of the city and may be removed by the mayor in accordance 
with section fourteen of said chapter four hundred and eighty- 
six. The police commissioner, commissioner of public works, 
the chairman of the park commissioners and the *chairman of 
the board of street commissioners, all of the city, shall be, 
ex officiis, the associate commissioners and shall receive no 
compensation for their services as such associate commis- 
sioners; but all the expenses of the commission incurred for 
the purposes of this act shall be paid by the city. For said 
purposes the commission may, subject to the approval of the 
mayor and to chapter thirty-one of the General Laws and 
the rules and regulations made thereunder, employ engineers, 
experts, assistants and other officers and employees. All 
statutes and ordinances applicable generally to the depart- 
ments of the city shall apply to the commission, except the 
provisions of section five of said chapter four hundred and 
eighty-six. 

Sect. 2. The commission shall have exclusive authority, 
except as otherwise herein provided, to adopt, amend, alter 
and repeal rules and regulations, not inconsistent with general 
law as modified by this act, relative to vehicular street traffic 
in the city, and to the movement, stopping or standing of 
vehicles on, and their exclusion from, all or any streets, ways, 
highways, roads and parkways, under the control of the city, 
including rules and regulations designating any way or part 
thereof under said control as a through way under and subject 
to the provisions of section nine of chapter eighty-nine of the 


* Succeeded by the Chairman of the Real Property Board, Ordinances 
of 1954, “Reorganizing Certain Boards and Departments in the City 
of Boston”. 
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General Laws, as amended, and may prescribe penalties not 
exceeding fifty dollars for the violation of any rule or regulation 
adopted hereunder. No such rule or regulation, except such 
special rules and regulations as are declared by vote of the com- 
mission to be urgently required by considerations of public 
safety or convenience or such as are of a temporary nature 
and are to be effective for a period of not more than two 
weeks, shall take effect until published for two successive 
weeks in the City Record. Upon petition of twenty-five 
registered voters of the city relative to any rule or regulation 
adopted or proposed to be adopted under this section, the 
commission shall hold a public hearing thereon within thirty 
days after the filing with the commission of such petition, 
and final action thereon shall be determined only by vote of 
a majority of the entire membership of the commission. 

The commission shall have power to erect, make and main- 
tain, or cause to be erected, made and maintained, traffic 
signs, signals, markings and other devices for the control of 
such traffic in the city and for informing and warning the 
public as to rules and regulations adopted hereunder, sub- 
ject, however, to section two of chapter eighty-five, and to 
section eight and nine of said chapter eighty-nine, of the 
General Laws, as amended. Nothing in this act shall be 
construed to authorize the commission to adopt any rule or 
regulation excluding the cars of a street railway company 
from any way or part thereof in which it has a location, or 
to modify or limit any power or authority of the metro- 
politan district commission, of the state department of public 
works or of the state department of public utilities, or any 
power now vested in the said police commissioner to regulate 
street uses under licenses or permits granted by said com- 
missioner. 


Sect. 3. All existing rules and regulations of the board of 
street commissioners, the board of park commissioners, the 
police commissioner, or any other public board, commission 
or Official of the city, relating to the control of vehicular traffic, 
shall remain in full force and effect until amended, revised or 
repealed by the commission under this act, and any amend- 
ment, revision or repeal of such a rule or regulation or the 
adoption of any new rule or regulation by the commission 
shall not affect any act done, any right accrued, any penalty 
incurred, or any suit, prosecution or proceeding pending at 
the time of said amendment, revision, repeal or adoption. 


Sect. 4. This act shall take effect upon its acceptance, 
during the current year, by vote of the city council of the 
city subject to the provisions of its charter, but not other- 
wise; provided, that for the purposes of such ‘acceptance only, 
this act shall take effect upon its passage. 


[Approved April 26, 1929. 
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[Acts of 1984 — Cuap. 140.] 


AN ACT PROVIDING FACILITIES FOR THE PARKING OF MOTOR 
VEHICLES NEAR THE STATE HOUSE BY MEMBERS AND OF- 
FICERS OF THE GENERAL COURT. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 1. The traffic commission of the city of Boston is 
hereby directed to provide in its regulations prohibiting or 
restricting the parking and standing of motor vehicles on 
public ways in said city that they shall not, so far as they 
relate to the easterly side of Hancock street between Mount 
Vernon and Derne streets, the southerly side of Derne street 
between Hancock and Bowdoin streets, and the westerly side 
of Bowdoin street between Mount Vernon and Beacon streets, 
apply to motor vehicles owned or used by members and officers 
of the general court. 

Sect. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 

[Approved April 13, 1934. 


[Acts oF 1935 — CuHap. 319.] 


An ACT EMPOWERING THE BOSTON TRAFFIC COMMISSION TO 
COLLECT FEES FOR THE ISSUANCE OF LOADING ZONE PER- 
MITS, SO CALLED. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Chapter two hundred and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and twenty-nine is hereby amended by inserting after 
section two the following new section: —Sxcrion 2A. Upon 
the issuance by the commission of a permit for a loading zone, 
so called, under the provisions of the preceding section, it shall 
collect a fee computed at the rate of fifty cents for each foot 
of curbing abutting on said zone, but in no event less than ten 
dollars. Such permit shall expire one year from the date of its 
issue, and may be revoked by the commission for a violation 
of any provisions of the rules and regulations relating to such 
zones and made under authority of this act. 

[Approved June 3, 19386. 


[Coap, 442.] 
An AcCT AUTHORIZING THE INSTALLATION AND OPERATION OF 
PARKING METERS IN CITIES AND TOWNS. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Sxction 1. Chapter 40 of the General Laws is hereby 
amended by adding after section 22 the following section:— 
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Section 22A. Any city or town, for the purpose of enforc- 
ing its ordinances, by-laws and orders, rules and regulations 
relating to the parking of vehicles on ways within its control 
and subject to the provisions of section two of chapter eighty- 
five, may appropriate money for the acquisition, installation, 
maintenance and operation of parking meters, or by vote 
of the city council or of the town may authorize a board or 
officer to enter into agreement for such acquisition, installation 
or maintenance of parking meters; provided, that the city 
of Boston, for the purpose of enforcing the rules and regulations 
adopted by the Boston Traffic Commission under chapter two 
hundred and sixty-three of the acts of nineteen hundred 
and twenty-nine, may appropriate money for the acquisition, 
installation, maintenance and operation of parking meters, 
or, by vote of the city council of said city, subject to the 
provisions of its charter, may authorize the Boston Traffic 
Commission to enter into agreements for the acquisition, 
installation or maintenance of parking meters. An agree- 
ment for the acquisition or installation of parking meters 
may provide that payments thereunder shall be made over 
a period not exceeding five years without appropriation, 
from fees received for the use of such parking meters not- 
withstanding the provisions of section fifty-three of chapter 
forty-four. Such fees shall be established and charged at 
such rates that the revenue therefrom shall not exceed in 
the aggregate the necessary expenses incurred by such city 
or town for the acquisition, installation, maintenance and 
operation of parking meters and the regulation of parking 
and other traffic activities incident thereto. 


Sect. 2. Section 2 of chapter 85 of the General Laws, 
as appearing in the Tercentenary Edition, is hereby amended 
by adding after the word ‘‘device”’ in line 7 and in line 18, 
in each instance, the words:—or parking meters,—so that 
the second and third sentences will read as follows:—No 
such signs, lights, markings, signal systems or devices or parking 
meters shall be erected or maintained on any state highway 
by any authority other than said department except with 
its written approval as to location, shape, size and color thereof 
and except during such time as said approval is in effect. 
No rule, regulation, order, ordinance or by-law of a city or 
town hereafter made or promulgated relative to or in con- 
nection with such signs, lights, markings, signal systems or 
devices or parking meters on any way within its control shall 
take effect until approved in writing by said department or 
be effective after said approval is revoked. 


[Approved May 22, 1947. 
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[CHap. 78.] 


An ACT RELATIVE TO CERTAIN PARADES, PROCESSIONS, AND 
ORGANIZED FORMATIONS IN THE CITY OF BOSTON. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SecTIon 1. Section 2 of chapter 263 of the acts of 1929, 
as amended by section 1 of chapter 362 of the acts of 1949, 
is hereby further amended by striking out the first sentence 
and inserting in place thereof the following sentences:— 
For the purpose of conserving the public convenience in the 
use of the streets, ways, highways, roads and parkways 
under the control of the city, the commission shall have ex- 
clusive authority to adopt, amend, alter and repeal rules, 
which shall be reasonable and not repugnant to law, regu- 
lating the time, place and manner of parades, processions, 
and other organized formations of persons or vehicles, other 
than funeral processions and picket lines, in or upon all or 
any such streets, ways, highways, roads and parkways, and 
prescribing that no person shall take part in any parade, 
procession or other organized formation of persons or ve- 
hicles, other than a funeral procession or a picket line, in or 
upon any such street, way, highway, road or parkway unless 
the commission has granted a permit for such parade, pro- 
cession or formation; provided, however, that no rule pre- 
scribing a permit shall be valid unless it also requires the 
issuance of the permit in all cases except where the time, 
place and manner are not in conformity with rules adopted 
hereunder and except where the permit would conflict as to 
time or place with a permit previously issued; and provided, 
further, that, notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
chapter two hundred and twenty-two of the acts of nineteen 
hundred and forty-nine, no fee shall be charged for any such 
permit. ‘The commission shall also have exclusive authority, 
except as otherwise herein provided, to adopt, amend, alter 
and repeal rules and regulations, not inconsistent with gen- 
eral law as modified by this act, relative to vehicular street 
traffic in the city, and to the movement, stopping or stand- 
ing of vehicles on, and their exclusion from, all or any streets, 
ways, highways, roads and parkways, under the control of 
the city, including rules and regulations designating any 
way or part thereof under said control as a through way 
under and subject to the provisions of section nine of chapter 
eighty-nine of the General Laws, as amended. The com- 
mission may prescribe penalties not exceeding fifty dollars 
for the violation of any rule or regulation adopted under 
this section. 

Secr. 2. On and after the effective date of this act, 
the board of street commissioners of the city of Boston shall 
have no jurisdiction over parades, processions, and other 
organized formations of persons or vehicles in said city. 

[Approved February 11, 1950. 
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[Crry ORDINANCES OF 1950 — CuHap. 5.] © 


CONCERNING FEES For LOADING ZONE PERMITS. 


Section 22 of chapter 41 of the Revised Ordinances of 1947, 
as most recently amended by chapter 1 of the ordinances of 
1950, is hereby further amended by adding after clause 26 the 
following new clause: 

27. The fee for a permit for a loading zone, so called, issued 
under the provisions of section 2 of chapter 263 of the Acts of 
1929 shall be computed at the rate of one dollar for each foot 
of curbing abutting on said zone, but in no event less than 
twenty dollars. 

[Approved July 11, 1950. 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
ADVANCE Copy. 1955 Acts AND RESOLVES. 


EpWarpD J. CRONIN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


[Cuap. 1.] 


An ACT RELATIVE TO THE USE OF WAYS IN THE CITY OF BOSTON 
FOR PLAYGROUND PURPOSES. 


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General 
Court assembled, and by the authority of the same, as follows: 


Chapter 45 of the General Laws is hereby amended by 
striking out section 17A, as amended by chapter 80 of the acts 
of 1953, and inserting in place thereof the following section :— 


Section 17A. For the purpose of promoting recreation, play 
or sport, the city of Boston, by written order of the chairman 
of its traffic commission promulgated upon written request of 
its commissioner of parks and recreation and written approval 
of such request by its police commissioner, any other city by 
ordinance and any town by by-law may provide for the closing 
to vehicular traffic, during periods of time specified in such order, 
ordinance or by-law, of any public way or part thereof within 
the limits of such city or town, except a state highway or a 
parkway or boulevard, having due regard in every instance to 
the rights of abutting owners and the general public in the use 
of such way or part thereof. 

[Approved January 19, 1956. 
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THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
ADVANCE Copy. 1955 Acts AND RESOLVES. 


EDWARD J. CRONIN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


[CHap. 135.] 


An AcCT TO EXTEND TO CERTAIN PRIVATE WAYS AND PARKING 
AREAS STATUTORY REGULATIONS AS TO THE SPEED AND 
USE OF MOTOR VEHICLES.* 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


Section 18 of chapter 90 of the General Laws, as most 
recently amended by section 2 of chapter 564 of the acts of 1948, 
is hereby further amended by adding at the end the following 
paragraph :— 

Any person, corporation, firm or trust owning a private way 
or parking area, or any person, corporation, firm or trust con- 
trolling such private way or parking area, with the written 
consent of such owner, may apply in writing to the city council, 
the traffic commission of the city of Boston, or the board of 
selectmen in any town in which the private way or parking 
area lies, to make special regulations as to the speed of motor 
vehicles and as to the use of such vehicles upon the particular 
private way or parking area, and the city council with the 
approval of the mayor, the traffic commission of the city of 
Boston or the board of selectmen, as the case may be, may 
make such special regulations with respect to said private way 
or parking area to the same extent and in the same manner as 
to ways within their control as set forth in the preceding para- 
graph. Such special regulations shall be effective for a period 
of time not to exceed one year from the date of their making, 
but may, upon like application, be extended for additional 
periods of time not to exceed one year for each extension. 


[Approved March 2, 1955. 


TOWING LAW AS CREATED BY CHAPTER 369 OF THE ACTS AND 
RESOLVES OF 1954 AMENDED BY CHAPTER 315 OF THE ACTS 
AND RESOLVES OF 1955. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 

SecTion 1. Section 2 of chapter 263 of the acts of 1929 is 
hereby amended by inserting after the third sentence, as 
appearing in section 1 of chapter 78 of the acts of 1950, the 
following:—By any rule or regulation adopted under this 


* Note: The Massachusetts State Department of Public Works has 
not approved city or town adoption of regulations based on this Act up 
to the present time. 
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section, the commission may authorize, with such limitations, 
if any, as the commission may think proper, the police com- 
missioner of the city, or such sergeants or officers of higher 
rank in the police department of the city as he may from 
time to time designate, to remove to some convenient place, 
through the agency of a person or persons in the employ of the 
police department of the city or by an independent contractor 
selected on the basis of competitive bids invited by advertise- 
ment in the City Record, as said police commissioner shall 
from time to time determine, any vehicle, ‘‘except a vehicle 
owned by the commonwealth or a political subdivision thereof 
or by the United States or an instrumentality thereof or regis- 
tered by a member of a foreign diplomatic corps or by a foreign 
consular officer who is not a citizen of the United States and 
bearing a distinctive number plate or otherwise conspicuously 
marked as so owned or registered, and except also a vehicle 
owned by a disabled veteran and bearing a distinctive number 
plate authorized by section two of chapter ninety of the General 
Laws” parked or standing on any part of any such street, way, 
highway, road or parkway in the downtown area of the city, as 
defined in section twenty A of chapter ninety of the General 
Laws, in violation of any rule or regulation adopted under this 
section which prohibits the parking or standing of all vehicles 
on such part at such time and recites that whoever violates it 
shall be liable to charge for the removal and storage of the 
vehicle as well as subject to punishment by fine, and may 
impose liability for the reasonable cost of such removal, and of 
the storage charges, if any, resulting therefrom, upon the owner 
of such vehicle; provided, however, that the liability so imposed 
for removal shall not exceed eight dollars, that the lability so 
imposed for storage shall not exceed the schedule of maximum 
rates contained in the then latest lease of an off-street parking 
facility under chapter four hundred and seventy-four of the 
acts of nineteen hundred and forty-six, as amended, and that 
neither such removal nor such storage shall be deemed to be 
services rendered or work performed by the city or any depart- 
ment thereof within the meaning of chapter two hundred and 
twenty-two of the acts of nineteen hundred and forty-nine; and 
provided, further, that the city of Boston shall be liable to the 
owner of such vehicle for any damage caused to it arising out 
of negligence in the course of such removal and storage. No 
rule or regulation reciting that whoever violates it shall be 
liable to charge for the removal and storage of the vehicle as 
well as subject to punishment by fine shall be valid unless, in 
a writing filed with the secretary of the commission at the time 
of the adoption of such rule or regulation, every member of the 
commission voting for the adoption thereof certifies that after 
taking into account the public safety and convenience, the 
reasonably free circulation of vehicular traffic and the need for 
providing in the streets, ways, highways, roads and parkways 
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in the downtown area of the city the maximum number of 
parking space at all times, he is of opinion that such rule or 
regulation is required by urgent public necessity. 


Sect. 2. This act shall take full effect upon its acceptance 
by vote of the city council of said city, subject to the pro- 
visions of its charter, but not otherwise. 


[Approved May 3, 1954. 
[Approved April 28, 19565. 


THE COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS. 
[ADVANCE Copy. | 1955 Acts AND RESOLVES. | 


EpWaRD J. CRONIN, 
Secretary of the Commonwealth. 


[CHap. 318.] 


An ACT PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF PARKING ON 
OFF-STREET PARKING AREAS AND FACILITIES OPERATED 
BY THE CITY OF BOSTON. 


Be it enacted, etc., as follows: 


SecTION 1. Section 2 of chapter 263 of the acts of 1929, as 
most recently amended by section 1 of chapter 369 of the acts 
of 1954, is hereby further amended by adding at the end the 
following sentence:—For the purposes of this act and of section 
twenty A of chapter ninety of the General Laws, such off street 
parking areas and facilities operated by the real property 
board of the city as said board shall from time to time designate 
shall be deemed to be ways under the control of the city during 
such periods of time as said board shall from time to time 
determine. 


Srecr. 2. This act shall take effect upon its passage. 
[Approved April 29, 1955. 
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NINETY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 


OVERSEERS OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE 


IN THE 
ay. OF BOSTON 


FOR THE YEAR 1955 


Boston, January 1, 1956. 
Hon. John B. Hynes, 
Mayor of Boston. 


Dear SIR: 

The Board of Overseers of the Public Welfare herewith 
presents its ninety-second annual report of the present 
series, covering the period from January 1, 1955 to 
December 31, 1955. 

Inasmuch as a comprehensive report summarizing the 
activity for five years will not be submitted until 1958, 
again this report discloses only major high lights during 
the year in addition to significant changes and pertinent 
financial and statistical data. 


Respectfully submitted, 


In behalf of the Overseers of the Public Welfare, 


JOSEPH K. Couns, Chairman. 
Wiuuiam G. O’Hars, Secretary. 
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The sources of revenue and the distribution of over 
$33,000,000 expended by the Boston Welfare Department 
in 1955 are shown on page 3. The Chart covers admin- 
istrative costs, care in the Temporary Home for Women 
and Children and the Wayfarers’ Lodge for Men, and 
relief in the four categories for which the Department 
is responsible — Old Age Assistance, Aid to Dependent 
Children, Disability Assistance and General Relief. 

Relief expenditures increased over $600,000 although 
the case load diminished slightly. The cost to the City 
of Boston was over $200,000 greater than the preceding 
year but this is in part accounted for by delayed reim- 
bursements. 

Although there was a drop in the Old Age Assistance 
case load of 2.7 per cent the decrease in expenditures 
was only .4 per cent. It will be seen later that this was 
due largely to increased medical costs. 


The Aid to Dependent Children program increased by 
2.5 per cent and expenditures by 5.1 per cent. Disability 
Assistance shows a case load increase of 6.9 per cent and 
an increase in payments of 11.5 per cent. The General 
Relief case load dropped 3.4 per cent and expenditures 
only .5 per cent. 


Thus, while case loads decreased 1.1 per cent, relief 
costs rose 2.2 per cent. Both Aid to Dependent Children 
and Disability Assistance are relatively more expensive 
programs —the former because it represents more 
persons per case, the latter because it is a medical 
program. , 
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MEpDIcCAL Costs 


An increase of $1,599,124 for medical care is shown 
below. The largest item is acute hospital care for Old 
Age Assistance clients. The over-all increase for hospital 
care was $358,000, the increase for hospital care for 
Old Age Assistance was $357,136. 


Nursing Home care which includes institutional care 
increased over a million dollars, due largely to increased 
rates. This figure does not include doctors’ fees or drugs 
for patients. The cost of this program is so great that it 
suggests the need for intensive study to determine 
whether, with modern programs for home care, certain 
of the patients might not be cared for more happily and 
more economically in their own homes. 


There was a $100,000 increase in payments for drugs 
which might be expected with increased patient care. 
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TRANSIENT CARE 
Registrations at the Wayfarers’ Lodge for Men again 
decreased sharply. The increase in the use of the Tem- 
porary Home for Women and Children was slight. 


LODGINGS AT TEMPORARY HOME FOR WOMEN AND 
CHILDREN — 1951 TO 1955 





AVERAGE 
YEAR | LopGINGs DaILy 

Lopaines 
5-YHAR TOTAL . . ’ ; : F | 68,273 | 37 
Cet 12,968 36 
ee 12,726 35 
ee 12,499 34 
tee oo. ll. 17,130 47 
POU eel Ct 12,950 33 


LODGINGS AT WAYFARERS’ LODGE FOR MEN — 
1951 TO 1955 
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MSE. cs : P ; : y : , 7 18,766 Hz 
054 4°. ? ; j F ; : . i 26,464 re 
be “ : : : : : : ; 34,084 93 
1952. : ‘ , . ‘ ’ ¥ . 34,263 94 


St Gero 42,164 126 


8 City Document No. 24. 


THE WELFARE DOLLAR 1955 


EXPENDITURES 
wi TOTAL Ay ee ti) es 2 
Old Age Assistance. i ‘ ; ATG . ot Ol 
Aid to Dependent Children ; A PF : : : : ; 21 
Disability Assistance . : s : ; : : : ; ; ag 
General Relief = -. os, 1 gw os Ss .08 
*Administration . i eee .08 
INCOME 
Foran i Se. ee 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts . . . . .-... 39 
Federal Government’. j|..- 9 ..: 2 « © 3 ee 34 
City of Boston ~ .°) .. |. + +. + 4,-*. Sn .29 
Refunds by Receipients : ; ; : ' ; : , OL 
Other Cities and Towns ~~ -. 0°) .O1 


* Includes Temporary Home for Women and Children and Wayfarers’ 
Lodge for Men. 


The Board Committee on Organization submitted to 
the Director of Administrative Services important 
gerade changes for personnel which were approved after 
conference. There was further study of Board policies 
resulting in clarification of certain of these. 


A Committee on Districts was appointed, one Board 
member serving for each of the five districts. Concern 
was expressed regarding inadequate housing of the 
Kast Boston and the Hancock Street district offices. 
Attention was focused on the need for new application 
methods and improved case work which it was felt 
depended on lifting the clerical load now carried by 
social workers. 


Suggestions from the district staffs were requested 
by the Chairman of the Board in December, 1954, in 
relation to the amount of clerical work required of 
social workers. The workers’ replies were both co- 
operative and decisive. All felt that the demands of 
clerical work were detrimental to their social work. 
Following this, all the districts were studied. It was 
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evident that workers were spending more time in the 
office than in the field and were carrying tasks that 
could be done better by clerks with a saving of ad- 
ministrative money. Recommendations were made 
regarding structure and manning. It was suggested 
that the field staff be organized in supervisory units 
with adequate clerical help and that offices be arranged 
so that workers were nearer their supervisors and files 
more accessible. ‘The transference to a central unit, 
directly under the Head Social Work Supervisor was 
recommended to carry over-all administrative work, 
particularly the medical billing which was felt by all 
the workers to be at the root of clerical pressures. 

During the year one supervisory unit was set up 
which demonstrated the validity of the reeommendation 
and the matter of extending these units was referred 
to the Committee on Districts. 


An index of Board minutes and a Policy Book were 
compiled from April 1950, to be kept current. Reports 
supplementing the minutes were filed in books for each 
year. This material will make Board votes and action 
easily accessible for reference and for study and as the 
years go on will constitute a history of the Board. 


Changes in structure recommended by the Committee 
on Organization centralized in one office special referrals 
and inquiries and coordinated the services of legal, 
real estate, insurance, bank inquiries and burials in a 
Resources and Legal Section. During the year the 
Inquiries and Referral Section gave service to 225 
out-of-town agencies, 110 Massachusetts agencies, 135 
officials and elective officers and held interviews with 
some 150 persons a month who came inquiring regarding 
law and policies, or with complaints and _ personal 
problems. Such services require thorough understanding 
of the whole program and great tact. 

A large backlog of bank inquiries was cleared up by 
the Resources Section and that section is now operating 
currently. A study of replies to bank inquiries showed 
a very small percentage of intent to defraud, but the 
amounts recovered were sufficient to demonstrate that 
such inquiries are necessary. 

Work was started by the Legal Section on a review 
of deserting fathers, with the cooperation of the Bureau 
of Old Age and Survivors’ Insurance. ‘This resulted 
in finding 10% of the fathers. Ninety per cent of these 
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are now under court order and are contributing to their 
families with resultant saving to relief funds. Cases 
where district workers failed to get response from 
legally liable children were referred to the Legal Section 
and some 75 per cent were satisfactorily settled, the 
remainder referred to the City Law Department. 

Saturday closing of Central Office voted the preceding 
year was studied over a six months’ period. Only 17 
persons were aided at the Temporary Home in the six 
months as against 20 in the three months before closing. 
Four dollars more was given in the six months’ period 
than had been given in the three months, but there was 
a considerable administrative saving. 

The transfer of the Settlement Unit from the City 
Hospital, begun late in 1954, was completed, and agree- 
ments reached about referrals and billing, the Hospital 
to prepare bills and the sole function of the Welfare 
Department to be the determination of settlement on 
cases referred by the City Hospital Admissions Depart- 
ment as unable to pay. 

General Relief has long been a concern of the Board 
because of the difference between grants to General 
Relief recipients and those persons aided under the Social 
Security program. A sample of General Relief cases 
was read which showed that a large number of General 
Relief recipients were single persons. The majority of 
the cases had been helped more than once — some of 
them intermittently for years. One hundred eleven health 
and alcoholism cases were the main factors but there 
were also serious offenses in several cases. Couples and 
old persons living with relatives seemed to be in reason- 
ably comfortable circumstances. The modified budget 
had met the needs of families with children. It was felt 
by the Board that there should be no over-all increases in 
relief grants at this time. If and when aliens are in- 
cluded in the Old Age Assistance program a further 
study of General Relief is indicated. 

The Trust Fund Committee Chairman conferred 
with the district staffs regarding ways in which the 
Trust Funds could be made more helpful. The con- 
ference brought about suggestions for improving the 
General Relief situation and indicated that the Aid to 
Dependent Children program was more flexible than 
some of the workers had realized. Suggestions included 
funds for training mothers with grown children for self- 
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support, scholarships for gifted children and the clearing 
of accumulated debts if there was evidence that the 
family could keep out of debt with this help. 


New policies will be established when the audit of 
the Trust Funds is completed. 


The Temporary Home Committee Chairman reported 
that the social problems of those admitted to the Home 
have become increasingly complicated. There are few 
real transient cases. Two significant points were noted 
— the increase of young wives seeking shelter with their 
children and the increase in families so disintegrated 
that court action and the placement of children was 
necessary. ‘The social worker has been successful in 
returning the young mothers to their homes, with 
referrals to clergy, family service agencies and other 
resources. Many of the admissions were elderly and 
nursing home care was indicated. The release of pa- 
tients from the State mental hospitals without adequate 
supervision made another problem for the Home. Many 
of these are not ready for complete freedom in the com- 
munity. Conferences were held with workers from the 
State Department of Mental Disease in the hope of our 
working out some measures to care for these troubled 
and troublesome persons. 


Children without their mothers were kept only a few 
days in emergency situations. During the year 50 
transient adolescent girls were admitted. Most of these 
were returned to their families or found employment 
and helped until their earnings allowed them to establish 
themselves in the community. 


The Christmas program expands each year. Seventy- 
five families and 300 children were reached this year, 
with gifts, clothing and parties. A former Board mem- 
ber provided vacations for twelve boys known to the 
Home. Tickets for theatres and rodeo were distributed. 
The pleasures given to mothers and children formerly 
known to the Home provide a happy follow-up service: 
which the mothers and the children warmly appreciate. 


Civil Defense headquarters were opened in the Munic- 
ipal Building in Hyde Park on a round-the-clock basis 
during the 1955 flood destruction emergency. Sixteen 
department workers gave 70 hours of regular time and 
75 hours of extra time on flood emergency duties. All 
our workers have definite assignments in time of disaster.. 


ily. Ciry DocumeEntT No. 24. 


Changes in the law which would be beneficial to the 
Department were submitted by the Board to the Mayor. 
An amendment providing that non-citizens qualify for 
Old Age Assistance was urged and provision for increased 
cost of burial. Permissive legislation was sought allow- 
ing a city or town to recover for assistance granted when 
a recipient died leaving no next of kin. The Board 
again recommended State participation to the extent 
of 75 per cent of assistance expenditures. 

The Case Committee continued to discuss cases sug- 
gesting a need for change of policy. On recommenda- 
tion of the Committee selected cases rejected by the 
State Medical Team for continuing Disability Assistance 
were submitted for review to our Medical Consultant 
with the result that many of the cases considered eligible 
for six months only were accepted as completely eligible. 

A study of absent fathers in Aid to Dependent Chil- 
dren families was undertaken by the Department of 
Education, Health and Welfare. Our Department 
cooperated by filling out a statistical form channelled 
through the State Welfare Department. The depart- 
ment statistician drew certain data from this sample 
which showed that 47 per cent of the fathers were 
married, 20 per cent unmarried, 33 per cent deceased, 
incapacitated or incarcerated. Of the married fathers 
17.8 per cent were divorced, 11.8 per cent legally sepa- 
rated, 17.8 per cent mutually separated, and 10 per cent 
deserted. In the illegitimacy cases there was judicial 
determination of paternity in 385 per cent, formal 
acknowledgment in 12 per cent, and paternity was not 
admitted in 31 per cent. The whereabouts of 63 per cent 
of the fathers absent from the home was _ usually 
known. Law enforcement agencies were notified in 
93 per cent of the cases. Over 13 per cent of the fathers 
left home more than once and more than 20 per cent 
were currently in jail for non-support. Only 6 per cent 
of the fathers ordered to pay by the Court did so, and 
these paid only half of the amount due. This prelimi- 
nary report shows that the cost to the public for the 
support of cases due to illegitimacy, non-support and 
desertion is very large and indicates the need for a 
qualitative study of the Aid to Dependent Children 


program. 
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A report on conditions in the Housing Projects made 
by the Social Service Division was most disturbing. 
One third of our Aid to Dependent Children families: 
live in housing projects and in some units Aid to De- 
pendent Children families constitute 20 per cent of the 
population. Three of the projects, Old Harbor Village, 
Charlestown and Mission Hill had no difficulties. The 
trouble spots were the high density projects where some 
of the dwellings are seven or nine stories high. The 
lack of order and discipline was so great that our workers 
felt it constituted a moral hazard for children and 
physical danger to old persons. The report stressed the 
need for a staff of guards or watchmen to supervise the 
interior, a need for recreational workers with children, 
expansion of indoor recreation and a staff of tenant 
relation counselors. 


The In-Service Training Progran showed significant 
growth. Much of the gain was due to the excellent 
planning of the Acting In-Service Training Supervisor 
in the use of the Harvey P. Hood Foundation grant: 
made available to our workers through Simmons College, 
and to the generosity of eleven agencies whose staff 
gave many hours to planning and conducting seminars. 
for our supervisors. Nine Boston hospitals — the 
Children’s Medical Centre, the Massachusetts General 
Hospital, the Boston City Hospital, Beth Israel Hospital, 
Peter Bent Brigham Hospital, the Boston State Hospital, 
and the New England Medical Center participated as 
well as the Harvard School of Public Health and the 
Veterans Administration. Miss Elizabeth Rice of the 
Harvard Public Health School gave invaluable advice 
regarding methods of case presentation and later held 
six discussion meetings for social workers on the case 
approach to Health Problems in Public Assistance, the 
cases being drawn from our files. Forty enthusiastic 
workers attended these regularly. 


Twenty seminars were held for supervisors, twelve 
of them in the nine hospitals cooperating, and eight 
in district offices. At the hospitals a multidiscipline 
team was selected for each case presentation. Again 
cases were selected from our files and our workers 
demonstrated capacity to reach out to clients and to 
enter their lives in socially meaningful ways. According 
to the case, a physician, a social worker, a psychiatrist, 
nurse or occupational therapist discussed the medical 
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or psychiatric findings and the meaning of illness to 
the patient, the problems the illness brought in its 
wake, and what research and team play accomplished 
in coping with the problem. The public assistance 
aspects were excellently presented by our workers. 
The meetings in the district offices were attended by 
a member of a previous hospital team and here attention 
was focused on the case work responsibility of the 
public assistance worker. 

To see how other disciplines approached the same 
problem which confronted the assistance worker and to 
learn of the painstaking work, over long periods of 
time, gave our workers a renewed sense of the im- 
portance of services other than the establishment of 
eligibility. Including our workers there were 64 partici- 
pants at these seminars. 

A questionnaire filled out by our supervisors showed 
agreement that there was a rich content in all the 
group meetings and that new ideas and thinking on 
social problems resulted. 

Experience in the Training Unit in 1954 and the 
early part of 1955 led to a new program beginning in 
October. There were two major parts to this program— 
learning about the job by doing it day by day; and 
group teaching of basic principles, theories and hypoth- 
eses of the social work progession, helping the workers 
to recognize problems and how to cope with them. 
The content of instruction was at all times related to 
the job of the public assistance worker. This program 
will be carefully followed and evaluated. Twenty-one 
workers were given educational leave; fifteen were 
given part-time, three were given full-time with pay, 
three with no pay. 
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OVERSEERS OF THE PUBLIC WELFARE, 1955 


Terms Expire April 30, 1956 


Tuomas F. Brapy KATHARINE E. DRISCOLL 
JosEPH K. COLLINS Harry P. GRAGES 
(Chairman) 
Terms Expire April 30, 1957 
JosEPH E. SCANLON JOSEPH STEFANI 
(Treasurer) *IRVING GREEN 


NICHOLAS SCARAMELLA 


Terms Expire April 30, 1958 


JAMES F. Bowers  Ipa M. Kaun 
BEULAH S. HESTER JAMES S. MALOOF 
(Vice Chairman) 
* Resigned January 13, 1955 
Consultant to the Board: KATHARINE D. HARDWICK 


City oF Boston 
ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES DEPARTMENT 
PRINTING ogni SECTION 


iy “a _ mes 
De IR AYA ND een 8 


hie Va MP Spe DL) ree “7 


men? ae, 





' F A ts \. aN al a" 
| ave ue 
,; . ? j 4 ) re iu Me : 
boughs Said ate ) QU 
evan WAS Teticn Re 4" ck 
1 ous caer: [2 
ey 0d 
“t nt 
| iA again aN 
' i bets r : at Pas 


re WEE Ga tiaes 
Sth c7 Dak s Gan ht nih 


ae Boers “vs 


oh pep kenmean att 
ae sriurte 
P ACB yo. SASF SEE 
7 ec , th: tk RS atthe 





anv So with | 
Thame Saveant Werte t a 
Horas oie ozttinalf oy 


[DocuMENT 26 — 1956.] 





RULES OF THE CITY COUNCIL 
1956 -1957. 


Ruue 1. Unless otherwise ordered from time to 
time, and except on holidays, the regular meeting of the 
city council shall be held on every Monday at two o’clock 
P.M. Special meetings may be called by the president 
at his discretion, and by the city clerk for the purpose 
only of drawing jurors. No special meeting of the city 
council, except to draw jurors, shall be called, except 
with the consent of all the members, upon less notice 
than twenty-four hours from the time the notices are 
mailed or dispatched by special messenger. 


QUORUM. 


Rue 2. A quorum of the city council shall consist 
of five members. If, at the time any meeting is called 
to order, or if, during a meeting, on a vote on the 
adoption of a motion or order, a roll call shows less 
than a quorum present, the president may declare a 
recess of not more than ten minutes, after which time, 
if a quorum is not present, the meeting shall be ad- 
journed. If, on the question of lack of a quorum a 
roll call shows less than a quorum present, the pres- 
ident shall declare the meeting adjourned. 


PRESIDENT. 


Rute 3. The president of the council shall take 
the chair at the hour to which the council shall have 
adjourned and shall call the members to order, and a 
quorum being present, shall proceed with the regular 
order of business. In the absence of the president the 
senior member by age present shall preside as tem- 
porary president, or until a presiding officer is chosen. 
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Rute 4. The president shall preserve decorum and 
order, may speak to points of order in preference to 
other members and shall decide all questions of order, 
subject to an appeal. Any member may appeal from 
the decision of the chair, but no appeal shall be con- 
sidered unless properly seconded. No other business, 
except a motion to adjourn or to lay on the table, shall 
be in order until the question on appeal has been decided. 


The question shall be put as follows: 


‘* Shall the decision of the chair stand as the judgment of 
the council?”” The vote shall be by a roll call, and it 
shall be decided in the affirmative unless a majority of 
the votes are to the contrary. 


The president may, at any time, during debate or 
otherwise, declare a recess for not more than ten 
minutes, and such action shall not be subject to appeal, 
nor shall any motions apply thereto. 


Rue 5. The president shall propound all motions 
in the order in which they are moved, unless the subse- 
quent motion shall be previous in its nature, except that, 
in naming sums and fixing times, the largest sum and 
the longest time shall be put first. 


Rute 6. The president shall, at the request of any 
member, make a division of a question when the sense 
will admit of it. 


Rute 7. The president shall, without debate, decide 
all questions relating to priority of business to be acted 
upon. 


Rute 8. The president shall declare all votes; but 
if any member doubts a vote, the president shall cause 
a rising vote to be taken, and, when two members so 
request, shall cause the vote to be taken or verified by 
yeas and nays. 


Rute 9. The president shall appoint all committees, 
fill all vacancies therein, and designate the rank of the 
members thereof. 


Rute 10. When the president of the council or the 
president pro tempore shall desire to vacate the chair he 
may call any member to it; but such substitution shall 
not continue beyond an adjournment. 
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MorIons. 


Rutz 11. Every motion shall be reduced to writing 
if the president shall so direct. 


Rute 12. A motion to strike out and insert shall be 
deemed indivisible; but a motion to strike out being lost 
shall not preclude amendment, or a motion to strike out 
and insert. 


Rute 13. No motion or proposition of a subject 
different from that under consideration shall be admitted 
under color of amendment. 

Any motion, order or resolution which in the opinion 
of the presiding officer does not have a direct bear- 
ing on the business of the council shall be referred 
without debate to the committee on rules and shall 
not be further considered by the council except upon 
report by that committee. There shall be no appeal 
from the decision of the chair hereunder, and this rule 
shall not be subject to suspension. No motions shall 
apply, nor shall unanimous consent to speak on the 
matter so referred be in order. 

The committee on rules may report that any “ict 
order or resolution so referred to it is out of order 
because not having a direct bearing on the business of 
the council, and its report shall be a final disposition 
of the matter, subject to an appeal which shall be 
governed by the same provisions as those governing 
appeals from rulings of the presiding officer. 


Rute 14. When a petition, order or resolution relates 
to a subject which may properly be examined and 
reported upon by an existing committee of the city 
council, such order or resolution shall, upon presentation, 
be referred to such committee. When a motion is made 
to refer any subject, and different committees are pro- 
posed, the motions shall be put in the following order: 


1. Toastanding committee of the council. 
2. Toa special committee of the council. 


Any member offering a motion, order or resolution, 
which is referred to a committee, shall be given a hear- 
ing on the same by the committee before a report is 
made thereon, provided he so requests at the time of 
offering the order or before final action by the committee. 

If, after thirty days, a matter referred to a committee 
other than a committee of all the members is not 
reported upon, it may be recalled by a standing vote 
of three members of the city council. 


4 City Document No. 26. 


If, within thirty days, a matter referred to a committee 
other than a committee of all the members is not 
reported upon, it may be recalled by a majority vote 
of all the members. 

If, after sixty days, a matter referred to a committee 
is not reported upon, any member may recall such 
matter from the committee, and such matter shall not 
again be committed to any committee other than the 
executive committee. 

The provisions of this rule shall not apply to matters 
referred to the rules committee under Rule 13, and 
such matters shall not be considered except upon 
report by that committee. 

Rute 15. After a motion has been put by the presi- 
dent it shall not be withdrawn except by unanimous 
consent. 

RuLE 16. When a question is under debate the fol- 
lowing motions only shall be entertained, and shall have 
precedence in the order in which they stand arranged: 


To adjourn. 

To lay on the table. 

The previous question. 

To close debate at a specified time. 
To postpone to a day certain. 

To commit. 

To amend. 

To postpone indefinitely. 


Sele te eye bg a Ae 


Rute 17. A motion to adjourn shall be in order at 
any time, except on an immediate repetition or pending 
a verification of a vote; and that motion, the motion 
to lay on the table, the motion to take from the table, and 
the motion for the previous question, shall be decided 
without debate. 


READINGS. 


Rue 18. Every ordinance, order and resolution, 
unless reported upon by a committee or rejected, shall 
have two several readings, both of which may take 
place at the same session unless objection is made, pro- 
vided, however, that all orders for the expenditure of 
moneys, unless reported upon by a committee of the 
council, shall lie over for one week before final action 
thereon. Whenever the second reading immediately 
follows the first reading, the document may be read by 
its title only. All orders releasing rights or easements 
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in or restrictions on land, all orders for the sale of land 
other than school lands, all appropriations for the 
purchase of land other than for school purposes, and 
all loans voted by the city council shall require a vote 
of two-thirds of all the members of the city council, 
and shall be passed only after two separate readings 
and by two separate votes, the second of said readings 
and votes to be had not less than fourteen days after 
the first, except in cases in which a shorter period is 
authorized by law. Any order rescinding an order for 
any of the foregoing purposes shall require the same 
number of readings and of votes as was required for 
the passage of the original order. 


RECONSIDERATION. 


Rue 19. When a vote has been taken any member 
may move a reconsideration thereof at the same meeting. 
Debate on motions to reconsider shall be limited to 
twenty minutes, and no member shall occupy more 
than four minutes, but on a vote upon any subsidiary 
or incidental question, debate shall be limited to ten 
minutes, and no member shall occupy more than two 
minutes. 


Rute 20. When a motion to reconsider has been 
decided, that decision shall not be reconsidered, and no 
question shall be twice reconsidered unless it has been 
amended after the reconsideration; nor shall any recon- 
sideration be had upon the following motions: 


To adjourn. 

The previous question. 

To lay on the table. 

To take from the table. 

To close debate at a specified time. 


A motion to reconsider may be laid on the table or 
postponed indefinitely, and the effect of such action in 
either case shall be to defeat the motion to reconsider. 


ConpuctT oF MEMBERS. 


RuLE 21. Every member when about to speak shall 
rise, address the chair, and wait until he is recognized, 
and, in speaking, shall refrain from mentioning any 
other member by name, shall confine himself to the 
question, shall not use unbecoming, abusive, or un- 
parliamentary language, and shall avoid personalities. 
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Any member who, in debate or otherwise, indulges in 
personalities or makes charges ref'ecting upon the 
character of another member, shall make an apology 
in open session at the meeting at which the offence is 
committed or at the next succeeding regular meeting, 
and, failing to do so, shall be named by the president or 
held in contempt and suspended from further partici- 
pation in debate until said apology is made. 

Rute 22. No member shall speak more than once 
on a question when another member who has not 
spoken claims the floor, and no member speaking shall, 
without his consent, be interrupted by another, except 
upon a point of order. 


Rute 23. No member shall be permitted to vote on 
any question, or to serve on any committee, where his 
private right is immediately concerned, distinct from 
the public interest. 


Rute 24. Every member who shall be present when 
a question is put, unless he is excluded by interest, 
shall give his vote in the affirmative or negative or shall 
respond ‘‘present,’’ unless the council for special reason 
shall excuse him from voting. 


STANDING COMMITTEES. 


Rute 25. The following standing committees of 
the council, and all other committees, unless specially 
directed by the council, shall be appointed by the 
president: 

1. A committee, to be known as the Executive Com- 
mittee, to consist of all the members of the council. 

2. A committee on Appropriations and Finance, to 
consist of seven members of the council, to whom shall be 
referred such appropriation orders as may be submitted 
to the council from time to time, and all applications 
for expenditure which involve a loan. 

3. A committee on Claims, to consist of five members 
of the council, to whom shall be referred all claims against 
the city arising from the act or neglect of any of its 
departments. They shall report annually an account of 
the claims awarded or approved by them, and the amount 
of money awarded or paid in settlements thereof. 

4, A committee on Confirmations, to consist of 
five members of the council, to whom shall be referred 
all appointments which are required to be confirmed 
by the council. 
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5. A committee on Hospitals, to consist of five 
members of the council, to whom shall be referred all 
matters concerning hospitals. 

6. A committee on Inspection of Prisons, to consist 
of five members of the council. 

7. A committee on Legislative Matters, to consist of 
five members of the council, who shall, unless otherwise 
ordered, appear before the committees of the General 
Court and represent the interest of the city; provided, 
said committee shall not appear unless authorized by 
vote of the city council and shall not, unless directed 
so to do by the city council, oppose any legislation peti- 
tioned for by the preceding city council. 

8. A committee on Licenses, to consist of five mem- 
bers of the council, to whom shall be referred all peti- 
tions for licenses and permits. 

9. A committee on Ordinances, to consist of five 
members of the council, to whom shall be referred all 
ordinances or orders concerning ordinances. 

10. A committee on Public Housing, to consist of 
five members of the council, to whom shall be referred 
all matters concerning public housing. 

11. A committee on Public Lands, to consist of five 
members.of the council, to whom shall be referred all 
matters relating to public lands. 


12. A committee on Public Services and Recreation, 
to consist of five members of the council, to whom shall 
be referred all matters concerning public safety, public 
welfare, public works, parks, playgrounds and recreation. 

13. A committee on Rules, to consist of five members 
of the council, to consider all matters concerning the 
rules, and to whom shall be referred all resolutions 
expressing opinions, principles, facts or purposes. 


ORDER OF BUSINESS. 


Rue 26. Atevery regular meeting of the council the 
order of business shall be as follows: 

1. Communications from his honor the mayor. 

2. Presentation of petitions, memorials and remon- 
strances. 

3. Reports of city officers, etc. 

4. Unfinished business of preceding meetings. 

5. Reports of committees. 

6. Motions, orders and resolutions. 
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SPECTATORS. 


RuLE 27. No person, except a member of the 
council, shall, at any time, be permitted to occupy 
the seat, in the council chamber, of any member of 
the council. The city messenger shall enforce this rule. 


RvuLE 28. No person, excepting officials connected 
with the city council, and duly assigned reporters of 
the daily newspapers, shall be allowed in the ante- 
rooms or upon the floor of the council chamber while 
the council is in session. Spectators will be allowed in 
the gallery of the council chamber when the council 
is in session, and no one will be admitted to said gallery 
after the seats are occupied. No demonstrations of 
approval or disapproval from the spectators shall be 
permitted, and if such demonstrations are made the 
gallery will be cleared. The city messenger shall enforce 
this rule. 


BuRIAL GROUNDS. 


Ru LE 29. No permission for the use of land for the 
purpose of burial shall be granted until a public hearing 
shall have been given by the executive committee of the 
city council on the application for such permission, after 
due notice has been given abuttors. 


COMMITTEE MEETINGS. 


Rute 30. No meeting of any committee shall, with- 
out the consent of all the members thereof, be called 
upon less notice than twenty-four hours from the time 
the clerk shall have mailed the notices or dispatched 
them by special messenger, provided, however, that 
meetings of the executive committee may be held in the 
recess period of any meeting of the council without such 
consent or notice. No committee, unless authorized by 
an order of the city council, sball incur any expense. 
No committee meetings shall be called later than one 
hour immediately preceding the time set for anyregular 
meeting of the city council, nor shall any committee 
remain in session later than the hour named for any such 
regular meeting. 


The clerk of committees shall mail notices of all 
committee meetings to all the members of the council. 


RULES OF THE CrtTy COUNCIL. 9 


ForM OF VOTES. 


Rue 31. In all votes the form of expression shall be 
“Ordered” for everything by way of command, and the 
form shall be ‘‘Resolved’’ for everything expressing 
opinions, principles, facts or purposes. 


TRANSFERS. 


Rute 32. Every application for an appropriation 
to be provided for by transfer shall be referred to the 
executive committee, unless otherwise ordered, and no 
such appropriation shall be made until the said com- 
mittee has reported thereon. 


UsE oF Rooms on CounciL FLoor. 


Rue 33. No person except members and officers of 
the city council and regularly assigned city hall reporters 
shall be admitted at any time to the president’s room, 
the personal offices of the councillors, executive com- 
mittee room or council chamber, except when invited 
on official business or accompanied by a member of 
the council. 


CONFIRMATION OF APPOINTMENTS. 


Rute 34. The question of confirming appointments 
by the mayor shall be decided by a yes and no ballot, 
unless otherwise ordered. 


AMENDMENT AND SUSPENSION. 


Rute 35. The foregoing rules shall not be altered, 
amended, suspended or repealed at any time, except by 
the votes of two-thirds of all the members of the city 
council. 


In Crry Counc, January 9, 1956. 
Adopted. 


Attest: 
W. J. MAtvoy, 
City Clerk. 
Crry oF Boston 
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